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BIENNIAL  REPORT  OP  THE  PRESIDENT. 


To  His  Excellency,  Robert   Loiory,   Governor   of  the  State    oj 
Mississijipi: 

One  of  the  penalties  of  civilization  in  a  country  with  large 
foreign  commercial  connections  like  our  own, is  its  increased  lia- 
bility to  epidemic  diseases.  Of  late  years  these  diseases  have 
either  occurred,  or  threatened  to  »o  often  with  us  that  many  of 
the  States  have  deemed  it  of  vital  importance  to  organize  their 
medical  forces  against  such,  and  even  when  neither  were  pres- 
ent, through  prudential  motives,  to  keep  a  standing  army  as  it 
were  in  the  form  of  "boards  of  health"  with  their  accessories, 
ready  at  any  time  to  be  mobilized  and  concentrated  at  points 
where  they  were  most  needed.  The  origin  of  our  own  State 
Board  of  Health  can  be  attributed  to  this  cause.  Being  one  of 
the  '"Gulf  Coast"'  States,  Mississippi  in  common  with  the  oth- 
ers, might  be  regarded  as  one  of  the  "Gates  of  Entry"  <>f  epi- 
demic diseases  in  the  United  States  especially  that  of  Yellow 
Fever  which  originates  in  countries  South  of  us.  Feeling 
deeply  our  share  of  the  responsibility  in  preventing  their  in- 
gress into  and  through  our  State,  the  State  Board  of  Health 
has,  both  in  and  out  of  season,  been  on  the  alert  closely  watch- 
ing such  territory  which  has  been  under  its  control.  Several 
times  epidemics  have  theatened  especially  two  notable  instan- 
ces, one  of  Small  Fox,  mentioned  in  the  report  of  my  prede- 
cessor Dr,  Kittrell,  and  latterly  that  of  the  so  culled  "Biloxi 
Fever"  in  the  past  year,  the  first  named  was  stamped  out,  and 
the  latter  so  confined,  that  it  did  not  spread  beyond  the  county 
in  which  originated.  Since  my  term  of  office  commenced  we 
have  had  in  the  State  no  epidemic  save  that  of  the  "Biloxi 
Fever,"  but  from  time  to  time  there  has  been  a  prevalence  in 
different  localities  of  infectious  and  contagious  diseases  such 
as  typhoid  fever,  measles,  dj'sentery  and  mumps:  the  average 
health  of  the  State  hasbeeu  good.  Leaving  out  physical  causes 
this  can  fairly  be  attributed  to  the  increased  knowledge  the 
people  have  of  both  public  and  personal  hygiene,  such  as  proper 
attention  to  drainage,  the  greater  care  given  to  potable  water, 
the  proper  appreciation  and  use  of  disinfectants  and  the  ©bser- 
ance  individually  of  good  hygienic  habits — yet,  there  is  much 
unlearned. 

The  importance  of  the  subject  is  my  excuse  for  mentioning 
that  which  Dr.  Kittrell, amongst  other  matters,  so  wisely  dwelt 
on,  viz;  the  working  of  our  law  "To  Regulate  the  Practice  of 
Medicine."     It  is  with  much  satisfaction  that  I  can  bear    testi- 
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mony  to  its  increased  favor  as  a  popnlar  measure.  Our  citi- 
zens now  know  that  the  "Boards  of  Censors"  stand  between 
them  and  danger,  and  the  "Boards"  acutely  feel  this  responsi- 
bility. The  medical  profession  of  our  State  are  correctly  proud 
of  this  law  which  the  professions  of  other  States  may 
envy,  though  few  possess  so  wise  a  one:  not  that  this  pride  is 
engendered  by  its  seeming  to  be  '"Class  Legislation"  but  be- 
cause it  gives  those  in  our  ranks  who  value  their  'corps  (V  esprit 
a  medium  through  which  they  can  improve  its  efficiency  and 
in  the  course  of  a  short  time  will  negative  the  idea  that  "the 
fool  of  the  family  must  be  a  doctor." 

This  law  like  many  others  when  first  framed  was  thought  to 
have  met  most  of  the  requirements  desired,  but  since  having 
been  put  to  the  crucial  test  of  experience  some  weak  points  in 
it  have  been  developed,  two  of  which  I  desire  to  ask  your  Es- 
cellencv's  attention  to  and  areas  follows:  The  law  as  it  now 
is  requires  the  presence  of  both  members  of  the  "Boards  of 
Censors"  to  legalize  their  actions;  if  by  reason  of  illness  or 
other  unavoidable  causes  one  of  the  members  is  prevented  from 
attending  a  meeting  it  thereby  necessitates  the  applicants  bid- 
ing their  time  until  another  meeting  six  months  off.  In  con- 
sideration ot  this,  I  would  respectfully  suggest  that  it  would 
come  nearer  obviating  the  difficulty  by  allowing  the  power  to 
recommend  for  license,  be  conferred  on  one,  if  the  other  mem- 
ber, is  unable  to  attend.  The  other,  is  in  regard  to  places  of 
meeting  which  instead  of  being  required  to  meet  in  a  place  "near 
the  center  of  the  district"  it  should  in  my  opinion  be  the  most 
accessible  point  e,  g.  The  town  of  X  is  the  one  nearest  the 
geographical  center  of  a  district,  but  is  off  of  highways  and 
has  inferior  local  roads  leading  to  it  whilstZis  situated  in  one 
end  of  the  district,  but  is  accessible  by  both  rail  and  water 
ways  and  has  good  dirt  roads,  consequently  it  is  a  hardship  to 
require  both  the  Board  and  applicants  to  tediously  travel  into 
the  interior  to  X  when  Z  is  so  much  more  convenient. 

Oilier  corrections  of,  and  additions  to  the  law  have  already 
been  so  able  presented  by  my  predecessors  Drs.  Hill,  Kittrell 
and  Taylor  that  it  is  unnecessary  Cor  me  to  allude  to  them  un- 
less I  emphasize  the  suggestion,  made  by  Dr.  Taylor  relative  to- 
requiring  applicants  to  present  at  their  examination  a  certifi- 
cate from  the  County  Superintendent  of  Education  of  the 
county  in  which  they  expect  to  locate,  which  certificate,  should 
state  that  they  (at  least)  are  preficient  in  spelling,  reading  and 
writing;  ray  confreres  of  the  "Board  of  Censors"  will  doubtlccs 
join  me  in  the  assertion  that  it  is  painfully  amusing  to  note  the 
deficiency  in  even  the  rudiments  of  an  English  education  of 
some  applicants  who  have  diplomas  from  recognized  medical 
colleges. 

if  the  State  Board  of  Health  is  held  responsible  (which  it 
should  he)  for  the  occurrence  or  behavior  of  epidemics  in  the 
Slate,  it  appears  to  me  that  it  would  be  sound    policy   to    have 
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its  jurisdiction  extend  over  the  entire  State.  Holding  this 
opinion  I  would  recommend  that  the  law  which  allows  the 
counties  of  Hancock  and  Harrison  to  have  their  own  boards  of 
health  distinct  from  the  State  Board  be  repealed  and  the  same 
be  placed  as  Jackson  and  other  counties  under  the  control  of  the 
State  Board,  otherwise,  there  being  such  a  dilution  of  respon- 
sibility that  lack  of  concert  of  action  at  critical  times  might 
ensue  thereby  impairing  the  effectiveness  of  all. 

Reverting  to  the  occurrence  of  the  epidemic  fever  which  ex- 
isted in  Biloxi  during  a  part  of  the  fall  of  1S86,  I  will  say 
that  the  participation  in  the  management  of  it  by  the  State 
Board,  and  its  expenditures  incident  thereto  will  be  fully  de- 
tailed in  the  reports  of  its  efficient  "Executive  Committee"  and 
our  woithy  Secretary  Dr.  Wirt  Johnston, 

Respectfully  submitted, 

E.  P.  SALE,  M.  D. 
President  of  Miss.  State  Board  of  Health. 


STATE  BOARD  OF  HEALTH. 


MINUTES  1886. 


Jackson,  Miss.,  April  20,  1886. 

The  State  Board  of  Health  met  in  the  Senate  Chamber  at 
12  o'clock.  The  President,  Dr,  Kittrell  called  the  meeting  to 
order.  There  were  present,  Drs.  Edwards,  Sale,  Moore,  Hyer, 
Wright,  Kittrell  and  Kells. 

The  following  was  introduced  by  Dr.  Hyer: 

Resolved.  That  in  future  in  the  recommendation  for  tem- 
porary license  to  practice  medicine  in  the  State  of  Mississippi 
it  shall  be  necessary  for  the  applicant  to  satisfy  the  member  of 
the  Board  of  Censors,  to  whom  he  applies  for  license,  that  he 
intends  to  become  a  bonafide  resident  practitionier  of  the  State 
of  Mississippi. 

On  motion  the  Board  adjourned  to  meet  again  at  3:30  p.    m. 


FIRST  DAY — Afternoon  Session. 

The  Board  met  at  3:30  o'clock  p.  M.  The  President  Dr. 
Kittrell,  in  the  chair.  Present:  Drs.  Toombs.  Hill.  Wright, 
Edwards,  Bennett,  Sale,  Moore,  Hyer,  Taylor,  Kells  and  Kit- 
trell. 

A  communication  was  read  from  Dr.  J.  F.  Edwards,  Secre- 
tary of  the  National  Sanitary  Convention,  to  convene  in  Phila- 
pelphia, inviting  delegates  from  this  body  to  meet  and  co-operate 
with  them  in  the  great  work  of  Public  Sanitation. 

A  vote  of  thanks  was  cordially  tendered  to  Dr.  Edwards  for 
his  generous  offer  to  defray  the  expenses  of  one  delegate. 

On  motion  Dr.  Hyer  was  elected  as  a  delegate  to  attend  the 
Sanitary  Convention  indicated  ia  the  above  communication. 

In  response  to  a  printed  circular  from  the  National  Board  of 
Health  Dr.  Hill  introduced  the  following: 

\\. Resolved.  By  the  State  Board  of  Health  of  Mississippi  that 
we  have  no  reason  to  lose  faith  in  the  importance,  efficiency 
and  necessity  of  the  National  Board  of  Health  since    our    last 
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expression  on  this  subject,  and  that  we  respectful!}'  request  our 
Senators  and  Representatives  in  Congress  to  use  their  influence 
to  secure  such  legislation  as  may  be  necessary  to  place  the 
National  Board  of  Health  upon  the  highest  plane  of  useful- 
ness. 

A  letter  from  Dr.  W.  H,  Lipscomb,  Chief  Health  Officer  of 
Kemper  county,  was  read  and  the  matter  contained  discussed. 
On  motion  of  Dr.  H}~er,  the  railroad  station  at  Scooba  in  its 
present  condition  and  the  want  of  proper  drainage,  be  declared 
by  this  Board  a  nuisance.  A  further  motion  was  also  adopted 
that  the  Chief  Health  Officer  of  Kemper  county  be  informed  of 
the  action  of  this  Board,  to  so  inform  the  railroad  officials,  and 
if  the  matter  complained  of  is  not  speedily  abated,  proceedings 
will  be  commenced  at  once  as  provided  bylaw. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Hyer  the  same  amount  was  appropriated  in 
aid  of  the  sea  coast  quarantine  as  was  provided  last    year,   also 

Resolved,  That  the  Executive  Committee    be    authorized   to 
extend  further  aid  to  the  sea  coa^t  quarantine    if   deemed    ne 
cessarv. 


FIKST  DAY— Night  Session. 

The  Board  met  at  S  o'clock  p,  m.  Dr.  Kittrell,  President,  in 
the  chair.  Present:  Drs.  Toombs,  Edwards,  Bennett,  Moore. 
Taylor,  Hyer,  Wright  and  Kells. 

On  motion  the  Board  went  into  the  nomination  of  Chief 
Health  Officers  of  counties.  After  one  hours  labor  in  this  work 
the  Board  adjourned  until  9  o'clock  next  morning. 


SECOND  DAY. 

April  21,   1886. 

The  State  Board  of  Health  met  at  9  o'clock  a.  m.  The  Presi- 
dent in  the  chair.  Present:  Drs.  Wright,  Taylor, Hyer.Moore, 
Sale.  Bennett,  Edwards,  Toombs,  Kittrell  and  Kells. 

On  motion  the  following  Board  of  Health  was  nominated  for 
Jackson  county :  S.  S.  Henry,  J.  W.  Stewart,  W.  A.  Cox,  31. 
D.,  S.  S.  Dodson  andChas.  Boster.  Dr.  Bragg  was  nominated 
Chief  Health  Officer  and  Quarantine  Physician  of  Jackson 
county. 

The  following  offered  by  Dr.  Hyer  was  adopted: 

Resolved,  That  the  Executive  Committee  be  instructed  to 
communicate  with  the  Board  of  Supervisors  of  Warren  county 
calling  their  attention  to  the  necessity  of  having  a  competent 
Health  officer  for  that  county  and  requesting  them  to  make  a 
suitable  appropriation  to  justify  a  competent  physician  to  ac- 
cept the  position. 
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The  nomination  of  Chief  Health  Officers  of  counties  was  con- 
tinued. 

The  roll  of  counties  gone  through  with  and  Chief  Health 
Officers  nominated  as  far  as  practicable  the  election  of  officers 
was  next  entered  upon.  Dr.  E.  P.  Sale  was  put  in  nomination 
and  unanimously  elected  President.  Dr.  Kittrell  in  retiring 
made  a  few  pertinent  remarks  touching  the  happy  relations  be- 
tween the  Board  and  himself  during  his  official  terms.  Dr.  Sale 
upon  taking  the  chair  expressed  cordial  thanks  to  the  members 
of  the  Board  for  the  honor  conferred. 

On  motion  the  following  members  were  elected  an  Executive 
Committee:  Drs.  Johnston,  Kells  and  Edwards.  Dr.  Johnston 
was  designated  as  Chairman. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Kells,  Drs,  Johnston,  Kittrell  and  Taylor 
were  appointed  a  committee  to  prepare  questions  for  County 
Health  Officers  to  specially  note  in  making  their  reports  to  the 
State  Board  of  Health. 

The  following  offered  by  Dr.  Toombs  was  adopted: 

Resolved,  That  the  President  be  requested  to  ap- 
point live  members  of  the  Board  to  prepare 
a  report  upon  some  subject  on  State  Sanitation  to  be  pre- 
sented and  read  before  this  body  at  its  next  meeting.  Under 
Hie  resolution  the  following  members  were  appointed,  viz:  Drs. 
Hill  Taylor,  Kittrell,  Toombs  and  Hyer. 

The  following  was  offered  and  adopted  :  That  Dr.  Sale  be 
requested  to  write  and  present  a  paper  on  the  best  manner  to 
arouse  public  attention  to  the  great  question  of  State  Sanita- 
tion.    The  accounts  of  members  were  presented  and  allowed. 

On  motion  the  Board  adjourned. 

CHIEF  HEALTH  OFFICERS  NOMINATED. 

Adams Dr   L  E  Prolilet Natchez 

Alcorn....     Dr  W  H  McDougal    Kieuzi 

Benton  Dr  Frank  Terrell Ashland 

Bolivar    Dr  J  W   Dulaney Rosed  ale 

Carroll Dr  G  W  Vasser Carrollton 

Chickasaw Dr  J  H   Murfee Okolona 

Clay Dr  JE  McEachin West  Point 

Coahoma Dr  Ruffin    Coleman Clarksdale 

Copiah Dr  G  W   Purnell Hazlehurst 

Covington Dr  Alex    Fairley Mount  Olive 

DeSoto.    Dr  D  Jones Hernando 

Franklin Dr  L  D  Harrison    Turners 

Hinds     Dr  W  E   Todd Clinton 

Holmes Dr  G  C  Phillips Lexington 

Jasper Dr  B   F    Tavis Heidelberg 

Jefferson    Dr  N  L  Guice Fayette 

Jones Dr  W  M  Peacock Ellisville 

Kemper Dr  W   II   Lipscomb Scooba 

LaFayette  Dr  J  T  Chaudler Oxford 
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Lee Dr  R  C  Cunningham Verona 

Leflore Dr  M  G  Davis Greenwood 

Lincoln  ....    Dr  E  J  Bowen Brookhaven 

Lowndes Dr  B  A  Vaughan    Columbus 

Madison Dr  J  W  Ellis Canton 

Marshall Dr  Chesley  Daniel Holly  Springs 

Monroe Dr  J  M  Greene   Aberdeen 

Montgomery   Dr  B  F   Ward Winona 

Newton ,Dr  C  P  Partin    Decatur 

Oktibbeha Dr  W  N  Ames    Starkvilie 

Pike Dr  C  Hoover McComb    City 

Quitman Dr  G  S  Johnston * Marks 

Rankin Dr  W  H  White Brandon 

Seott Dr  J  L  Murrell    Forest 

Tate Dr  J  L  Roseborough Senatobia 

Tippah Dr  W  D  Carter   Ripley 

Tishomingo Dr  W  A    Hodges Iuka 

Wilkinson Dr  E  L  McGehee Woodville 

Yalobusha Dr  H  A  Gant Water    Vallev 


REPORT  OF  EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE. 

FOR  1886  AND  1887. 


It  is  a  pleasant  duty  to  be  able  to  report  that  our  State  has 
been  comparatively  exempt  from  contagious  and  infectious  dis- 
eases during  1886  and  1887.  With  the  exception  of  the  epi- 
demic of  yellow  fever  at  Biloxi,  one  case  of  small-pox  at 
Natchez  and  a  few  cases  of  scarlet  fever,  diphtheria,  measles 
and  whooping  cough  in  several  localities,  no  epidemic  diseases 
have  been  brought  to  our  notice.  This  is  in  pleasant  contrast 
to  the  years  1882-3-4  during  which  so  many  cases  of  small.pox 
occurred  in  the  State  and  which  required  so  much  money  to 
control  it. 

Several  nuisances  have  been  reported  to  us  during  the  two 
years  and  in  each  instance  they  have  received  our  attention. 

THE  EPIDEMIC  AT  BILOXI. 

On  September  1st,  1886,  we  received  the  following  telegram 
from  Mr.  J.  W.  Stewart,  Secretary  of  the  Jackson  county  Board 
of  Health  : 

To  Dr.   Wirt  Johnston  : 

Two  deaths  and  several  cases  in  Biloxi.  People  leaving. 
Supposed  to  be  yellow  fever.      Instruct  us  what  to  do. 

(Signed)  J.  W.  Stewart. 

Sec'y  Board  of  Health. 

The  following  telegrams  will  show  what  steps  were  taken  in 
the  matter  : 

Jackson,  Miss.,  Sept.  1,  1886. 
To  J.  W.  Stewart,  Moss  Point,  Jliss. : 

Please  send  Dr.  Bragg  or  some  other  competent  physician 
to  Biloxi  as  an  inspector  of  this  Board  to  investigate  nature  of 
sickness,  and,  if  necessary,  to  isolate  cases  and  institute  other 
measures,  including  disinfection,  to  prevent  spread  of  disease. 
He  is  authorized  to  employ  guards  and  incur  any  other  neces- 
sary expenses.  Our  desire  is  to  act  promptly  and  do  whatever 
is  necessary.  Would  be  glad  for  your  Board  to  advise  us. 
Please  answer  at  once. 

Wirt  Johnston, 
Sec'y  State  Board  of  Health. 
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Pascagoula,  Sept.  1,  1887. 

To  Dr.  Wirt  Johnston  : 

Drs  Holt,  Salomon  and  Scales  pronounce  yellow  fever  at 
Biloxi.  We' will  have  cases  isolated.  Shall  we  establish  quar- 
antine'ao-ainst  Biloxi  ?     We  think  it  necessary. 

(Signed)  J.  W.  Stewart, 

Sec'y  County  Board  of  Health. 

Jackson,  Miss.  Sept.  1,  1887. 
To  J.   W.  Stewart,  Moss  Point,  31iss, : 

Your  telegram  received,  for  which  thanks.  He  want  Dr. 
Braver  or  some  other  competent  physician  to  go  to  Biloxi  as  an 
Inspector  of  this  Board  to  remain  and  take  charge  and  enforce 
all  necessary  measures  of  prevention,  with  full  authority  to 
employ  guards  and  to  incur  any  other  necessary  expenses. 
We  will  pay  an  Inspector  ten  dollars  a  clay  aod  expenses,  lel- 
ecrraph  us  if  Dr.  Bragg  or  auv  one  has  gone  there  in  the  capac- 
ity named.  If  not,  is  there  any  physician  on  the  coast  you 
would  suo-^est  as  suitable  for  the  place,  if  so,  send  him  there 
at  once  to  "take  charge  and  inform  him  what  we  desire  and  no- 
tify us  that  we  may  communicate  with  him  at  Biloxi.  It  the 
infected  places  at  Biloxi  are  well  guarded  and  other  necessary 
measures  enforced  there  we  think  it  may  not  be  necessary  to 
quarantine  your  county.     If  this  has  not  been  done  we    would 

suggest  a  quarantine. 

l-°  Wtrt  Johnston. 

Biloxi,  Miss.,  Sept.  1,  1887. 
To  Wirt  Johnston,  Sec'y  State  Board  of  Health  : 

Drs.  Holt  and  Scales  pronounce  fever  here  /ellow  leVel'- 
Agreeable  to  your  telegram  I  have  appointed  Major  W.  if.  Wal- 
thall Inspector  and  Dr.  Charles  Pelaez  Health  Officer,  and  they 
will  take  steps  at  once  to  isolate   cases    and    do    everything   to 

prevent  spread  of  disease. 

1  (Signed)  S.  S.  Henry, 

President  Jackson  County  Board  of  Health. 

Moss  Point,  Miss,  Sept.  2,  1887. 

lo  Dr   Wirt  Johnston: 

Your  instructions  have  been  complied  with.     Major    VV.    i. 

Walthall  experienced  with  yellow  fever  in  charge  and  will  en. 
force  isolation.  JNo  doctor  could  be  found  to  go  there.  Bragg 
is  on  Round  Island.     Instruct  Walthall, 

(Signed)  J.  W.  Stewart. 

\s  the  law  authorizes  us  to  appoint  competent  physicians  only 
ns inspectors  we  had  no  authority  to  appoiat  Major  Walthall  and 
soexplained  to  him,  and  appointed  Dr.Charles  Pelaez of  Biloxi, 
to  "the  position  who  took  up  the  work  inaugurated  by  Maj.  Wal- 
thall In  this  connection  we  desire  to  express  our  appreciation 
of  the  valuable  services  of  Major  Walthall,  who  is  experienced 
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in  epidemics  of  yellow  fever,  and  who  had  promptly  instituted 
the  necessary  measures  of  prevention.  We  also  desire  to  say 
that  we  had  full  confidence  in  his  ability  and  in  not  appointing 
him  we  were  actuated  by  no  other  feeling  than  a  desire  to  obey 
the.  law, 

As  soon  as  we  received  a  telegram  from  Dr.  Pelaez  accepting 
the  position  of  Inspector,  we  telegraphed  and  wrote  him  fuli  in- 
structions and  sent  him  the  quarantine  rules  of  this  Board, 
which  embrace  rules  to  be  enforced  at  infected  localities  to  pre- 
vent the  spread  of  disease. 

On  September  4th  the  following  telegram  was  received  from 
Dr.  Pelaez  : 

To  Wirt  Johnston,   M.  D.,  Sec'y  Slate  Board  of  Health  : 

I  am  authorized  by  the  attending  physician,  Dr.  J.J.  Lemon, 
to  state  that  there  has  been  but  fifteen  cases  of  malarial  fever 
in  the  supposed  infected  district.  We  have  no  new  cases.  All 
the  sick  are  now  improving.  The  town  authorities,  County 
Board  of  Health  and  the  State  Board  of  Health,  through  its 
representative,  are  doing  all  iu  their  power.  Rigid  quarantine 
has  been  established  against  the  supposed  infected  district. 
Disinfectants  are  being  freely  used  and  all  other  sanitary  meas- 
ures rigidly  enforced.  We  are  in  need  of  funds  to  pay  the 
quarantine  guards,  hack  hire,  and  to  replace  bedding  of  sick 
which  it  was  thought  advisable  to  destroy.  Will  keep  }'ou  ad- 
vised from  day  to  day. 

(Signed)  Chas.   Pelaez. 
Health  Officer  nnd  Inspector  State  of  Miss. 

Under  date  of  September  5th,  Dr.  Pelaez  telegraphed  us  that 
there  were  no  new  cases  of  the  fever  and  that  the  sick  were  im- 
proving and  many  of  them  convalescent.  And  under  date  of 
September  6th,  lie  telegraphed  that  there  had  been  no  new  case 
in  ihe  past  four  days  and  that  all  the  patients  but  one  had  been 
discharged  by  the  attending  physicians.  On  SeptemberTth  he 
telegraphed  that  all  the  patients  but  one  were  well  and  that  no 
new  case  had  occurred  . 

On  September  8th  he  telegraphed  as  follows  : 
To  Wirt  Johnston,  Sec'y  State  Board  of  Health  : 

All  the  sick  in  the  supposed  infected  district  are  now  well. 
The  work  of  disinfecting  has  been  most  thorough  and  complete 
and  all  sanitary  measures  carefully  carried  out.  In  view  of  the 
above  facts  I  see  no  necessity  to  continue  quarantine.  What 
is  the  will  of  the  Board  ?     Please  answer. 

(Signed)  Chas.  Pelaez, 
Health  Inspector  Miss.  Board  of  Health. 


MISSISSIPPI  STATE  BOORD  OF  HEALTH.  13 

To  which  we  replied  as  follows  : 

Jackson,  Miss.,  Sept.  9,  18S7. 
To  Dr.  Chas.  Peleaz,  Biloxi,  Miss.: 

The  Executive  Committee  think  it  best  to  keep  those  wlio 
have  been  exposed  under  surveillance  until  noon  Sunday  next, 
when  if  no  new  case  occurs  all  restrictions  may  be  removed. 

Wirt  Johnston. 

On  Sunday,  September  12,  no  new  case  having  occured,  and 
as  ten  days  had  elapsed  since  the  last  case  was  taken  sick,  the 
restrictions  were  removed  as  shown  by  the  following  tele- 
gram : 

BiLOxr,  Miss.,  Sept.  12,  1S86. 
To  Wirt  Johnston  Secy  Miss.  State  Board  of  Health  : 

In  accordance  with  instructions  quarantine   restrictions    re- 
moved to. day  at  noon,  from  Point  Cadet.     No  sickness  of  any 
kind  in  infected  district.     Report  and  other  matter  by  mail. 
(Signed)  Chas.  Pelaez,  M.  D." 
Health  Inspector  Miss.  State  Board  of  Heaitli. 

Dr.  Pelaez  made  the  following  report  at  the  conclusion  of 
his  work  : 

Biloxi,  Miss.,  Sept.  12,  1886. 

To  the  Hon.  Board  of  Health  of  the  State  of  Mississippi,  Jack- 
son, Mississippi  : 

Gents. — I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of 
ray  labors  as  Health  Inspector  of  your  Honorable  Board,  at 
Biloxi,  Mississippi. 

Immediately  upon  the  receipt  of  a  telegram  addresse  I  to  me 
by  your  Honorable  Secretary,  assigning  me  to  duty,  I  proceeded 
in  company  with  Major  Walthall,  my  predecessor,  to  the  in- 
fected district  at  Point  Cade'.  I  found  that  the  Major  had 
already  established  a  Sanitary  Cordon,  with  strict  orders  to 
maintain  a  rigorous  quarantine,  forbidding  all  intercourse  be- 
tween the  supposed  infected  district  and  the  people  of  Biloxi 
proper.  These  orders  have  been  faithfully  carried  out  by  the 
guards  up  to  the  present  time. 

The  disinfection  was  done  by  Mr.  Allen,  of  New  Orleans,  in 
the  employ  of  the  Louisiana  State  Board  of  Health,  and 
brought  here  for  that  purpose  by  Dr.  Joseph  Holt,  the  Presi- 
dent of  said  Board.  He  is  quite  an  expert,  and  for  the  very 
efficient  and  thorough  manner  in  which  the  work  was  done  and 
the  very  arduous  labor  performed  by  him,  I  tender  my  most 
sincere  thanks. 

The  disenfectant  and  antiseptic  used  was  the  Bichlor,  of 
Mercury  and  Muriate  of  Ammonia,  equal  parts  of  each,  say 
two  ounces  of  each  in  ten  gallons  of  water.  It  was  simply 
wonderful  to  notice  how  rapidly  the  bad  odor  around  the 
canning  factory  and  the  premises  of  the  operatives  was  destroyed 
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after  a  single   sprinkling  through  a  flower  pot  sprinkler  of  a 
few  gallons  of  the  above  solution. 

The  house  where  Miss  Cox  died  was  whitewashed  inside  and 
out,  and  throughly  sprinkled  with  disinfectants,  the  house 
where  Mrs.  Rhodes  died  being  painted  could  not  receive  the 
fame  treatment,  but  was  disinfected  very  carefully.  Every 
house  where  the  disease  occurred  was  subjected  to  thorough 
cleaning,  and  disinfecting,  every  privy,  hog  pen,  and  pool  of 
stagnant  water  in  the  neighborhood  was  treated  in  the  same 
manner. 

The  bedding  on  which  Miss  Cox  and  Mrs.  Rhodes  died,  it 
was  thought  best  to  destroy  by  fire,  as  they  were  soiled  by  the 
excreta  and  could  not  be  washed  at  once.  I  desire  to  say  in 
this  connection  that  the  people  living  in  the  infected  district 
are  all  operatives  of  the  canning  factory,  and  poor,  very  poor, 
depending  upon  their  daity  work  for  bread,  and  that  the  loss  of 
their  bedding  would  have  caused  them  great  suffering  had  it 
not  been  replaced  by  that  kind  hearted  gentleman,  Mr.  P.  J. 
Montross.  You  will  find  his  bill  inclosed,  which  I  hope  the 
Executive  Committee  will  allow,  as  it  is  very  reasonable. 

The  locality  where  the  fever  occurred  is  a  narrow  point  of 
land  known  as  Point  Cadet,  about  one  mile  and  a  half' east  of 
the  town  of  Biloxi  proper,  it  is  notoriously  unhealthy  during 
the  summer  and  fall  months,  and  all  physicians  who  have  prac- 
ticed in  that  locality  are  of  one  mind  on  the  subject,  that  the 
fever  which  prevailed  there  this  fall  and  which  has  caused  us 
so  much  trouble  and  great  pecuniary  loss,  is  but  a  repetition  of 
a  fever  which  has  prevailed  there  for  years,  and  which  it  is  safe 
to  say  would  have  remained  unnoticed  but  for  the  unfortunate 
occurrence  of  the  death  of  the  two  ladies,  Miss  Cox  and  Mrs. 
Rhodes. 

With  reference  to  my  opinion  of  the  fever,  I  desire  to  say 
that  I  was  called  by  Messrs.  Lopez,  Dunbar  &  Co,,  to  give  an 
opinion  as  to  the  character  of  the  fever.  I  saw  the  cases  but 
once,  but  I  made  a  very  careful  and  patient  investigation,  and  I 
arrived  at  the  conclusion  that  it  was  malarial  fever  modified  by 
the  surroundings,  and  I  have  heard  no  good  reasons  assigned 
why  I  should  change  my  diagnosis,  and  therefore  with  all  due 
deference  for  the  opinion  of  others  I  must  still  insist  that  my 
opinion  is  correct.  I  have  seen  yellow  fever  and  treated  it 
dining  the  epidemic  of  1867  in  New  Orleans,  and  the  epidemic 
of  1878  in  Handsboro  and  Mississippi  City,  in  this  County 
and  State,  and  it  was  also  my  misfortune  to  have  charge  of  the 
Creel  cases  at  Mississippi  Citj*  in  1879,  which  gave  rise  to  such 
heated  controversy  and  brought  together  so  many  able  yellow 
fever  experts.  I  dislike  very  much  to  speak  of  myself  here, 
but  I  assure  30U  I  do  so  with,  reluctance,  but  it  is  necessary  in 
order  to  show  you  that  I  am  or  should  be  qualified  to  diagnose 
a  case  of  yellow  fever  when  I  see  it,  and  if  you  will  grant  my 
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ability  to  do  so,  T  unhesitatingly  deny  that  the  fever  at  Point 
Cadet  was  yellow  fever. 

In  conclusion,  permit  me  to  thank  you  for  the  trust  resposed 
in  me,  feeling  that  I  have  done  all  in  my  power  to  discharge 
this  unpleasant  duty  faithfully. 

Very  Respectfully, 

Charles  Pelaez,  M. 
Health  Inspector  Mississippi  State  Board  of  Health. 

Inclosed  please  find  bills  for  services  rendered  at  Point 
Cadet,  known  as  Infected  District. 

Bill  of  Guards..  $159  50 

Bill  of  Assistants  to  Mr.  Allen 14  75 

Bill  for  Hack  Hire 15  75 

Bill  of  Health  Inspector 100  25 

Bill  for  whitewash  brush  and  lime 2  95 

Bill  for  bedding  destroyed 25  25 

Total  8318  45 

I  received  from  [Major  Walthall,  when  he  turned  the  work 
over  to  me,  the  sum  <>f  fifty  dollars,  which  he  had  received  as 
a  loan  from  the  Jackson  County  Board  of  Health.  What  dis- 
position shall  I  make  of  this  money? 

Respectfully, 

C.  Pelaez,  M.  D. 

We  desire  to  state  in  this  connection,  as  has  already  been 
seen  from  the  foregoing  correspondence,  that  there  was  a  dif- 
ference of  opinion  among  the  physicians,  who  had  seen  cases  of 
the  fever,  as  to  its  nature.  Dr.  Pelaez  announced  his  opinion 
that  it  was  malarial  fever,  and  our  information  was  that  most, 
if  not  all  of  the  resident  physicians,  agreed  in  this  opinion.  But 
we  were  satisfied  from  the  information  received  by  us  aud  the 
information  of  others,  that  it  was  yellow  fever,  aud  the  cor- 
rectness of  this  opinion  we  think  was  fully  sustained  by  subse- 
quent developments.  Our  duty  is  a  very  responsible  one,  in- 
volving as  it  does,  the  protection  of  health  and  life,  and  being 
satisfied  as  to  the  correctness  of  our  conclusions,  measures  of 
prevention  were  at  once  adopted. 

On  October  16th  the  following  telegram  was  received,  which 
was  the  first  information  we  had  ot  the  recurrence  of  the  fever 
at  Biloxi. 

Pascagoula,  Miss.,  Oct.  16,  1886. 
To  Wirt  Johnston  : 

Fever  prevailing  at  Biloxi;  several  deaths,  and  think  ad- 
visable for  you  to  send  some  good  physician  to  investigate. 
Think  very  suspicious. 

|  Signed.]  S.  S.  Henry, 

President  Board  of  Health. 


16  MISSISSIPPI  STATE  BOARD  OF    PIEALTH. 

Upon  the  receipt  of  this  telegram  we  at  once  telegraphed  Dr. 
Shannon  at  Ocean  Springs,  who  had  previously  been  in  our 
service,  to  go  to  Biloxi  as  an  Inspector  of  this  Board,  but  as 
we  afterwards  learned  Dr.  Shannon  had  removed  from  the 
State.  Tae  next  day  we  telegraphed  to  Dr.  Champlin,  of  Bay 
St.  Louis,  as  follows: 


Jackson,  Miss.,  Oct.  17,  1SSG. 
To  Dr.  A.  P.  Champlin,  Bay  St.  Louis,  Mississippi: 

We  are  in  receipt  ot  a  telegram  from  S.  S.  Henry,  President 
Jackson  County  Board  of  Health,  that  there  is  a  suspicious  fever 
prevailing  at  Biloxi.  We  want  you  to  go  there  at  once  and  in- 
vestigate it  and  report  to' us  by  telegraph;  will  pay  ten  dollars 
a  day  and  expenses.     Telegraph  us  if  you  can  go. 

Wirt  Johnston. 


Dr.  Champlin  visited  Biloxi,  and  in  company  with  Dr.  Harry, 
President  of  the  Harrison  County  Board  of  Health,  examined 
some  of  fiie  cases,  and  both  telegraphed  us  that  it  was  yellow 
fever.     Dr.  Champlin's  telegrams  were  as  follows  : 


Bay  St.  Louis,  Oct.  19,  1886. 
To  Wirt  Johnston.  M.  D.,  Secretary  Mississippi  State  Board  of 
Health : 

In  compliance  with  your  request  I  visited  three  cases  of 
fever  in  Biloxi,  two  of  which  I  unhesitatingly  pronounce 
nruked  yeliow  fever.     Letter  by  mail. 

[Signed],  A.  Parker  Champlin,  M.  D. 

Bay  St.  Louis,  Oct.  19,  1S8G. 
To  Wirt  Johnston,  Jf.  D..  Secretary  State  Board  of  Health  : 

Biloxi  Herald  says  :  Three  hundred  cases,  all  kinds  of  sick- 
ness, eighteen  deaths,  twenty  five  cases  now  on  hand.  About 
what  I  learned  I  think  many  stringent  measures  should  be 
token  or  will  spread.     Have  called  a  meeting  of  our  Board. 

[Signed],  Champlin. 


Alter  careful  consideration  it  was  concluded  that  under  the 
ciicuinstances  it  would  be  useless  to  attempt  to  -'stamp  out" 
the  disease  at  Biloxi.  and  as  cases  had  been  reported  at  other 
points  in  Harrison  County,  it  was  decided  that  it  >»ould  be  best, 
in  order  to  prevent  the  spread  of  the  disease,  to  quarantine 
Hancock  County  on  one  side,  and  Jackson  County  on  the  other, 
against  Harrison  County.  We  accordingly  advised  the  health 
authoritivs  of  Hancock  County  to  establish  quarantine,  and 
ordered  the  same  done  in  Jackson  County.  We  will  add  that 
these  counties  were  efficiently  quarantined. 

On  November  1st  the  Hancoek  County  quarantine  rules  were 
modified  so  as  to  exempt  all  of  Harrison  County,  except  Biloxi 
and  Camp  Grounds  from  their  operation,  and  on  November  2d 
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the  Jackson  Count}'  Board  of  Health  was  instructed  to  do  the 
same. 

On  November  3d  Dr.  Pelaez,  in  response  to  our  inquiry,  in- 
formed us  that  there  had  been  no  newcase  since  October  24th. 

On  November  9th  Dr.  Champlin,  of  Bay  St.  Louis,  was  re- 
quested to  visit  Biloxi,  as  an  Inspector  of  this  Board,  and 
make  a  house-to-house  inspection  in  order  to  ascertain  definitely 
if  it  would  be  safe  to  remove  the  quarantine  restrictions;  that 
we  desired  him  to  mak-3  a  full  investigation  of  matters  at  Biloxi. 
aud  after  he  had  satisfied  himself  by  a  careful  examination,  to 
telegraph  us  his  conclusions,  so  that  we  might  be  in  position  to 
inform  the  health  authorities  of  Louisiana  in  regard  to  the 
disease.  We  also  informed  him  that  it  was  our  desire  to  not 
have  quarantine  against  Biloxi  continued  one  moment  longer 
than  was  necessary,  and  would  be  glad  to  have  it  removed  at 
the  earliest  time  when  it  would  be  safe  to  do  so. 

This  house-to-house  inspection  was  necessary  not  only  to  in- 
form ourselves,  but  also  to  satisfy  the  health  authorities  of 
Louisiana  who  required  it,  before  they  would  remove  their 
quarantine.  The  following  extract  from  a  letter  from  Dr. 
Joseph  Holt.  President  Board  of  Health,  State  of  Louisiana,  in 
response  to  one  from  us  asking  his  views  as  to  when  quarantine 
might  with  safety  be  removed,  will  show  the  views  entertained 
by  him : 

"In  reply  to  the  closing  inquiry  in  your  letter  I  will  state 
that  nothing  short  of  a  carefully  conducted  house-to-house  in- 
spection by  thoroughly  competent  and  efficient  officers,  ap- 
pointed and  directed  by  the  health  authorities  of  Mississippi, 
could  possibly  furnish  the  reliable  information  such  as  would 
permit  at  this  time,  or  until  established  cold  weather,  the  city 
of  New  Orleans  to  be  thrown  open  to  free  communication  with 
Biloxi." 

Dr.  Holt,  telegraphed  us  on  Nov.  Slh,  as  follows  : 
■  "Board  of  Health  adopted  to-night  the  following  resolution: 
•Quarantine  restrictions  against  Biioxi  will  be  removed  as  soon 
as  Dr.  Johnston,  Sec'y  of  the  Aliss.  State  Board  of  Health,  will 
give  positive  assurance  of  the  absence  of  infectious  disease  at 
that  town."  On  November  16th  the  following  telegram  was  re- 
ceive i.  from  Dr.  Champlin  : 

BiLOxr,  Miss.,  Nov.  16,  1880. 

To  Wirt  Johnston,  31.  D.,  Sec'y  State  Board  of  Health  • 

Inspection  finished  for  Biloxi.  I  again  unhesitatingly  state 
it  is  safe  to  remove  quarantine  restrictions  at  once.  No  new 
cases,  Father  Chevallier  will  notify  me  any  new  cases.  Were 
two  cases  on  Biloxi  River,  Capt.  Holly  and  brother,  some  time 
ago.  No  new  case  there,  Answer  wishes.  Report  per  mail  as 
soon  as  possible. 

(Signed)  A.  Parker  Champlin. 
Inspector  Miss.  State  Board  of  Health. 

2— B.H. 
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Upon  the  receipt  of  Dr.  Charoplins  telegram  we  at  once  sent 
the  following  : 

Jackson,  Miss.,  Nov.  16,  18S6. 

To  J.  W.  Stewart,  Moss  Point,  Miss.: 

Upon    receipt  of  this  please  remove  quarantine  against   Bi- 
'oxi.  Wirt  Johnston. 


Jacxson,  Miss.,  Nov.  10,  1886. 
To  Dr.  Joseph  Holt,  President  of  the  State  Board  of  Health 
of  Louisiana  : 
Dr.  Champlin  reports  he  has  completed  inspection  of  infected 
houses  in  BiIox:  and  there  are  no  new  cases.     This  Board  will 
remove  quaranLne  restrictions  at  once. 

Wirt  Johnston.  Sec'v. 


Jackson,  Miss,  Nov.  16,  1SS6. 
To  Dr.  A.  P.  Champlin,  Biloxi,  3Iiss.: 

Please  remove  quarantine    ot  your   county    against    Biloxi. 
We  have  telegraphed  Dr.  Holt  and  Jackson  county. 

Wirt  Johnston. 


We  will  explain  that  Dr.  Champlin  was  the  Pres'dent  of  the 
Hancock  county  Board  of  Health  as  well  as  the  Inspector  of 
this  Board. 

In  this  connection  we  will  also  state  that  immediately  upon 
the  receipt  of  the  first  information  of  the  fever  at  Filoxi  we 
telegraphed  the  information,  in  accordance  with  the  existing 
agreement,  to  the  health  organizations  which  were  represented 
at  the  quarantine  conference  held  in  New  Orleans  in  1881.  The 
telegram,  however,  to  Dr.  Cochran,  Health  Officer  of  Alabama, 
was  sent  to  him  through  mistake  to  Mobile  instead  of  Mont- 
gomery and  it  did  not  reach  him.  As  soon  as  the  recurrence  of 
the  fever  was  reported  to  us  we  at  once  again  telegraphed  it  to 
them. 

While  quarantine  is  always  inconvenient  to  those  subjected 
to  it  and  while  we  regret  that  the  necessity  tor  its  enforcement 
should  have  arisen,  still  our  line  of  duty  was  perlectly  clear  to 
us.  and  our  action  was  strictly  in  accordance  with  our  sense  of 
official  duty. 

We  are  pleased  to  be  able  to  report  that  our  efforts  were  suc- 
cessful in  preventing  the  spread  of  the  disease  beyond  the  limits 
of  Harrison  countv. 

As  shown  by  the  tabulated  statement  sent  us  by  Dr.  Champ- 
lin the  last  case  was  taken  sick  on  Nov.  10th. 

The  following  report  ot  Dr.  Champlin  is  respectfully  sub- 
mitted : 
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Bay  St.  Louis,  Miss.,  Nov.  17,  1S86. 
Mlrt  Johnston,   M.  I).,   Secfy   Miss.  State   Board  of  Health, 
Jackson,  Miss.: 

Dear  Doctor — Complying  with  your  request  I  proceeded  to 
Riloxi.  Miss,  by  first  train  on  Thursday  morning,  Nov.  11th, 
1886,  and  at  once  entered  on  duty,  and  respectfully  submit  the 
following  report  : 

On  my  arrival  there  I  found  I  would  need  assistance  to  carry 
investigation  to  a  successful  issue,  and  being  desirous  ot  hav- 
ing competent  ones,  I  telegraphed  the  Louisiana  State  Board 
of  Health  requesting  that  they  allow  me  to  employ  Mr.  L.  D. 
Allen,  one  of  their  officers,  and  who  had  already  been  on  the 
ground.  Am  pleased  to  state  my  request  was  readily  granted 
and  Mr.  Allen  ordered  to  report  to  me,  which  he  did.  I  also 
employed  Mr.  Fred  McCaleb  to  accompany  me  as  he  was  ac- 
quainted with  every  one,  and  had  been  employed  both  as  nurse 
and  guard,  besides  wishing  him  to  act  as  a  detective  to  watch 
any  one  who  might  try  to  evade  investigation. 

Deeming  it  best  that  there  be  a  distinct  understanding  be- 
tween the  town  authorities  and  myself  I  addressed  the  following 
letter  to  Mayor  Phil.  McCabe  and  members  of  the  city  council: 

Eiloxi,  Miss.,  Nov.   11. 
Capt.  Phil.  3IcCa.be,  Mayor   City  of  Biloxi,    and    Members 
Town   Council: 

Gentlemen- — By  request  of  the  Mississippi  State  Board  of 
Health  I  have  visited  your  town  for  the  purpose  of  investi- 
gating the  actual  state  of  sickness  which  lias  been  prevalent 
for  some  time. 

I  have  not  as  yet  received  explicit  instructions  as  to  what  is 
desired  of  me,  but  I  think  I  am  expected  t<>  visit  each  house  in 
which    any    sickness  has  been  or  may  now  be. 

I  wish  to  quietly  and  rightly  attend  to  this  matter,  and  trust 
each  and  every  citizen  will  assist  me;  but  let  me  emphatically 
state  that  if  I  find  anyone  tiying  to  evade  the  truth  I  will  pub- 
lish it  to  the  world  and  leave  my  investigations  at  once,  and  let 
the  blame  rest  where  it  belongs. 

A.  Parker  Champlin,  M.  D. 
Inspector  State  Board  of  Health. 

Mayor  McCabe  gave  me  assurances  that  they  would  do  all  in 
their  power  to  assist  me,  and  let  me  here  state  that  his  promise 
was  fully  carried  out,  and  we  met  with  kind  nets  of  assistance 
from  everyone  ot  said  council  whom  we  called  on. 

Thinking  it  would  expedite  our  labors  I  addressed  the  fol- 
lowing note  to  the  local  resident  phvsicians,  D;s.  Pelaez,  May- 
bin,  Lemone,  Aldrich  and  Girardin  : 

Dear  Doctor — Toen'able  me  to  carry  out  in  a  correct  manner 
the  investigation  of  the  present  and  and  late  sickness  prevalent 
— or  prevailing — in  your  city,  will  you  please  give  me  a  list  of 
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all  cases  attended  by  you.     All    cases  of  sickness   desired,  re- 
gardless of  type,  and  you  will  greatly  oblige, 

Yours  Truly, 

A,  Parker  Champlin. 

Inspector  Miss,  State  Board  of  Health. 


I  am  pleased  to  state  that  all,  excepting  Dr.  Maybin,  corn- 
plied  with  my  request,  and  thereby  lightened  our  labors,  for 
which  act  of  professional  courtesy  I  am  gratified. 

Messrs.  Allen  and  McCaleb  having  arrived  we  at  once  pro- 
ceeded to  Point  Cadet  and  commenced  investigations,  going  to 
each  house  known  to  have  had  any  type  of  fever,  and  we  so 
continued  to  do,  with  exception  of  cases  which  were  clearly 
given  us  by  attending  physicians,  these  exceptions  were  few; 
making  a  total  of  adults  of  160;  children, 110;  total,  270:  and  12 
deaths.  We  counted  all  as  adults  over  12  years  which  Captain 
Allen  informed  me  was  usual  in  New  Orleans. 

I,  without  wishing  to  be  egotistical,  can  say  that  the  investi- 
gation has  been  thorough  in  every  particular. 

We  have  especially  endeavored  to  find  out  how  the  disease 
was  introduced,  and  alter  sifting  the  matter,  and  weighing  all 
evidence,  I  must  state  that  I  believe  the  lighters  taking  off  bal- 
last is  the  cause.  'Tis  true  they  may  have  been  disinfected,  but 
how  often  has  said  disinfection  failed  to  be  effectual  ?  I  believe 
you  already  know  that  I  believe  Dr.  Murry  is  a  thorough  going 
officer  and  will  always  endeavor  to  do  his  full  duty,  and  as 
much  as  any  man,  but  it  is  hard  to  get  ahead  of  some  men  es- 
pecially if  disposed  to  run  the  blockade.  I  think  it  would  be 
well  if  your  board  would  see  that  a  law  be  passed  requiring  all 
vessels  or  lighters  taking  off  ballast,  and  all  pilots  or  other  per- 
sons having  intercourse  with  vessels  in  quarantine  at  Ship  Is 
land,  to  remain  at  the  quarantine  station  during  the  entire  sea- 
son. I  further  recommend  that  the  Quarantine  Station  be 
°upplied  with  provisions  and  all  necessaries  for  a  period  of  six 
or  eight  months,  and  that  no  communication  be  had  with  the 
mainland  under  any  circumstances  during  the  quarantine  sea- 
son, except  so  far  as  relates  to  the  transportation  of  mail,  which 
should  first  be  fumigated  and  then  placed  on  a  stationary  barge 
or  other  vessel  and  taken  off  by  some  one  from  the  mainland, 
which  would  be  a  virtual  non-intercourse. 

I  trust,  my  dear  doctor,  you  will  find  this  report  complete 
enough,  but  if  not  let  me  know  and  I  will  fill  up  any  omission, 
as  [  write  in  great  haste,  and  if  man  was  ever  tried  I  am. 

I  will  mail  accounts,  etc.,  to-morrow. 

I  have  removed  quarantine  and  am  now  having  guard  notified 
to  come  in. 


MISSISSIPPI  STATE  BOARD  OF  HEALTH.  21 

Trusting  time  will  prove  my   decision  correct,  with  high   re- 
gards, I  am 

Yours  Truly, 
A.  Parker  Champlin,  M.  D. 
Inspector  Miss.  State  Board  of  Health. 


Bay  St.  Louis,  Miss.,  Nov.  23,  1886. 
Wirt  Johnstsn,  M.  D.,  Sec'y  Miss.  State  Board  of  Health  : 

Dear  Doctor — In  summing  up  let  me  offer  the  following  de- 
duction in  confirmation  of  correctness  of  my  diagnosis  of  yellow 
fever,  as  true  type  of  fever  lately  prevalent  in  Biloxi,  Miss., 
and    not  malarial  as  stated  to  some. 

By  refering  to  tabulated  statement  you  will  find  that  in  reply 
to  our  question  as  to  duration  of  fever,  the  answer  has  been 
about  24  to  72  hours  and  passed  off  leaving  the  patient  conva- 
lescent but  weak. 

You  have  heard  much  about  relapses.  We  failed  to  find 
more  than  six  or  eight  such  cases,  and  some  of  those  I  believe 
were  only  an  indisposition  caused  b}r  some  indiscreet  act. 

Those  dyiDg  of  course  passing  into  the  second  stage  of  yellow 
fever,  ending  in  black  vomit,  or  a  discharge  of  like  matter  per 
bowels.  Others  recovered  even  after  reaching  their  second 
stage  and  experiencing  this  hemorrhagic  character. 

Fever  as  above,  accompanied  by  severe  headache,  pain  in 
back  and  limbs,  eyes  suffused,  fiery  look,  (seen  in  some  cases 
even  several  days  after  attack),  tongue,  in  some  cases,  indent- 
ed, white  center,red  edges  and  tips, in  some  bad  cases  assuming 
beefsteak  character.  Ever}'  case  examined  b}T  me  showed  a  puffy 
condition  ot  gums — very  red  even  days  after  attack,  except  in 
those  having  hemorrhage  from  gums  when  condition  would  be 
puff\",  swollen,  but  pale.  Many  cases  met  with  showed  a  bronzed 
appearance  of  face,  especially  cheeks,  looking  much  like  the 
plate  in  Prof.  Jones  Reports,  and  this  obtained  even  days  after 
convalescence  was  established.  The  temperature  was  represent- 
ed to  vary,  being  moderate  in  some,  higher  in  others,  several 
noticed  the  want  of  relation  between  pulse  aud  temperature, 
but  excepting  Miss  Nixon,  I  could  not  procure  reliable  data. 
Great  gastric  iritability  was  present  in  all  cases,  actual  vomit- 
ing often,  kidne_\  s  failed  to  act  normally  often,  being  actual 
suppression  for  several  hours  in  many.  Those  dying  ended 
with  this  failure,  coma  or  convulsions  ending  the  scene,  and 
result  of  kidney  failure. 

As  to  duration  of  fever  I  found  evidence  of  all  fallacious.-!,  e: 
when  asked  if  they  were  certain  as  to  number  of  hours  would 
reph'  that  after  taking  medicines  prescribed,  or  domestic  sudo- 
rifics  the  patient  would  peispire,  when  they  thought  fever  had 
abated.  You  know  what  such  evidence  is  worth.  I  met  with 
many  cases  when  the  aduenata  of  eye  was  jaundiced,  in  fact  a 
slight  tinge,  I  might  say,  was  present  in  all    recent  cases — no- 
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ticable  onty  in  many  when  specially  looked  for.  Sparkling, 
suffused,  jaundiced  eye,  with  reddish,  (dark)  hush  to  cheeks, 
often  remaining  for  days. 

Then  here  we  have  sudden  attacks,  severe  cephalgia,  pain 
in  back  and  limbs  pronounced,  sometimes  chill,  some  none,  fol- 
lowed by  a  fever,  which  from  best  data  at  hand,  (patient  or 
family)  lasted  several  hours,  passing  off  and  not  returning  ex- 
cept in  a  few  cases,  and  this  rare  recurrence  often  occurring 
without  taking  any  antiperiodic.  In  fact  Dr.  Aldrich  informed 
me  (when  I  asked  him  the  question)  that  he  omitted  giving 
the  antiperiodic  in  some  cases  and  recovery  was  as  certain  and 
soon  as  those  to  whom  it  was  given. 

Again,  the  kidneys  were  involved  more  or  less  in  the  great 
majority  of  cases,  albumen  being  pronounced  in  cases  where 
urine  was  rightly  examined. 

As  you  see  per  my  report  mady  cases  were  not  attended  by  a 
physician, 

We  were  enabled  to  trace  the  disease  from  house  to  house 
through  its  carriage  by  some  one  coming  in  contact  with  an  in- 
fected person  or  place,  for  instance,  in  the  Noble  family,  one  of 
their  daughters  called  on  Miss  A.  Cox  and  spent  a  few  hours. 
She  returning  home  in  a  few  days  was  taken  sick,  and  eight 
others  in  same  family  experienced  on  attack,  all  recovering. 

Again,  those  who  had  yellow  fever  in  '78  missed  it  this  year, 
although  those  who  were  not  there  in  '78  took  it  this  year. 

Masters,  who  carried  around  beef,  happened  to  be  in  the  hall 
when  Mr.  Edwards  was  laid  out.  He  returned  home  and  was 
takeu  with  same  fever.  And  so  it  went  on  from  house  to  house 
until  material  failed. 

Now  if  this  course  does  not  indicate  yellow  fever  I  am  at  a 
loss  to  imagine  what  kind  of  fever  it  was.  Certain  malarial 
lever  never  was  known  to  pla}7  such  freaks,  or  coune.  Trust- 
ing, should  an  other  epidemic  occur  thatjbetter  data  will  be  ob- 
tained. I  very  much  regret  that  an  earlier  house  to  house  in- 
vestigation was  not  made. 

I  have  just  received  yours  of  20th  enclosing  Auditor's  check 
for  $13.70,  which  I  beg  leave  to  acknowledge  with  thanks. 

Yours  Truly, 

A,  Parker  Champlix,  M.  D. 

P.  S.  And  let  me  in  concluding  my  duties  to  respectfully  call 
your  Boards  attention  to  the  fact  that  action  of  pilots,  either  on 
regular  vessels  or  lighters  are  very  loose,  and  after  duly  weighing 
all  evidence  at  hand,  fully  believe  that  the  unloading  of  ballast  in 
quarantine  grounds  and  lighter  afterwards  lyingin  the  waters  of 
Biloxi  Bay,  or  tying  up  to  bankor  wharf  was  the  actual  cause  of 
Biloxi's  trouble  during  the  past  season. 

Let  our  State  Board  have  the  Legislature  pass  an  act  com- 
pelling all  persons,  or  vessels,  coming  in  contact  with  any 
infected  vessel,  inside  or  outside  quarantine   limits,   remain  at 
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station  for  full  period  of  existence  of  quarantine,  and  jet  ail 
supplies  be  provided,  before  band,  for  a  six  montbs  siecre,  and 
let  the  penalty  for  its  infraction  be  so  large  that  no  one  dare  ruu 
the  risk,  and  let  informer  against  them  receive  half  and  be  fully 
protected  in  his  rights.  And  be  it  further  understood  that  anv 
pleasure,  fishing,  or  gaming  part}'  who  may  invade  said  quaran- 
tine limits  be  held  in  quarantine  tluring  the  rest  of  season  and 
there  will  be  no  need  of  moving  said  station. 

And  further,  let  the  officer  in  charge  of  quarantine  station 
be 'appointed  by  the  Governor,  ss  a  justice  of  the  peace,  with 
full  power  to  maintain  said  act,  and  each  man  serving  under 
him  be  made  a  special  constable,  with  full  power  to  arrest  any 
one  transgressing  rules,  and  there  will  be  no  need  of  a  change 
of  location. 

Yellow  fever  never  will  spread  to  mainland  if  not  carried  by 
some  one. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

A.   Parker  Champlin. 
Late  Inspector  Miss.  State  Board  of  Health. 


Bay  St.   Louis,  Miss.,  Nov.  19,  1886. 
Wirt  Johnston,  31.  D.}  Sec' 'y  State  Board  of  Health : 

Dear  Doctor — On  ray  arrival  home  I  at  once  set  to  work 
making  out  a  list  of  cases  seen  by  us  during  our  six  days  stay 
in  Biloxi. 

I  regret  not  being  able  to  meet  with  a  new  case  as  I  would 
have  been  pleased  to  watch  it  through  all  its  stages.  I  had  re- 
ceived a  very  good  description  of  a  case  which  died,  witli 
pulse  and  temperature  ranges  from  Miss  Nixon,  but  regret  to 
say  it  was  in  my  pocket  clinical  book  which  I  was  so  unfortu- 
nate as  to  lose,  or  it  was  stolen  out  of  my  overcoat  pocket.  I 
trust  I  will  yet  recover  it  as  it  contains  all  my  notes. 

We  endeavored  in  every  possible  way  to  find  out  how  the 
fever  was  brought  to  Biloxi,  and  from  what  I  could  learn  I  am 
of  the  opinion  that  the  whole  blame  lies  on  the  lighter  taking 
off  ballast,  and  that  while  infected  vessel  is  in  quarantine. 
Tis  true  they  are  disinfected,  but  you  know  that  often  fails  to 
prevent  its  breaking  out  again.  I  fiud  that  these  liarhters 
after  discharging  ballast  often  run  around  to  the  Back  Bay  of 
Biloxi  and  eilher  tie  up  to  wharf  or  anchor  near  the  shore 
and  from  which  even  bedding  is  often  taken  on  shore.  Had 
we  been  able  to  prove  some  connections  between  these  vessels 
and  Charles  Holley's  family,  at  Point  Cadet,  (Mrs.  H.  being- 
first  case  there)  I  think  the  matter  could  be  settled.  'Tis  true 
Lee  Elder  was  sick  previous  to  her,  (Aug.  I,)  but  his  was  a 
doubtful  case.  He  .lives  very  near  bank  where  lighters  lay. 
About  the  middle  of  August  one  cf  said  boats  was  sunk  in 
front  of  his  house  and  baggage,  etc.,    removed    to   bank.     We 
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tried  to  find  some  connection  with  it  and  the  Holley  family  but 
up  to  time  of  leaving  could  not  find  ont  anything  definite. 

We  have  reported  270  ca-3es  of  sickness-  About  20  might 
be  placed  as  doubtful,  leaving  250  cases  of  actual  mild  yellow 
fever.  Only  one  nr  two  cases  could  be  found  where  they  had 
had  yellow  fever  before. 

I  would  be  pleased  if  the  Harrison  county  Board  would  have 
Capt.  Allen  do  the  disinfecting  as  I  would  then  know  it  was 
rightl}'  done.  I  hired  a  man  to  burn  the  old  bedding  straw 
left  by  Mr.  Samples,  ou  which  his  child  died  with  the  black 
vomit. 

Capt.  Allen  remained  in  Biloxi  awaiting  orders  from  his  board. 
I  wrote  yesterday  a  letter  of  thanks,  and  think  you  should  pa}* 
liim  well.  He  is  a  very  efficient  olficer  and  a  perfect  gen- 
tleman. 

Any  points  you  may  wish  I  will  attend  to  at  onee  as  soon  as 
notified. 

Trusting  we  may  not  have  this  trouble  again,  and  if  we  should 
that  inspection  be  made  earlier,  I  am 

Yours  Truly, 

A.  Parker  Champlin. 


Roe  Carlton  was  perfectly  well  on  the  morning  of  the  7th  of 
October  up  to  11  o'clock,  when  he  was  taken  with  a  violent  head 
and  backache  accompanied  with  slight  chill,  had  one  continued 
paroxysm  until  he  died.  Was  sick  four  days,  towards  the  latter 
part  of  his  sickness  kidneys  did  not  act  freely.  On  the  morn- 
ing of  his  death  had  inclination  to  vomit;  passed  a  quantity  of 
black  stuff;  noticed  he  began  to  get  black  behind  his  ear?  and 
around  his  neck  and  throat,  immediately  after  death  body  and 
whites  of  eyes  turned  a  deep  yellow  or  gold  color.  On  the  4th 
•of  October  he  went  to  see  his  sister  Ida  (at  Mrs.  Parks  on 
Back  Bay)  who  had  just  gotten  over  the  fever,  and  remained 
from  12  until  4  o'clock,  p.  m.     His  temperature  was  as  follows: 

October      7  :it  11  a.   m.   Pulse  was  120.  Temperature  105 

"  120,  "  104 

"     96,  "  102.75 

-     90,  "  101.75 

«     68,  "  106.75 

"  Thready      " 

■■       11  at  12  m.  became  prostrated    and   died;  fever  left 
him  at  about  10  o'clock. 

R.  L.  M.  Nixon. 

I  am  pleased  to  Say  I  have  just  found  this  among  my  papers. 
Lt  is  the  best  clinical  data  I  could  get  of'a  case.  I  know  it  to 
be  reliable  C. 
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In  order  that  our  official  relations  to  Harrison  county  may 
be  understood  we  desire  to  explain  that  according  to  the  opin- 
ion of  ex-Attorney  General  Catching?,  to  whom  the  question 
was  submitted,  we  have  no  jurisdiction  over  the  water  front  of 
that  county  and  were, therefore,  powerless  to  enforce  any  meas- 
ures to  prevent  the  introduction  of  disease  by  that  avenue.  It 
is  thought  to  be  due  to  ourselves  to  makE  this  explanation  to 
show  that  we  were  in  no  way  responsible  for  the  introduction 
of  the  disease  into  Harrison  county. 

In  conclusion  we  desire  to  express  our  thanks  to  the  Jackson 
count}'  Board  of  Health,  Dr.  Champlin,  Inspector,  Dr.  Pelaez, 
who  was  Inspector  at  Point  Cadet  during  the  first  outbreak  of 
the  fever,  and  to  the  Louisiana  State  Board  of  Health  for  val- 
uable assistance.  We  also  desire  to  thank  Mr.  Marshall,  of  the 
Louisville  and  Nashville  Railroad,  for  so  readily  and  willingly 
conforming  to  our  quarantine  rules. 


JACKSON  COUOTY. 

SEA  COAST  QUARANTINE  — 1886. 

The  quarantine  at  the  Port  of  Pascagoula  went  into  opera- 
tion May  17th.  The  following  extract  from  a  letter  of  Mr.  J. 
~W.  Stewart,  Secretary  of  the  Board  of  Health  of  that  county, 
is  the  only  report  we  have  received  of  the  work  done  :  "In  re- 
gard to  a  report  of  the  working  of  our  quarantine  for  the  year 
1886,  I  can  say  that  we  put  on  quarantine,  on  May  17th  with 
Dr.  Bragg  as  our  quarantine  officer.  On  June  10th,  he  went 
with  his  orew  to  our  station  on  Rouud  Island  and  remained 
there  until  September  13th,  when  he  resigned,  and  Dr.  Griffin 
was  elected  to  take  charge  of  the  Station,  which  he  did.  Du- 
ingjthe  season,  69  vessels  arrived  at  our  station,  and  you  have 
ray  report  showing  the  receipts,  which  is  all  I  can  give  you  of 
the  operations  at  the  Station." 

— 1SS7.— 

Quarantine  at,  the  Port  of  Pascagoula  began  on  May  1st,  and 
the  following  report  of  Dr.  Griffin,  Quarantine  Physician,  will 
show  the  work  done: 

To  the  Board  of  Health  of  Jackson  County,  Miss. : 

I  herewith  transmit  my  report  of  the  conduct  of  quarantine 
at  this  Station  for  the  season  of  1887. 

Quarantine  was  commenced  on  May  5th,  and  for  a  time  the 
enforcement  of  quarantine  restrictions  was  operated  from  the 
main  land.  Oa  the  8th  of  June  I  came  to  the  Station  on 
Round  Island,  where  I  have  remained  until  the  present,  except 
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an  occasional  visit  to  the  shore  by  yo^r   permission,  when  the 
emergency  of  the  service  would  allow  it. 

During  the  season  85  vessels  have  arrive;!  at  the  station 
from  various  ports  in  the  West  Indies,  Central  and  South 
America,  Mexico,  Africa,  Mediterranean  Sea,  Continent  of  Eu- 
rope and  the  United  States.  Forty  one  of  them  were  from 
ports  known  to  be  infected.  On  June  the  13th,  the  Russian 
bark  Ansio  arrived  from  Aspinwall,  with  two  men  on  board 
sick  with  fever,  which  proved  to  be  of  a  malarial  character,  but 
as  three  men  from  the  vessel  had  died  in  the  hospital  while  she 
was  at  that  port,  and  the  certificate  of  death,  nor  the  consular 
bill  of  health  did  not  state  what  they  died  of,  she  was  treated 
as  an  infected  vessel. 

She  was  detained  thirty-six  days  for  observation  and  disin- 
fection, after  which  no  further  sickness  having  occurred  on 
board,  she  was  allowed  to  load  in  quarantine  by  permission  of 
the  Boarc,  without  communication  with  the  shore,  and  left  the 
port  on  August  7th,  for  Rio  Janeiro. 

I  have  had  but  lit'.lg  difficulty  in  enforcing  quarantine  re- 
strictions during  the  6eason,  and  have  seen  but  a  slight  dis- 
position to  disregard  them  in  any  quarter,  and  a  healthy  public 
sentiment  in  favor  of  a  strict  quarantine  has  helped  to  make 
the  service  more  efficient  and  pleasant.  Consular  bills  of 
health  have  improved  a  great  deal  in  reliability  tiie  last  four 
years,  but  there  is  yet  great  room  for  improvement,  particularly 
in  giving  the  sanitary  history  of  vessels  and  their  crews  while 
in  ports  from  whence  they  sail. 

I  must  except  from  these  general  remarks,  the  bills  of  health 
that  came  from  Havana,  and  commend  the  faithful  work  of  Dr. 
Burgess,  in  giving  full,  explicit  and  reliable  bills  of  health, 
since  his  appointment  to  the  service  at  that  port. 

Unfortunately,  Captains  are  averse  to  having  any  oiher  than 
clean  bills  as  they  imagine  foul  bills  will  necessarily  get  them 
into  trouble  at  their  ports  of  destination.  The  indisposition 
of*  Captains  to  to  give  the  health  officer  a  correct  report  of  the 
sanitary  history  of  their  vessels  and  crews  oftentimes  renders 
it  very  difficult  to  determine  whether  a  vessel  should  be  treated 
a3  an  infected  or  suspected,  and  consequently,  many  vessels  are 
detained  in  quarantine  unnecessarily.  It  would  be  much  bet- 
ter for  the  service  if  Consuls  were  required  to  visit  and  inspect 
all  vessels  before  giving  bills  of  health,  and  to  certify  explicitly 
ever}'thing  as  to  the  sanitary  history  of  the  vessel,  the  crew, 
and  the  part  that  might  be  of  service  to  health  officers,  and 
these  bills  should  be  sealed  and  addressed  to  officers  at  the 
ports  of  destination,  their  contents  being  unknown  to  Captains. 

The  buildings  at  the  Station  are  in  a  good  state  of  preserva- 
tion. During  the  season  I  had  them  all  white-washed  without 
cost  to  the  Board  except  for  material,  and  also  a  number  of 
pines  cut  down  that  were  standing  too  close  to  the  buildings. 
The  fence  inclosing  the  station  is  rotting  down,  but  as  there  is 
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nothing  on  the  island  in  the  way  of  animals  to    interfere  with 
the  buildings,  that  is  a  matter  of  no  consequence. 

I  call  3'our  attention  to  the  fact  that  there  is  no  suitable  boat 
for  the  use  of  the  officers  at  the  station.  The  light-keeper  on 
the  Island  was  kind  enough  to  loan  us  his  boat;  otherwise  we 
would  not  have  been  able  to  attend  promptly  to  the  duties  of 
the  service  during  the  season.  A  good  safe  boat,  with  some 
comforts  and  protection  from  the  weather  should  be  provided 
before  another  season. 

For  some  reason  unknown  to  me  I  have  failed  to  receive  "The 
Health  Bulletin,"  published  by  the  Marine  Hospital  Service, 
and  furnished  to  the  Stations.  It  is  a  useful  publication  and 
Ave  should  have  the  use  of  it. 

Without  occupying  space  just  here  to  give  my  reason  for  it, 
I  cannot  withhold  the  expression  of  an  opinion  that  the  Na- 
tional Quarantine  Refuge  Station  should  be  continued  at  its 
present  location  at  Ship  Island. 

Very  Respectfully. 

E.   F.  Griffin, 
Health  Officer  Jackson  County. 
Round  Island,  Nov.  12,  1887. 

Respectfully  submitted  to  thefState  Board  of  Health. 

S.  S.  Henry, 
President  Jackson  County  Board  of  Health, 

J.  W.  Stewart, 
Secretary  Jackson  County  Board  of  Health. 

The  following  communication  was  received^from  the  Jack- 
son County  Board  of  Health  : 

Moss  Point,  Miss.  ,  October  13,  1887. 
Dr.  Wirt  Johnston,  Secretary  State  Board  of  Health,  Jackson, 
Miss. : 

Dear  Sir — At  a  meeting  of  our  Board  held  to-day,  I  was  in- 
structed to  ask  of  your  Board  assistance  in  keeping  a  Quaran- 
tine during  the  winter  months  against  the  Cholera  infected 
ports  of  the  Mediterranean  Sea.  The  expense  will  be  about 
•$75.00  per  month,  and  will  be  goverened  by  circumstances  as 
to  how  long  to  keep  it  up. 

Yours  very  truly, 

J.  W.  Steavart, 
Secretary  County  Board  of  Health. 

It  was  decided  to  maintain  the  quarantine  against  Cholera 
during  the  winter,  as  it  is  the  opinion  that  every  State  in  the 
Union  should  do  its  part  towards  exclnding  the  disease  from 
our  shores,  and  although  the  seacoast  over  which  Ave  haA'e  juris- 
diction is  quite  limited  in  extent,  still  we  think  it  our  duly  to 
do  our  portion  of  this  great  work. 


Receipts  and  Expenditures  in  1886. 


postage,  expressage  and  telegrams. 

1886.  Dr. 

Sept.      16  To  amount  from  Auditor $5400 

Nov.      20  To  amount    from  Auditor 50  80 

To  amount  due  Secretary 5  51 

$110  31 
1886.  Cr. 

Tan.         9  By  postoffice  box  rent  for  quarter  commencing  Jan.  1st,  $  2  00 

March  23  By  postage    stamps 4  00 

April       7  By  postoffice  box  rent  for  quarter  ending  June    30th 2  00 

July         3  By  postoffice  box  rent  for  quarter  ending  Sept,  30th. . .  2  00 

Sept.         1  By  telegrams  sent  and   received 9  55 

"          2  By             do                     do            5  30 

"           3  By              do                       do             4  05 

"          4  By             do                     do            835 

"          6  By             do                     do 4  30 

7  By             do                      do            345 

8  By             do                      do            2  85 

';           9  By  telegram  sent I  00 

"         13  By  telegram  received 1    15 

"         16  By  postage  stamps 400 

"         16  By  expressage  on    papers   from    Dr.    Sale,    Aberdeen, 

President  of  the  Board 25 

Oct.         2  By  postoffice  box  rent  for  quarter  ending  Dec.  3ist 2  00 

"         16  By  telegrams  sent  and  received 265 

'•         17  By             do                     do          2  95 

"         18  By  telegram    sent 689 

"         19  By  telegrams  sent  and  received 4  12 

"         20  By         do                      do             5  80 

Nov.         r  By  telegrams  sent 220 

"           2  By  telegrams  sent  and  received 3  30 

"           3  By              do                       do             560 

"           8  By             do                      do            165 

"           9  By  telegram  sent 35 

"         10  By  telegram  received 60 

"         11  By  telegrams  sent  and  received 2  60 

"         13  By  telegram  received 3  8° 

"         15  By  telegram  sent 1  40 

"         16  By  telegrams  sent  and  received 4  65 

"         17  By  telegram  received 55 

18  By                do                70 

"         26  By  expressage  on  papers  from  President  of  Board,  Ab- 
erdeen   25 

Dec.       22     By  postage    stamps 400 

$110  31 
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FOR  THE  PREVENTION  OF  YELLOW  FEVER  AT  BILOXI. 

1886.  Dr. 

Sept.      18  To  amount  from  Auditor $26795 

Oct.          4  To  amount  from  Auditor  25  25 

"         12  To  amount  from  Auditor 25  25 

Nov.       20  To  amount  from   Auditor I3  7O 

"         27  To  amount  from  Auditor 119  2O 


-451  35 

1886  Cr. 

Sept.      18     By  bill  of  C.  M.  Holley,  Jr.,  for  services  as  guard  from 

4th  Sept,  '86  to  12th  Sept.,  inclusive,  and  affidavit. $   13   75 

"         18     By  bill  of  William  Cox  foj  services    as    whitewasher   i 

day  and  affidavit 6  25 

"         18     By  bill  of  Chas.  Wentsel  for  services  as  guard,    11  days 

and   affiidavit 16  75 

"         18     By  bill  of  C.  M.  Holley,  Sr.,  for  services  as  assistant  in 

disinfecting,  1  day  and  affidavit 1   75 

"  18  By  bill  of  Dulion  and  Gillen  for  hack  hire  for  use  of 
Physician  in  his  visits  to  infected  district  and  affi- 
davit       15   75 

"         18     By  bill  of  L.  Lopez  &  Co.,  for    2    whitewash   brushes, 

I  bbl.  lime  and   affidavit 2  95 

"         18     By  bill  of  John  Hockley  for  services  as  guard,    11    days 

and  affidavit 16   75 

"         18     By  bill  of  E.  V.  Ladnier  for  services  as  guard,    10   days 

and  affidavit 15   25 

"  18  By  bill  of  Chas,  Holley,  Sr.,  for  services  as  guard,  from 
the  2d  Sept.  '86  to  the  12th  Sept.  '86,  inclusive  and 
affidavit 16   75 

"         18     By  bill  of  Patrick  Roberts  for  services    as  guard,  7  days 

and  affidavit 10  75 

"         18     By  bill  of  C,  M.  Holly,  Jr.,  for  assisting  in  disinfecting 

I  day  and    affidavit 1    75 

"         18     By  bill  of  Clem  Ladnier  for  services  as  guard,    10    days 

and  affidavit 15  25 

"         18     By  bill  of  Robert  Hardy  for  services  as  guard,  10    days 

and  affidavit 15   25 

"  18  By  bill  of  Clement  Cox  for  services  as  assistant  in  disin- 
fecting, 1  day  and  affidavit I    75 

"  18  By  bill  of  Elias  Rhodes  for  services  as  assistant  in  disin- 
fecting, 2  days    and    affidavit 3  25 

"         18     By  bill  of  Elias  Rhodes  for    services    as    guard,  9  days 

and  affidavit 13  75 

"  18  By  bill  of  Dr.  Charles  Pelaez  for  services  as  Inspector 
from  Sept.  3d  to  Sept.  12th  '86,  inclusive  and  affi- 
davit      100  25 

Oct.  4  By  bill  of  F.  H.  McCaleb  for  services  as  Capt.  of  the 
guard  from  Sept.  3d,  to  Sept.  12th  '86,  inclusive 
and  affidavit  included  in  amount 25  25 

'"  12  By  bill  of  P.  J.  Montross  for  bedding  furnished  to  re- 
place that  destroyed  and  affidavit 25   25 

Nov.  20  By  bill  of  Dr.  A.  P.  Champlin  for  services  and  expenses 
as  Inspector  in  going  to  Biloxi  to  investigate  the 
out-break  of  fever  there  on  Oct.  iSth 13   70 

"  27  By  bill  of  Dr.  A  P.  Champlin  for  services  and  expen- 
ses as  Inspector  from  Nov.  nth  to  Nov.  17th,  inclu- 
sive, in  going  to  Biloxi  and  making  house  to 
house  inspection 119  20 

$45i  35 
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FOR  QUARANTINE  PURPOSES. 

Quarantine  Inland  in  Jackson  county  to  Prevent  the  Introduction  of  Yel- 
low Fever  from  Harrison   county. 

1886.  Dr. 

Nov.      27     To  amount  from  Auditor $485  00 

Dec.       2S     To  amount  from    Auditor 4800 

$533  °0 
18S6.  Cr. 

Nov.       27     By  bill    of  A.    C.    Bradford  for  3O  days  services  as  train 

Inspector  from  Scranton  $75  00 

"         27     By  bill  of  C.  D.  Moore  for  30  days  services   as  train  In- 
spector for  Jackson  county 75  00 

"         27     By  bill  ot  H.  H.  Foy  for  use  of  boat  from  Oct.  20th  to 

Nov.  16th,  inclusive 10  00 

"         27     By  bill  of  W.  D.  Bullock  for  28  days  services   as    train 

Inspector  from  Ocean    Springs.. 70  00 

''        27     By  bill  of  H.  H.  Eoy  for  services  as   guard    from    Oct. 

2oth  to  Nov.  16th,  inclusive 42  co 

"         27     By  bill  of  J,  D.  Minor  for  services  as  guard    from    Oct. 

20th  to  Nov.  16th,  inclusive 42  00 

"         27     By  bill  of  Louis  Ryan  for  services  as  guard    from    Oct. 

20th  to  Nov.  16th,  fnclusive 42  00 

"         27     By  bill  of  J.  B.  Ryan  for  services  as   guard   from    Oct. 

19th  to  Nov.  16th,  inclusive 43  50 

"        27     By  bill  of  R.  C.  Bellman  for  services  as  guard  from  Oct. 

19th  to  Nov,  16th.  inclusive 43  50 

"         27     By  bill  of  A.  E.  DeSave  for  services  as  guard  from  Oct. 

20th  to  Nov.  16th,  inclusive 42  00 

Dec.        28     By  bitl  of  Michael  Hart  for  12   months    storage,    up  to 

Oct,  1st,  on  quarantine  property  at  Osyka 48  00 

$033  00 


AMOUNT  Furnished  the  County  Board  of  Health  of  Hancock  county  to 
assist  them  in  conducting  a  Quarantine  against  Harrisou  county  to 
Prevent  the  Introduction  of  Yellow  Fever.  Under  an  "Act  to  aid  the 
County  Board  of  Health  and  Quarantine  in  the  county  of  Hancock  and 
Harrison  and  for  other  purposes,"  approved  March  5th,  1886. 

1886. 

Nov.     3 $200  00 

"     27 120  00 

Dec.   28 7  85 

$327  85 


ON  ACCOUNT  OF  SMALL-POX. 

1886.  Dr. 

Aug.  5     To  amount  from  Auditor $2  00 

1886.  Cr. 

Aug.  5     By  Byron  Lemly's  bill  for  20  points  Vaccine  Virus $2  00 
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AMOUNT  Furnished  Jackson  County  Board  of  Health  under  the  provi- 
sion of  an  Act  supplementary  to  an  Act  to  amend  the  Statutes  in  re- 
gard to  Boards  of  Health,  approved  Feb.  28th  1SS0. 

1S86. 

May     20 $500  00 

Aug.      5 50000 

Oct.       2 278  00 

Nov.    27 42I  00 

$1,699  °° 

EXPENSES  of  Members  and  their  Per  Diem  in  Attending  a  meeting  at 
Jackson  on  .April  20th  and  21st. 

J.  W.    Bennett $22  80 

R.  S.Toombs 34  00 

B.  F.  Kittrell 30  70 

J.  M.  Taylor 31  30 

J.  P.   Moore 24  80 

R.  T.  Edwards 20  70 

E.  P.  Sale 37  00 

S.  V.  D.  Hill 34  Oo 

John  Wright 35  00 

\V.  F.  Hyer 37  30 

$307  60 
Secretary's  Salary $800  co 


Reports  of  Chief  Health  Officers  of  Counties. 


ADAMS  COUNTY. 

REPORT  OF  DR.  L.  E.  PROFILET,  CHIEF  HEALTH  OFFICER. 


When  I  made  my  annual  report  for  the  year  endiug  Sept.  30, 
1885,  three  cases  of  small-pnx  had  developed  from  August  24th 
to  September  24th,  and,  at  the  time  the  indications  seemed  favor- 
able for  no  farther  extension  of  the  dreaded  disease.  As  my 
hopes  were  doomed  to  disappointment,  I  have  thought  it  best 
to  continue  the  history  of  what  afterwards  appeared  to  threaten 
Adams  county  with  an  epidemic  of  small-pox.  The  case  re- 
ported on  the  24th  died.  This  house  was  thoroughly  disin- 
fected and  whitewashed,  and  the  infected  clothing  burned. 
Just  as  my  fears  began  to  be  quieted  as  to  a  further  extension 
of  the  disease,  on  October  19th,  a  suspicious  case  was  reported 
on  a  plantation  about  six  miles  from  Natchez  by  dirt  road,  but 
not  more  than  two  miles  on  an  air  line  from  the  first  infected 
place.  I  immediately  visited  the  place  and  isolated  the  case  as 
well  as  I  could,  and  vaccinated  all  in  the  vicinity  with  virus 
just  received,  and  no  other  case  was  reported  there,  although 
the  vaccine  matter  did  not  prove  effective.  Again  there  was  a 
lull,  and  no  other  cases  were  reported  until  November  9th,  on 
another  place  on  the  Natchez  side  of  the  creek  leased  by  a  ne- 
gro man,  and  about  three  miles  from  town.  I  visited  the  case 
in  the  morning — it  was  reported  about  8  o'clock  at  night — and 
found  a  case  of  confluent  small-pox.  He  had  eome  about  one 
month  before  from  the  plantation  adjoining  the  one  on  which 
the  last  case  occurred,  and  being  a  cousin  of  the  young  man,  the 
inference  that  he  had  been  in  contact  with  him  skeins  plausible. 
I  immediately  isolated  and  -had  him  strictly  guarded,  allowing 
only  essential  communication,  and  vaccinated  all  near  him.  But 
as  the  sequel  proved,  others  had  already  been  exposed.  Still, 
had  the  virus  been  effective,  the  other  cases  might  have  been 
prevented,  tor  they  did  not  develop  until  sufficient  time  had 
elapsed  for  vaccination  to  protect  them.  The  man  died  in  one 
week,  and  I  had  all  the  bedding  and  clothing  in  the  room  burn- 
ed, and  the  building  fumigated  and  whitewashed  inside  and  out- 
side.    I  did  not  keep  a  record  of  my  vaccinations  and  revacci- 
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nations  necessitated  by  the  vaccine  matter  being  inert.  The 
next  case  reported  was  on  December  2nd,  in  a  different  direc- 
tion on  a  place  near  the  river  bank,  and  some  miles  distant.  I 
took  the  usual  precautions,  except  vaccinating,  for  I  had  as  yet 
failed  to  secure  reliable  vaccine  matter.  There  were  four  others 
in  the  same  room,  the  house  containing  but  two  rooms,  one  of 
which  was  filled  with  pea  vine  hay.  As  they  had  all  been  ex- 
posed, I  was  compelled  to  detain  all.  The  hay  I  burned  so  that 
the  guard  could  use  the  room,  there  being  no  shelter  of  any 
kind  within  a  quarter  of  a  mile  to  protect  him  from  the  in- 
clement weather  prevailing  at  that  time.  While  visiting  the 
last  mentioned  case,  it  was  m  mo  red  that  more  cases  had  devel- 
oped where  the  man  had  recently  died.  On  visiting  the  spot  I 
found  five  new  cases  which  had  not  been  reported  to  me,  one 
man  and  four  children,  and  I  thought  they  had  tried  to  conceal 
them  from  me  for  fear  of  being  quarantined.  They  had  all 
been  vaccinated  but  without  a  successful  result.  As  the  situa- 
tion was  becoming  alarming,  I  immediately  employed  two 
guards  for  that  locality  as  there  were  five  houses  and  fifteen  or 
twenty  young  and  old  who  had  been  exposed  and  whom  it 
would  have  been  dangerous  to  allow  to  mingle  with  their 
neighbors.  My  intention  also  was  to  convert  this  place  into  a 
pest-house  if  it  became  necessary.  All  these  people  I  vacci- 
nated three  times,  successfully  only  the  last  time  after  the  mis- 
chief was  done.  And  even  then  it  failed  with  one  child,  aDd 
she  was  the  only  other  case  on  the  place  in  whom  the  small-pox 
developed  after  the  last  five.  There  was  another  case  in  the 
neighborhood  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  distant.  This  was  a 
bo^  who  had  been  in  the  habit  of  playing  witn  the  children  on 
the  infected  place,  and  contracted  the  disease  there.  I  had  him 
and  his  grandmother,  the  only  inmates  of  tne  house  conveyed 
to  the  place  I  had  selected  as  a  pest-house,  and  had  her  house 
disinfected,  and  allowed  no  one  to  move  into  it  until  after  the 
quarantine  was  raised.  It  did  not  require  much  compulsion, 
however,  as  all  the  neighbors  were  afraid  to  go  near  the  house. 
1  think  the  quarantine  was  rigidly  enforced,  as  my  guards 
were  reliable,  and  the  fear  of  the  disease  ou  the  part  of  the 
neighboring  negroes  kept  them  away,  and  made  them  vigilant 
to  prevent  anv  infringement  of  the  quarantine.  There  were 
three  deaths  at  this  camp.  I  did  not  move  the  case  from  the 
house  near  the  river  as  it  was  well  isolated,  and  to  move  him 
would  have  exposed  so  man}r  persons.  I  only  employed  one 
guard  at  this  place  on  account  of  the  natural  isolation  of  the 
place.  Of  the  remaining  four  in  the  house  three  took  the  dis- 
ease and  one  died,  making  four  cases  in  that  house,  and  one 
death,  and  that  from  bis  own  imprudence.  The  last  case  re- 
ported was  on  January  10th,  188G,  at  Glen  Cannon,  a  suburban 
residence  one  mile  from  Natchez  and  two  or  three  miles  from 
either  of  the  infected  places.  This  case  was  a  white  man,  a  la- 
borer on  the  place.     He  had  a  light  case  of  varioloid,  although 
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be  bore  tbe  positive  marks  of  having  had  the  small  pox,  and 
had  formerly  been  a  nurse  in  a  pest-house.  He  was  in  a  build- 
ing not  more  than  twenty  yards  from  the  dwelling  of  the  owner 
of  the  place,  and,  on  investigation  I  found  that  there  had  been 
a  negro  man  sick  in  an  adjoining  room  who  had  recovered  and 
gone  to  work  whose  disease  was  considered  "Poison  Oak,"  but 
on  inspection  I  pronounced  his  disease  small-pox.  This  case 
had  not  been  reported,  and  as  there  had  been  constant  inter- 
course with  the  owner's  family,  where,  besides  the  lather  and 
mother,  there  were  several  children,  none  of  whom  had  been 
vaccinated,  my  wonder  is  that  they  should  all  escape.  I  vac- 
cinated all  in  the  family  and  neighborhood  with  virus  just  re- 
ceived from  the  State  Board,  and  moved  the  man  and  his  wife 
to  the  pest-house,  and  required  the  owner  to  disinfect  the 
building.  By  the  19th  of  January  all  the  cases  had  recovered, 
and  clothing  and  premises  disinfected,  and  such  articles  and 
clothing  burned  as  I  considered  essential  for  preventing  any  fur- 
ther spread  of  the  disease,  and  I  discharged  all  the  guards  and 
declared  the  quarantine  raised  much  to  my  relief,  as  the  duties 
of  my  position  had  been  hazardous  as  well  as  responsible. 
Had  the  first  lots  of  vaccine  virus  I  was  able  to  obtain  proved 
reliable,  I  feel  confident  that  the  disease  would  have  been 
checked  sooner.  Our  Board  of  Supervisors  manifested  their 
appreciation  of  my  services  by  endorsing  all  my  actions  in  the 
matter  and  promptly  defraying  all  the  expenses,  which,  from 
the  nature  of  the  circumstances  were  very  heavy,  but  nothing 
in  comparison  with  what  might  have  been  the  result  if  stringent 
measures  had  not  been  pursued. 

On  April  26th  I  reported  another  case  of  small  pox  in  the 
city  of  Natchez.  It  was  a  woman,  and  she  had  beeu  here  for 
some  dajs  before  the  disease  developed.  She  was  isolated  and 
strictly  guarded,  and  no  other  cases  resulted.  At  the  time, 
thinking  it  might  be  needed,  I  wrote  for  twenty  points  of  vac- 
cine virus.  Dr.  Kells  was  acting  as  Secretary  of  the  Board  at 
the  time,  and  having  no  reliable  matter  on  hand,  with  com- 
mendable forethought  wrote  to  the  National  Union  Vaccine  Co., 
Chicago,  to  forward  the  points  direct  to  me.  I  received  tbem 
promptly,  }-et  I  did  not  obtain  a  single  successful  result  from 
them.  In  due  time  I  notified  the  company  of  the  fact,  and 
they  did  not  hesitate  to  duplicate  the  order,  and  even  then  I 
was  but  little  more  successful,  succeeding  in  only  one  or  two 
cases.  I  do  not  consider  it  my  fault,  lor  I  was  particularly 
careful  and  followed  implicitly  their  printed  directions.  It  is 
by  no  means  the  first  time  that  I  have  been  disappointed  in  the 
bovine  virus.  When  perfectly  fresh  I  prefer  it,  but  in  an  emer- 
gency I  prefer  the  humanized  crusts  one  or  two  removes  from 
the  cow  when  obtained  from  healthy  subject?.  Two  good-sized 
crusts  will  vaccinate  about  sixty  persons,  and  when  not  re- 
quired  for  immediate   use,   they  can  be  relied  on    for  at  le.ist 
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thirty  days.     I  have  heard  of  no  other  case  in  the  county  since 
April  26th. 

Except  the  small- pox  there  has  been  no  other  very  notable 
sickness  during  the  past  year,  and  no  epidemic  of  any  kind. 
Last  winter  was  quite  severe  for  a  iime,  the  thermometer  being 
reported  as  low  as  4°,  and  one  individual  claimed  that  his  indi- 
cated 2°,  but  the  Spring  months  were  not  accompanied  by  as 
much  pneumonia  as,  in  my  experience  usually  follows  a  severe 
winter.  There  were  the  usual  cases  of  derangement  of  the 
bowels,  but  not  as  prevalent,  or  as  severe  as  during  the  pre- 
ceding spring.  Our  customary  malarial  diseases  were  later  in 
developing,  and  there  was  but  little  sickness  until  August,  when 
fevers  of  different  kinds  were  very  prevalent.  The  month  of 
September  has  been  comparatively  healthy.  We  have  had 
comparative  immunity  from  typhoid  fever  this  year,  although 
last  year  there  were  many  cases.  In  fact,  with  the  exception  of 
the  threatened  epidemic  of  small-pox,  the  sanitary  condition  of 
the  county  during  the  past  year  has  been  quite  satisfactory. 


AMITE  COUNTY. 

REPORT  OF  DR.   C.  H.  BATES,  CHIEF  HEALTH  OFFICER. 


I  respectfully  submit  my  report  as  Health  Officer  of  Amite 
county: 

The  health  of  our  county  has  not  been  as  good  as  last  year. 
Though  I  don't  believe  we  have  had  any  more  intermittent  re- 
mittent typho-malarial  and  typhoid  fevers  this  year  than  last. 
But  we  have  had  in  the  western  portion  of  our  county  an  epi- 
demic of  flux,  that  caused  more  sickness  and  distress  than 
has  been  seen  in  this  portion  of  our  county  in  years.  It  was 
perhaps  worse  and  even  more  fatal  in  the  vicinity  of  Merwin 
than  elsewhere,  though  no  portion  of  our  county  escaped  this 
monster  of  disease,  isolated  cases  occurring  here  and  there 
throughout  the  country. 

It  is  impossible  for  me  to  give  or  even  approximate  an  accu- 
rate mortuary  report,  but  it  is  an  acknowledged  fact  that  our 
diseases  have  been  of  an  unusually  malignant  type  this  year, 
and  as  a  natural  result  a  fatality  above  an  average. 

I  report  two  cases  of  malarial  hematuria.  Both  cases  oc- 
curred in  my  practice,  one  on  the  8th  the  other  on  the  12th  of 
September, "  These  are  the  first  cases  that  I  have  seen  on  the 
Amit;  river  in  six  years. 

We  also  have  had  some  cases  of  mumps,  measles  and  ro- 
seola. 

The  sanitary  condition  of  our  county  jail  is  very  good.  Its 
ventilation  and  cleanliness  is  as  good  as  any  prison,  and  is 
whitewashed  on  the  inside  annually. 
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BOLIVAR  COUNTY. 

REPORT  OF  DR.  J.  \V.  DULANEY,  CHIEF  HEAETH  OFFICER. 


Please  find  my  report  as  Health  Officer  of  Bolivar  count}', 
Mississippi,  commencing  October  1st,  1885,  ending  Septem- 
ber,  1886  : 

First,  as  to  general  health  of  count}'  I  regret  to  state  that  our 
county  has  not  been  as  healthy  this  as  the  preceding  year.  We 
had  many  cases  of  so-called  malarial  hematuria  during  the 
months  of  October  and  November,  but  few  cases  of  pneumo- 
nia during  the  winter.  Consumption  is  quite  exceptional  in 
this  swamp  country.  The  country  during  spring  months  is 
almost  free  from  ail  diseases.  During  the  early  part  of  last 
summer  we  had  many  case3  of  dysentery  caused  from  impure 
drinking  water  and  the  want  of  fruit  and  vegetable  diet. 

We  have  neither  city  hall  or  theater  building. 

Our  public  schools  are  well  ventilated  and  pupils  are  safe 
from  fire.  We  have  but  few  markets.  They  are  conducted  so 
far  as  I  can  ascertain  in  such  a  manner  as  not  to  endanger  pub- 
lic health. 

We  have  escaped,  as  you  know,  from  contagious  and  infec- 
tious diseases. 


CLARKE  COUNTY. 

REPORT  OF  DR.    A.   V.  WOOLVERTON,  CHIEF  HEALTH  OFFICER 


I  am  thankful  that  I  have  no  epidemics  to  report  from  Clark 
county.  The  usual  state  of  health  has  prevailed  since  last  re- 
port.    Clark  is  a  healthy  county. 


COPIAH  COUNTY. 

REPORT  OF  DR.   G.  W.  PURNELL,  CHIEF  HEALTH    OEF.1CER. 


Since  my  last  report  to  your  Honorable  Board,  there  has  not 
much  of  importance  transpired  in  our  county. 

The  fall  months  of  1885  were  dry  and  pleasant,  and  the 
health  of  our  whole  county  was  better  than  I  have  known  it 
for  many  years. 

The  old  year  went  out  in  a  blaze  of  glory.  Such  warm,  de- 
licious, balmy  weather  I  never  remember  to  have  experienced, 
and  to  crown  all,  Providence  blessed  us  with  a  continuation  of 
health. 

But  two-faced  January  seemed  determined  to  show  us  his 
rough,  bleak  face  in  all  its  ugliness.     The  weather  during  the 
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month  was  the  coldest  within  the  recollection  of  the  '-oldest 
inhabitant,"  and  during  the  whole  month  it  was  wet  and 
cloudy,  we  not  having  a  fair  day  from  the  7th  to  the  30th. 
Still  the  health  wa*  good,  typhoid  fever  to  a  limited  extent 
prevailing,  together  with  measles  and  an  occasional  case  of 
pneumonia. 

The  months  of  February,  March  and  April  were  character- 
ized by  cold,  wet,  changeable  weather,  while  the  health  of  the 
county  continued  quite  good  with  the  above-mentioned  diseases 
prevalent  in  a  slight  degree. 

The  summer  months  were  warm  as  usual,  and  the  health  was 
good  except  in  a  few  localities,  Wesson  and  some  neighbor- 
hoods situated  on  the  watercourses.  Dysentery  seemed  to  be 
the  prevalent  disease,  and  in  some  localities  it  was  quite* fata], 
due,  I  think,  principally  to  want  of  proper  medical  attention. 
Typhoid  fever  was  also  more  extended,  and  in  many  cases  it 
proved  uncontrollable  and  fatal. 

September  has  also  been  healthy.  Typhoid  fever  still  con- 
tinues, but  malarial  fevers  are  not  so  prevalent  as  usual  at  this 
season  of  the  year.  The  prisoners  in  ou.i  county  jail  have  also 
enjoyed  the  general  immunity  from  disease. 

Taking  the  year  as  a  whole,  our  health  has  been  above  the 
average  year. 


COVINGTON   COUNTY. 

REPOKT  OF  DR.  ALEX.   FAIRLEY,   CHIEF  HEALTH    OFFICER. 


Complying  with  my  duty  as  Chief  Health  Officer  of  Coving- 
ton county,  I  again  submit  my  regular  annual  report  for  the 
3Tear  ending  October  1st,  1SS6: 

During  the  warm  summer  months  djsentery  of  a  seyere  form 
made  its  appearance,  some  few  cases  proving  fatal  among 
children.  There  was  nothing  unusual  in  the  cases  of  bilious, 
remittent  and  intermittent  fevers  that  occurred.  There  were 
but  few  oases  of  typhoid  fever  ;  parotitis  (mumps)  appeared  in 
some  localities,  but  gave  no  very  serious  trouble  ;  it  still  lin- 
gers in  some  places. 

This  county  has  been  invaded  by  one  contagious  disease  of 
which  I  have  heard  but  little  since  the  surrender  of  the  Con- 
federate forces  by  General  Lee,  in  April,  1865.  I  allude  to 
"Scabies,"  commonly  called  the  itch.  This  distemper,  if  such 
I  may  call  it,  seems  to  have  spread  rapidly  before  its  true  char- 
acter became  known.  Some  would  call  it '"humor"  in  the  blood, 
others  supposed  they  had  been  poisoned  by  some  noxious 
weed,  ^lany  applied  to  me  for  relief.  One  gentleman  when 
informed  that  he  had  the  "itch"  became  indignant,  gave  ex- 
pression to  many  ugly  words — swore  if  he   knew   who  commu- 
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nicated  this  "mange"'  to  him  he  would  shoot  tim  on  sight.  1 
have  been  at  some  trouble  to  ascertain  if  possible  how  this 
dreaded  malady  gained  such  a  foothold  here,  and  from  the  best 
information  obtained  in  the  investigation  of  the  subject,  I  find 
that  it  was  imported  from  North  Carolina.  A  resident  of  that 
State  came  to  visit  relatives  in  Smith  county  and  left  this  sou- 
venir with  them.  From  Smith  it  spread  to  adjoining  counties, 
it  may  be  to  adjoining  states.  I  have  been  reliably  informed 
by  two  intelligent  young  men  who  visited  the  great  and  grow- 
ing State  of  Texas,  that  they  planted  the  "Acarus"  there,  and 
it  had  taken  root  and  was  flourishing  and  spreading  rapidly, 
and  instead  of  being  confined  to  the  two  small  and  compara- 
tively insignificant  counties  of  .Smith  and  Covington,  it  may 
yet  assume  a  national  importance.  It  is  gratifying,  however, 
to  know  that  all  those  who  resorted  to  the  orthodox  plan  of 
treatment  (an  ointment  ot  sulphur  and  lard)  were  speedily  re- 
lieved of  this  relic  of  the  late  unpleasantness.  I  would  pro- 
nounce the  sanitary  condition  of  our  county  jail  good,  though 
the  institution  itself  presents  visible  signs  of  deca}-. 


DeSOTO  county. 

REPORT  OF  DR.  T.  M,  JONES  CHIEF  HEALTH  OFFICER, 


In  submitting  the  following  as  my  Annual  Report  as  H.  O. 
of  DeSoto  county,  I  feel  constrained  to  compliment  my  co- 
workers as  sanitarians,  and  congratulate  the  people  of  this  sec- 
tion of  the  State  for  their  unprecedentedly  good  health  for  the 
past  year. 

I  have  been  a  practising  physician  in  this  immediate  locality 
for  the  the  past  seventeen  years  and  can  safely  and  positively 
assert  that  we  have  had  less  sickness  by  30  per  cent  for  the 
past  twelve  months  than  an}7  other  past  year,during  a  close  ob- 
servation for  seventeen  years.  We  have  had  no  epidemics  at 
all,  of  an  infections  or  contagious  character  reported  except 
four  cases  of  Diphtheria,  two  of  which  occurred  in  my  own 
practice.  The  cases  were  promptly  isolated  and  confined  to 
the  two  families  in  which  they  occurred,  at  about  the  same 
date,  some  time  in  June.  One  of  the  cases  proved  fatal,  and 
the  house  was  fumigated  and  the  clothing  which  had  been 
used  during  the  child's  illness  was  burned.  We  have  had  some 
( but  very  few,  comparatively  speaking)  cases  of  "hemorrhagic 
malaria."  The  cases  seem  to  be  more  manageable  since  we 
have  almost  universally  adopted  the  hypodermic  plan  of  medi- 
cation. I  think  many  of  our  former  failures  with  this  diseaso 
resulted  from  the  fact  we  medicated  by  the  stomach,  overlook- 
ing the  fact,  that  it  is  an  adynamic  disease  and  the  stomach  is 
so  enfeebled  by  the  nervous  prostration  that  it  can  no  longer 
perform  its  physiological  functions  and  elaborate    the  remedies 
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placed  iu  its  keeping.  Our  malarial  troubles  while  they  are 
gradually  becoming  less  numerous,  are  more  frequently  super- 
vened with  the  low  or  typhoid  type  of  the  disease. 

Whereas,  formerly  I  don't  think  we  met  with  more  than  one 
per  cent  of  the  "typhomalarial''  type  in  our  continued  mala- 
rial fevers,  now  I  think  we  will  find  at  least  three  per  cent  will 
assume  that  form. 

Since  my  last  report,  the  voters  of  my  delectable  village  have 
deemed  it  expedieut  to  elect  me  one  of  the  "City  Fathers" — 
the  municipal  office  of  alderman — while  it  will  not  subject  me 
to  the  proclyting  influence  of  a  "J.  Gould  syndicate,"  that  I 
might  incur  the  unpleasant  fate  of  New  York's  Alderman;  it 
has  brought  me  into  more  intimate  relation  with  the  town  au- 
thorities, and  as  our  Lord  Ma3'or  appointee!  me  a  "committee 
of  one"  for  sanitary  purposes,  with  the  town  Marshal  at  my 
command,  I  have  been  enable  1  to  have  promptly  executed  any 
sage  sanitary  suggestions  that  might  oecur  to  me  as  a  '-pro 
bono  publico"  purpose.  We  were  wide  awake  and  "qui  vive" 
on  this  border  ot  the  State  when  that  ever  faithful  and  prompt, 
sanitary  "Nestor"  Dr.  Holt  made  his  report  on  the  Biloxi  Yel- 
low Fever  cases,  and  we  do  most  sincerely  and  enthusiastically, 
as  a  sanitary  officer,  approve  the  unhesitating  aul  sensible  ac- 
tion of  onr  own  State  Board  of  Health  in  the  premise0. 

Hoping  that  the  other  counties  of  our  State  may  all  fuel  pre- 
pared to  make  as  favorable  Annual  Report  to  you  as  mine  and 
that  we  ma}-  all  live  long  to  make  many   more. 


HANCOCK  COUNTY. 

RETORT  OF  DR.  J.  A.   MEAD,  CHfE^  HEALTH  OFFICER 


1  hava  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  as  Health 
Officer  of  Hancock  county  for  the  year  ending  Sjpt.  30th  18S6. 

During  the  past  year  the  health  of  the  people  ol  the  county 
has  been  good.  We  have  been  free  from  epidemic  or  conta 
gious  diseases  except  whooping  cough  in  winter  and  spring 
months.  Dysentery  prevailed  in  May  and  Jur.e.  Less  than 
the  usual  number  of  cases  of  Malarial  fevers  during  the  Sum- 
mer, and  these  of  a  very  mild  type,  these  of  the  past  month  have 
been  more  severe,  but  no  cases  have  occurred  which  could  have 
been  deemed  suspicious.  The  sanitary  condition  of  the  jail 
and  pooi  house  is  good. 

August  29th  the  local  Board  of  Health  of  Bay  St.  L  mis  or- 
dered and  enforced  quarantine  against  Biloxi,  Miss.,  Yellow 
Fever  having  been  reported  at  that  place.  No  action  was  taken 
by  the  County  Board  of  Health  at  a  meeting  held  Sept.  2  I. 
Have  earnestly  endeavored  to  collect  the  vital  and  mortuary 
statistics  of  the  county,  have  made  direct  appeals  to  the  physi- 
cians of  the  county,    but    without    satisfactory     results.      The 
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County  Board  of  Health  who  have  charge  of  the  sea  front  (so 
far  as  protecting  the  count)-  against  the  introduction  of  conta- 
gious or  infectious  diseases  from  foreign  ports)  ordered  quar- 
antine against  all  infected  ports  to  commence  May  25th  and  to 
continue  until  Oct.  20th  1886,  all  vessels  from  infected  ports 
were  required  to  report  to  Dr.  Murry  of  the  Marine  Hospital 
service  at  the  Ship  Island  Quarantine  Station  for  inspection. 
Dr.  Murry  has  been  faithful  and  efficient  in  protecting  our  in- 
terests. 


HINDS  COUNTY. 

REPORT  OFDR.  W.    E.  TODD,   CHIEF  HEALTH  OFFICER. 


I  beg  to  report  that  my  duties  as  health  officer  for  the  }'ear 
1836  have  not  been  at  all  laborious  during  the  past  year.  We 
•have  had  no  epidemic  of  any  contagious  diseases,  except  mea- 
sles which  has  prevailed  in  small  sections  of  the  county,  but 
such  epidemics  have  been  very  mild.  We  have  had  during  my 
term  of  office  the  usual  diseases  prevaling  in  this  district,  but 
such  has  iutbeen  attended  by  a  high  rate  of  mortality.  On 
whole  I  believe  the  mortality  during  the  past  year  has  been 
less  than  during  previous  years.  I  have  made  such  inspections 
as  I  deemed  necessary  and  advised  such  sanitation  as  I  deemed 
needed.  Gentlemen  its  a  pleasure  to  state  the  good  health  that 
has  prevailed  and  I  hope  no  epidemics  may  occur  to  call  my 
services  in'o  requisition,  but  should  such  occur  I  am  ready  at 
all  times  to  take  steps  toward  the  suppression  of  same. 


HOLMES  COUNTY. 

REPORT  OF  DR.  G.  C.  PHILLIPS,  CHIEF  HEALTH  OFFICER 


The  health  of  Holmes  county  for  the  past  twelve  months  end- 
ing September  3rd,  1886,  has  been  unusually  good.  A  circum- 
scribed region  about  Acona,  in  the  northern  part  of  the  county, 
was  visited  by  dysentery  during  the  months  of  June  and  July, 
and  for  a  time  it  was  almost  an  epidemic  in  that  locality.  No 
special  cause  can  be  given  to  account  for  it — being  confined  to 
a  high  and  usually  healthy  region  ;  the  people  using  well  and  cis- 
tern water  ;  no  analysis  of  the  water  made.  It  was  near  Carroll 
county,  adjoining  the  district  that  suffered  so  from  dysentery  two 
years  ago.  Comparatively  there  were  but  few  deaths,  although 
many  of  the  cases  were  severe. 

During  August  and  September  we  had  our  usual  visitation 
of  malarial  fevers,  of  not  so  grave  a  type  however  as  they  gen- 
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eially  are  in  our  swamp  district,  and  more    amenable   to   treat- 
ment. 

Altogether  the  year  has  been  one  of  fair  average  health.   Our 
county  poor  house  and  jail  arc  in  good  sanitary  condition. 


LINCOLN  COUNTY. 

RFPORT    OF    DE.    E.    J.    BOWEN,    CHIEF    HEALTH    OFFICER. 


I  beg  leave  to  offer  the  following  report  for  the  year  ending 
October  1st,  1S86. 

At  the  date  of  this  writing  the  health  cf  Lincoln  county  is 
unusually  good.  « 

I  do  not  think  there  has  been  a  death  from  malarial  fever 
during  the  summer  and  fall  within  an  area  of  ten  miles  around 
Brookhaven,  though  there  has  been  some  fever  about  mill  ponds 
and  along  the  small  creeks. 

If  there  has  been  any  contagious  diseases,  except  an  occas. 
ionaly  small  number  of  of  cases  of  measelsand  whooping  cough. 
I  have  been  unable  to  hear  of  them. 

The  people  are  not  much  concerned  about  sanitary  sciences 
in  this  section,  and  there  is  as  yet  no  means  of  getting  any  re- 
istration   of  births  and  deaths  and  consequent!}'  no  statistics. 


LOWNDES  COUNTY. 

REPORT    OF    DR.    B.    A.    VAUGHN,    CHIEF    HEALTH    OFFICER. 


In  my  last  annual  report  I  stated  that  we  were  visited  by  a 
wave  of  catarrhal  affections,  and  that  the  menengis  of  the  spinal 
cord  were  in  many  instances  involved.  About  the  time  of  re- 
porting, the  term  of  the  industrial  Institute  and  Cdlege  for 
white  girls,"  located  at  Columbus,  opened  ;  pupils  came  from 
all  parts  of  the  State;  a  very  large  percentage  of  them  sufler- 
ing  from  this  catarrhal  invasion  ;  and  in  them  a  new  feature 
was  observed,  namely  :  an  enlargement  of  the  glands  of  the 
neck  and  face  ;  some  of  them  quite  painful  and  disfiguring  ; 
this  tendency  was  generally  confined  to  the  submaxillary  glands. 
though  the  parotid  glands  were  also  often  enough  implicated, 
for  a  suspicion  of  mumps  to  creep  into  the  College  ;  indeed 
some  of  the  pupils  who  returned  to  their  homes  during  the 
Christmas  holidays,  returned  with  confirmation  of  the  suspi- 
cion lrom  their  home  physician  ;  the  fact  that  the  submaxillary 
and  sublingual  glands  were  the  more  frequently  enlarged  than 
that  of  the  parotid  ;  and  that  the  invasion  of  the  glands  was  al- 
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ways  preceded  by  a  catarrhal  attack  caused  trie  to  adhere  to 
my  views,  and  I  now  report  it,  because  I  have  been  unable  to 
find  notice  of  it  in  the  books,  or  observation  of  reporters,  so 
lar  as  my  research  has  extended. 

The  general  health  of  this  county  has  been  good  and  the 
mortality  small,  especially  among  the  whites,  nor  has  the  mor- 
tality with  the  blacks  been  large  until  the  last  few  weeks. 
Measles  and  whooping  cough  which  came  to  us  from  Macon, 
Miss.,  in  August  last,  has  caused  some  mortality  among  chil- 
dren, as  well  as  cases  of  remittent  fever,  not  treated  at  ail  b}'  a 
physician,  and  poorly  nourished  while  sick,  have  proved  fatal 
to  both  adults  and  children. 

We  have  had  an  exceptionally  low  mean  temperature,  only 
a  few  days  in  June  and  September  was  the  thermometer  in  the 
nineties  with  us.  I  regret  loosing  the  register  changes 
in  barometer,  and  ozone;  my  absence. in  the  east  during  the 
winter,  caused  an  interim  in  such  observation,  and  thereby  de- 
stroyed in  a  great  measure  their  interest  and  value. 

As  Health  Officer  for  the  county,  I  advised  with  the  muni- 
cipal authorities  of  the  county,  as  to  the  reported  yellow  fever 
at  Biloxi,  and  counseled  quarantine  against  that  place  so  long 
as  the  State  Board  of  Health  kept  it  under  its  immediate  In- 
spector. I  gave  such  counsel  because  a  number  of  our  winter 
residents  made  home  for  the  summer  at  Biloxi,  and  believed  if 
they  were  compelled  to  leave  that  place  they  would  naturally 
look  to  resuming  their  home  here. 

I  am  gratified  at  being  able  to  say  the  officials  of  the  railroads 
co-operated  cordially  with  the  Health  officer  in  every  measure 
deemed  necessary  to  prevent  the  introduction  of  suspected  per- 
sons, or  material  of  all  kinds. 

The  public  buildings  of  the  county  used  for  school  purposes 
are  fair;  sanitary  rules  were  not  much  observed  in  their  con- 
struction, except  in  the  I.  I.  and  C.  The  heating  of  school 
rooms  are  chiefly  by  the  means  of  stoves,  which  are  situated  to 
supply  heat  without  considering  a  fresh  air  supply. 

The  county  jail  is  an  old  structure  erected  some  forty  years 
ago,  and  has  not  been  improved  since  its  construction.  It  is 
uot  sanitary,  nor  do  I  think  it  can  be  made  so.  Prisoners  are 
compelled  to  use  their  rooms  of  confinement  for  all  purposes.  I 
have  failed  to  impress  county  legislation  with  the  necessity  for 
a  change,  even  though  prisoners  after  they  are  liberated  by 
due  course  of  law,  soon  goto  that  narrow  prison  house,  the 
grave. 

The  catarrhal  epidemic  before  reported  at  the  I.  I.  &  Col- 
lege, I  think  was  made  long,  lasting  and  more  severe  because 
the  rooms  were  kept  too  warm;  I  often  found  the  temperature 
in  the  rooms  of  inmates  82  and  84  degrees.  I  called  the  atten- 
tion of  the  President  to  this  fact,  at  the  same  time  suggested  the 
necessity  of  using  at  least  in  the  halls  thermometers;  they 
have  not  as  yet  been  supplied.     I  had  the  honor  to  forward  you 
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last  year  a  full  report  of  the  I.  I.  and  College  as  to  sanitation 
and  hygiene,  but  too  late  to  be  incorporated  in  the  published 
proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Health.  I  beg  leave  to  refer  now 
to  that  report,  and  request  it  be  made  a  part  of  this  report,  be- 
cause of  the  interest  generally  to  nearly  every  county  of  the 
State. 

The  average  absenteeism  from  all  causes  from  the  public 
schools  of  the  ccunty  is  about  20  per  cent.  How  much  of 
this  is  from  sickness  I  have  failed  to  elucidate. 

Remitent  fever  and  diarrhceal  diseases  are  now  prevailing 
more  generally  than  at  last  report  and  with  an  increased  mor- 
tality ;  at  the  same  time  lam  confident  that  the  rate  of  death 
will  not  exceed  10  per  1000.  This,  however,  is  an  estimate, 
as  mortuary  reports  are  no  longer  required  bv  the  county  and 
city  authorities. 


MADISON    COUNTY. 

REPORT  OF  DR.   J.     W.    ELLIS,    CUIEF   HEALTH    OFFICER. 


In  April  last  I  had  the  honor  to  be  appointed  Chief  Health 
Officer  of  this  county,  (Madison)  and  now  beg  leave  to  submit 
this,  my  first  report  : 

Professional  duties  and  other  causes,  not  necessar}'  to  men- 
tion, have  delayed  the  report,  which  should  have  been  made 
sooner.  I  trust,  however,  as  I  had  but  little  of  interest  to  re- 
port, that  this  will  be  satisfactory. 

Since  my  appointment  1  have  endeavored  to  perform  faith- 
fully all  the  duties  incumbent  upon  me  in  this  responsible 
trust. 

I  have  several  times  memorialized  the  City  Board  of  Mayor 
and  Aldermen,  as  well  as  our  County  Board  of  Supervisors,  the 
necessity  of  keeping  our  county,  and  more  especially  our  city 
(it  being  the  county  site  as  well  as  the  terminus  of  two  divis- 
ions of  the  Illinois  Central  Railroad)  in  a  good  sanitary  condi- 
tion, and  I  am  glad  to  report  that  all  of  my  suggestions,  where 
at  all  practicable,  have  been  carried  out. 

I  have  made  frequent  visits  to  our  county  jail  and  find  it  well 
ventilated  and  neatly  kept.  There  has  been  one  death  (con- 
sumption) in  jail  since  my  appointment. 

I  have  not  visited  our  poor  house,  but  have  communicated 
with  Dr.  Clanton,  the  physician  in  charge,  and  he  reports  every- 
thing there  and  elsewhere  in  his  section  in  a  good  sanitary  con- 
dition. I  have  also  communicated  with  physicians  in  every  part 
of  the  county  and  they  all  report  comparatively  good  health  for 
the  past  twelve  months. 

During  the  summer  and  early  part  of  the  fall  had  some  bowel 
troubles,  which  I  think  was  caused  from  the  eating  of  unwhole- 
some fruit  and  vegetables.     We  have   had   a  little   pneumonia 
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and  considerable  sore  throat  during  the  winter  and  spring. 
Most  of  the  cases  responded  well  to  treatment,  consequently 
the  fatality  was  small.  Our  entire  county  has  been  entirely 
free  from  contagious  or  infectious  diseases  of  every  character, 
save,  I  am  sorry  to  say,  that  most  fearful  of  all  that  we  have  to 
encounter,  namely,  to  wit  :  Syphilis,  which  prevails  in  some 
parts  of  this  count}',  more  especially  in  this  city  (Canton)  to  an 
alarming  extent.  At  times,  }?ou  may  justly  say,  it  prevails  as 
an  epidemic  and  almost  all  the  time  as  an  endemic. 

I  have  to-day  seen  two  boys  aged  fourteen  and  fifteen  years 
(not  quite)  both  suffering  with  genuine  "'Hunterian  chancres," 
and  it  is  no  rare  occurrence  to  see  boys,  both  white  and  black, 
Jew  and  Gentile,  afflicted  with  this  dreadful  disease.  Surely  it 
was  bad  enough  when  confined  to  adults  of  low  degree,  but 
now  it  has  invaded  the  homes  of  innocent  mothers  and  chil- 
dren. Ought  not  something  be  done,  and  that  speedily,  to 
prevent  if  possible  the  rapid  progress  of  this  fearful  malady  '? 
I  sincerely  trust  that  this  subject  (Syphilis)  will  be  thoroughly 
discussed,  pro  and  con,  at  the  not  meeting  of  the  Association 
and  Board  of  Health.  I  know  not  how  to  check  or  prevent  it 
better  than  to  legalize  prostitution.  I  know  this  is  dangerous 
doctrine  to  preach,  but  believing  as  I  do,  that  scrofula,  con- 
sumption, and  all  similar  diseases  could  their  genealogy  be 
traced  far  enough  back,  would  be  found  to  have  their  origin  in 
Syphilis.  Therefore,  I  am  willing  to  advocate  any  measure  to 
retard  and,  if  posible,  eradicate  this  scourge.  Would  it  not  be 
well  to  memorialize  our  next  Legislature  on  this  subject? 

P.  S. — Since  the  above  was  written  I  have  seen  Dr.  John- 
ston., who  reports  whooping  cough  in  his  section  (northeastern 
portion  of  countv)  in  a  bad  form  and  with  great  fatalit}-.  He 
also  reports  in  Attala  and  Leake,  near  the  line  of  Madison,  quite 
as  severe.     Measles  have  to-day  been  reported  at  Flora. 


MARSHALL  COUNTY. 

RhPORT  OF   DR.  CHESLEY  DANIEL,  CHIEF  HEALTH  OFFICER. 


I  am  a  month  behind  reporting  that  I  have  nothing  to  report. 
Nothing  unusual  has  occurred  in  regard  to  the  health  of  our 
county  for  the  past  twelve  months.  Malarial  diseases  have, 
perhaps,  been  more  prevalent  than  last  year,  though  not  very 
fatal.  Common  continued  fever  has  prevailed  to  some  extent 
(lining  the  fal1.     Our  jail  is  in  good  condition. 


OKTIBBEHA  COUNTY. 

REPORT  OF  DR.   W.  N.   AMES,  CHI1  F  HEALTH  OFFICER. 


The  general  health  of  this  county  during  the  past  year  has 
been  excellent.  There  were  but  few  cases  of  pneumonia  during 
the  winter  months. 
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As  usual,  malarial  affections  prevailed  during  the  summer 
and  fall  months,  but  of  a  very  mild  form.  Intermittent  fever 
has  been  the  prevailing  type  with  few  cases  of  febrial  conges- 
tions. 

For  a  number  of  years  past  typho-malarial  fever,  cr  a  fever 
closely  resembling  typhoid  fever,  was  much  more  common  than 
remittent  fever,  and  prevailed  all  through  the  county  with 
about  the  same  fatality  as  that  of  typhoid  fever.  We  have 
had  but  few  cases  of  this  fever  this  year.  This  county  has 
been  entirely  exempt  from  contagious  diseases,  and  the  good 
health  prevailing  has  been  unprecedented. 


EANKIN  COUNTY. 

REPORT  OF  DR.  W.   H.   WHITE,  CHIEF  HEALTH  OFFICER. 


Enclosed  herein  find  my  delayed  report  of  1886: 

This  county  was  unusually  exempt  from  sickness  during  the 

past  year.     The  county  jail  is  well  kept  and  in  good  sanitary 

condition . 


SCOTT  COUNY. 

REPORT  OF  DR.  J.  L.  MURRELL,  CHIEF  HEALTH  OFFICER. 


Incompliance  with  the  law,  I  herewith  transmit  my  annual 
report  as  Chief  Health  Officer  for  the  county  of  Scott. 

In  the  winter  and  early  spring  we  were  troubled  with  such 
diseases  as  usually  prevail  at  that  season  of  the  year.  Bron- 
chitis, Pneumonia  and  Plnrisj7,  etc.,  but  were  of  a  very  mild 
form  and  easily  controlled  with  proper  treatment.  The  death 
rate  being    less  than  last  year. 

In  the  summer  and  fall  we  had  quite  an  epidemic  of  malarial 
fever'  intermittent,  remittent  and  pernicious  intermittent.  The 
latter  proving  fatal  in  several  instances,  while  the  former  was 
stubborn  and  very  difficult  to  manage. 

Tj'phoid  fever  prevails  to  some  extent  in  different  parts  of 
the  county,  of  a  very  malignant  type,  with  but  few  deaths. 
Small  children  from  one  to  three  years  old,  have  suffered 
greatly  during  the  summer  and  early  part  of  the  fall,  with 
inflammatory  diarrhoea,  but  I  don't  think  the  death  rate  has 
been  greater  than  an}r  previous  year.  In  a  few  localities  there 
have  been  some  cases  of  dysentery.  In  some  other  localities 
there  has  been  diphtheria,  but  in  neither  case  has  the  mortality 
been  great.  We  congratulate  ourselves  in  not  having  any  con- 
tagious or  infectious  diseases  except  diphtheria. 


46  MISSISSIPPI    STATE  BOARD  OF  HEALTH. 

The  sanitary  condition  of  the  public  schools,  both   white  and 
black,  is  very  good. 

The  jail  is  kept  at  all  times  in  first  rate  sanitary  condition. 
No  sickness  of  any  consequence  has  occurred  therein,  not  a 
death  from  any  cause  since  I  have  occupied  the  position  of 
Health  Officer.  The  Poorhouse  has  been  moved  and  better 
houses  constructed.  Sanitation  is  better  and  ihe  condition  of* 
inmates  much  improved. 


TISHAMINGO  COUNTY. 

REPORT  OF  DR.   W.    A.  HODGES,  CHIEF  HEALTH  OFFICER. 


In  making  this  my  annual  report  of  matters  relating  to  the 
health  of  the  county,  I  beg  leave  to  submit  the  following: 

Covering  the  period  of  time  since  my  last  report  very  little 
has  occurred  of  sufficient  interest  to  embody  in  a  report,  hence 
I  shall  be  concise.  The  long  cold  winter  was  not  followed  by 
diseases  of  as  serious  a  nature  as  are  incident  to  such  extremes 
of  long  continued  cold,  and  our  citizens  with  some  exceptions 
enjoyed  immunity  up  to  September  1st.  Since  which  time 
dysentery  and  the  usual  autumnal  fevers  have  prevailed  to  a 
considerable  extent  in  several  portions  of  the  county.  In  some 
neighborhoods  the  dysentery  has  proven  fatal  in  quite  a  num- 
ber of  cases. 

No  outbreak  of  contagious  or  infectious  diseases  has  come 
to  my  knowledge, 

Taking  the  long  cold  winter,  and  the  equally  long  and  hot 
summer  into  account,  I  venture  to  sa}r  that  we  have  come  out 
of  it  all  a  great  deal  better  than  might  have  been  expected. 

The  sanitary  condition  of  the  public  houses  of  the  county  is 
good. 

Having  no  statistics  to  guide  me,  I  will  not  attempt  to  make 
a  mortuary  report — further  than  that  the  mortalit}7  has  not  ex- 
ceeded that  of  former  years,  and  I  might  safely  say  has  not 
come  up  to  it. 


TUNICA   COUNTY. 

REPORT  OF  DR,  M.  J.  ALEXANDER,  CHIEF  HEALTH  (  Fi^lCER. 


You  will  excuse  my  procrastination  in  making  my  annual  re- 
port, which  I  hope  will  not  reach  you  too  late  lor  your  con- 
venience. Close  confinement  to  my  \  rofessional  business  is 
the  cause  for  this  delay. 
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This  year  has  been  remarkable  for  ils  good  healtb.  Malarial 
troubles  of  a  malignant  type  were  rare  during  the  whole  ot  the 
sickly  season,  viz  :  April  to  September  inclusive.  Pertussis 
was  epidemic  from  June  to  October,  being  fatal  in  several  cases 
during  the  hot  months,  confining  itself  to  the  upper  half  of  our 
county. 

A  few  cases  of  dysentery  proved  fatal  the  latter  part  of  the 
summer  and  earl}'  months  of  fall  ;  this  disease,  however,  not 
amounting  to  an  epidemic. 

The  much  dreaded  Haematuria  claims  now  and  then  a  victim,, 
but  as  a  rule,  this  disease  is  more  easily  managed  than  it  has 
been  in  previous  years. 

There  is  a  marked  sanitary  ^improvement  noticeable  in  our 
county,  which  to  a  large  extent,  is  due  to  the  increased  value 
of  iands  near  the  Louisville,  New  Orleans  and  Texas  Railroad. 
Plantations  are  drained  better,  and  the  houses  made  more 
comfortable. 

I  have  examined  the  court  house  and  jail,  and  find  them  in 
good  sanitaiy  condition  ;  the  latter  is  under  personal  supervis- 
ion of  our  sheriff,  who  deserves  praise  for  the  scrupulous  care 
in  keeping  the  premises  in  a  healthy  and  comfortable  state. 

I,  living  in  the  only  incorporated  city  in  the  county,  the 
Board  of  Aldermen  would  not  appoint  a  local  Board  of  Health, 
requesting  me  to  look  after  the  sanitary  interests  of  the  toivn  ;. 
which,  of  course,  I  did. 


YAZOO  COUNTY. 

REPORT  OF  DR.  W.  B.   THOMASON,  CHIEF  HEALTH  OFFICER. 

■  In  compliance  with  my  duty  as  Chief  Health  Officer  of  Yazoo 
county,  I  beg  leave  to  submit  the  following  annual  report  of 
the  sanitary  condition  of  this  county,  though  I  can  report  noth- 
ing of  much  import. 

The  health  throughout  the  county,  so  far  as  I  can  ascertain, 
has  been  good,  and  unusually  so  in  this  locality. 

I  had  a  circular  published  in  our  county  papers  in  April  re- 
questing the  cooperation  of  the  physicians  residing  in  different 
localities  in  the  county,  to  report  to  me  any  epidemics  or  unu- 
sual diseases  that  might  occur  in  their  practice,  and  as  I  have 
not  heard  from  an}r  of  them,  I  take  it  for  granted  that  none 
have  occurred. 

We  had  a  slight  epidemic  of  measles  in  February,  March  and. 
April  along  the  Yazoo  river,  brought  there  by  negro  laborers- 
from  North  Carolina,  bnt  attended  with  but  a  small  fatality  in 
proportion  to  the  number  of  cases,  and  many  cases  requiring 
but  little  treatment.     It  was  confined  to  negroes. 

I  have  heard  of  a  few  cases  of  diphtheria,  but  none  have 
been  reported  to  me. 
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We  have  bad  our  usual  malarial  diseases,  as  a  general  rule 
easily  controlled — decidedly  less  malarial  baematuria. 

The  sanitary  condition  of  the  jail  and  other  public  buildings 
are  moderately  good. 

No  vital  or  mortuary  statistics  are  kept  in  this  county,  and  i 
will  be  a  difficult  task'to  educate  the  physicians  to  give  proper 
attention  to  such  records. 

To  sum  up,  we  have  cause  to  be  truly  thankful  for  the  good 
health,  improving  morals  of  our  county,  and  tbe  good  crops 
bestowed  uoon  us. 


YALOBUSHA    COUNTY. 

KEPORT  OF  DR.    H.    A.  GANT,    CHIEF  HEALTH  OFFICER. 

In  attempting  to  comply  with  the  law  requiring  an  annual 
report  from  the  Chief  Health  Officer  of  each  county,  it  becomes 
necessary  for  me  to  state  that  tbe  past  year  has  been  an  excep- 
tionallv  healthy  one  for  Yalobusha  county  ;  that  no  infectious 
or  contagious  disease  has  been  reported  within  its  limits  ;  that 
its  sanitary  condition  is  good,  and  there  are  no  important  facts 
upon  which  to  found  a  report  that  would  be  of  benefit  to  your 
Honorable  Board. 

Aside  from  the  malarial  fevers  which  were  milder  in  type 
than  usual,  there  having  been  fewer  cases  of  the  typho-malarial 
type.  There  has  been  no  prevalent  disease  except  dysentery, 
which  was  also  mild,  except  in  the  western  portion  of  the 
county,  where  it  was  qnite  intractable  and  in  several  cases 
proved  fatal. 

In  the  early  summer  the  Heatlh  Officer  issued  his  usual  cir- 
cular notice  to  the  citizens  of  Water  Valley,  requiring  them 
to  clean  up  their  premises  and  to  disinfect  the  same  by  the 
liberal  use  of  solutions  of  copperas  and  unslacked  lime.  This 
was  endorsed  by  the  Board  of  Mayor  and  Aldermen  and  the 
City  Marshal  was  ordered  to  see  it  enforced.  Quite  a  number 
of  nuisances  were  abated,  and  the  town  was  placed  in  good 
sanitary  condition.  The  Health  Officer  had  some  trouble  in 
securing  the  abatement  of  a  slaughter-pen,  which  had  been  re- 
ported as  a  nuisance  in  the  county,  but  upon  reading  the  in- 
structions received  from  the  State  Board  of  Health  to  the  par- 
ties interested,  the  matter  was  satisfactorily  disposed  of. 

Our  jail  and  public  buildings  are  well  ventilated,  and  in  good 
sanitary  condition. 


STATE  BOARD  OF  HEALTH, 


MINUTES-1887. 


Jackson,  Miss.,  April  19,  1887. 

The  State  Board  of  Health  met  at  10  o'clock,  a.  m. ,  the 
President,  Dr.  E.  P.  Sale,  in  the  chair. 

There  were  present:  Drs.  Blanks,  Moore,  Hyer,  Kittrell, 
Kells,  Bennett,  Toombs,  Edwards,  Sale  and  Johnston. 

The  minutes  of  the  preceding  meeting  were  read  and  adopted. 

The  President,  Dr.  Sale,  then  read  the  following  paper: 
Members  of  the  Board  of  Health  of  the  State  of  3fisslssip/>i: 

Gentlemen — In  compliance  with  a  resolution  adopted  at  our 
last  meeting,  requesting  that  I  as  presiding  officer  of  this  Board, 
should  prepare  a  paper,  suggesting  the  most  feasible  means  of 
our  informing  the  public  as  regards  both  public  and  private 
sanitation,  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  for  your  consideration 
the  following  thoughts  on  the  subject.  It  is  not  called  for  to 
present  the  necessity  of  wholesome  public  health  laws,  for  of 
these  thanks  to  the  wise  Legislature  of  1882,  we  l-ave  nearly 
all  that  is  required,  but  to  have  them  properly  understood  and 
appreciated  by  the  masses  is  an  urgent  duty  we  yet  have  be- 
fore us,  nor  do  I  believe  it  to  be  a  difficult  one,  if  we  can  judge 
from  the  satisfaction  expressed,  the  encouragement  given,  and 
the  approval  we  meet  with  iu  discharging  that  part  of  our 
duty  which  relates  to  the  admisssion  into  the  profession  of 
those  who  apply  for  license  to  practice  medicine  ;  for  our  pub- 
lic now  know  that  we  stand  between  them  and  danger,  and 
with  exceptions  of  a  few  who  through  a  natural  perverseness 
or  hypercensoriousness  of  disposition  which  make  them  find 
fault  with  any  popular  measure  not  of  their  own  creation  we 
have  had  their  hearty  moral  support.  It  is  now  incumbent 
upon  us  to  present  other  evidences  of  usefulness  and  practical 
workings  of  a  State  Board  of  Health. 

The  time  has  arrived  in  our  advanced  period  of  civilization 
in  wliich  the  race  of  life  is  so  sharp,  so  short,  so  earnest,  s<> 
hotly  antagonized  by  competition  that  a  man's  health  lias  be- 
come a  part  of  his  stock  in  trade,  and  in  the  selection  of  men, 
whether  by  election,  emplo\'ment  <>r  by  appointment,  his  capa- 
bility for  such  is  estimated  next  to  his  moral  and  intellectual 
worth  by  his  physical  condition  ;  i'i  fact,  a  definition,  (now  of 
late  so  popular)  as  io  what  constitutes  a  genius,    is  "une  who 
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has  the  greatest  capacity  for  the  greatest  amount  of  work."' 
The  masses  recognizing  fully  the  truth  of  what  has  heen  said 
endeavor  to  inform  themselves  on  matters  of  health  1>3T  read- 
ing with  avidity  the  "Health  Department"  of  newspapers, 
"Medical  Advisers"  of  doubtful  repute  ;  even  almanacs  and 
the  ingenious  and  specious  advertisements  of  "Warner's  Safe 
Liver  and  Kidney  Cure,"  and  poor  ''Ward's  Woes,"  which  seem 
to  have  found  a  vent  in  every  newspaper  in  the  country.  This 
same  matter  has  been  presented  to  the  profession  of  our  State 
in  two  presidential  addressess  before  the  "State  Medical  Asso- 
ciation," but  at  times  when  we  wee  not  then  as  able  to  cope 
with  it  as  now.  Now,  cannot  we  find  a  healthy  substitute  for 
this  popular  pseudo  medical  trash,  and  satisfy  the  public's 
cac-o-e-thes  for  hygienic  knowledge  ?  In  no  spirit  of  optimism 
I  am  sure  we  can,  especially  with  the  assistance  of  the  Press, 
who  are  ever  foremost  and  generous  in  advancing  the  material 
interests  of  the  State,  who  are  in  the  vanguard  of  civilization, 
and  who  like  doctors,  do  more  work,  and  get  less  pay  for  it, 
than  any  other  profession. 

As  sequence  to  m}f  preceding  remarks,  I  now  suggest  that  a 
committee  be  formed  from  the  Board,  who  will  select  and  in- 
vite one  member  for  each  month  to  write  an  article  of  his  own 
selection  on  some  subject  relating  to  public  or  personal  hygiene 
for  publication  by  the  newspapers  of  the  State  ;  and  that  our 
Secretary  be  requested  to  send  a  circular  letter  to  each  news- 
paper, informing  them  of  our  object,  and  asking  their  support 
by  publishing  these  articles  without  charge. 

Another  avenue  of  reaching  the  public  is  when  there  is  a 
State  or  county  college  or  school  near  where  a  member  of  the 
board  resides,  that  he  be  permitted  to  accept  any  request  made 
him  by  the  principal  or  trustees  of  the  same  to  lecture  on  h}'- 
giene,  anatomy,  physiology  or  chemistry  to  their  pupils  as  a 
part  of  his  duty  as  "Health  Commissioner." 

By  these  means  the  public  can  obtain  trustworthy  medical 
knowledge,  and  if  I  mistake  not,  it  will  engender  a  degree  of 
interest  which  will  show  a  favorable  result  in  many  future  sani- 
tary measures  this  Board  may  adopt  in  protecting  the  State 
from  epidemics. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

E.  P.   Sale,  M.  D., 
President  Miss.  State  Board  of  Health. 

Dr.  Johnston.  Chairman  of  the  Executive  Committee,  made 
a  verbal  report  of  the  work  of  that  committee  during  the  past 
year. 

The  following  committee  was  appointed  to  examine  the 
books  and  vouchers  of  the  Secretary: 

Drs.  Bennett,  Edwards  and  Kittrell. 
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On  motion  of  Dr.  Kittrell,  the  Executive  Committee  was  in- 
structed to  confer  with  the  Boards  of  Health  of  Hancock  and 
Harrison  counties,  with  a  view  of  securing  their  co-operation 
in  establishing  a  quarantine  against  the  Ship  Island  Station. 

The  Board  made  the  following  nominations  for  Chief  Health 
Officers  of  Counties  : 

Issaquena .Dr.  F.  M.  Halbert ....  Skipwith's  Landing. 

Tunica Dr.  M.  J.  Alexander Anstin. 

Washington Dr.  J,  S.  Walker ...Greenville. 

Hancock Dr.  J.  A,  Mead Pearlington. 

Lauderdale Dr.  M.  J.  Thompson Meridian. 

Yazoo Dr.  Geo.  P.  Blundell Yazoo  City. 

The  Committee  appointed  at  the  last  meeting  to  prepare 
questions  for  County  Health  Officers  vvas  continued. 

On  motion  the  Board  adjourned  until  2:30  p.  M. 

AFTERNOON    SESSION. 

The  Board  met  at  2:30  o'clock,  the  President  in  the  chair. 
Present — Drs.  Edwards,  Moore,  Kells,  Blanks,  Bennett,  Kit- 
trell, Hyer,  Toombs,  Sale  and  Johnston. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  examine  the  Secretary's  books 
and  vouchers  reported  as  follows: 
To  the  State  Board  of  Health  of  Mississippi : 

The  undersigned  having  been  appointed  a  committee  to  ex- 
amine the  accounts  and  vouchers  of  the  Secretary,  would  re- 
spectfully report  that  they  have  discharged  that  duty,  and 
find  said  accounts  and  vouchers  correct. 

J.  W.  Bennett, 
Benj.  F.  Kittrell, 
R.  T.  Edwards. 

Communications  were  read  from  the  Secretary  and  President 
of  the  Jackson  County  Board  of  Health,  making  a  statement 
as  to  the  needs  of  that  Board. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Hyer  81000.00  was  appropriated  for  the  use 
of  that  Board.  On  the  further  motion  of  Dr.  Hyer,  the  Exec- 
utive Committee  was  empowered  to  furnish  them  an  additional 
amount  if  deemed  necessaiy. 

A  communication  was  read  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Nation- 
al Conference  of  State  Boards  ot  Health  in  regard  to  the 
coming  meeting  of  these  Boards. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Johnston,  Drs.  Sale  and  Blanks  were  ap- 
pointed delegates  to  the  Conference. 

The  President  appointed  the  following  committee  to  submit 
questions  and  propositions  to  the  Conference  : 

Drs.  Johnston,  Kells  and  Kittrell. 

A  communication  was  read  from  the  Mayor  and  President  of 
the  Board  of  Health  of  Biloxi,  asking  for  assistance. 
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On  motion  the  Secretary  was  instructed  to  inform  them  that 
the  Board  has  no  power  under  the  law  to  furnish  their  town 
with  money,  but  that  the  Executive  Committee  would  commu- 
nicate with  the  Board  of  Health  of  Harrison  county  in  regard 
to  quarantine  matters. 

The  Board  proceeded  to  elect  officers  for  the  ensuing  year. 
On  motion  Dr.  Hale  was  unanimously  elected  President. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Hyer,  Drs.  Edwards,  Kells  and  Johnston 
were  elected  the  Executive  Committee.  Dr.  Johnston  was 
designated  as  Chairman. 

The  accounts  of  members  were  presented  and  allowed. 

On  motion  the  Board  adjourned. 


Receipts  and  Expenditures  in  1887. 


POSTAGE,    EXPRE3SAGE    AND    TELEGRAM-. 

1887.  Dr. 

May     3  To  amount  from  Auditor $  5  OO 

Aug     9  To  amount  from  Auditor 21  15 

Dec    27  To  amount  from  Auditor 6  95 

$33  10 
1857  Cr. 

By*  amount  due  Secretary  on  1886 S  5  51 

Jan    12  By  postoffice  box  rent  for  quarter-ending  Mar  31  2  00 

Feb   22  By  telegram  sent  in  1886 1  65 

Feb    25  By  postage  stamps 4  00 

April  12  Bv  postoffice  box  rent  for  quarter  ending  June 

'30 2  00 

May     4  By  amount  sent  Dr.  E.  P.  Sale,  President,  for 

postage  for  his  office 5  00 

June  21  By  postage  stamps 4  00 

July  13  By  postoffice  box  rent  for  quarter  ending  Sept. 

30 2  00 

Oct    12  By  telegram  sent „ 95 

Oct    12  Bv  postoffice  box  rent  for  quarter  ending  Dec. 

'31 2  00 

Nov    17  By  postage  stamps 4  00 

$33  11 

FOR  THE  PRE  VENTION  OF  YELLOW  FEVER  AT  BILOXI 

1SS7.  Dr. 

Mar   14  To  amount  from  Auditor $35  00 

1887.  Cr. 

Mar  14  By  bill  of  L.  D.  Allen  for  services  a^  Sanitaiy 
Inspector  under  the  supervision  of  Dr. 
Champlin,  Inspector,  from  Nov.  11  to  17 
(1886)  inclusive , $  35  00 

ON  ACCOUNT  OF  SMALL-POX. 

1887.  Dr. 

Nov    15  To  amount  from  Auditor , $     7  50 
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1887.  Cr. 

Nov    15  By  Byron  Lemly's    bill  for  100  points   vaccine 

virus  furnished  on  Feb.  11 8     7  50 

<>UARANTINE    PURPOSES. 
1887.  Dr. 

Jan     27  To  amount  from  Auditor $  37  75 

Nov    15  To  amount  from  Auditor 24  00 

$61  75 

1887.  Cr. 

Jan  27  By  bill  of  D.  Carver,  for  storage  on  quaran- 
tine property  for  18  months,  at  Nicholson, 
and  hauling „ $37  75 

Nov  15  By  Michael  Hart's  bill  for  storage  on  quaran- 
tine property,  at  Osyka,  for  12  months  up  to 
October  1 * 24  00 


•    mi  75 

AMOUNT  FURNISHED  JACKSON  COUNTY  BOARD  OF 
HEALTH,  under  the  provisions  of  an  Act  supplementary  to 
an  Act  to  amend  the  Statues  in  regard  to  Boards  of  Health, 
approved  February  28,  18S0. 

1887. 

May     10   $500  00 

July     30   500  00 

Dec       3 75  00 

$1,075  00 


EXPENSES  OF  MEMBERS  AND  THEIR   PER  DIEM  IN 
ATTENDING  A  MEETING  AT  JACKSON  APRIL,  19. 

B.  F.  Kittrell $25  20 

Robert  Kells 3  00 

J.  P.  Moore 15  50 

J.  H.  Blanks 18  30 

R.  T.  Edwards - 11  70 

E.  P.  Sale 27  70 

R.  S.  Toombs 25  05 

J.  W.  Bennett 17  30 

W.  F.  Hyer 32  20 

$175  93 
Secretary's    Salary $800  00 
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REPORTS  OF  CHIEF  HEALTH  OFFICERS  OF  COUNTIES. 


ADAMS  COUNTY. 

REPOET    OF    DR.     L.  E.    PROFILET,  CHIEF  HEALTH    OFFICER. 


Iii  compliance  with  my  duty  as  Chief  Health  Officer  of  Ad- 
ams County,  Mississippi,  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  fol- 
lowing annual  report  of  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  county 
for  the  year  ending  September  30,  1887. 

It  affords  me  great  pleasure  to  report  that  since  my  last  re- 
port Adams  County  has  been  free  from  any  severe  epidemic, 
though  cases  of  typhoid  fever,  whooping-cough,  diphtheria, 
mumps,  dengue  and  dysentery  have  occurred.  No  case 
of  yellow  fever,  small-pox.  cholera,  scarlet  fever,  measles, 
cerebro  or  spinal  meningitis,  has  come  to  my  knowl- 
edge. During  the  month  of  October  there  were  a  good 
many  cases  simulating  dengue,  but  only  a  few  well-marked 
cases  ot  the  disease  itself.  This  was  in  marked  contrast  with 
the  disease,  as  it  prevailed  in  Vicksburg  and  Greenville  the 
same  year,  where  it  was  very  prevalent  and  very  severe  in  type, 
influencing,  to  ray  knowledge,  some  to  leave  those  towns,  and 
other  citizens  who  were  absent  to  postpone  their  return  until 
the  epidemic  had  disappeared. 

The  past  winter  was  comparatively  mild,  and  the  rain-fall 
light.  During  April  and  May  there  were  cases  of  mumps,  but 
from  the  best  information  I  could  obtain,  it  was  almost  con- 
fined to  the  negro  population  in  the  country.  In  the  city  of 
Natchez  there  were  very  few  cases.  Derangements  of  the 
bowels  were  common  about  this  period,  and  somewhat  later, 
but  the  severe  epidemic  of  dysentery  reported  in  some  of  the 
adjoining  counties  did  not  exist  here.  There  were  scattering 
cases  of  whooping-cough  in  the  early  part  of  the  summer,  but 
no  general  epidemic. 

Much  rain  fell  during  the  months  of  June  and  July,  and  the 
temperature  was  generally  mild,  until  the  middle  of  Jul}',  when 
it  became  intensely  warm,  the  thermometer  constantly  in- 
dicating above  90  °  F.  The  sultry  weather  continued  during 
the  month  of  August,  and  until  the  middle  of  September, 
though  cases  of  sunstroke  were  rare.  There  were,  perhaps, 
more  cases  of  typhoid  fever  during  the  summer  than  of  an}' 
other  one  disease,  which  created  considerable  alarm  in  Natchez 
and  the  adjoining  country  at  one  time,  and  caused  exaggerated 
reports  to  be  spread,  and  man}'  local  causes  were  ascribed  for 
its  origin,  among  others  the  privy-vault  system,  which  is 
generally  used,  and  upturning  the  earth,  which  was  for  a  time 
permitted  this  year  contrary  to  a  city  ordinance,  which  pro- 
hibits it  during  the  summer  months.  While  striking  outbreaks 
of  typhoid  fever  in  localities  might  be  fairly  attributed  to  ema- 
nations from  obstructed  drains  and  cesspools,  or  from  drinking 
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water  tainted  with  sewage,  and  make  manifest  the  importance 
of  measures  of  prophylaxis  to  obviate  these  causes,  yet  the 
prevalence  of  the  disease  during  the  past  summer  throughout 
the  country  would  indicate,  in  ra}'  opinion,  an  infected  condi- 
tion of  the  atmosphere  as  the  principal  source. 

Judging  from  my  own  observation,  and  from  information 
gained  from  physicians  and  persons  in  different  portions  of 
the  count}-,  malarial  fevers  were  unusually  infrequent  until  the 
first1  part  of  August,  and  though  more  common  from  then 
until  now,  our  most  sickly  season  in  that  regard,  the}-  were  less 
frequent  than  ordinary,  milder  in  form,  and  more  amenable  to 
treatment. 

Several  cases  of  diphtheria  were  reported  in  Natchez  during 
the  month  of  September.  I  did  not  learn  of  any  in  the  coun- 
try. Catarrhal  affections  were  very  general  during  this  month, 
also  common  sore  throat,  not  unfrequently  of  the  membranous 
form,  which  I  think  is  sometimes  mistaken  for  diphtheria. 

The  population  ot  the  county  is  about  twenty-three  thou- 
sand. Except  in  the  city  of  Natchez  there  is  no  way  of  mak- 
ing an  estimate  of  the  number  of  deaths  or  births.  I  think 
there  was  a  law  passed  some  years  since  requiring  a  report  of 
all  births,  but  I  have  never  heard  of  its  observance. 

The  statistics  suggested  in  No.  35  of  the  circular  recently 
furnished  by  the  btate  Board,  would  be  very  valuable  if  they 
could  be  obtained,  but  I  am  not  aware  of  any  available  means 
now  in  the  possession  of  Health  Officers  to  procure  them. 

Our  county  jail,  as  I  stated  in  a  former  leport,  is  not  con- 
structed apparently  according  to  sanitary  principles,  yet  there 
never  has  been  much  sickness  therein,  and  that  is  generally 
contracted  before  the  prisoners  are  admitted.  During  the  past 
year  there  has  been  no  death.  The  jail  is  badly  constructed  for 
the  accommodation  of  all  classes  of  prisoners  admitted,  and 
the  only  remedy  I  could  recommend  would  be  to  build  a  new 
one.  I  consider  it  a  very  safe  one,  and  think  it  is  kept  as  clean, 
and  that  the  prisoners  are  as  well  cared  for,  as  circumstances 
permit. 

The  water  generally  used  throughout  the  county  is  rain- 
water from  cemented  cisterns,  and  is  wholesome. 


ALCORN  COUNTY. 

REPORT  OF  DR.  W.   H.    m'dOUGAL,   CHIEF  HEALTH  OFFICER. 


The  population  of  Alcorn  county  at  this  date  is  about  18,000 
people.  No  record  of  deaths  being  kept  I  cannot  give  a  cor- 
rect estimate  of  the  number  during  the  present  year.  But  I 
am  pleased  to  state  that  the  amount  of  sickness  from  all  causes 
has  been  less,  according  to  reports  made  to  me  by  the  physi- 
cians of  the  county,  than  any  previous  year.     We  have  suffered 
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much  less  from  malarial  fevers,  owing,  I  presume,  to  the  un- 
precedented rainfall  of  the  year  1886,  leaving  the  hills  and  low 
lands  comparatively  free  of  decaying  vegetable  matter.  Not  a 
case    of  yellow  fever,  small-pox   or   cerebro-spinal  meningitis. 

No  epidemic,  endemic  or  contagious  diseases,  except  measles 
and  whooping  cough  which  prevailed  in  a  few  localities  of  the 
county  during  the  months  of  March  and  April,  No  conta- 
gious or  infectious  disease  has  spread  from  our  public  schools 
during  the  year.  A  few  sporadic  cases  of  diphtheria  during  the 
year.  No  diseases  occurred  at  any  time  among  animals.  Ty- 
phoid fever  has  been  this,  as  in  years  past,  our  chief  annoy- 
ance, and  I  accept  the  theory  of  the  majority  of  our  modern 
writers  that  the  adynamic  poison  causing  this  low  type  of  dis- 
ease exists  in  water  obtained  from  seip  wells.  In  my  own  ob- 
servation and  experience,  which  has  been  limited,  I  do  not  be- 
lieve I  ever  saw  a  case  of  this  disease  in  a  family  using  cistern 
water.  We  depend  mainly  upon  wells  as  a  source  of  water  for 
all  purposes.  Whether  pure  or  impure  I  cannot  say  from  the 
fact  that  I  have  not  at  any  rime  had  the  means  of  a  correct 
analysis  at  my  command.  I  do  not  know  of  a  single  instance 
where  disease  has  been  contracted  from  animals  or  impure 
milk,  nor  accidents  from  the  products  of  petroleum. 

Our  school  houses  are  in  a  pretty  fair  sanitary  condition. 
though  some  few  in  the  country  are  too  small  and  not  as  com- 
fortable as  they  should  be  for  occupation  during  the  winter. 
Our  market- houses,  slaughter-houses  and  butcher  pens  are  in 
as  clean  and  sanitary  condition  as  they  are  usually  kept  in 
other  localities.  I  have  recently  visited  our  poor-house  and  re- 
gret to  say  that  its  sanitary  condition  is  not  at  all  pleasing  to 
the  e}'e.  It  has  had,  during  the  year,  forty-seven  inmates. 
The  majority  of  this  unfortunate  class  are  in  a  state  of  invalid- 
ism, either  from  disease  or  decreptitude.  Of  this  number  only 
two  have  died,  both  from  phthisis  pulmonalsis.  Notwith- 
standing their  helpless  condition  they  have  suffered  very  little 
Jrom  acute  diseases  during  the  year. 

As  to  public  halls  and  theaters,  we  have  only  one  in  the 
county  and  that  one  a  theatre  in  Corinth,  the  private  property 
of  a  gentleman  who  resides  at  that  place. 

I  cannot  furnish  a  correct  list  of  the  births  and  deaths  that 
have  occurred  during  the  year,  from  the  fact  that  no  records 
have  been  kept. 


AMITE  COUNTY. 

REPOUT  OF  BR.  C.   H.  BATES,  CHIEF  HEALTH  OFFICER. 


In  accordance  with  the  law  I  hereby  transmit  my  annual  re- 
port. 

We  have  about  seventeen  thousand  inhabitants  in  this 
county.  Among  the  inhabitants  from  all  causes,  compared 
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with  previous  year.*,  we  have  had  about  an  average    amount   of 
sickness  and  deaths. 

Among  the  diseases  of  increased  prevalence  I  will  mention 
those  of  Pneumonia,  Dysentery,  and  Malarial  Fever. 

During  the  months  of  March  and  April. Pneumonia  was  quite 
prevalent,  and  from  a  complication  of  Typhoid  Fever  was  very 
fatal. 

After  the  long  and  heated  drouth  in  August  and  the  first 
half  of  September,  we  had  Dysentery  that  amounted  to  an 
endemic  ill  some  localities,  and  was  attended  by  an  increased 
mortality,  especially  among  the  children. 

Malarial  Fever,  both  intermittent,  and  remittent,  has  been 
more  prevalent  than  for  several  }7ears  past.  But  never  in  the 
history  of  our  countv  has  there  been  fewer  deaths,  from  these 
fevers  than  has  been  this  year. 

We  have  had  Typhoid  Fever  continuously  throughout  the 
year  with  about  the  usual  results. 

It  affords  me  pleasure  to  report,  that  we  have  not  had  an\r 
cases  of  Yellow  Fever,  Scarlet  Fever,  Small-pox,  or  Cholera. 
But  we  have  had  a  few  cases  of  Mumps,  Measles,  and  Whoop- 
ing-Cough. 

Our  Public  Schools  have  been  largely  attended  this  year. 
But  have  not  been  the  maans  of  spreading  any  contagious  or 
epidemic  disease. 

The  Sanitary  condition  is  very  good  of  about  one-half  of  the 
Public  School  Houses  in  the  county,  they  are  well  built  prop- 
erly ventilated,  heated,  and  lighted.  Of  the  other  half  the  san- 
itary condition  is  very  bad.  The  houses  are  most  usually  built 
of  round  logs,  are  low  and  squally,  with  no  loft  over  head,  or 
ceiling,  and  most  frequently  have  no  stoves  or  chimneys.  Many 
of  these  houses  are  built  near  a  running  stream  of  w^ter, 
springs,  or  bogs,  so  as  to  have  them  conveinient  to  water, which 
from  tl  eir.  location  render  them  unsanitary  and  unfit  for  edu- 
cational purposes.  But  our  School  Board  has  largely  remedied 
these  locations,  and  I  think  will  almost  entirely  do  so  by  the 
time  of  opening  the  next  Summer  schools. 

I  do  not  know  of  any  instance  where  disease  has  been  con- 
tracted from  animals,  or  the  impure  milk  of  animals.  With  the 
exception  of  Hog  Cholera,  our  animals  have  had  no  diseases 
worthy  of  mention. 

Our  principal  sources  of  drinking  water  and  water  for  culi- 
nary purposes  are  from  dug  wells,  bored  wells,  and  cisterns. 
As  a  rule,  the  water  is  perfectly  pure.  But  occasionally,  the 
water  from,  carelessness  or  neglect,  these  sources  become  a 
very  powerful  factor  in  producing  and  generating  diseases.  This 
was  notably  the  case  this  year,  when  quite  a  number  of  people 
used  the  water  from  a  bored  well  both  for  drinking  and  culi- 
nary purposes.  This  well  was  sunk  under  a  shed  attached  to 
a  Gin  House  for  the  purpose  of  furnishing  a  steam  engine  with 
necessary  water.     Several  sinks  or  pits  from  one  to   one  and  a 
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half  feet  deep,  were  dug  out  under  this  shed  and  very  close  to 
the  well,  in  fact  the  largest  one  extended  to  the  well.  These 
pits  contained  the  refuse  from  the  engine  and  a  quantity  of 
cotton  seed  in  decomposition,  during  blowing  rains  they  filled 
with  water,  this  water  drained  into  the  well  containing  the 
water  and  producing  Typhoid  Fever.  Not  a  single  person  es- 
caped the  fever  who  used  the  water  of  this'well.  We  know  that 
Typhoid  Fever  is  essentially  a  disease  from  filth,  and  we  are 
having  entirely  too  much  of  it  in  proportion  to  our  population 
in  this  county,  and  I  am  compelled  to  believe  it  is  from  the 
usage  of  polluted  water.  1  don't  think  that  our  people  give 
their  wells  the  proper  attention,  having  them  cleaned  out  and 
all  rotton  curb  removed  near  the  water,  so  as  to  keep  the  water 
perfectly  pure.  I  believe  as  a  strict  sanitary  suggestion,  and 
one  that  I  believe  would  be  of  more  universal  benefit  to  the  peo- 
ple of  our  country,  would  be  to  pay  strict  attention  to  the  sour- 
ces of  water  to  be  used  for  drinking  and  culinary  purposes  with 
the  proper  drainage  of  lands. 

We  have  had  twenty-two  prisoners  in  the  County  Jail  this 
year.  Not  a  single  case  of  sickness  occurred  among  them  and 
no  deaths.  The  jail  is  not  heated,  with  this  exception  the 
Sanitary  condition  is  very  good. 

We  have  only  two  other  public  Buildings,  the  Court  House 
and  Poor  House.  The  Court  House  is  in  perfectly  good  Sani- 
tary condition. 

The  Board  of  Supervisors  abandoned  the  keeping  of  the  poor 
in  the  Poor  House  several  years  ago,  and  pay  so  much  per 
month  for  their  keeping  in  private  families  throughout  the 
county,  therefore  it  is  impossible  for  me  to  give  you  the 
amount  of  sickness  or  the  number  of  deaths. 

We  have  had  no  accidents  from  kerosine  oil,  gasoline,  or  the 
products  of  pretroleum  this  year.  Though  we  have  had  quite  a 
number  of  accidents  from  carelessness  around  cotton.  Gen. 
Shands  one  of  our  best  citizens  had  his  hand  caught  and  drawn 
into  the  saws  and  his  arm  and  hand  was  so  badly  cut  that  he 
died  from  the  effects  of  it  in  a  lew  hours.  Another,  one  of  our 
ex  State  Senator's,  was  caught  by  the  hand  and  drawn  into  the 
gin  saws  in  the  same  way.  But  after  a  long  and  painful  con- 
finement he  is  recoving  without  the  loss  of  Ins  arm.  Several 
other  persons  have  been  caught  and  more  or  less  injured  in  the 
same  way. 

The  law  has  never  been  enforced  in  this  county  requiring 
Physicians  and  Midwives,  to  report  all  births  and  deaths  with 
the  causes  of  death.  Until  this  is  done  it  will  he  impossible  for 
me  to  give  you  a  correct  statistical  mortuary  report, 
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CARROLL  COUNTY. 

REPORT  OF  DR.  G.   W.   YASSER,   CHIEF  HEALTH  OFFICER. 


Carroll  county  is  located  about  fifty  miles  north  of  the  centre 
of  the  State  and  may  be  considered  a  hilly,  broken  country, 
except  the  western  border  which  extends  to  the  Yazoo  delta. 
Estimated  number  of  inhabitants  25,000,  with  a  voting  popula- 
tion of  about  4,000;  the  white  and  colojed  population  are 
pretty  equally  divided,  the  whites  having  a  small  majority. 

The  county,  as  a  general  thing,  is  well  watered,  interspersed 
with  large  and  small  creeks  furnishing  abundant  water  for  stock 
and  ordinary  purposes.  The  water  for  drinking  and  culinary 
purposes  is  obtained  from  springs,  wells  and  cisterns,  and  is  as 
good  and  pure  as  an}'  in  the  State. 

The  lands  may  be  considered  fertile,  producing  well  all  pro- 
ducts adapted  to  this  climate.  It  is,  and  should  be  regarded 
as  one  of  the  healthiest  counties  in  the  State.  The  low  rates 
of  mortality  will  compare  favorably  with  any  in  the  State,  and 
for  several  years  past  have  been  comparatively  small  for  the 
number  of  inhabitants.  During  the  last  year  we  have  had  no 
unusually  high  rate  of  mortality  at  any  time.  The  greatest 
amount  of  sickness  we  usuallj-  have  is  confined  principally  to 
the  summer  months. 

Free  from  epidemics  as  a  general  rule,  we  have  only  such 
diseases  as  are  incident  to  healthy  localities  in  this  climate. 
There  has  not  been  a  case  of  yellow  fever,  sma'1-pox,  cholera, 
scailet  fever  or  cerebro  spinal  meningitis  in  the  county  during 
the  last  vear  that  I  know  of  and  but  one  case  of  diphtheria. 

During  the  months  of  July  and  August  whooping  cough  and 
measles  prevailed  in  several  neighborhoods,  but  attended  with 
no  unusual  severity,  only  with  very  young  infants,  and  that 
alone  with  whooping  cough. 

We  had  more  typho  malarial  fever  last  summer  and  autumn 
than  usual,  and  perhaps  the  cause  of  more  deaths,  but  still  not 
increasing  the  usual  or  avorage  rate  of  mortality.  The  in- 
crease of  the  fever  I  cannot  account  for  unless  caused  by  the 
protracted  hot  summer.  As  there  is  no  meteorological  register 
kept  in  the  county  we  are  left  alone  to  conjecture  in  regard  to 
atmospheric  vicissitudes,  which  are  certainly  very  great  co- 
operative factors  of  diseases. 

We  have  in  the  county  fifty-two  white  schools  and  fifty  for 
the  black  or  colored  children,  all  well  attended.  Many  of  the 
school  rooms  are  too  small  and  not  very  comfortable,  especially 
lor  winter  use,  certainly  well  ventilated  and  lighted.  No  un- 
usual sickness  has  prevailed  in  any  of  the  schools  during  the 
year,  and  no  accidents  from  use  of  kerosene  oil,  petroleum  or 
gasoline. 

Our  jail  and  poor-house  are  both  in  good  sanitaiy  condition, 
well  ventilated  and  can  be  heated  Avhen  necessary.     During  the 
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past  year  there  were  at  different  times  thirty-seven  prisoners  con- 
fined in  jail  with  no  sickness,  and  fifteen  inmates  of  the  poor- 
house,  all  sick,  with  five  deaths  from  consumption,  paralysis 
and  old  age. 

So  far  as  the  vital  and  mortuary  statistics  are  concerned  it  is 
impossible  to  approximate  a  correct  answer. 


CLAY  COUNTY. 

REPORT  OF  DR.   J.   E.  M'eACIIIN,  CHIEF  HEALTH  OFFICER. 


One  year  of  my  last  appointment  as  Chief  Health  Officer  of 
the  count\-  of  Clay,  having  expired,  and  certificate  of  perfor- 
mance of  incumbent  duties  being  required  by  Statute  regula- 
tions befors  allowance  by  board  of  Count}'  Supervisors  can  be 
made.  I  hereby  desire  to  comply  with  said  requirements. 

lam  happy  to  be  able  to  report  for  the  county  of  Clay  unu- 
sual freedom  from  contagious  diseases  of  much  moment  during 
the  past  year.  I  have  in  several  instances  visited  and  exam- 
ined suspicious  cases  some  thought  to  have  been  and  so  pro- 
nouned  by  the  attending  physicians  Diphtheria  ami  scarlatina, 
and  one  case  prononced  small-pox,  but  in  each  case  I  found 
the  diagnosis  incorrect  much  to  the  relief  of  the  friends  and 
neighborhoods. 

I  have  examined  the  buddings  of  several  of  our  free  schools 
as  to  proper  ventilation,  and  in  connection  with  County  Super- 
intendent of  Education  have  examined  the  drinking  water  in 
different  locations,  and  advised  as  to  the  locating  of  said  schools 
<kc.  I  have  given  my  attention  to  everything  that  came  to  my 
knowledge  both  in  thecouniy  and  town  requiring  investigation 
in  a  Sanitary  direction,  and  am  now  standing  as  sentinel,  ready 
to  meet  the  enemy  and  endeavor  to  ward  him  off  or  vanquish 
him  if  needs  be,  should  he  present  himself  in  any  guise. 


HANCOCK   COUNTY. 

REPORT  OF  DR.  J.   A.  MEAD,  CHIEF  HEALTH  OFFICER. 


In  accordance  with  the  instructions  of  your  board  under  date 
of  November  9th,  1 8S7, 1  submit  (as  Health  Officer  of  Hancock 
countv)  the  following  report  for  the  year  ending  September 
30th,  1887. 

The  estimated  population  of  the  county  is  about  seven  thou- 
sand five  hundred  (7,500,)  total  number  of  deaths  reported  thir- 
ty-seven (37). 

With  the  exception  malarial  diseases  there  has  been  fifty 
per  cent.  iess  sickness  than  for  several  years.     Diying    August 
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and  September  several  cases  of  Typho-Malarial  or  continued 
fever  were  reported  The  cases  observed  by  myself  were  a 
continued  fever  wanting  typhoid  symptoms,  patients  consti- 
pated and  having  r.o  enteric  symptoms,  delirium  or  stupor, 
Sulph.  Quinia  failed  to  make  any  impression  on  fever  when 
pushed  to  cinchonism,  fever  continued  from  ten  (lo)  to  twenty- 
eight  (28)  days,  and  any  indiscretion  as  to  diet  caused  a  rise  in 
temperature,  in  fatal  cases  reported. 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  prevailing  diseases  and 
meteorological  conditions  month  by  month: 

October  1886. — Malarial  diseases,  a  few  cases  of  acongestive 
type,  quite  fatal  with  children.  No  rain  during  the  month, 
twenty  eight  (28)  clear  or  fair  days.  Temperature  maximum 
85°,   Minimum  37°,  Mean  75°. 

November. — Quite  healthy,  a  decrease  in  malarial  diseases. 
Six  rainy,  nineteen  (19)  fair  or  clear  days  during  the  month. 
Temperature  Maximum  78°,  Minimum  31°,  Mean  68°. 

December. — Less  than  the  usual  sickness  incidental  to  the 
season.  Two  cases  Diphtheria  occurred  near  Pearlington,  one 
fatal,  both  children  were  recent  arrivals  from  (Montana  Terri- 
tory,) source  of  infection  unknown.  Fifteen  clear  or  fair,  seven 
rainy  days  during  month.  Temperature  Maximum  78°  Mini- 
mum 31°,  Mean  60°. 

January,  1887. — Dysentery  and  catarrhal  diseases  prevailing 
to  a  limited  extent.  Sixteen  clear  or  fair,  nine  rainy  days. 
Temperature  Maximum  72  deg, Minimum  22  deg,  Mean  60  deg. 

February. — Malarial  dysentery  and  catarrhal  affections  as  in 
January.  Only  five  clear  or  fair  days  during  the  month. 
Temperature  Maximum  75  deg,  Minimum  34  deg,  Mean  68  deg. 

March. — Pneumonia  reported,  also  an  increase  of  malarial 
diseases.  Twenty  clear  or  fair  days.  Temperature  Maximum  75 
deg.  Minimum  41  deg,  Mean  71  deg. 

April. — Malarial  diseases  and  Pneumonia  reported.  Twenty- 
four  clear  or  fair,  three  rainy  days  during  the  month.  Tempera- 
ture Maximum  83  deg,  Minimum  38  deg,  Mean  78  deg. 

May. — Malarial  diseases  only  reported.  Seventeen  clear  or 
fair  days.  Temperature  Maximum  88  deg,  Minimum  58  deg, 
Mean  82  deg. 

June. — Quite  healthy,  less  sickness  than  in  May.  Twenty 
clear  or  fair  days  during  the  month.  Temperature  Maximum 
90  deg,  Minimum  64  deg,  Mean  85  deg. 

July, — Malarial  diseases  increasing,  diarrhceal  diseases 
among  children  reported.  Only  seven  fair  days  during  the 
month.  Temperature  Maximum  93  deg, Minimum  70  deg,  Mean 

87  deg. 

August  — Malarial  diseases  and  cases  of  continued  fever  (or 
Typho  Malarial)  reported,  also  two  cases  of  Typhoid, one  fatal, 
both  cases  imported.  Twent3T-tw<>  fair  or  clear  days  during  the 
month.  Temperature  Maximum  93  deg,  Minimum  65  de«,Mean 

88  des.  % 
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September. — A  number  of  cases  of  continued  or  typho  mala- 
rial fever  reported,  also  an  increase  in  malarial  disease?. 
Twenty-five  fair  days  daring  the  month.  Temperature  Maxi- 
mum 93  deg,  Minimum  52  deg,  Mean  84  deg. 

Not  a  case  of  Yellow  Fever,  Small-Pox,  Cholera,  Scarlet 
Fever,  Measles,  Whooping  Cough  or  Cerebo-Spinal  Meningitis 
has  been  reported  to  have  occurred  iu  the  county  during  the 
past  year. 

In  May  my  attention  was  called  to  a  fatal  epidemic  among 
cattle  about  five  miles  above  Pearling  ton.  Twenty-eight  ani- 
mals died.  Symptoms,  animal  stands  with  head  and  ears 
drooping,  weak  and  frequent  trembling,  eyes  dull,  fever,  bow- 
els constipated,  urine  normal  in  color.  Weakness  and  fever  in- 
creases, animal  usually  died  within  twelve  hours. 

Post  Mortem. — Spleen  enlarged  and  congested,  doughy  and 
filled  with  blood.  Disease  was  confined  to  one  locality,  all  sick 
or  exposed  animals  isolated.  All  animals  attacked  died.  No 
new  cases  since  June.  Charbon  appeared  among  mules  and 
horses  at  Pearlington  in  June  and  July,  eight  or  ten  animals 
died,  no  cases  since  Jul}*.]  No  public  markets  in  the  county, the 
private  stalls  are  kept  clean  and  in  a  fair  sanitary  condition. 
The  northern  and  sparsely  settled  portion  of  the  county  is  well 
supplied  with  good  spring  water,  the  more  thickly  settled  Gulf 
Coast  region  depend  on  rain  water  stored  in  cisterns  for  drinking 
and  culinary  purposes;  am  unable  to  trace  the  prevalence  of 
any  special  disease  to  the  water  supply.  Have  examined  the 
jail  and  find  it  in  a  good  sanitary  condition,  well  ventilated  and 
provided  with  stoves  for  heating  if  necessary  (which  is  sel- 
dom.) Total  number  of  prisoners  confined  duiingthe  year 
forty-eight.  Average  term  of  confinement  ten  days.  One  case 
of  sickness  requiring  a  visit  from  a  physician,  disease  not  re- 
ported, no  deaths.  The  Poor  House  is  in  a  fair  sanitary  condi- 
ion,  total  number  of  inmates  during  the  year  eight,  one  death 
cause  unknown,  nearly  all  the  inmates  are  sufferers  from 
chronic    ulcer  of  the  lower  limbs  and  all  are  aged. 

The  Court  House  is  well  lighted  and  ventilated,  but  is  not 
provided  with  fire  escapes. 

Regret  that  I  am  unable  to  report  mortuary  and  vital  statis- 
tics in  the  form  desired,  and  I  beg  to  suggest  that  the  State 
Board  issue  blank  forms  (for  reports  of  vital  and  mortuary  sta- 
tistics) to  be  distributed  by  the  health  officers  to  the  physicians 
of  each  count}*,  think  weekly  or  monthly  reports  would  be  pre 
ferable. 
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DEATHS  REPORTED. 

Fever,   ( 'ongestive 2 

Fever,  Typhoid 1 

Cancer ,.1 

Diphtheria   1 

Pneumonia    .  .  . ,    1 

Pneumonia    1 

Tabes  Mesenteriea 1 

Pelvic   Abscess   1 

Tuberculosis 1 

Dropsy 1 

Acute   Laryngitis 1 

Cholera  In  Ian  turn 1 

Dysentery 1 

Genl.  Dropsy 1 

Paralysis ,1 

Chronic  Albaluminuria,.l 

Sunstroke 1 

Convulsions 1 

Cause  not  reported  ....  3 

3       black, 

....5       white,  Adults. 

•'       '•  "        6       black, 

Total  number  deaths,  adult         whites 13 

"  "  "  blacks 9 

"         "  "     under  5  3'rs, white 9 

"     '     "    black   4 

Number  under  5  and  under  20  years  . , .. 2 

Total  number  of  deaths,  37 

BIRTHS  REPORTED. 

White     male    children  born 29 

"  female  "  "      18 

Blac  k    rnaie  ':         "      8 

lcm:de  "  "      13 

Sex  not  leported,  white  "      20 

"     -  "       black  "      3 

Total  number  children  born,  91 

Male    children  born 37 

Female    ."  "     31 

Sex  not  reported t 23 

Total , 91 
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HOLMES  COUNTY. 

REPORT    OF    DR.    G.    C.     PHILLIPS,    CHIEF    HEALTH    OFFICER. 


The  number  of  inhabitants,  estimated  at  about  twenty-nine 
thousand. 

The  number  of  deaths  for  the  year,  about  three  to  the 
thousand. 

The  amount  of  sickness,  from  all  causes,  less  than  any 
previous  rear,  by  about  two-thirds.  Rate  of  death  to  the  in- 
habitants less  by  about  the  same,  viz.,  two-thirds. 

No  diseases  or  causes  of  death  were  unusually  prevalent 
during  the  past  year.  All  diseases,  but  especially  malarial, 
less  than  usual.  The  lessened  prevalence  of  malarial,  and 
possibly  of  other  diseases,  may  be  attributed  to  the  unusually 
dry  state  of  the  atmosphere  during  nearly  the  entire  year. 
There  was  no  unusual  mortalit\'  from  any  disease.  There  was 
less  mortality  from  malarial  diseases  and  pneumonia  than 
usual,  owing  probably,  to  the  greater  purity  of  the  atmosphere, 
the  germs  of  diseases  being  less  virulent. 

No  month  was  attended  with  a  high  rate  of  mortality  ;  on 
the  contrary,  the  entire  year  was  attended  by  an  unusually  low 
rate  of  mortality. 

During  the  months  of  August  and  September  there  were 
cases  of  measles;  in  October  and  April  a  few  cases  of  diph- 
theria ;  in  September,  October  and  November,  cases  of  whoop- 
ing cough.  Of  measles  there  were  between  30  and  40  cases 
during  August  and  September — no  deaths.  Of  whooping 
cough,  20  or  30  cases  during  September,  October  and  Novem- 
ber. To  date,  one  death,  an  infant  a  few  weeks  old.  Of  diph- 
theria two  cases  in  April  in  the  northwestern  part  of  the 
county.  During  October  two  cases  in  the  same  family  in  the 
town  of  Duraut.  There  has  been  no  case  of  yellow  fever, 
small-pox  cholera,  typhoid  fever,  scarlet  fever,  cerebro  spinal 
meningites  or  other  epidemic,  endemic,  contagious  or  infec- 
tious disease  in  the  county  during  the  year. 

No  special  disease  among  animals  duiing  the  year.  No 
spread  of  diseaes  from  Public  Schools. 

No  meteoroligical  record  kept.  Have  no  instruments  with 
which  to  keep  a  correct  one. 

The  whooping  cough  was  introduced  into  the  county  by  a 
family  of  the  town  of  Lexington,  on  their  return  from  a  visit 
to  Louisiana.  From  this  point  it  slowly  spread  to  various 
parts  of  the  county.  The  starting  point  of  the  measles  appears 
to  have  been  at  the  town  of  Tchula,  brought  there  by  parties 
traveling  on  the  railroad.  No  explanation  could  be  given  of 
the  cause  or  origin  of  the  four  cases  of  diphtheria.  It  was 
confined  to  two  lamilies,  living  thirty  miles  apart,  and  occurred 
at    different    seaons    of  the  year;   no  local  cause  could  be  dis- 
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covered.     Tlie   two  cases   in  the   country,  although  severe,  re- 
covered— the  two  in  Durant  were  malignant  and  both  died. 

No  accident  from  the  products  of  petroleum  has  occurred 
within  the  county  during  the  year.  No  specially  unsanitary 
conditions  are  present  in  the  county. 

The  slaughter  and  market  houses  are  kept  in  a  clean  and 
sanitary  condition,  so  far  as  is  known.  The  sources  of  water 
for  drinking  and  culinary  purposes,  are  wells,  cisterns  and 
springs.  The  water  is  as  pure  as  water  derived  from  these 
sources  generally  is.  There  has  been  no  prevalence  of  any 
disease  attributable  to  the  use  of  impure  water.  No  instance 
of  disease  centracted  from  animals,  or  the  use  of  impure 
milk  has  been  reported  in  the  county. 

The  only  public  hall  used  for  theatrical  and  other  public 
amusements  is  Rayner's  Hal],  in  the  town  of  Lexington.  It  is 
well  ventilated,  but  not  sufficiently  provided  with  fire-escapes, 
having  but  one  door,  and  that  near  the  stage.  A  fire  upon  the 
stage,  with  a  lull  house  would  cause  a  jam  and  loss  of  life — the 
windows  being  too  high  to  leap  from  in  safety.  The  attention 
of  the  proprietor  and  Mayor  has  frequently  been  called  to  these 
facts. 

The  school-houses  are  in  very  good  sanitary  condition  for 
summer  use.  Our  county  superintendent  informs  me  that 
many  in  the  countiy  have  too  much  ventilation  for  winter,  and 
are  not  sufficiently  heated.  The  Board  of  Supervisors,  how- 
ever, are  doing  their  best  to  remedy  this.  The  county  jail  is 
in  good  sanitary  condition,  and  well  ventilated,  but  not  pro* 
vided  with  proper  heating  apparatus  for  very  cold  weather. 
There  should  be  a  furnace  in  the  lower  story  and  the  cells  and 
cage  heated  by  pipes  conveying  steam  or  hot  air.  Total  num- 
ber of  prisoners  confined  in  the  count}'  jail  during  the  year, 
fifty  one.  Of  these,  nine  had  medical  treatment.  Three  cases 
of  intermittent  fever,  one  of  nephrites,  one  of  cholera  morbus, 
two  of  constipation  with  torpid  liver,  one  of  epilepsy,  and  two 
of  mania — no  deaths. 

The  sanitary  condition  of  the  poor-house  is  good.  There 
were  fourteen  inmates  during  the  year,  all  colored,  all  old 
and  afflicted  by  some  chronic  disease  or  deformity,  except  one 
case  of  epilepsy,  and  one  lunatic;  in  fact  the  poor-house  is 
more  of  a  hospital,  (minus  the  nurses  and  attendants,)  than  a 
home  for  the  poor  and  helpless.  There  were  three  deaths  at 
the  poor-house  during  the  year,  one  of  consumption,  one  of 
congestive  fever,  and  one  of  old  age. 

It  is  utterly  impossible  to  give  vital  and  mortuary  statistics, 
as  no  record  of  births  and  deaths  is  kept.  In  connection  with 
this  subject  I  would  suggest  that  the  Legislature  be  requested 
to  pass  a  bill,  requiring  Assessors  to  have  upon  their  lists, 
these  questions: 

"Have  there  been  any  deaths  in  this  family  during  the  year? 
If  any,  cause  of  death  ?" 
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"Have  there  been  any  births  ?     If  any,  the  sex." 

The  color  in  each  case  might  be  added  and  age,  in  cases  of 
death. 

Allowing  the  Assessor  a  small  remuneration,  say  one  cent  for 
each  name  recorded,  and  have  these  lists  condensed  and  placed 
on  file.  I  know  of  no  other  way  of  obtaining  anything  like  a 
correct  registration  of  births  and  deaths. 

I  would  further  suggest,  that  some  provision  be  made  for 
paying  for  nursing  and  attendance  upon  lunatics,  the  sick  and 
wounded,  when  necessarily  confined  in  the  county  jails.  The 
jailor  can  only  draw  pay  for  feeding,  as  with  other  prisoners, 
and  these  poor  creatures  often  suffer  dreadfully  tor  want  ot 
proper  attention. 


ISSAQUENA  COUNTY. 

REPOUT  OP  DR.  F.  M.   HALBERT,  CniEF  HEALTH  OFFICER. 


I  beg  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  sanitary  condi- 
tion of  Issaquena  county  during  the  year  1887  : 

Number  of  inhabitants  about  7,000. 

Amount  of  sickness  from  all  causes  has  been  about  the  same 
as  the  average  during  previous  years. 

Death-rate  the  same  as  previous  years;  also  diseases  and 
causes  of  death. 

No  particular  disease  predominating. 

There  has  been  no  month  in  the  year  attended  with  a  very 
high  rate  of  mortality,  except  during  the  extreme  hot  weather; 
there  may  have  been  a  few  more  deaths  caused  by  malarial 
fever. 

The  general  health  good.'  Nothing  occuring  in  the  way  of 
an  outbreak  of  a  contagious  or  infectious  nature,  except  whoop- 
ing cough  during  the  month  of  September. 

As  far  as  I  can  ascertain  none  of  the  nine  diseases  named 
in  No.  ] 6  have  occurred,  except  a  few  cases  ot  typhoid  fever 
and  whooping-cough  as  aboved  mentioned. 

The  attendance  in  the  public  schools  has  not  spread  any  of 
the  diseases  mentioned  in  No.  16. 

Among  animals,  (cattle,)  there  was  a  Spanish  Fever  during 
the  month  of  September  which  did  not   prove  very  disastrous. 

There  has  been  no  accidents  from  the  use  of  kerosece  oil  or 
an}-  product  of  petroleum  as  far  as  I  can  ascertain.  All 
slaughter-houses,  market  and  butcher  stalls  are  kept  in  a  sani- 
tary condition. 

Water  for  drinking  and  culinary  purposes  is  obtained  from 
tanks  and  underground  cisterns,  which  is  very  pure;  therefore 
no  special  prevalence  of  disease  caused  by  use  ol  impure  water. 

No  diseases  contracted  from  animals  or  impure  milk. 

Theatres  and  public  halls  in  our  county  are  too  numerous  to- 
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mention,  but  I  can  safely  say  all  are  properly  ventilated  and 
provided  with  fire  escapes. 

School-houses  are  in  a  sanitary  condition,  properly  heated 
and  ventilated. 

I  have  examined  the  jail,  find  it  well  heated  and  ventilated, 
and  in  a  sanitary  condition.  There  has  been  only  twelve  pris- 
oners confined  ;  no  sickness  or  death. 

Sanitary  condition  of  poor-house  good.  Inmates  about  12  ; 
no  sickness  or  death.  All  other  public  buildings  in  the  county 
are  in  good  sanitary  condition. 

As  there  has  been  no  statistics  kept,  it  is  impossible  to  give 
a  correct  statement  of  births  and  deaths.  I  might  add  in  re- 
gard to  births  among  the  colored  population,  the  deaths  are 
about  one-third  owing  to  the  incompetent  mid-wives. 

In  closing,  have  no  suggestion  to  make  in  regard  to  pre- 
veniiou  of  diseases  in  the  county.  Will  only  suggest  that  a 
law  be  enacted  by  which  the  Board  of  Supervisors  of  each 
county  be  compelled  to  pay  the  Health  Officer  a  stipulated 
salary. 


JEFFERSON  COUNTY. 

REPORT  OF  DR.   A.  K.  MCNAIR,  CHIEF  HEALTH  OFFICER. 

In  obedience  to  your  instructions  I  hereby  submit  the  follow- 
ing report  as  Chief  Health  Officer  of  Jefferson  county.  The 
number  of  inhabitants  in  my  connty  is  seventeen  thousand  three 
hundred  and  seventy-six.  I  am  unable  to  estimate  the  birth 
and  death-rate  in  my  county  for  the  reason  that  physicians 
have  kept  no  record  of  either.  I  have  written  to  all  the  leading 
physicians,  but  they  were  unable  to  give  me  any  assistance  in 
this  respect.  From  the  information  I  could  get  from  different 
portions  of  the  county,  I  think  there  has  been  less  sickness 
during  the  present  year  than  last,  and  the  death-rate  less. 
The  disease  that  caused  the  greatest  death-rate  in  my  county 
was  dysentery.  This  prevailed  epidemically  in  the  eastern  and 
southern  portions  of  the  county.  It  commenced  the  first  of 
June  and  continued  for  two  months  ;  was  of  a  typhoid  type,  in 
some  cases  lasting  six  weeks  ;  was  attended  with  constant  fever, 
the  temperature  ranging  from  102  to  lOIFo.;  pulse  above  IOC 
most  of  the  time;  the  bowels  passed  blood  and  mucus  in  most 
cases  as  often  as  once  an  hour,  sometimes  much  more  frequent. 
As  to  the  origin  of  the  disease  I  could  trace  it  to  no  definite 
cause,  unless  it  was  the  water  used  for  drinking  and  cooking 
purposes.  This  was  obtained  from  springs  and  wells.  Of  the 
fifteen  white  families  attacked  with  it  only  one  used  cistern 
water,  and  all  of  the  15  colored  families  used  spring  water.  The 
water  from  the  springs  and  wells  was  clear  and  cool,  but  in 
every  case  where  I  examined  it  there  was  lime  or  soda  present. 
This  disease  could  be  traced  to  the  south  and  east  where  spring 
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and  well  water  is  used  almost  exclusively.  This  is  in  the 
counties  of  Franklin  and  Amite.  There  has  been  less  pneu- 
monia in  iny  county  this  year  than  last.  I  attribute  this  to  the 
dry  warm  winter.  Our  county  has  escaped  almost  all  conta- 
gious diseases.  There  has  been  only  a  few  cases  of  measles  of  a 
mild  form.  During  the  months  ot  July,  August  and  Septem- 
ber we  had  some  cases  of  hemorrhagic  malarial  fever,  which 
proved  fatal  in  about  fifty  per  cent. 

I  have  visited  the  public  school-houses  and  found  them  in  a 
bad  condition  for  affording  light,  and  not  well  arranged  for  pro- 
tection against  inclement  weather.  The  attendance  on  the 
public  schools  has  spread  no  contagious  diseases.  There  has 
been  no  contagious  diseases  amor.g  the  animals,  except  a  dis- 
temper that  manifested  itself  by  a  cough  of  a  mild  order. 

The  first  months  of  the  winter  were  warm  and  dry,  and  in 
consequence  of  this  pneumonia  and  diseases  of  the  air  passages 
were  less  frequent.  Pneumonia  was  more  frequent  and  fatal 
among  the  colored  than  the  white  population.  Venereal  diseases 
prevailed  among  the  negroes  to  a  considerable  extent.  The 
slaughtering  of  animals  is  done  in  open  air  outside  the  corpo- 
rate limits  of  our  county  towns,  consequeuth*  there  is  nothing 
to  complain  of  in  this  respect.  The  butcher  stalls  are  kept  in 
a  good  sanitary  condition.  Water  is  obtained  mostly  from 
cisterns  except  in  the  eastern  portion  of  the  county  where 
spring  and  well  water  is  used. 

The  county  jail  is  in  good  sanitary  condition.  There  has 
been  fifty-three  prisoners  confined  in  it  during  the  present  year, 
without  any  sickness.  It  is  well  ventilated  by  warming  stoves 
in  which  coal  is  used. 

The  poor-house  is  in  a  good  sanitary  condition,  well  warmed 
and  well  ventilated.  There  was  during  the  present  year  seven- 
teen admissions;  of  these  eight  died,  one  from  syphilitic  poison- 
ing, two  from  malarial  fever,  two  from  paraylsis,  two  from  epi- 
lepsy and  one  lrom  pneumonia.  I  would  state  that  they 
were  in  an  exhausted  condition  when  admitted,  so  much  so  that 
there  was  little  to  be  expected  from  treatment. 


KEMPER  COUNTY. 

REPORT  OF  DR.   J.  H.   LIPSCOMB,   CHIEF  HEALTH  OFFICER. 


It  is  impossible  to  answer  intelligently  the  queries  proposed 
by  the  State  Board,  on  account  of  the  diverse  elements  at  work 
as  laborers  in  the  profession,  man}'  of  whom  arc  careless,  and 
many  ignorant  of  the  necessity  of  such  statistics,  there  is  no 
means  at  hand  to  arrive  at  even  approximate  results.  In  addi- 
tion to  the  want  of  interest  and  professional   pride,  the  Board 


;o  MISSISSIPPI   STATE  BOARD  OF  HEALTH. 

of  Police  in  the  count}7  have  concluded  that  the}'  did  not  need 
a  Health  Officer,  as  the  statute  .save  them  the  right  to  discon- 
tinue the  office,  and  consequently  no  appropriation  has  been 
made.  The  answers  and  comments  are  approximate,  for  reas- 
ons above  stated. 

The  number  of  inhabitants  is  estimated  at  18,000. 

The  mortality  is  not  above  12  per  cent  and  may  be  less.  The 
amount  of  sickness  from  all  causes  was  less  than  usual.  The 
average  death  rate  is,  in  the  opinion  of  many  physicians,  lessened. 
The  cause  of  death  from  diseases  of  the  abdominal  viscera  largely 
predominate,  including  in  this  class  enteric  fever,  and  allied 
types  of  disease.  This  includes  infantile  summer  troubles  in 
cident  to  this  class  of  our  population.  Especially  do  the  freed  - 
men  suffer  on  account  of  improper  nourishment,  exposure  and 
want  of  proper  clothing.  Broncho_pneumbnia  and  strictly 
pneumonic  troubles  come  next  on  the  list,  especially  in  the 
prairie  region  of  tins  county.  An  epidemic  of  dysentery  has 
invaded  the  central  and  northern  portion  of  the  county,  as  it 
did  the  central  and  southern  last  year,  but  with  results  not  so 
fatal,  better  modes  of  treatment  following  a  more  extensive 
knowledge  of  the  disease,  or  perhaps  the  epidemic  not  being  so 
virulent  in  character  lessened  the  death  rate.  It  is  impossible 
with  the  limited  powers  at  the  command  of  the  Health  Officer 
to  approach  anything  like  accuracy  in  gleaning  any  statistics 
as  to  months  in  which  there  was  an  increase  or  decrease  of  mor- 
tality from  any  class  of  diseases,  and  the  different  localities  in 
the  county  are  subject  to  a  peculiar  class  of  diseases  character- 
istic of  that  locality,  and  the  physicians  are  indifferent  to  the 
collecting  of  an)-  data  of  a  reliable  kind. 

There  is  evidently  a  growing  knowledge  of  hygiene,  and  the 
laws  of  health  as  well  as  an  increased  desire  to  act  in  accord- 
ance with  them  on  the  part  of  the  people. 

Man}-  cases  of  zymotic  diseases  have  been  traced  directly  to 
drinking  water.  The  extreme  dryness  of  the  winter,  spring 
and  summer,  caused  the  sipe  wells  to  run  low,  and  the  water 
held  in  a  concentrated  form  all  the  disease  producing  elements, 
which  in  ordinary  seasons  are  held  in  weaker  solution.  The 
cisterns  also  during  the  summer  and  fall  received  the  showers 
as  they  fell,  and  the  housetops  covered  with  dust,  and  rich  in 
insect  life,  were  washed  by  the  passing  showers,  and  the  mat- 
ter carried  into  the  cisterns,  showed  under  the  microscope 
almost  every  character  of  animacuhe.  But,  though  we  ex- 
pected a  low  grade  of  disease  from  the  effects  of  this  water, 
there  was  a  lessened  sick  rate  up  to  the  first  of  November. 
Evidences,  however,  are  beginning,  at  this  writing,  to  show 
that  the  result  would  be  as  expected.  By  a  system  of  filtering, 
rude  but  effectual,  most  of  the  effete  matter  can  be  separated 
from  the  fluid,  aud  the  danger  lessened.  The  school  buildings 
generally  are  in  a  good  sanitary  condition,  and  the  county  jail 
is  not  occupied.     I  have  not  examined  it  or  the  poor-house,  as 
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the  officers  of  the  county  decline  acknowledging  the  authority 
of  the  Health  Officer  and  have,  as  far  as  they  are  concerned, 
abolished  the  office.  I  wi'l  continue  to  act,  and  in  an  emer- 
gency may  be  useful. 

Some  action  tending  to  a  system  of  vital  statistics  being  put 
in  operation,  ought  to  be  brought  before  the  profession  of  the 
State,  and  (he  Health  Officer  ot  each  county  empowered  to  col- 
lect them  from  the  several  physicians  in  his  jurisdiction. 
Without  some  action  legalizing  this  collection  any  attempt  to 
do  so  would  be  abortive. 


LINCOLN  COUNTY. 

REPORT    OF    DK.    E.    J.    BOWEN,    CHrEF    HEALTH    OFFICER. 


I  beg  leave  to  make  the  following  report  for  the  current 
year  : 

The  number  of  inhabitants  of  Lincoln  county,  estimating 
five  for  every  voter,  would  aggregate  about  15000"  If  the  death 
rate  be  about  the  same  as  our  nearest  cities,  wherein  registra- 
tions are  kept,  the  number  of  deaths  per  annum  would  amount 
to  more  than  300.  Without  any  data  I  am  inclined  to  estimate 
the  death  rate  less  than  this  number  generally,  and  particu- 
larly this  year. 

The  topography  of  this  county  is  favorable  for  health.  Be- 
ing on  the  dividing  line  between  the  Mississippi  ou  the  West, 
and  Pearl  River  on  the  East :  it  has  the  most  favorable  atti- 
tude for  drainage,  and  an  abundant  pine  forest,  which  is  gener- 
ally admitted  to  be  favorable  to  health. 

If  I  am  correct  in  estimating  the  health  to  be  better,  and  the 
death  rate  to  be  less  during  the  present  year,  I  would  attribute 
the  result  to  some  variation  in  the  meteorological  conditions, 
and  not  to  any  particular  improvements  in  the  habits  or  man- 
ners of  living  among  the  inhabitants;  except  perhaps  since 
quinine  has  become  cheaper  a  greater  number  of  the  inhabi- 
tants who  have  heretofore  used  various  nostrums  and  chill 
cures,  when  afflicted  with  malarial  fevers,  do  now  resort  to  the 
use  of  quinine  in  the  early  attacks  of  fever,  and  thus  escape 
suffering  and  death  that  come  by  improper  home  medication. 
I  find  quinine  in  more  general  use  than  it  was  formerly,  and  I 
think  I  am  called  less  frequently  to  treat  cases  of  malarial 
fevers,  and  that  there  are  fewer  deaths  from  that  class  of 
fevers. 

From  that  class  of  diseases  called  zymotic  diseases,  such  as 
yellow  fever,  small  pox,  cholera,  scarlet  fever,  typhoid  fever, 
measles,  whooping  cough,  cerebro  spinal-meningitis,  and  diph- 
therin,  there  has  been  a  remarkable  exemption.  With  the  ex- 
ception of  whooping  cough,  there  has  been    but   few    cases  of 
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them  reported  to  me,  and  I  do  not  remember  a  year  when  there 
was  no  measles  before  this.  I  heard  of  but  two  cases  of  scarlet 
fever  and  two  of  diphtheria  during  the  year.  One  of  the  cases 
of  diphtheria  came  on  in  a  child  that  was  using  flannels  lately 
used  by  another  child  that  had  died  of  pseudo-membranous- 
croup.  Dr.  J.  M.  Martin,  who  reported  these  cases,  thinks 
there  was  no  mistake  in  the  diagnosis  of  thesa  two  cases,  and 
that  they  stood  in  the  relation  of  cause  and  effect  to  each 
other. 

The  public  buildings  of  the  county  are  generally  in  a  sanitary 
condition.  The  school  houses  are  most  too  well  ventilated  for 
the  winter  term.  The  number  of  prisoners  confined  in  our  jail 
during  the  year  was  twenty-nine,  averaging  about  six  days  each, 
with  nosickuess  nor  deaths.  The  average  number  of  paupers 
in  our  poor  house  is  about  fifteen.  The  greater  number  of 
these  became  paupers  by  reason  of  old  age,  and  the  infirmi- 
ties incident  theieto.  No  deaths  among  the  paupers  have  bee  n 
reported  tome,  though  it  is  usual  to  have  soms  deaths  at  the 
poor  house,  because  many  of  the  subjects  are  first  admitted 
when  almost  in  a  dying  condition,  being  old  cripples,  who  have 
no  friends  or  relatives  to  support  them  in  their  last  lingering 
illness. 

It  is  impossible  for  me  to  give  reliable  statistics  for  sunitary 
use,  because  of  the  lack  of  all  system  of  registration.  Upon 
which  I  think  the  year  has  been  ui. usually  healthy,  and  remark- 
ably free  from  all  epidemic  or  contagious  diseases.  No  yellow 
fever,  no  small  pox,  or  cholera,  or  measles. 

From  some  cause  I  cannot,  say  what,  the  disease  known  as 
mumps  or  parotitis,  was  very  prevalent,  usual  mostly  during 
the  spring  months. 


LOWNDES  COUNTY. 

RKFORT  OF  DR.   B.    A.    VAUGHAN,   CHIEF  HEALTH  OFFICER. 


In  compliance  with  the  Statutes  of  the  State,  I  send  you  my 
annual  report,  as  ''Chief  Health  Officer,"  for  Lowndes  county. 
The  year  18S7  has  been  an  exaggeration  of  1885-6,  as  to  the 
prevalence  of  disease,  as  well  as  climatic  variations.  This  is 
especially  applicable  to  the  months  of  July,  August  and  Sep- 
tember. During  these  months  a  general  drought  prevailed,  to 
much  greater  extent  than  at  any  time  heretofore  recorded. 
Streams  were  dry  for  the  first  time  in  the  memory  of  this  peo- 
ple ;  the  water  line  in  sipe  wells  as  well  as  in  sub-soil  has  been 
exceptionally  low,  while  the  flow  from  Artesian  wells  have  been 
greatly  lessened;  this  latter  phenomenon  was  decidedly  noticea- 
ble on  or  immediately  after  the  late  earthquake  disturbances. 

Since  the  subsoil  moisture  has  been  exceptionally  low,  fevers 
of  a  typhoid  and  gastric  type  have    been    unusually    prevalent, 


MISSISSIPPI  STATE    BOARD  OF  HEALTH.  73 

and  arc  at  this  reporting  prevalent.  Until  this  season  ?  typical 
case  of  typhoid  fever  had  not  been  seen  in  Lowndes  county  for 
vears,  though  some  of  the  socalled  typho-malarial  fevers  were  seen 
in  some  poorly  drained  and  unsanitary  localities.  This  season 
they  have  been  so  typical  that  scarce  a  variation  from  the 
description  in  the  books  has  been  noticeable,  unless  it  be  the 
morning  exacerbation  of  temperature,  rather  than  in  the  even- 
ings as  is  generally  seen  and  described.  I  am  phased  to  re- 
port a  per  centage  of  mortality  in  this  fever  so  far,  as  very  low. 

Inspection  of  the  localities  where  typhoid  fever  existed, 
failed  to  give  me  evidence  of  a  local  cause;  it  is  true  that  the 
portable  water  was  exceptionally  low  in  the  sipe  wells  of  the 
locality,  but  a  careful  examination  of  the  water  did  not  give 
evidence  of  impurity;  though  I  confess,  I  would  not  have  re- 
cognized the  microscopic  germ,  now  claimed  to  be  present  in 
and  the  cause  of  such  lever;  my  conclusions  are,  that  transpira- 
tion from  the  deep  subsoil,  must  be  the  chief  factor  in  the 
diffusion  ot  the  cause  of  the  fever  in  this  section  of  the  State. 

Maladies  of  the  digestive  system  to  a  limited  extent  were 
seen  in  the  spring  and  early  months  of  summer.  Much  of  the 
diarrhoeal  disorders  were  a  sequence  to  an  epidemic  of  measles. 
This  malady  was  introduced  into  this  county  on  the  13th  of 
April  last,  by  a  family  from  Birmingham,  Ala.  Whooping 
cough  has  been  with  us  the  whole  year.  Isolation  svas  attempt- 
ed, but  tfie, effort  was  not  seconded  by  the  people,  and  both 
maledies  were  soon  well  scattered  over  the  county  by  their  in- 
troduction into  the  public  schools,  and  the  Industrial  Institute 
and  College ;  and  through  this  latter  source,  I  fear,  scat- 
tered over  the  State.  Its  introduction  into  the  dormitory 
of  the  College  was  near  the  close  of  the  term,  (the  first 
cases  having  been  concealed,)  when  it  was  known  Jthat  a 
number  of  pupils  were  sick  with  measles,  a  pretty  general  rush 
was  made  for  home,  but  after  they  had  been  pretty  generall\r 
exposed  to  the  contagion.  The  report  from  the  other  counties 
of  the  State,  will  inform  your  board,  if  the  suggested  conse- 
quence occurred. 

There  wtre  no  deaths  from  either  malady  among  the  pupils, 
and  the  mortality  in  the  county  was  very  small  when  the  ex- 
tent of  the  malady  is  considered,  together  with  the  fact,  that 
quite  half  of  the  attacked  were  exclusively  in  the  care  of  the 
family. 

The  principal  city  of  Lowndes  county,  Columbus,  being  an 
educational  centerof  some  magnitude,  independent  of  the  State 
College  located  here,  I  have,  as  the  law  requires,  given  consid- 
erable attention  to  their  condition  ;  and  will  add  in  addition  to 
my  former  reports  on  schools,  that  the  Franklin  Academy  has 
an  attendance  quite  too  full  for  the  capacity  of  the  buildings; 
all  the  rooms  are  more  or  less  crowded  ;  the  means  used  to  heat 
these  crowed  rooms  is  unhygienic,  and  the  school  hours  are 
such  as  the  best  sanitarians  of  the  country  condemn.  An  in- 
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crease  in  the  room  is  contemplated  by  the  erection  of  a  new 
and  modernly  constructed  school  building-,  where  it  is  promised 
all  the  requirements  for  good  sanitation  and  veutilation  will  be 
observed.  The  school  directors,  however,  seem  to  be  directed 
in  their  legislation  for  this  school  by  the  wishes  and  conve- 
nience of  the  Faculty  of  Teachers  more  than  by  considerations 
for  the  physical  health  of  the  pupils,  as  to  the  hours  of  school 
life,  and  the  tasks  to  be  performed  out  of  school  hours  . 

THE  INDUSTRIAL    INSTITUTE  AND  COLLEGE. 

In  addition  to  the  report  incident  to  measles  being  intro- 
duced into  this  institution,  I  beg  to  report  the  need  for  an  in- 
firmary. This  is  a  necessity  to  an  institution  of  this  size.  The 
present  accommodation  is  a  small  room  of  two  beds.  I  sug- 
gest that  had  proper  and  commodious  accommodation  been 
had  for  measles  cases  last  season,  the  flight  home  need  not 
have  occurred. 

Another  very  much  needed    work    here   is  the    finishing  the 
laundry  apartments.     As  it  is  now,  the  girls    while    at  work  in 
the  laundry  are  exposed  to  the  heat  of  uncovered  steam  pipes, 
which  are    almost  touched  by   their  heads,     in    passing  to  and 
fro,  while  under  foot  they  are  on  a  floor  of  earth.     Headaches, 
colds  and  deranged  condition  of  functions  of  her  sex,  are  said 
to  be  frequent  sequence  to   laundry  work  in  the  laundry  rooms. 
Syncope  was  of  common    occurrence    among    the    girls    last 
term.     Heating  by  steam  unregulated  by  thermometers  was  con- 
sidered one  cause  for  the  frequent  attacks  of  syncope,  but  the}' 
continued  and  increased  as  the  summer  advanced.      My  oppor- 
tunity to  observe  personally  was  limited  ;  but  from  observation 
and  information,  niy  conclusions  are  that  the  frequent  and  long 
continued  emotional  exercises  of  the  Hall  of   the  Young  Wo- 
man's Christian  Association  and  the  Young  Women's  Christian 
Temperance   Union,  together  with  similar    exercises  in  their 
respective  rooms,  was  the  prime  factor  in  most  of  the  cases  of 
physical  and  nervous   prostration.     The  rules  as  regards    the 
duties  of  the  school  hours,  discipline    and    recreation    are   in 
conflict  with  advanced  views  of  the  necessities  of  hygiene. 

Water  closets  for  the  dormitory  are  too  few  for  the  proper 
accommodation  of  all  the  inmates.  The  same  may  be  said  as 
to  the  bathing  facilities.  The  outlet  for  the  disposal  of  the 
water  from  the  college  is  too  near  the  buildings,  for  the  sani- 
tation to  keep  good. 

The  Statute  requiring  the  reporting  of  contagious  and  infec- 
tious diseases,  is  entirely  disregarded  in  this  county,  by  both 
the  medical  profession  and  the  house  holder,  as  is  also  that 
statute  relating  to  the  practice  of  medicine  without  license. 

The  public  buildings  of  the  county  are  as  last  reported,  with 
the  exception  of  the.county  jail.  The  old  jail  building  has 
been  sold  to  a  cotton  mill  company,  and  the  county  is  now 
erecting  a  jail  with  all  the  modern    conveniences,  and  are  care- 
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ful  to  comply  with    requirements   which  will  secure  good  sani- 
tation and  ventilation. 

I  am  unable  to  give  accurately  the  vital  statistics  of  Lowndes 
county  ;  no  report  of  deaths,  or  certificates  tor  burial  arc  now 
required  by  the  county  aud  city  officials  ;  nor  can  I  approximate 
such  report  with  accuracy  because  of  the  removals  in  the  last 
year  from  this  county  to  Birmingham  and  the  Mississippi  and 
Yazoo  bottoms. 

The  population  of  the  county  at  its  last  estimate  was  29,000, 
with  11,000  educable  children.  The  burials  in  the  city  of 
Columbus  this  year  was  adults,  29;  children,  9;  aggregate,  38; 
which  estimated  for  the  county  would  give  330  or  13.003  per 
1.000  of  population.  The  mortality  has  been  chiefly  from 
sequelae  of  measles  and  from  typhoid  fever  ;  especially  has  this 
been  the  case  with  that  class  of  population  who  fail  to  recog- 
nize the  prodromal  stage  of  typhoid  fever,  and  who  cannot 
secure  proper  food  and  nursing.  This  applies  also  to  sequela?  of 
measles  and  whooping  cough. 

The  death  rate  for  the  county  must  have  been  an  increase 
over  the  usual  rate,  because  of  the  deaths  from  measles  and 
whooping-cough  among  the  infants  and  children.  This  I  esti- 
mated to  te  larger  in  the  county  than  the  city  of  Columbus; 
because  of  the  less  frequent  call  for  professional  assistanee  in 
the  country  than  the  city. 

Of  the  nine  diseases  mentioned  in  16,  this  county  has  had  no 
yellow  fever,  small  p.<x,  cholera,  scarlet  fever,  cerebro-spinal 
meningitis  or  diphtheria. 

Because  of  the  existence  of  measles  among  the  pupils  of  the 
public  schools,  some  of  these  schools  were  temporarily  closed 
to  prevent  the  spread  of  the  disease  ;  this  was  only  partially 
successful  because  of  the  lateness  of  information  lodged  with 
the  County  Superintendent  of  Public  Education  for  the  Count}". 
The  school  buildings  of  the  whole  county  are  not  provided 
with  ventilation,  other  than  the  doors  and  windows,  nor  has 
any  special  reasons  based  upon  hygiene,  governed  the  selection 
of  location  of  the  school  houses.  The  heating  and  ventilation 
is  solely  in  charge  of  the  teachers,  the  majority  of  whom  are 
governed  by  their  own  sensations  in  regulating  these  factors. 

The  county  of  Lowndes  has.no  ''poor-house:*'  the  poor  are 
farmed  out  to  Captain  T.  Eggleston,  who  keeps  them  on  a  farm, 
and  in  ordinary  faim  houses. 

There  were  fourteen  prisoners  in  jail  during  the  year,  two  of 
whom  died;  one  from  consumption,  and  one  idiot ;  the  former  a 
consumptive  for  years  before  confinement  in  jail;  none  of  the 
other  prisoners  were  sick  except  from  some  slight  temporary 
indisposition. 

The  site  of  all  slaughter  houses  in  the  county  are  unsanitary, 
selections  having  been  made  where  streams  from  Artesian 
wells  or  drains  flow,  so  that  the  soil  is  never  dry,  which  receives 
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the  refuse  from  the  slaughter  houses,  their  being  no  special  care 
taken  in  disposal  of  the  waste,  except  to  see  it  can  fall  into 
the  water  of  the  drain  or  stream. 

"Concert  Hall"  is  the  only  theater  building  in  the  county  ;  it 
has  neither  fire-escape,  or  special  provision  for  ventilation  ; 
the  other  public  buildings  of  the  county  are  church  edifices, 
hotels  and  court  house,  all  of  which  are  fairly  sanitary  with  no 
fire-escapes,  or  special  ventilation  ;  the  only  public  buildings 
in  the  county,  where  special  ventilation  has  been  attempted, 
are  the  Industrial  Institute  and  College,  and  the  County  Jail 
and  Cotton  Mills  buildings,  which  are  now  in  process  of  erect- 
ion. 

No  register  of  births  and  deaths  having  been  kept,  none 
being  required  by  county  or  town  officials,  I  am  unable  to  report 
on  this  subject,  or  that  of  still  borns,  or  illegitimates. 

All  accidents  from  the  use  of  kerosene  oil,  except  in  two  in- 
cidents, have  been  without  fatal  or  serious  consequences.  Two 
children  left  alone  at  night,  were  with  the  building  they  were  in, 
destroyed  by  fire  ;  the  fire  was  occasioned  b}r  explosion  of 
kerosene  oil. 

Hereto  I  give  the  rainfall  and  mean  ternoerature  for  each 
month,  from  October,  1886  to  October,  1887:' 

Oct.    18S6— Rainfall 0.15  Mean  Temperature 63 

6.62       «  "  50 

2.58      "  "  38 

3.12       "  "  38 

4.40       "  "  53 

2.94        "  '•  48 

3.51        "  "  55 

2.89       "  "  70 

5.20        "  "  80 

4.07        "  "  86 

2.79       ';  '•  75 

2.27        "  "  76 

2.34       "  '  51 

The  highest  mean  temperature  for  one  week  was  the  second 
week  of  July  being  82  degrees,  the  lowest  was  the  first  week  in 
January,  being  26  degrees. 

The  sanitation  of  the  county  has  not  improved  during  the 
year,  owing,  according  to  my  judgment,  to  the  general  neglect 
of  surface  drainage,  and  che  total  neglect  of  sub-soil  drainage, 
as  well  as  the  indifferent  carelessness  as  to  drinking  and  porta- 
ble water.  This  applies  both  to  sipe  wells  and  artesian  wells. 
The  city  of  Columbus  is  supplied  with  water  works,  the  source 
of  the  water  being  an  Artesian  well,  no  care  being  taken  to  ex- 
clude surface  drainage,  or  the  collection  of  sedimental  deposits 
from  the  pumping  place  or  resevior,  consequently  the  water 
furnished  is  often  offensive  in  odor,  from  the  sediments 
pumped  into  the  City  Resevoir. 


Nov. 
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1886 
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1S87 
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1887 

Mar. 

1887 

Apr. 

1887 

May 

1887 
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1887 
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1887 

Aug. 

1887 

Sept. 

1887 
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MISSISSIPPI  STATE  BOARD  OF  HEALTH,  77 

I  beg  to  renew  the  suggestions  of  former  reports  as  to  coun- 
ter prescribing  by  druggists  and  merchants  as  a  prominent  fac- 
tor in  a  large  per  centage  of  fatal  diseases,  as  well  as  inciting 
chronic,  diseases  which  sometimes  leads  to  pauperism. 


MARSHALL  COUNTY. 

REPORT   OF  DR.   CHESLEY   DANIEL.     CHIEF  HEALTH  OFFICER. 


I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  : 

The  number  of  inhabitants  of  Marshall  county  at  this  date 
is  about  twenty-eight  thousand. 

For  want  of  statistics  it  would  be  impossible  to  estimate  the 
number  of  deaths  that  have  occurred  during  the  past  year.  It 
is  reasonable  to  suppose  from  all  the  knowledge  that  can  be 
acquired,  that  the  amount  of  sickness  during  the  year  has  been 
less  than  in  previous  years.  What  the  amount  of  this  diminir 
tion  has  been  can  not  be  accurately  estimated.  Judging  from 
the  general  healthfulness  during  the  year  I  would  say  that  the 
rate  of  deaths  to  the  inhabitants  has  been  less  than  the  average, 
how  much  less  cannot  be  ascertained  at  this  time.  Dysentery 
was  more  than  usually  prevalent  in  the  southern  portion  of  the 
county  during  the  past  summer  and  early  fall.  The  supposed 
cause  of  this  unusual  prevalence  was  malaria,  as  the  dysentery 
usually  accompanied  some  form  of  malarial  fever.  Malarial 
diseases  and  acute  pulmonary  troubles  were  less  than  usually 
prevalent  during  the  year.  This  lessened  prevalence  was  clue 
probably  to  the  mildness  of  the  winter  and  the  dryness  of  the 
summer. 

There  was  more  than  the  usual  mortality  from  the  dysentery 
mentioned  above,  due  perhaps,  to  its  unusual  malignancy  and 
its  complication  with  malarial  poisoning. 

I  cannot  say  that  the  rate  of  mortality  from  any  cause  or 
disease  was  less  than  usual.  The  latter  part  of  August  and  1st 
of  September  was  the  time  at  which  the  dysentery  alluded  to 
above  was  most  prevalent. 

No  unusual  disease  occured  in  the  county  during  the  year. 
No  yellow  fever,  small  pox,  cholera,  scarlet  fever,  cerebro- 
spinal meningitis  nor  diphtheria  occurred  within  my  knowl- 
edge. The  number  of  cases  and  months  of  occurrence  of  ty- 
phoid fever,  whooping-cough  and  measles  cannot  be  ascertained. 

Attendance  on  the  public  schools  has  most  probably  been 
the  cause  of  the  spread  of  measles  and  whooping-cough. 

No  diseases  of  animals  have  been  brought  to  my  notice. 

The  past  winter  was  mild,  and  both  winter  and  spring  were 
accompanied  with  only  a  moderate  rainfall.  The  summer  was 
very  warm,    and  both  summer  and  fall  unusually  drj\ 
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No  accidents  from  kerosene  oil,  petroleum,  gasoline  or  other 
product  of  petroleum  have  been  brought  to  my  notice. 

The  slaughter  houses,  market  houses  and  butcher-stalls  as 
far  as  I  have  been  able  t®  examine,  are  kept  in  a  clean  and 
sanitary  condition.  Water  for  drinking  and  culinary  purposes 
is  obtained  from  cisterns,  wells  and  springs,  and  is  generals- 
pure.  No  prevalence  of  disease  has  been  caused  from  the  use 
of  water  from  any  special  source.  No  disease  has  been  con- 
tracted from  animals,  nor  from  the  use  of   impure  milk. 

The  only  public  hall  of  importance  in  the  county  is  the  Ma- 
sonic Hall,  at  Holly  Springs,  which  is  well  ventilated  and  pro- 
vided with  fire  escapes. 

The  school  houses  in  the  county  are  generally  in  a  deplorably 
unsanitary  condition.  With  i'ew  exceptions  they  are  badly 
constructed,  open,  and  consquently  poorly  heated,  having,  in 
man}'  instances,  defective  stoves  and  h*re  places. 

The  county  Superintendent  of  Education  informs  me  that 
many  of  them  are  a  disgrace  to  a  civilized  people. 

The  county  jail  is  well  ventilated  and  heated,  and  is  in  a  good 
sanitary  condition.  The  number  of  prisoners  during  the  year 
has  been  about  sixty.  But  two  cases  of  sickness  of  importance 
have  occurred  among  the  prisoners  during  the  year;  one  of 
consumption  and  one  of  accute  mania.  The  former  of  these 
was  removed  from  the  jail  before  death,  and  the  latter  died  in 
jail — these  being  the  only  doaths  that  occurred. 

The  poor  house  is  in  a  fairly  sanitary  condition.  The  dis- 
posal of  some  of  the  old  matresses  and  bedsteads  and  their  re- 
placement by  new  ones  might  very  properly  be  done  on  account 
of  vermin.  There  have  been  about  twenty  inmates  during  the 
year.  No  record  has  been  kept  of  the  number  of  cases  of  sick- 
ness and  their  diseases,  though  sickness  has  prevailed  to  but  a 
limited  extent  among  the  inmates.  Four  deaths  have  occurred 
during  the  year — one  from  old  age,  two  from  consumption,  and 
one  from  "chronic  d3'sentery  and  womb  disease." 

It  would  be  impossible,  since  no  statistics  are  kept,  to  report 
the  number  of  births  and  deaths  that  have  occurred  in  the 
county  during  the  year. 


MONROE  COUNTY. 

KEPORT  OF  J.   M.    GREENE,   M.    D. ,   CHIEF    HEALTH    OFFICEK. 


During  the  year  ending  September  30,  1886,  the  general 
health  of  this  county  wa-j  excellent.  No  disease  could  be  said 
to  prevail  except  catarrhal  dysenterv,  which  was  of  a  mild 
type  and  without  serious  results.  Pneumonia  and  malarial 
fevers  were  at  a  minimum.  Measles  and  whooping-cough  ob- 
tained sparsely,  and  a  few  cases  of  typhoid  fever  were  observed. 
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Three  cases  of  diphtheria  were  reported  to  me,  but  as  they 
occurred  in  the  practice  of  another  sanitary  officer,  I  deemed  it 
unnecessary  to  inspect  them,  or  direct  subsequent  manage- 
ment.    No  case  of  malarial  heamaturia  came  to  my  knowledge. 

In  the  winter  of  1886-7,  and  spring  of  1887,  pneumonia 
was  again  at  a  minimum.  Indeed,  no  disease  had  general 
prevalence  except  catarrhal  conditions,  some  of  which  strongly 
bore  the  aspect  of  influenzi,  and  in  some  rare  instances,  result- 
ed fatally. 

With  the  advancing  year,  morbific  influences  increased  in 
number  and  force,  and  by  midsummer,  the  per  cent  of  sick- 
ness and  mortality  was  beyond  any  rate  known  in  the  county 
since  1878.  For  several  months  dysentery  held  the  lead  in 
prevalence  and  severity,  and,  in  some  places,  was  quite  fatal. 
It  obtained  so  generally,  and  under  local  conditions  so  diverse, 
as  to  justify  the  opinion  that  the  principal  factors  in  its  etiolo- 
gy were  meteorological.  It  was  supplemented  by  cholera  mor- 
bus and  choleraic  diarrhoea. 

Whooping  cough  continued  to  hold  some  sway,  and  measles 
put  in  an  occasional  appearance. 

Typhoid  fever  presented  us  with  more  cases  than  at  anv 
time  for  thirty  years.  It  is  computed  that  about  fifteen  cases 
occurred  in  the  county. 

The  first  ( ase  known  to  the  writer  was  in  a  railroad  official 
brought  from  a  neighboring  construction  camp,  and  treated 
in  the  principal  hotel  of  Aberdeen.  Soon  after,  another  case 
in  the  person  of  a  commercial  traveler  arrived,  and  was  treated 
at  the  same  hotel.  This  house  was  well  filled  with  resident 
family  boarders  and  other  inmates  ;  but  with  antisepticised 
bedpans,  proper  disposal  of  excretions,  and  other  like  precau- 
tions; no  cases  occurred  among  the  hotel  inmates  or  those  who 
visited  and  nursed  the  sick.  A  third  case  from  abroad,  in 
another  commercial  traveler  was  treated  here  in  a  private  resi- 
dence, in  which  there  soon  appeared  another  mild  but  typical 
attack. 

Some  other  case?  have  occurred  in  the  city  and  count}',  but 
in  localities  so  varied,  and  under  conditions  so  diverse,  as  to 
make  it  impracticable  to  trace  a  genesis. 

Typical  expressions  of  intermittent  and  remittent  fever  have 
been  comparatively  infrequent,  but  a  form  of  continued  fever 
has  prevailed  extensively,  and  in  still  in  active  force. 

It  is  characterized  by  a  febrile  temperature  of  moderate  de- 
gree, (average  maximum  103,)  without  regular  diurnal  varia- 
tions, apparently  self  limiting,  (refusing  any  response  to  any 
antiperiodics.)  continuing  from  14  to  21  days,  and  presenting 
no  discernible  special  pathology.  I  have  always  classified  it 
as  the  "Febi  is  Continua  Communis"  of  the  old  writers,  and 
have  not  known  a  fatal  termination  of  it. 
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As  a  moral  and  material  support  to  the  Health  Officer  in 
sanitary  efforts,  I  at  last  prevailed  upon  the  city  government 
ot  Aberdeen,  in  July,  to  organize  a  local  Board  of  Health, 
composed  of  the  Chief  Health  Officer,  the  several  physicians 
of  I  lie  city,  two  members  of  the  Board  of  Selectmen,  two 
members  of  the  Board  of  Trade  and  two  men  from  the  citizens 
at  large;  and  to  provide  for  a  sanitarv  policeman,  to  serve 
under  direction  of  the  Chief  Health  Officer.  Under  this  sys- 
tem much  salutary  work  was  accomplished,  but  the  measures 
although  repeatedly  applied  for  before,  were  accorded  too  late 
in  the  season  for  full  practical  result^.  And  already  the  city 
government,  in  an  unwise  zeal  for  economy,  has  withdrawn  the 
service  of  the  sanitary  policeman. 

The  poor-house,  prison  and  public  schools  have  received  due 
attention. 

Effort  is  still  being  made  to  obtain  an  office  of  the  meteorolo- 
gical bureau  at  this  place,  with  now  a  good  prospect  of  success. 

With  this  intelligently  and  correctly  administered,  the  Chief 
Health  Officer  might  be  enabled  to  contribute  something  to- 
ward the  laudable  cause  of  the  "Collective  Investigation  of 
Disease." 


OKTIBBEHA  COUNTY. 

REPORT  OF  DR.   W.  N.  AMES.  CHE1F  HEALTH  OFFICER. 


The  population  of  Oktibbeha  county  is  about  18.000.  White 
6,000.  Black  12  000.  Number  of  deaths  about  30.  The  gen- 
eral health  has  not  been  as  good  as  usual.  We  have  been  free 
of  epidemics  during  the  last  year,  save  Measles  in  January, 
and  Whooping  cough  is  all  over  the  county. 

Malarial  diseases  have  been  the  most  extensive  and  of  a  more 
serious  type  than  any  other  disease  of  endemic  character.  The 
town  of  Starkville  has  been  healthier  than  usual. 

Dr.  James  Edwards  of  Sturges,  (Sturges  is  a  depot  west  of 
this  place  on  the  Illinois  Central  Railroad.)  reports  31  deaths 
from  all  causes,  that  occurred  i.i  the  practice  of  several  pbysi 
cians  in  the  neighborhood.  Their  practice,  however,  was  not 
confined  to  Oktibbeha  county,  but  embraced  a  portion  of  Choc- 
taw and  Webster  counties.  He  thinks  that  about  one-half 
were  in  this  county.  He  attributes  the  increased  number  of 
cases  and  more  than  oidinary  malignancy  in  Sturges  and  vicin- 
ity to  the  fact  that  a  large  pond  of  water  near  town  was  drained 
during  the  hot  months  of  summer. 

Dr.  Edwards  also  reports  that  malarial  fevers  were  more  per- 
valent  during  the  months  of  August  and  September. and  that  the 
type  was  po  called  Ty pho-malarial  fever  and  that  congestive 
malarial  fever  was  principally  confined  to  young  children.  The 
children  lint  died  had  convulsions. 
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Dr,  Bevel  is  located  in  the  southern  part  of  this  county,  and 
his  practice  carries  him  across  JNoxubee  river  into  Winston 
county.  He  reports  that  he  treated  three  cases  of  Malarial 
Hematuria  successfully,  and  that  he  met  with  an  increased 
number  of  Typho-malarial  fever,  compared  with  last  year. 

The  mortality  this  year  has  been  almost  confined  to  children 
with  malarial  fever,  and  whooping  cough,  complicated  with 
capillary  bronchitis.  More  negro  children  have  died  from 
whooping  cough  than  white  children,  owing  to  neglect  and 
want  of  medical  attention.  It  is  impossible  for  me  to  make  out 
anything  like  a  reliable  mdVtuaiy  report.  The  whole  business 
is  guess  work  with  me  in  this  report,  and  I  can  only  gather  an 
outline  as  to  the  prevalence  of  different  diseases  and  number  of 
deaths.  I  propose  however  to  get  facts  and  present  them  in  a 
better  shape  next  report. 

Dr.  Edwards  reports  one  case  of  Cerebro-Meniugitis, 
(spinal)  and  two  deaths  from  Puerperal   septicemia. 

Whooping-cough  is  at  this  time  an  epidemic  at  all  points  in 
the  county.  This  disease  has  been  marked  by  the  mildness  of 
its  character,  owing  principally,  I  presume,  to  a  dry  autumn 
and  fine  weather  for  the  past  few  months.  However  there  has 
been  several  deaths.  Six  in  number,  all  confined  to  the  negro 
population  and  all  children.  The  cause,  immediate  cause,  was 
capillary  Bronchitis  as  an  intercurrent  complication. 

There  were  30  cases  of  Measles  at  the  A.  &  M.  College  dur- 
ing the  month  of  January  last,  with  no  deaths.  Some  of  the 
students  introduced  the  disease  after  returning  from  a  visit  home 
during  the  Christmas  holidays. 

Measles  was  scattered  through  the  county  from  this  point, 
until  there  were  perhaps  one  hundred  cases  in  the  neighbor- 
hood. 

Have  no  way  of  ascertaining  the  number  of  deaths  from  this 
disease.     As  far  as  I  know,  there  were  none. 

To  give  an  idea  of  the  topograph)  of  Oktibbeha  county  I  wiil 
state  that  about  on  third  of  the  county  is  Prairie,  the  eastern 
third  north  and  south,  and  the  remaining  portion  of  the  county 
is  undulating,  with  the  exception  of  some  flat  woods  that  ex- 
tends from  the  centre  towards  the  south. 

In  the  Black  Hammock  and  Prairie  lane  s  drinking  water  is 
obtained  from  cisterns  containing  rain  water,  which  is  very 
pure.  The  population  of  the  western  part  of  the  count}'  have 
wells  and  spiings  of  running  water. 

The  best  farming  lands  are  on  creek  bottoms,  and  the  far- 
mers have  malarial  diseases  every  summer  and  fall,  more  or 
less.  From  some  cause  unknown  to  me  the  people  of  this  por- 
tion of  the  county  have  had  more  sickness  this  year  than  usual, 
and  with  greater  fatality. 

There  were  five  deaths  from  Phthisis  Pulmonalis  in  the 
county,  all  white.  There  were  probably  more  deaths  from  this 
disease  among  the  negroes,  as  consumption  is  more  common  in 
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this  race  of  people.  It  is  impossible  to  gather  such  informa- 
tion from  the  colored  people,  because  many  die  who  have  had 
no  medical  attention. 

I  have  examined  the  Jail  and  find  that  each  cell  is  ventilated 
by  a  window,  and  have  no  means  of  making  prisoners  comfor- 
table in  winter,  as  there  are  no  provisions  made  for  heating  the 
rooms. 

The  reason  for  not  having  stoves  is  the  fear  of  fire,  as  the 
Jail  is  built  of  wood,  and  very  insecure. 

I  have  examined  the  different  public  schools  and  found  no 
complaint  to  make  against  any  of  them  with  reference  to  venti- 
lation. Neither  in  the  sleeping  apartments  nor  recitation 
rooms.  Besides  the  A.  &  M.  College,  we  have  two  other 
schools,  one  a  large  Female  College,  and  the  other  a  mixed 
school. 

We  have  a  public  Hall  in  Starkville  that  I  consider  insuffi- 
ciently ventilated,  and  badly  constructed  in  other  respects, 
particularly  as  to  escape  in  case  of  fire,  as  there  is  but  one  door 
and  its  'oo  narrow. 

No  epidemic  diseases  among  cattle. 


RANKIN  COUNTY. 

REPORT    OF    DR,    W.    H.    WHITE,   CHIEF  HEALTH  OFFICER. 

I  hand  you  herewith  my  report  as  Chief  Health  Officer  of 
Rankin  county,  and  no  one  can  regret  more  than  I  its  incom- 
plete, indefinite  character,  made  so  by  the  lack  of  means  for 
gathering  data  of  a  reliable  nature. 

Many  points  upon  which  it  is  contemplated  that  reports 
would  be  made,  as  reasonably  inferred  from  the  tenor  of  the 
questions  propounded  in  your  circular  letter,  embrace  matters 
not  knowable  except  in  those  sections  where  the  careful  and 
accurate  registration  of  vital  and  mortuary  statistics  is  made 
compulsory. 

Upon  all  points  where  data  are  obtainable  I  have  taken  care 
to  be  precise,  but  in  others  any  opinion  will  savor  strongly  of 
guess  work. 

The  population  of  the  county  is  believed  to  be  about  15,000; 
7,000  whites  and  8,000  blacks.  The  death  rate  is  usually  quite 
low,  and  the  past  year  has  not  been  especially  exceptional. 
Dysentery  (epidemic)  and  hemorrhagic  malarial  fevers  were 
mora  prevalent  than  usual,  though  as  they  were  confined  to  cir- 
cumscribed limits,  I  do  not  regard  the  death  rate  (annexed) 
materially  increased  thereby,  Dysentery  prevailed  chiefly  in 
the  months  of  May,  June  and  July,  and  malarial  fevers  in  Sep- 
tember and  October. 
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During  the  Spring  months,  and  again  since  the  beginning  of 
autumn,  cutaneous  diseases  have  prevailed.  There  was  through- 
out the  country  a  number  ot  cases  of  scabies  and  several  other 
forms  of  skin  disease  highly  contagious,  that  I  confess  my  in- 
ability to  classify- 
No  cases  of  yellow  fever,  small  pox,  cholera,  scarlet  fever, 
nor  any  other  contagious  or  epidemic  diseases  occnred  during 
the  year,  except  as  already  mentioned. 

Sporadic  cases  of  typhoid  fever,  measles,  whooping  cough, 
and  diphtheria  have  occurred.  I  have  ascertained  that  the  lat- 
ter disease  prevailed  rather  frequently  in  the  southern  portion 
of  the  county,  during  the  year,  but  did  not  assume  the  propor- 
tions of  an   epidemic. 

The  public  schools  have  not  been  the  medium  for  the  spread 
of  any  disease  so  far  as  I  am  informed  except  the  cutaneous 
diseases  named  above.  A  few  cases  of  charbon  occured  among 
horses  during  the  summer  in  the  most  western  part  of  the 
county,  bordering  on  the  swamps  of  Pelahatchie  Creek  and 
Pearl  River,  but  was  mild  in  its  manifestations  and  yielded 
readily  to  treatment.  This  is  the  third  year  of  its  occurence  in 
the  same  region. 

The  year  has  been  unusually  dry  one,  and  though  no  record 
has  been  kept,  I  am  sure  the  rainfall  is  far  below  the  mean. 

There  has  been  no  accident  resulting  from  the  use  of  any  of 
the  products  of  petroleum,  so  far  as  I  know. 

The  drinking  water  throughout  the  count}'  is  procured  from 
cisterns,  wells  and  springs  and  is  I  think  of  average  purity,  or 
perhaps  above. 

The  school  houses  all  over  the  county  are  badly  constructed, 
poorly  ventilated  and  poorly  heated,  and  upon  this  point  some 
emphasis  ought  to  be  laid  and  some  means  adopted  to  enforce 
attention  to  and  remedy  of  these  defects.  Many  of  the  afflic- 
tions of  school  children  are,  in  my  judgment  directU' traceable 
to  these  causes. 

The  imperfect  lighting  of  these  houses  is  also  a  serious  de- 
fect. I  have  from  time  to  time  examined  the  county  jail  and 
have  noted  that  it  is  well  kept,  and  I  suppose  it  is  as  well  heated 
and  ventilated  as  may  be  consistent  with  the  safe  keeping  of 
the  inmates.  But  I  confess  I  saw  a  prisoner  in  one  ot  the 
cages  recentl}'  suffering  with  ague,  and  as  he  could  not  be  in  a 
room  where  there  was  a  fire,  I  thought  how  detective,  not  to 
say,  heartless,  the  approved  mode  of  jail  building  is. 

About  fifty  prisoners  have  been  confined  in  jail  and  no  case  of 
sickness  requiring  the  attention  of  a  physician  has  occurred, 
except  one  of  intermittent  fever.     No  deaths. 

TIip  sanitary  condition  of  the  poor  house  is  fair  but  not  per- 
fect. It  is  greatly  improved  however  since  two  years  ago  when 
its  condition  was  disgraceful  owing  to  the  penurious  as  well  as 
careless  methods  in- vogue  by  the  Board  of  Supervisors,  The 
number  of  inmates  is  from  twenty  to  twenty-two.     It  varies. 
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The  class  of  persons  sent  there  embrace  usually  aged  negroes 
— few  whites  go.  The  diseases  are  usually  chronic,  such  as 
ulcers,  rheumatism,  scrofula,  consumption,  etc.  The  death  rate 
is  high,  though  up  to  date  no  record  is  kept. 

To  make  an}*  estimate  of  vital  statistics  for  the  county  or  at 
least  to  attempt  accuracy  as  to  details  as  contemplated  by  the 
question  relating  to  age,  color,  nativity,  etc.,  without  data  or 
means  of  acquiring  them  would  be  to  invoke  the  domain  of 
guess  work  and  therefore  be  valueless. 

I  hope  the  State  Board  will  use  every  means  to  induce  the 
next  Legislature  to  enact  laws,  with  ample  penalty  attached,  to 
enforce  the  registration  of  vital  and  mortuary  statistics.  There 
are  other  recommendations  I  would  like  to  make  but  for  fear  of 
trespassing  I  forbear. 


SHARKEY  COUNTY. 

REPORT    OF  DR.   W.   R.    HARPER,    CHIEF  HEALTH    OFFICER. 


Sharkey  county  contains  about  eight  thousand  inhabitants, 
one-fourth  white  and  three-fourths  colored. 

The  cultivated  and  cleared  lands  lie  along  the  different 
streams  of  the  county  from  which  there's  a  gradual  slope  back 
to  the  swamps  which  covers  about  two-thirds  of  the  entire  lands. 
These  are  under  water  about  four  months  in  the  year.  From 
the  natural  position  and  condition  of  the  county  it  is  subject 
to  all  forms  of  malarial  fevers.  The  present  3-ear  has  been  an 
unusually  healthy  ODe  on  account  of  the  long  continued  dry 
weather.  The  deaths  from  all  causes  have  been  less  than  pre- 
vious years.  No  contagious  or  infectious  diseases  have  visited 
the  county  during  the  year  except  a  few  cases  of  whooping- 
cough  with  two  deaths.  At  present  there  is  no  system  of  re- 
porting deaths,  births,  etc.,  and  no  estimate  can  be  made  of 
them.  The  number  of  illegitimate  children  are  about  S  per 
cent  of  all  children  born  in  the  county. 

The  county  jail  is  in  fine  sanitary  condition.  The  number 
of  prsoners  confined  duiing  1 887  are  about  54,  with  no  cases 
of  sickness,  and  no  deaths.  The  other  public  buildings,  viz  : 
County  otiice  building  and  Courthouse  are  in  good  condition. 
The  school  houses  are  inferior  in  every  respect  from  a  sanitary 
stand  point.     The  slaughter  houses  are  kept  clean  and  neat. 

Deer  Creek  lias  a  collection  of  moss  within  the  stream  which 
render  the  people  living  in  the  immediate  vicinity  subject  to  fre- 
quent attack  of  malarial  fevers.  Typhoid  fever  is  almost  un- 
known. Pneumonia  and  malarial  hematuria  are  the  diseases 
most  fatal  in  this  portion  of  the  "Delta."  There  is  no  way  in 
which  to  improve  the  country  in  regard  to  health,  except  by  a 
systematic  drainage. 
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The  water  for  cooking  and  drinking  purposes  is  obtained 
mostly  from  wells.  Under  the  Permanganate  of  Potassium  test 
the  water  is  found  to  contain  a  great  deal  of  organic  matter. 
This  renders  the  people  liable  to  accute  attacks  of  dysentery. 
There  has  been  no  grave  attacks  since  1884. 

The  health  of  the  country  is  nearly  wholly  dependent  on  the 
amount  of  rain  during  the  summer  months.  A  wet  season  is 
always  accompanied  by  the  most  malignant  types  of  intermit- 
tent  and  remittent  fever. 

No  contagious  diseases  has  been  among  the  animals  this 
year. 

The  count}'  needs  a  system  whereby  the  physicians  of  the 
count}'  can  co-operate  with  the  Health  Officer,  and  keep  a 
correct  account  or  record  of  the  diseases,  births  and  deaths. 


SCOTT  COUNTY. 

REPORT  OF  DR.    H.   II.   HARALSON,    CHIEF    HEALTH  OFFICER. 


I  respectfully  submit  the  following  report  as  Health  Officer  of 
Scott  county. 

I  estimate  the  number  of  inhabitants  of  Scott  county  to  be 
about  ten  thousand.  No  reliable  estimute  can  be  made  con- 
cerning the  number  of  deaths. 

The  amount  of  sickness  during  the  year,  perhaps,  less  than 
the  average  during  previous  years.  The  rates  of  deaths  to  the 
inhabitants  was,  I  think,  also  less,  but  about  the  same  as  last 
year,  as  to  amount  of  sickness. 

Malarial  fevers  have  been  less  frequent  during  the  year,  ex« 
cept  perhaps,  the  continued  remittent.  I  attibute  the  lessened 
prevalence  to  the  dry  summer  and  autumn. 

We  have  had  none  of  the  nine  diseases  mentioned  in  No,  16, 
except  cerebro  spinal  meningitis,  and  it  prevailed  endemically 
only.     The  cases  occurred  in  August  and  September. 

The  attendance  upon  the  public  schools  has  spread  none  of 
the  diseases  mentioned  in  No.  16. 

No  particular  disease  has  prevailed  extensively  among  any 
of  the  animals  of  the  county  during  the  year. 

As  to  the  meteorological  condition,  I  can  report  nothing  spe- 
cific, but  think  an  unusually  small  amount  of  rainfall  during 
the  months  of  July,  August,  September,  October  and  Novem- 
ber, to  which  as  before  stated,  is  attributable  the  lessened 
amount  of  malarial  manifestations. 

No  accidents  from  use  of  kerosene,  petroleum,  gasoline,  nor 
other  products  of  petroleum. 

No  slaughter  or  market  houses  in  the  county. 
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Water  for  drinking  and  culinary  purposes  is  obtained  from 
cisterns,  wells  and  springs,  supposed  to  be  pure,  as  no  special 
prevalence  of  any  disease  has  been  noticed  in  connection  with 
the  use  of  water  from  any  special  source. 

I  know  of  no  instance  where  disease  has  been  contracted 
from  animals  or  impure  milk. 

No  theatres  or  public  halls  in  the  county. 

The  school  houses  in  the  county,  with  very  few  exceptions, 
are  in  a  decidedly  unsanitary  condition.  They  are  well, 
though  not  properly,  ventilated,  poorly  heated  and  lighted.  I 
think  that  every  public  school  house  in  ever}'  county  in  the 
State  should  be  built  according  to  specifications  from  State 
Board  of  Health,  with  funds  from  public  treasury.  This  mat- 
ter should,  I  think,  be  presented  and  pressed  for  action  upon 
the  next  Legislature.  I  can  speak  more  positively  concerning 
the  school  houses  of  my  own  county,  and  unhesitatingly  pro- 
nounce them  both  unhygienic  and  uncivilizing  in  their  con- 
struction. 

I  have  examined  thoroughly  my  county  jail,  and  find  it  in 
very  good  sanitary  condition.  It  is  very  well  ventilated  and 
heated.  The  total  number  of  prisoners  confined  during  the 
year  is  34.     Has  been  very  little  sickness.     No  deaths. 

Our  paupers  are  managed  badly.  We  have  no  poor  house. 
They  are  let  annually  to  the  lowest  bidder.  I  have  been  urging 
upon  our  County  Board  of  Supervisors  the  necessity  and  hu. 
inanity  of  having  a  well  kept  poor  house.  They  seem  to  be 
afraid  of  incuring  the  displeasure  of  their  constituents.  The 
sanitary  condition  of  our  paupers  at  present  is  bad. 

As  to  the  births  and  deaths  of  the  connty  I  fan  give  no 
reliable  information,  and  in  this  connection  would  suggest  that 
each  Health  Officer  of  every  county  be  provided  with  blanks; 
these  blanks  to  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  every  licensed  physi- 
cian, and  they  be  required  to  keep  a  correct  record  of  deaths, 
cause  of  death,  age,  sex,  color,  occupation  and  place  of  nativi- 
ty and  births,  giving  name,  sex,  and  color  of  child.  Without 
some  system  of  this  kind,  it  is  impossible  to  obtain  data  upon 
which  to  base  a  reliable  report.  I  think  there  should  be  a 
Health  Officer  in  every  county.  The  people  do  not  appreciate 
the  importance  of  sanitary  laws,  and  when  it  is  left  to  them,  it 
is  frequently  neglected.  The  Legislature  should  also  fix  a 
mininmum  and  maximum  salary  for  the  Health  Officer.  I  speak 
of  this  matter  because  experience  and  observation  makes  me 
know  that  the  members  of  the  Board  of  Supervisors  are  afraid 
in  many  instances  to  do  what  they  honestly  conceive  to  be  their 
duty. 

I  will  cheerfull  render  every  assistance  in  my  power  to  in- 
crease the  power  and  usefulness  of  the  State  Hoard  ol  Health, 
and  of  the  sanitary  laws  of  the  State. 
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TISHIMINGO  COUNTY. 

REPORT  OF  DR.  W.    A.     HODGES,      CHIEF  HEALTH  OFFICER. 


Ill  submitting  this,  my  annual  report,  for  the  year  ending 
September  30th,  I  tear  that  I  shall  fail  in  giving  information 
of  value  on  many  of  the  subjects  in  your  circular  letter.  There 
are  many  points  upon  which  information  is  desired,  that  cannot, 
bv  any  possible  means  at  my  command,  be  satisfactorily  an- 
swered- and  I  shall  embrace  only  such  as  I  can  approximate  a 
correct  answer. 

I  estimate  that  there  has  been  a  slight  increase  of  population 
in  the  county  over  the  census  of  18S0,  of  how  much  I  am  una- 
ble to  accurately  say. 

As  to  the  number  of  deaths,  I  have  to  state  it  is  impossible 
to  arrive  at  a  correct  estimate,  there  having  beeji  no  record 
kept  by  any  person  in  the  county,  (so  far  as  my  knowledge  ex- 
tends,) excepting  one  or  two  physicians.  I  will  state,  however, 
simply  as  my  opinion,  that  the  deaths  from  all  causes  com- 
bined did  not  exceed  the  average  for  the  preceding  five  years. 
The  amount  of  sickness  in  the  county,  so  far  as  I  have  been 
able  to  ascertain,  was  about  as  the  average  for  the  period  of 
time  above  mentioned.  The  latter  months  of  1886  were  marked 
by  no  sickness  worthy  of  note.  January,  Feburary  and  March 
contributed  their  usual  quota  of  diseases  common  to  these 
months. 

The  latter  days  of  March,  and  the  month  of  April  found  sev- 
eral localities  in  the  county  in  the  midst  of  an  epidemic  of 
measeles.  Though  of  a  violent  form,  no  deaths  were  re- 
ported; but  in  one  or  two  communities,  I  now  call  to  mind, 
farming  operations  were  considerably  delayed  on  account  of  it. 
Throughout  the  summer  months  our  people  were  exempt  from 
sickness,  except  in  localities  suited  to  the  development  of  the 
malarial  Cochexia. 

But  this  statement  goes  too  far.  About  August  15th  a  case 
of  typhoid  fever  was  reported  to  me  by  the  physician  in  atten- 
dance. Upon  inquiry  I  ascertained  that  the  patient  had  come 
into  the  county  only  a  few  da3rs  previously  from  Florence,  Ala., 
and  had  been  sick  several  days,  and  attended  by  a  physician 
before  coming.  After  a  lingering  illness  of  six  or  eight  weeks, 
the  patient  recovered.  The  locality  being  a  high,  dry  one,  and 
in  a  sparsely  settled  community,  I  did  not,  anticipate  any 
trouble  from  a  spread  of  the  disease.  In  this  I  was  mistaken. 
But  one  of  the  immediate  family — a  girl  of  fourteen  years,  was 
attacked,  and  she  had  quite  a  mild  case,  both  as  to  severity 
and  length;  but  a  neighbor,  who  assisted  in  nursing  the  patient 
had  a  hybrid  fever,  which  for  want  of  a  better  name  I  will  call 
typho-malarial.  In  the  course  of  twelve  days  three  other  cases 
followed  in  the  same   faimly.     This   family  resided  within  half 
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a  mile  of  the  corporate  limits  of  Iuka,  aud  our  physicians  were 
soon  called  upon  to  treat  quite  a  number  of  patients  with  these 
fevers  in  town.  The  first  cases  were  of  a  somewhat  doubtful 
nature,  but  were  followed  by  others  of  a  more  pronounced  type, 
showing  clearly  their  position  in  the  catalogue  of  fevers.  All 
were  of  an  adynamic  type.  There  have  been  up  to  this  writing 
about  twenty  cases  in  Iuka  and  its  immediate  vicinity;  but 
properly  a  majority  of  these  should  not  be  embraced  in  this  re- 
port, as  they  occupied  October,  November  and  a  part  of  Decem- 
ber, these  being  at  present,  (December  13th.)  two  cases  in  town. 
Of  this  number  only  three  have  died.  Only  a  few  isolated  cases 
of  like  character  to  the  above  have  been  reported  to  me  trom 
other  portions  of  the  county. 

Quite  a  number  of  our  citizens  during  the  summer  and  early 
fall  months,  did  work  at  Sherffield,  Ala.,  and  on  the  line  of  the 
Sherffield  and  Birmingham  Railroad;  at  which  points,  I  am  in- 
formed, there  were  many  cases  of  typhoid  and  typho-malarial 
fevers.  A  number  of  them  came  home  sick,  and  others  were 
attacked,  a  short  time  after  arriving,  with  these  fevers;  and  I 
think  that  I  am  safe  in  asserting  that  this  has  been  the  means 
of  spreading  these  diseases,  (if  1  ma}7  so  separate  them,)  in  the 
county.  We  have  usually  been  exempt  from  fevers  of  this  na- 
ture, not  having  had  an  epidemic  of  typhoid  fever  in  the  county 
for  quite  a  number  of  years. 

I  am  glad  to  report  no  case  of  the  following  named  diseases 
as  occurring  in  the  county  during  the  year:  Yellow  fever, 
small-pox.  cholera,  scarlet  fever,  or  cerebrospinal  meningitis; 
and  I  will  add  that  there  were  very  few,  if  any,  genuine  cases 
of  diphtheria. 

The  attendance  on  the  public  schools  of  the  county  was  not 
the  means  during  the  year  of  spreading  any  contagious  or  in- 
fectious diseases.  There  were  no  epidemic  diseases  attacking 
animals. 

The  meteorological  conditions,  as  near  as  I  am  able  to  state, 
were  as  follows : 

The  fall  mouths  were  warm  and  almost  free  from  rain  ;  Decem- 
ber was  comparatively  mild,  but  January  and  February  contribu- 
ted a  full  share  of  cold  and  damp  weather,  while  March  and  April 
furnished  delightful  weather  throughout  the  greater  portion  of 
these  monhs;  May  and  June  were  comparatively  dry  and  warm; 
July  rainy  and  marked  by  high  temperature,  wLile  August  and 
September  were  hot  and  dry  throughout. 

Oue  case  of  death  from  kerosene  oil  has  come  to  my  knowledge. 
A  negro  man,  by  name,  Alexander  Toler,  was  awakened  from 
sleep  by  the  noise  from  the  explosion  of  an  ordinary  brass  lamp, 
and  in  attempting  to  carry  out  a  table  on  which  the  oil  was  burn- 
ing, in  the  excitment  of  tne  moment,  allowed  some  of  the  burn- 
ing oil  to  get  on  his  clothes,  setting  them  on  fire,  aud  before  he 
could  extinguish  the  flames,  or  get  help,  was  so  badly  burned  that 
he  died  in  a  few  hours. 
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The  town  of  Iuka,  I  am  sorry  to  say,  is  not  in  as  good  sanitary 
condition  as  I  would  like.  I  communicated  with  the  municipal 
authorities  ac  different  times,  entreated,  threatened,  and  used  every 
means  which  I  thought  advisable,  to  induce  them  to  act,  but  it 
failed  of  accomplishing  its  object.  Finally  the  epidemic  of  typhoid 
fever  stole  in  upon  us,  thereupon,  after  having  issued  some  hand 
bills,  calling  upon  all  persons  to  thoroughly  clean  and  disinfect 
their  premises,  I  went  before  the  Board  of  Mayor  and  Aldermen 
and  made  complaint  of  the  unsanitary  condition  of  the  town. 
They  seemed  to  realize  the  necessity  of  doing  something  and  im- 
mediately passed  an  order  requiring  all  persons  residing  within  the 
limits  of  the  town  to  thoroughly  clean  and  disinfect  their  premi- 
ses;  or  failing  to  comply  would,  upon  being  arrained  before  the 
mayor,  be  fined  in  a  sum  not  under  five  or  exceeding  twenty-five 
dollars.  This  order  was  generally  observed,  but  the  alleys  in'the 
rear  of  stores,  where  the  debris  and  filth  had  been  accumulating 
for  months,  (not  having  been  cleaned  since  early  summer),  were 
not  touched,  and  to  my  certain  knowledge  no  person  was  carried 
before  his  honor,  the  mayor,  by  the  city  marshal,  whose  duty  it 
was  made  to  see  after  this  matter,  for  non  compliance  with  the 
order. 

The  slaughter  pens  and  market  houses  are  kept  in  a  clean  and 
sanitary  condition.  Water  for  drinking  and  culinary  purposes  is 
obtained  almost  without  an  exception  throughout  the  county  from 
wells  and  springs,  and  is  geneerlly  pure.  I  will  say  that  I  do  not 
believe  there  is  a  better  watered  county  in  the  State  than  this — 
both  for  the  use  of  m*n  and  beast. 

The  school  houses  I  believe  are  generally  well  kept,  and  in  a 
fair  sanitary  condition  They  are  fairly  heated,  and  the  majority 
are,  I  might  say,  too  well  ventilated.  I  have  examined  the  county 
prison,  and  find  it  in  a  better  condition  as  regards  sanitation  than 
is  usual,  but  do  not  consider  the  means  for  heating  adequate  for 
extremes  of  cold  The  building  is  small  and  poorly  constructed 
as  regards  ventilation,  but  so  long  as  there  are  so  few  prisoners  in- 
carcerated within  its  walls,  as  are  now,  it  will  serve  the  purposes 
intended.  During  the  year  there  were  twenty-nine  prisoners  con- 
fined, and  out  of  this  number  there  were  only  six  cases  of  sickness; 
mostly  of  a  malarial  type,  and  none  were  of  a  very  serious  nature. 
I  will  here  state,  however,  that  one  of  this  number  was  confined 
for  safe  keeping  on  account  of  lunacy,  and,  after  several  weeks  of 
treatment,  was  so  far  restored  as  to  be  allowed  to  return  to  his 
family.  Two  others  were  confined  for  like  reasons  to  the  above. 
One,  a  son  of  the  "Emerald  Isle,"  for  only  so  long  as  he  could  be 
admitted  into  the  State  Asylum,  and  the  other  a  negro  man,  who 
for  some  reason  or  other,  is  still  retained, 

The  keeper  of  the  county  poor  house  reports  only  four  inmates, 
one  case  of  sickness  and  one  death  from  a  fit — the  subject  a  de- 
mented negro  woman. 

I  have  endeavored  in  the  foregoing  to  give  as  near  a  correct 
statement  of  facts  as  possible.     A   correct  report  of  many  things 
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of  very  great  importance  is,  as  I  stated  in  the  beginning,  beyond 
my  ability  to  collate,  and  in  consequence  this  report  may  seem 
very  meagre  on  some  points,  and  be  very  unsatisfactory,  but  I 
trust  that  ajust  conception  of  the  whole  matter  occuring  to  your 
juinds  may  absolve  me  from  censure. 
All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 


TIPPAH  COUNTY. 

REPORT    OF  W.     D.    CARTER,   M.  D.,    CHIEF     HEALTH    OFFICER. 


I  herewith  submit  to  your  honorable  body  my  report  for  1887, 
embracing  the  topics  suggested  by  you. 

The  population  of  Tippah  count}',  by  estimation,  is  fourteen 
thousand,  the  number  of  deaths  seventy,  or  five  per  thousand. 
The  amount  ofjsickness  less  than  ever  known  to  the  oldest  in- 
habitants. Death  rate  greatly  increased  by  phthisis  pulmonalis 
and  pericarditis.  Diseases  that  have  proved  the  most  fatal  are 
whooping-cough  and  dysenter}'.  Whooping-cough  made  its 
appearance  at  Ripley  last  spring  and  spread  throughout  a  large 
portion  of  county.  Fevers  of  ail  types  were  infrequent  attrib- 
utable to  the  dry  season. 

The  greatest  mortality,  as  before  stated,  was  from  phthisis 
pulmonalis  and  pericarditis  and  dysentery.  No  epidemics  ex- 
cept whooping-cough.  There  were  but  few  deaths  from  ma- 
larial fever,  ty pho.marial  or  typhoid  fevers.  Bilious  levers 
did  not  appear  until  late  in  the  season,  and  in  a  very  mild 
form.  The  rate  of  mortality  vvas  not  great  in  any  month  din- 
ing the  year. 

The  months  of  May  and  June  were  healthy  and  could  he  paid 
truthfully  that  there  were  an  immunity  from  all  diseases.  This 
county  has  been  free  of  all  diseases  of  an  unusual  character 
during  the  entire  year.  In  the  month  of  January  whooping- 
cough  appeared .  In  the  month  of  August  typhoid  fever.  No 
other  epidemic,  endemic,  contagions  or  infectious  diseases  ap- 
peared in  this  county  this  year.  There  vvas  no  yellow  fever, 
sm ill-pox,  cholera,  scarlet  fever,  measles,  cerebro-spiiial  inen- 
-eniretis  or  diphtheria. 

The  public  schools  of  this  county  have  spread  none  of  the 
diseases  above  mentioned.  No  diseases  among  animals  the 
past  year.  No  table  kept  by  me  and  cannot  state  with  accuracy 
•  the  meterorologicil  condition  of  each  month  of  year.  No  cases 
have  occurred  to  my  observation  bearing  directly  on  the  com- 
municality  of  disease.  Only  one  explosion  from  kerosene  oil- 
No  unsanitary  conditions  in  the  county  except  mill  ponds  and 
stagnant  ponds  of  water.  Slaughter  and  market  houses  kept 
in  a  sanitrry  condition.  Diinking  water  is  obtained  from  cis- 
terns and  wells.      No  disease  lias  been  noticed  this  season  from 
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the  use  of  drinking  water.  Neither  has  there  been  any  (.lis  ease 
contracted  from  animals.  We  have  only  one  public  hall  in* 
this  county  and  it  is  kept  iu  a  good  sanitary  condition;  well 
ventilated.  The  school  house?  in  this  county  with  but  few 
exceptions  are  box  houses  with  bad  light,  poorly  heated 
but  well  ventilated.  The  county  jail  is  a  brick  structure,  near* 
ly  square,  with  a  hall  running  through  the  building.  It  is 
poorly  ventilated  and  not  heated  at  all.  Total  number  of  pris- 
oners are  fifteen  ;  number  of  cases  of  sickness  two.  Number  of 
deaths  one,  cause  of  death  lynching.  Poor  house,  the  name  a 
synononym  of  want  and  misery.  I  torbear  further  comment  on 
this  institution.  The  total  number  of  inmates  during  the  ye  ar 
15.  Total  number  of  cases  of  sickness  6.  Total  number  of 
deaths  3.  I  have  not  learned  the  cause  of  their  deaths.  There 
re  two  good  Colleges  in  this  county,  both  in  good  sanitary 
aondition. 

I  would  suggest  that  the  law  relating  to  Tax  Assessors  be  so 
amended  as  to  make  it  a  part  of   his    duty    to  require  him  to- 
register  the  death  and  birth,  color,  age  and  sex  in  connection, 
with  his  other  duties. 


TUNICA  COUNTY. 

REPORT    OF    DR.    M.    J.    ALEXANDER,    CHIEF  HEALTH  OFFICES.     • 

The  number  of  inhabitants  of  Tunica  county  is  ten  thousand, 
of  which  one  third  are  white. 

The  total  number  of  deaths  cannot  be  ascertained,  as  pnysi- 
cians  have  no  means  of  keeping  a  record  except  of  those  which 
they  attend.  Among  negroes  many  deaths  take  place  without 
knowledge  of  the  physicians  even  in  the  immediate  neighbor- 
hood. I  judge  that  half  of  the  aggregate  deaths  in  our  county 
can  only  be  recorded,  and  from  that  status  I  would  place  the 
number  of  deaths  for  the  past  year  at  fifty*. 

The  amount  of  sickness,  from  all  causes,  during  the  past 
year  has  been  the  same  as  in  previous  years.  The  death  rate 
was  not  so  great,  the  difference  being  about  one-fifth.  During 
the  past  year  many  deaths  from  consumption  took  place  and  it 
is  noted,  since  the  past  five  years,  that  this  disease  has  claimed 
more  victims  every  year.  I  can  only  attribute  this  increase  of 
consumption,  especially  among  aegroes,  to  syphilis  infused 
into  the  blood  through  different  generations,  and  syphilis,  in- 
deed, is  nearly  general  amongst  that  race.  Other  diseases  were 
the  same  the  past  as  previous  years,  pneumonia  excepted,  from 
which  cause  the  death  rate  was  less.  Better  houses  were  no- 
doubt  the  cause  of  the  decrease  of  pneumonia  or  deaths  from 
that  cause.  The  months  of  September  and  October  were 
months  of  unsually  high  rates  of  mortality,  whilst  the  rate  of 
deaths  in  May  and  June,   January  and  February  were  low.     In- 
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April,  Ma}-,  June,  July  and  August  measles  were  very  preva- 
lent and  more  so  this  past  year  than  many  previous  years.  No 
case  of  yellow  fever,  small-pox,  cholera,  scarlet  fever,  typhoid 
fever,  cerebro-spinal  meningitis  and  diphtheria. 

The  attendance  on  public  schools  during  the  epidemic  of 
measles,  to  some  extent  spread  the  disease.  The  winter  months 
of  December,  1886,  January  and  February,  1887,  were  charac- 
terized by  intense  cold  and  less  rain  than  usually  at  that  season. 
March  was  a  wet  month  of  changeable  temperature.  The 
months  of  April.  May,  June,  July,  August  September  and  Oc- 
tober were  noted  for  the  want  of  rain  ;  June,  JuhT,  August  and 
September  for  their  high  temperature. 

There  were  no  accidents  from  the  use  of  kerosene  oil,  petro- 
leum, gasoline  or  other  products  of  petroleum.  There  are  no- 
factors  in  our  county  which  to  a  great  extent  affect  the  sanitary 
condition  of  Tunica  county,  which  can  be  remedied  at  present. 
Decaying  vegetable  matter  of  course  i*  an  ever-present  hot- 
bed of  disease  in  the  bottom  counties  of  our  State.  It  is 
impossible  to  furnish  a  complete  list  of  births  and  deaths  in 
our  county  as  there  are  no  means  of  keeping  a  record  of  same — 
most  births  taking  place  without  assistance  of  medical  men.  I 
suggest  that  it  be  made  compulsory  upon  the  heads  of  families 
to  report  all  births  and  deaths  that  take  place  in  their  house- 
holds to  the  respective  members  of  the  Board  of  Supervisors, 
and  they  to  the  clerk  of  the  courts. 


WARREN  COUNTY. 

REPORT  OF  DR.  J.  W.  KING,  CHIEF  HEALTH  OFFICER. 


I  herewith  submit  my  report  for  the  past  year  :  There  being 
no  registry  kept  of  births,  deaths,  or  contagious  ^diseases,  ex- 
cept in  the  city  of  Vicksburg,  and  there  only  of  deaths,  it  will 
be  impossible  to  answer  many  of  the  questions  contained  in 
your  circular  of  November  8th,  with  any  degree  of  certainty 
or  accuracy. 

The  number  of  inhabitants  credited  to  Warren  county  in  the 
census  of  1880,  is  31,242,  of  which  number  15,344  were  males, 
and  15,898  females.  The  city  of  Vicksburg  at  that  time  con- 
tained some  12,000  inhabitants.  The  popu'ation  of  Vicksburg 
is  now  estimated  to  be  in  the  neighborhood  of  18,000,  while 
that  of  the  county,  outside  of  the  city,  to  have  remained  about 
as  in  1880,  so  that  I  estimate  the  present  population  of  the 
county  to  be  37,000. 

I  can  find  no  date  on  which  to  base  an  estimate  of  the  num- 
ber of  deaths  in  the  count}',  but  believe  from  inquiries  made 
in  a  general  way,  that  the  mortality  has  been  unusually  low 
during  the  past  year. 


METEOROLOGICAL  SUMMARY. 

Vicksburg,  Mississippi,  1887. 


Signal  Office,  December  7th,  1887. 
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The  amount  of  sickness  has  been  considerabI}r  less  than  for 
a  number  of  years  previous,  and  from  inquiries  made  of  phys- 
icians, I  estimate  the  diminution  at  from  20  to  2">  per  cent. 

There  have  been  no  endemic  or  epidemic  diseases  in  the 
county  for  the  past  year,  and  no  one  disease,  or  class  of  dis- 
eases to  cause  any  unusual  mortality.  Tnere  have  been  no 
cases  of  }*ellow  fever  or  cholera. 

There  have  been  a  few  cases  of  scarlet  fever  of  a  mild  type, 
one  of  small  pox.  an  imported  case,  which  was  sent  to  the  pest 
house,  and  recovered,  a  few  of  typhoid  fever,  measles  and 
whooping  cough.  I  have  heard  of  no  cases  of  cerebro  spinal 
meningitis  or  diphtheria. 

There  are  no  cases  of  any  of  the  above  diseases  in  the  county 
now,  and  have  not  been  for  several  months.  So  far  as  1  can 
ascertain,  I  have  not  heard  of  any  instance  where  attendance 
on  the  public  schools  has  spread  any  of  the  diseases  mention- 
ed in  No.  16. 

I  know  of  no  diseases  occurring  in  animals  during  past  year, 
nor  of  any  instance  in  which  disease  has  been  contracted  from 
them,  or  from  the  use  of  impure  milk. 

There  have  been  no  peculiar  or  unnsual  meteorological  con- 
ditions during  the  past  year.  In  a  general  way  the  winter  was 
rather  dry  and  mild,  the  spring  early,  dry  in  its  first  months, 
with  along  rainy  spell  in  May;  the  summer  was  dry  and  pleas- 
ant, there  being  but  very  few  warm  days;  the  fall  has  been 
mild  and  dry,  and  to  date  the  present  winter  late  in  opening. 

Through  the  courtesy  of  Mr.  J.  W.  Byram,  Sergeant  Signal 
Corps  of  Vicksburg,  Mississippi,  I  attach  a  report  showing  the 
meteorological  condition  for  each  month  for  1887  to  December 
1st,  at  Vicksburg. 

I  know  of  no  accidents  from  use  of  kerosene  oil,  petroleum, 
gasoline,  or  other  product  of  petroleum. 

I  have  from  time  to  time  inspected  the  slaughter  houses, 
market  house  and  butcher's  stalls.  There  have  been  a  few 
complaints  of  one  or  two  of  the  slaughter  pens  during  the  hot 
months.  These  I  immediately  inspected  and  when  I  found 
them  unsanitaiy,  had  the  owners  to  clean  and  disinfect,  which 
they  generally  did  as  soon  as  notified.  The  market  house  and 
butcher's  stails  are  all  kept  in  fair  sanitary  condition.  The 
water  for  drinking  and  culinary  purposes,  as  a  rule,  is  obtained 
from  cisterns,  and  is  pure. 

We  have  a  system  of  waterworks  under  way  for  Vicksburg 
and  hope  to  have  them  in  operation  during  the  early  part  of 
next  year.  The  water  will  be  taken  from  the  Mississippi  river 
and  filtered  before  distribution,  and  will  doubtless  prove  pure 
and  wholesome. 

There  is  one  theater  and  five  or  six  public  halls  in  Vicks- 
burg. They  are  all  well  ventilated,  and  the  facilities  for  exit 
in  most  cases  ample. 

There  are  in  the  city  of  Vicksburg  three  school  houses. 
These  are  all  new,  having  been  built  during  the   past   eighteen 
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mouths,  and  are  in  good  sanitary  condition.  Two  are  for  white 
and  one  for  colored  children.  The}'  are  properly  ventilated, 
heated  and  lighted.  The  school  population  of  the  city  is,  how- 
ever, in  excess  of  the  capacity  of  the  buildings,  and  as  a  result 
the  schools  are  overcrowded. 

There  are  only  nine  school  houses  in  the  countv.  These 
were  built  some  fifteen  years  ago,,  and  are  in  need  of  repairs. 
They  are  well  ventilated,  but  in  most  instances  not  properly 
heated  and  lighted. 

There  are  seventy-six  public  schools  in  the  county  outside  of 
Vicksburg;  twenty-five  white  and  fifty-seven  colored.  "With 
the  exception  of  the  above  nine  school  houses,  they  are  as  a 
rule  held  in  churches,  which  are  unsuited  in  most  instances  for 
the  purposes  to  which  they  are  put,  being  neither  properly 
lighted,  ventilated  or  heated, 

I  have  inspected  the  county  jail  aud  find  it  kept  in  fair  sani- 
tary condition.  It  is  properly  ventilated  and  heated.  I  was 
unable  to  ascertain  the  total  number  of  prisoners  who  have 
been  confined  in  it  for  the  past  year,  the  books  of  the  jailor 
having  been  stolen  some  months  since.  There  is  no  record 
kept  of  cases  of  disease  and  deaths.  There  are  at  present 
twenty-four  inmates;  seven  of  these  are  lunatics,  and  provision 
ought  to  be  made  for  their  removal  to  one  of  the  insane  asv- 
lums.  One  of  these  lunatics  has  been  in  the  jail  some  two  and 
a-half  years,  and  the  balance  from  five  to  fifteen  months. 

I  have  inspected  the  county  poor  house  and  find  its  sanitary 
condition  fair.  There  have  been  eighteen  inmates  during  the 
past  year.  There  have  been  a  few  cases  of  sickness  ;  one  of 
paralysis,  one  of  pneumonia,  one  of  rheumatism,  and  several 
of  intermittent  and  remittent  fever.  There  have  been  six 
deaths,  one  from  pneumonia,  one  from  old  age,  and  four  from 
general  debility. 

The  only  other  public  building  I  know  of  is  the  county  court 
house  which  I  have  inspected  and  found  in  good  sanitary  con- 
dition. 

As  there  is  no  records  of  births  and  none  of  deaths  outside  of 
Vicksburg,  it  is  impossible  to  answer  questions  propounded  in 
No.  35. 


WASHINGTON   COUNTY. 

REPORT    OF    DR.    J.    S.    WALKER,    CHIEF    HEALTH    OFFICER. 


The  medical  history  of  Washington  count}',  for  the  year  end- 
ing Dec.  1st,  1887,  has  not  been  an  eventful  one.  No  epidemic 
of  an}-  kind  has  prevailed,  and  sickness  from  all  causes  has  been 
at  least  twenty  per  cent,  less  than  in  previous  years,  exclusive  of 
last  year.  No  case  of  yellow  fever,  small  pox,  cholera,  scarlet 
fever,  typhoid  fever,  cerebro-spinalmeniugitis,  or  dipthcria  has 
been  brought  to  my  notice.     The  diminished  prevalence  ot  dis- 
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ease  is  attributable  to  favorable  meteorological  conditions,  im- 
proved drainage,  aud  generally  a  better  supply  of  drinking 
water. 

The  population  of  this  county  is  estimated  to  be  about  forty- 
two  thousand  and  rapidly  increasing,  from  natural  causes  and 
immigration.  In  the  absence  of  any  ollicial  registration  of 
births  and  deaths  it  is  impossible  to  estimate,  with  any  degree 
of  accuracy,  this  percentage  of  the  whole  population. 

I  have  not  learned  of  any  instances  of  the  spread  of  disease 
consequent  upon  the  attendance  of  the  public  schools.  No  un- 
usual disease,  nor  any  of  an  epidemic  character  has  prevailed 
among  animals,  and  no  instances  of  the  communication  of  dis- 
ease from  animals  to  man,  either  directly  or  through  the  medium 
of  impure  milk  has  been  reported  to  me. 

No  serious  accident  from  the  use  of  kerosene  oil,  petroleum, 
gasoline  or  other  product  of  petroleum,  has  come  to  mv  knowl- 
edge. 

The  slaughter  houses  and  butcher  shops  are  usually  kept  in  a 
clean  and  sanitary  condition. 

The  Greenville  Opera  House,  the  only  place  of  public  amuse- 
ment in  the  city,  is  well  ventilated  and  heated,  and  the  main 
hall  is  well  provided  with  means  of  egress  in  case  of  fire,  but 
tne  gallery  is  not,  and,  in  the  event  of  such  an  accident,  with  a 
crowded  house,  would  be  a  source  of  danger.  The  school  houses 
are  reported  as  in  good  sanitary  condition,  properly  ventilated, 
heated  aad  lighted.  The  county  jail  is  in  good  sanitary  condi- 
tion, and  as  well  heated,  ventilated  and  lighted  as  its  faulty 
construction  will  permit.  Between  December  1st,  1886,  and 
December  1st,  1887,  there  were  confined  in  the  jail,  including 
lunatics  and  paupers,  four  hundred  and  fourteen  persons,  with 
an  average  detention  of  thirteen  days  each.  As  medical  service 
is  furnished  prisoners  by  contract,  no  special  record  of  cases 
has  been  kept,  but  there  has  been  very  little  sickness  among 
them,  and  only  three  deaths,  one  from  pneumonia  and  two  from 
lunacy — cause  not  otherwise  reported. 

The  following  meteorological  table,  omitting  the  barometrical 
observations,  was  compiled  from  the  records  kept  by  the  Board 
of  Levee  Commissioners,  2nd  District,  located  at  this  place; 
and,  in  part,  explains  the  healthful  influences  which  have  pre- 
vailed in  this  county  : 
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Month  and  year. 
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This  shows  the  highest  temperature  for  the  winter  months  to 
have  been  79  deg.,  lowest  9  deg.,  average  49.12  deg.  ;  rainfall 
11  inches;  clear  or  fair  days  42 ,  cloudy  days  58  ;  days  upon 
which  there  was  rain  29. 

Spring  months,  highest  temperature,  93  deg.,  lowest  37  deg., 
average67.21  deg. ;  rainfall,  7.86  inches  ;  clear  or  fair  days,  67  ; 
cloudy  days,  25  ;  days  upon  which  there  was  rain,  17. 

Summer  months,  highest  temperature,  97  deg.;  lowest,  61 
deg.;  average,  81.13  deg.!  rainfall,  12.10  inches  ;  clear  or  fair 
days,  67  ;  cloudy  days,  25  ;  days  upon  which  there  was  raiu,  29. 

Fall  months,  highest  temperature,  93  deg.,  lowest  26  deg. , 
average  63.59  deg.;  raiufall,  8.34  inches  ;  clear  or  fair  days  66; 
cloudy  days,  25;  days  upon  which  there  was  rain,  13. 

Average  temperature  for  the  year,  65.27  deg.;  total  rainfall, 
39.30  inches;  clear  or  fair  days,  241  ;  cloudy  days,  123  ;  days 
upon  which  there  was  rain,  88. 

Appreciating  the  necessity  of  a  complete  and  accurate  regis- 
tration of  vital  and  mortuary  statistics,  to  a  comprehensive 
study  of  the  diseases  of  this  State,  I  would  suggest  to  the 
Board  the  importance  of  procuring  at  the  coming  session  of  the 
Legislature  the  enactment  of  such  laws  as  will  secure  prompt 
and  complete  reports  from  all  physicians  and  other  persons 
whose  opportunities  enable  them  to  furnish  desirable  informa- 
tion en  these  matters. 


WILKINSON  COUNTY. 

REPORT    OF    DR.    E.   L.  m'GEHEE,   CHIEF  HEALTH    OFFICER. 


Seventeen  thousand    eight  hundred    and   fifteen  persons  re- 
sided in  Wilkinson  county  in  1880,    when  the  last  census  was 
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taken.  Many  have  gone,  yet  many  have  come,  so  the  num- 
ber remains  about  the  same.  Taking  our  metropolis,  Wood- 
ville,  as  a  basis  of  calculation,  which  contains  nine  hundred 
and  sixty  inhabitants,  among  whom  eight  deaths  have  oc- 
curred in  the  last  twelve  months,  we  conclude  that  there  has 
been  about  (136)  one  hundred  and  thirty-six  deaths  in  Wilkin- 
son county,  during  last  year.  About  8  to  the  1,000.  Note  the 
low  rate  of  niortalit}\ 

The  amount  of  sickness  from  all  causes  during  the  past  year 
has  been  about  one  third  less  than  average.  Probably  there 
has  been  a  like  decrease  in  death  rate.  Measles  has  been  more 
prevalent,  and  the  cause  of  more  deaths  than  usual.  A  few 
sporadic  cases  of  whooping-cough,  and  measles  have  been  en- 
dermic  for  two  years,  the  latter  more  general  and  fatal  this 
year.  The  varied  forms  of  malaria,  the  great  -  enemy  of  the 
human  family  in  this  latitude,  have  been  conspicuously  infre- 
quent this  year,  attributable  to  the  dryness  of  the  soil.  Early 
in  the  spring  the  low  lands  dried,  and  the  water  fall  has  been 
much  less  than  usual.  In  August  and  September  there  is 
usually  most  sickness,  and  a  marked  decrease  after  frost.  This 
year,  1887, is  an  exception,  lor  since  23rd  of  Oct.,  when  first  de- 
cided frost  appeared,  there  has  been  more  sickness,  most  of  the 
increase,  due  to  catarrhal  affection  from  sudden  atmosDheric 
changes.  November  gives  us  the  highest  rate  of  mortality  of 
any  month.  Typhoid  fever  has  been  frequently  met  with  by 
one  of  the  physicians,  who  has  enjoyed  a  large  practice.  Our 
personal  observation  leads  us  to  believe  it  is  a  very  rare  disease 
in  this  country.  In  eleven  years  we  have  only  met  with  four 
well  marked  cases.  Typho-malarial  fever  is  encountered  often. 
Measles  in  June,  July,  August  and  September,  has  been  en- 
dermic  in  certain  localities.  In  Woodville  now,  there  are  fifteen 
cases — some  whooping-cough,  in  different  sections  all  the  year, 
cerebro-spinal  meningitis,  two  cases,  produced  by  exposure  to 
excessive  heat  in  September,  when  for  a  few  minutes  before  a 
storm,  thermometer  registered  98°  and  99°  farenheit,  but  would 
fall  rapidly  in  a  few  hours.  There  has  been  no  Yellow  fever, 
small-pox,  cholera,  scarlet  fever,  or  diphtheria  in  Wilkinson 
county  within  past  year.  Doubtless  the  spread  of  whooping- 
cough  and  measles  has  been  favored  by  attendance  on  public 
schools. 

Acclimating  fever  among  Jersey  cattle,  distemper  among 
horses,  though  not  fatal  during  spring  and  summer.  At  this 
writing,  many  dogs  and  hogs  have  been  innoculated  with  hydro- 
phobia in  the  southern  part  of  this  country.  The  lethargy  of 
the  people  about  the  spread  of  this  disease  is  appalling,  Dr.  D. 
(J.  Dalles  conclusions  concerning  Pasteur's  preventive  innocula- 
tion  to  the  contrary,  notwithstanding;  two  oases  of  Leprosy  re- 
side in  tuis  county,  a  mother  and  son.  The  son  has  six  chil- 
dren, no  communication  by  hereditary  or  contact  as  yet  ob- 
servable.  No  deaths    in    this  county  during  the  year,  by  kero- 
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sene  oil,  but  some  conflagrations.   Importation  of  the  explosive 
cheap  coal  oil  should  be  prohibited  by  law. 

Though  Wilkinson  County  is  well  watered,  the  drainage  is 
good,  generally.  This  could  be  improved  in  some  localities. 
Many  show  an  utter  disregard  of  sanitary  laws  in  choosing  site 
for  dwellings.  Slaughter  pens,  market  houses  and  butcher 
stalls  are  kept  clean,  and  in  a  sanitary  condition.  The  chief 
source  of  our  malarial  diseases  is  the  drinking  water,  the  dis- 
tance from  the  house  and  not  purity  and  depth  of  the  vein  that 
supplies  the  spring  determines  the  source  of  the  drinking 
•water  with  many  of  our  citizens.  Prevalence  of  malarial  flux 
in  families  who  drink  from  certain  springs  was  noticeable. 
Three  public  halls  are  in  this  county,  well  ventilated,  but  not 
sufficiently  provided  with  fire  escapes.  Some  of  the  school 
houses  are  in  sanitary  condition,  others  have  not  sufficient 
ventilation,  others  too  much.  None  of  the  public  school 
houses  are  properly  heated.  Old,  dilapidated,  deserted  build- 
ings are  the  public  dispensaries,  open  four  months  in  the 
year,  where  the  government  distributes  knowledge,  redounding 
chiefly  to  the  benefit  of  the  teachers'  pockets.  Our  jail  is  kept 
clean  and  in  a  sanitary  condition,  some  parts  of  it  is  deficiently 
ventilated.  Fifty-four  prisoners  have  been  confined  this  year, 
with  little  sickness  and  no  deaths.  Sanitary  condition  of  poor- 
house  good,  and  only  four  inmates,  one  death  from  senile 
debility. 

I  regret  my  inability  to  give  a  list  of  births  and  deaths. 
The  valuable  law  requiring  vital  and  mortuary  record  has  be- 
come a  dead  letter.  The  benefit  of  it  is  apparent,  and  we 
hope  yet  to  see  it  enforced,  for  nothing  will  more  effectually 
correct  the  erroneous  impressions  concerning  the  health  of 
this  country. 


YALOBUSHA    COUNTY. 

REPORT  OF  DR.    II.   A.  GANT,    CHIEF  HEALTH  OFFICER. 

Owing  to  the  fact  that  I  have  been  absent  from  the  State 
since  the  circular  of  instructions  was  sent  out  to  County  Health 
Officers  to  guide  them  in  making  their  reports,  and  that  I  have 
not  had  time  lo  visit  different  portions  of  the  county,  to  gather 
statistics  and  other  information  since  my  return,  it  will  be  im- 
possiblp  to  cover  as  fully  and  accurately  all  the  points  sug- 
gested in  said  circular  as  I  would   like. 

The  population  of  this  county  is  estimated  to  be  about  16.000, 
nearly  equally  divided  between  whites  and  blacks,  the  number 
of  deaths  lor  the  year  at  320,  20  per  thousand. 

The  amount  of  sickness  has  been  somewhat  less  than  tor 
previous  years  and  the  rate  of  mortality  not  quite  so  great,  due 
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to  the  fact  that  the  malarial  diseases  were  of  a  milder  type — 
there  having  been  fewer  cases  than  usual  of  severe  congestive 
fevers,  Hematuria,  etc.,  and  that  we  had  no  special  diseases 
from  which  a  greater  mortality  than  usual  resulted. 

The  malarial  diseases  prevailed  principally  during  the 
months  of  July,  August,  September  and  October,  and  during 
July  and  August  Dysentery  was  prevalent  to  a  certain  extent, 
but  was  not  severe  in  type  except  in  the  western  portion  of  the 
county,  where  a  number  of  deaths  weie  reported, the  mortalit}', 
however,  not  being  in  excess  of  other  years. 

During  the  year  we  have  had  no  cases  of  Yellow  fever,  small- 
pox or  cholera. 

In  the  month  of  June  several  cases  of  fever  with  all  the 
symptoms  of  Scarlatina  occurred,  but  the  disease  was  not  ma- 
lignant, and  the  precautions  taken  to  prevent  its  spreading 
were  quite  successful. 

In  August,  there  were,  perhaps  a  half  dozen  cases  of  measles 
in  the  town  of  Water  Valley,  but  though  severe  in  type  there 
were  no  deaths,  and  the  disease  was  confined  to  one  or  two 
families,  there  were  other  cases  reported  from  different  portions 
of  the  county,  but  no  deaths. 

In  the  latter  part  of  September  there  was  a  death  in  Water 
Valley  from  diphtheria,  the  case  was  isolated  and  no  others 
developed.  The  theory  is  that  the  child  contracted  the  disease 
in  Jackson,  Tenn.,  where  it  had  recentty  been  on  a  visit,  and 
where  a  number  of  cases  of  the  disease  were  reported  at  the 
time. 

There  were  few  cases  of  typhoid  fever  uncomplicated  with 
malarial  during  the  year,  and  none  of  cerebro-spinal  meningitis 
reported.  Whooping-cough  prevailed  in  some  localities  to  a 
very  small  extent,  and  was  mild  in  type  and  easily  controlled. 
None  of  the  diseases  of  typhoid  type  could  be  traced  to  any 
special  cause  other  than  malaria. 

Attendance  on  the  public  schools  of  the  county  during  the 
past  year  has  not  been  materially  interfered  with  from  the  pre- 
valence of  any  disease,  and  has  not  caused  the  spread  of  any  of 
the  disease3  mentioned  in  question  No.  16  of  circular.  No 
disease  of  any  consequence  occurred  among  animals,  except 
two  or  three  cases  of  charbon  during  the  month  of  August. 

I  have  kept  no  record  of  the  meteorological  conditions  dur- 
ing the  year,  but  there  was  less  rain  fall  during  the  summer 
months  than  there  had  been  for  many  years,  the  county  suffer- 
ing a  prolonged  drouth,  extending  from  June  to  the  middle  of 
October,  with  the  exception  of  very  light  rains.  The  water 
supply  grew  less  and  less  until  many  of  the  wells  in  the  county 
failed  entirely. 

No  loss  of  life  from  the  use  of  kerosene  oil,  petroleum,  gaso- 
line, or  other  product  of  petroleum  is  reported,  although  a  gin 
.house  and  thirteen  bales  of  cotton  were  destroyed  from  the  use 
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of  a  coal  oil  lamp,  and  two  men  narrowly  escaped  with  their 
lives. 

No  unsanitary  conditions  to  report.  A  number  of  nuisances 
have  been  abated  during  the  year,  and  the  sanitary  condition 
of  the  county  at  present  is  good.  Slaughter  houses  and  butcher 
stalls  give  rise  to  considerable  trouble,  but  are  kept  in  generally 
good  condition. 

Water  for  drinking  and  culinary  purposes  is  obtained  mostly 
from  wells  and  is  generally  pure.  No  special  prevalence  of 
disease  can  be  traced  to  that  source. 

I  know  of  no  instance  where  disease  has  been  contracted 
from  animals  or  impure  milk. 

There  are  no  theatres  proper  in  the  county,  but  a  public  hall 
at  Coffeeville  known  as  Newberger  Hall  and  one  at  Water 
Valley  known  as  German  Hall,  besides  the  City  Hall,  'which  is 
also  used  as  the  Court  House  of  the  Second  Judicial  District  of 
the  county  and  the  Court  House  at  Coffeeville.  These  are  all 
properly  ventilated  and  provided  with  ample  means  of  escape 
in  case  of  fire,  except  the  two  halls  named,  which  in  my  opin- 
ion have  not  sufficient  means  of  exit.  Have  examined  the 
county  jail  which  is  properly  ventilated  and  in  good  sanitary 
condition,  but  not  well  heated.  Number  of  prisoners  confined 
therein  during  the  year  40.  No  sickness  of  a  serious  nature 
and  no  deaths. 

The  Poor  House  is  in  good  sanitary  condition.  Number  of 
inmates  12.  No  sickness  no  deaths.  Public  school  buildings 
are  also  in  good  sanitary  condition  generally. 

It  is  impossible  to  give  a  correct  list  of  the  births  and  deaths 
that  have  occurred  in  the  county  during  the  year,  as  no  regis- 
tration of  vital  and  mortuary  statistics  is  kept  in  the  county, 
and  very  probably  never  will  be,  unless  it  is  made  the  impera- 
tive duty  of  the  Health  Officer,  and  lie  is  paid  a  salary  commen- 
surate with  the  importance  of  the  duties  required  and  the 
magnitude  of  the  work  necessary  properly  to  fulfill  these  duties. 
It  is  certain  that  for  the  mere  nominal  sum  allowed  the  Health 
Officer  by  the  Board  of  Supervisors  of  this  county,  he  cannot 
devote  to  the  work  that  time  and  attention  that  should  be  given 
it.  I  suppose  other  counties  in  the  State  do  no  better  than 
this  one,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  the  present  Legislature  will  act 
upon  the  suggestions  made  by  the  Governor  in  his  Message  to 
the  preceding  one  and  regulate  these  salaries  in  such  a  man- 
ner as  will  secure  to  the  State  the  immense  benefits  to  be  de- 
rived from  a  thorough  and  effective  corps  of  sanitary  officers. 
All  of  which  is  very  respectfully  submitted. 
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BIENNIAL  REPORT  OE  THE  PRESIDENT. 


To  His  Excellency,  Robert  Lowry,  Governor  of  Mississippi : 

Called  unexpectedly  to  fill  the  vacancy  caused  by  the  death 
of  the  President,  the  lamented  Dr.  S.  V.  D.  Hill,  and  having 
but  a  few  days,  crowded  with  other  business,  in  which  to 
prepare  the  sixth  biennial  report  required  by  law,  I  beg  some 
indulgence  for  its  meagerness  and  other  imperfections. 

THE    OPERATIONS    OF    THE    BOARD 

for  the  last  two  years  have  been  confined  mainly  to  the  en- 
forcement of  quarantine  regulations,  and  to  the  suppression 
of  the  epidemic  of  yellow  fever  which  occurred  in  Jackson 
in  the  summer  of  1888.  A  detailed  account  of  all  which 
will  be  given  in  the  biennial  report  of  the  Secretary.  No 
other  epidemic  requiring  the  assistance  of  the  State  Board 
of  Health  has  occurred  in  the  State  since  the  last  report. 

THE    GULF    COAST. 

Since  the  quarantine  duties  of  the  Coast  have  devolved  on 
the  State  Board  of  Health,  its  responsibilities  have  been 
very  greatly  increased,  and  the  expenses  also  correspond- 
ingly increased.  But  it  is  gratifying  to  know  that  so  far 
there  has  been  no  just  cause  for  complaint  against  the  man- 
agement of  that  important  interest.  If  there  were  doubts 
and  fears  at  first,  as  to  the  ability  of  the  board  to  conduct 
an  efficient  maritime  quarantine,  the  experience  of  two  years 
should  dispel  them,  and  we  are  relieved  from  the  humiliating 
spectacle  of  the  State  Board  playing  second  fiddle  to  several 
independent  county  boards.  It  is  unnecessary  to  say  that 
the  peculiar  interests  of  the  Coast  region  will  always  receive 
the  same  careful  and  impartial  consideration  from  the  State 
Board  as  other  localities  of  the  State.  The  policy  of  the 
board  has  always  been,  and  alwaj's  will  be,  under  all  circum- 
stances, to  secure  the  greatest  possible  amount  of  protection 
with  the  least  possible  amount  of  interference  with  local  and 
private  interests. 

INADEQUACY    OF    THE     LAW. 

In  all  former  reports  from  this  office  the  attention  of  the 
Government  has  been  called  to  the  inadequacy  of  the  law 
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creating  the  State  Board  of  Health  to  secure  the  best  sani- 
tary results  in  the  State,  and  many  suggestions  have  been 
made,  in  accordance  with  the  law,  for  such  additional  legis- 
lation as  the  board  deemed  necessary  to  secure  the  same.  I 
deem  it  unnecessary  to  recapitulate  the  suggestions  contained 
in  these  several  reports,  but  I  beg  to  call  renewed  attention 
to  all  of  them.  Especially  would  I  reiterate  those  which  I 
had  the  honor  to  make  in  the  biennial  report  for  the  years 
1882-'83.  Although  they  failed  to  attract  the  attention  of 
the  Legislature  at  that  time,  they  have  lost  none  of  their  im- 
portance, and  they  are  as  appropriate  to  the  requirements  of 
the  State  now  as  they  were  then.  While  the  present  law  is 
broad  and  comprehensive  enough  in  scope  and  detail,  there 
is  not  sufficient  provision  for  its  enforcement,  and  the  Board 
of  Health  has  been  able  to  accomplish  only  a  small  part  ot 
the  benefits  which  should  be  expected  of  such  a  body.  In 
its  enactment  the  various  duties  of  the  board  were  enumer- 
ated, and  it  was  held  responsible  for  the  preservation  of  the 
health  and  the  protection  of  the  life  of  the  people.  But  it 
was  left  in  the  predicament  of  a  body  of  soldiers  sent  out  to 
battle  against  a  mighty  foe,  without  arms  or  ammunition. 
All  the  details  of  an  elaborate  campaign  were  given,  but  not 
even  the  sling  and  small  stone  of  David,  nor  the  ass's  jaw- 
bone of  Sampson,  nor  the  rams'  horns  of  the  besiegers  of 
Jericho  were  furnished  to  us.  We  had  neither  the  strong 
backing  which  David  and  Sampson  and  Joshua  had,  nor  did 
we  have  the  support  of  the  Legislature  of  Mississippi. 

EARLY    HISTORY    OF    THE    BOARD. 

A  review  of  the  early  history  of  the  board  will  reveal  a 
want  of  enlightenment,  or  a  want  of  confidence  no  less  dis- 
creditable to  the  Legislature  than  humilitating  to  the  board. 
In  the  first  place  an  act  was  passed  by  the  Legislature  and 
dul}"  recorded  on  the  statute  books,  permitting  a  Board  of 
Health  to  be  organized  in  the  State.  But  not  a  dollar  was 
appropriated  to  pay  the  necessary  expenses,  not  even  to 
furnish  postage  and  stationery.  Nevertheless  a  Spartan 
band,  conscious  of  the  rectitude  of  their  course,  and  willing 
to  incur  the  necessary  expenses,  promptly  came  forward  and 
effected  the  organization,  under  the  law  as  it  existed.  They 
applied  themselves  to  their  labor  of  love,  determined  to 
leave  nothing  undone  to  establish  an  institution  in  the  State 
second  in  importance  to  none,  involving  as  it  did  the  health, 
happiness  and  life  of  the  people.  It  proceeded  to  appoint 
reporters  among  its  members  on  the  following  subjects  : 

Endemic,  epidemic  and  contagious  diseases. 

Diseases  of  the  Swamp  District. 

Diseases  of  the  Prairie  Belt  of  Mississippi. 
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Diseases  of  the  Sea  Coast,  and  the  Sea  Coast  as  a  sanitary 
resort. 

Vaccination  and  compulsory  vaccination. 

The  influence  of  syphillis  on  public  health. 

The  effects  of  food  and  clothing  on  public  health. 

Drainage. 

Cleanliness,  its  general  and  special  influence. 

Indiginous  remedies  of  Mississippi. 

The  influence  of  alcohol. 

The  architecture  of  prisons,  asylums  and  hospitals. 

The  proper  organization  and  objects  of  city,  county,  State 
und  National  Boards  of  Health,  including  the  registration 
of  births,  marriages  and  deaths. 

In  addition  to  the  above,  one  member  from  each  Congres- 
sional District  was  chosen  to  report  upj>n  the  prevailing 
diseases  in  their  respective  districts.  In  response  to  this 
comprehensive  arrangement  many  valuable  reports  were 
made,  as  will  be  found  by  reference  to  the  first  annual 
report  of  the  board.  Our  indefatigable  secretary  at  once 
established  communication  with  all  the  State  Boards  of 
Health  in  the  States  where  such  an  organization  existed, 
seeking  co-operation  "under  the  banner  of  the  great  army 
of  scientific  workers  now  striving  to  prevent  disease  and 
diminish'mortality  in  many  parts  of  our  country."  He  wrote 
to  all  the^principal  towns  in  the  State  to  ascertain  the  num- 
ber of  local  boards  in  the  State,  and  requested  their  hearty 
co-operation  with  the  State  Board.  He  also  wrote  to  a  large 
number,  (164),  of  the  prominent  physicians  in  all  parts  of 
the  State,  embracing  every  county  in  the  State,  with  the 
view  of  securing  information  in  reference  to  the  prevailing 
diseases  in  different  parts  of  the  State,  so  as  to  form  as 
correct  an  idea  as  possible  of  the  general  health  of  the 
population. 

EPIDEMIC    OF    1878. 

Scarcely  had  the  members  of  the  board  returned  from  the 
first  annual  meeting  to  their  several  homes,  when,  like  a 
besom  of  destruction,  the  great  scourge  of  1878  swept  over 
the  State,  as  if  intended  by  an  outraged  Providence  to  teach 
a  lesson  which  no  amount  of  argument  or  reason  could  teach. 
In  this  epidemic  three  members  of  the  Board,  "the  noblest 
Romans  of  them  all,"  fell  at  their  posts  of  duty,  and  many 
hundreds  of  good  citizens,  and  millions  of  dollars,  were  lost 
to  the  State.  Since  that  time  the  Board  has  subserved  the 
purpose  of  a  convenient  scape-goat,  if  nothing  else.  A 
small  appropriation  has  been  made,  not  to  pay  for  valuable 
services,  but  to  defray  actual  expenses,  and  a  pittance  for 
lost  time. 
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The  result  of  this  epidemic  visitation  was  a  literal  demon- 
stration of  the  truth  of  a  statement  made  by  our  woi'thy 
Secretary  in  his  first  report:  "When  epidemics  come  to 
blight  the  prosperitj-  of  their  towns,  to  carry  off  their  most 
useful  citizens,  to  rob  them  of  their  loved  ones,  and  to  bring 
mourning  into  their  households,  communities  are  struck 
with  awe.  They  turn  to  the  medical  profession  for  protec- 
tion. Thus  aroused  to  the  realization  of  the  insecurity  of 
the  population  agaiust  pestilence,  and  the  powerlessness  of. 
the  Board  of  Health  to  afford  any  protection,  it  is  true  the 
Legislature  did  make  a  very  liberal  appropriation  for  the 
prevention  and  control  of  epidemic  diseases,  for  which  it  is 
entitled  to  the  gratitude  of  all  benevolent  citizens.  But  it  is 
also  true  that  the  management  of  epidemics  is  only  a  part, 
and  that  not  the  most  important  part,  of  the  duties  devolving 
on  a  State  Board  of  Health. 

other  preventable   diseases. 

While  epidemics  appal  and  para^ze  the  whole  country 
by  their  violence  and  suddenness  of  attack,  they  come  only 
occasion-ly,  and  in  many  instances  it  is  possible  to  evade 
them  by  flight  or  other  precautions,  but  it  is  a  fact  well- 
known  to  all  sanitarians,  that  there  are  many  agencies  con- 
stantly and  silently  at  work  everywhere,  causing  sickness  and 
death  at  all  seasons,  and  in  all  ranks  of  society,  which  might 
and  should  be  prevented.  Many  of*  these  causes  are  enumer- 
ated in  the  law,  and  the  Board  of  Health  is  authorized  and 
instructed  to  abate  them,  but,  notwithstanding  the  total  of 
sickness  and  deaths,  and  consequently  loss  to  the  State  from 
these  causes  is  far  greater  than  those  from  all  epidemics 
combined,  no  appropriations  have  ever  been  made  for  the 
former,  while,  as  before  said,  ample  provisions  have  been 
made  for  the  latter. 

ANOMALOUS      LEGISLATION. 

The  explanation  of  this  anomalous  legislation  may  be  found 
in  the  fact  that  epidemics  create  panics,  and  the  people  de- 
mand protection.  The  preventable  character  of  the  more 
ordinary  causes  of  disease  and  death  is  not  recognized  or 
appreciated  by  the  masses,  and  the  average  legislator  knows 
no  duty  except  to  carry  out  the  will  of  the  "dear  people" 
when  clearly  expressed.  He  is  so  conservative  that  he  will 
never  act  till  he  is  "  instructed  "  by  his  constituents.  He  is 
never  in  advance  of  public  sentiment.  To  educate  the  people, 
therefore,  to  a  realization  of  these  facts  is  a  duty  incumbent 
on  every  benevolent  and  patriotic  citizen  of  the  State.  With 
sufficient  means  to  carry  out  all  the  requirements  of  the  law, 
the  Board  of  Health  could  annually   save   many   valuable 
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lives,  and  add  to  the  productive  forces  of  the  State  many 
times  the  amount  required  to  enable  it  to  discharge  all  its 
duties  efficiently.  It  could  then  reasonably  be  held  respon- 
sible for  any  failure  or  neglect  to  perform  its  duty. 

THE  GOVERNOR  AND  THE  PRESS. 

It  is  very  gratifying  to  know  that  from  the  first  organiza- 
tion of  the  Board  to  the  present  time,  it  1ms  uniform- 
ly had  the  sympathy  and  moral  support  of  the  Governor, 
and  the  uniform  and  substantial  support  of  the  press  is  no 
less  creditable  to  the  newspapers  of  the  State,  than  it  is 
gratifying  to  the  Board.  The  columns  of  the  papers  have 
ever  been  open  for  any  communication  in  behalf  of  State 
medicine  and  public  health.  I  am  free  to  say  that  without 
this  support  the  Board  could  never  have  succeeded.  The 
newspapers  of  the  State,  like  the  Board  of  Health,  have  done 
much  gratuitous  service,  for  which  they  are  entitled  to  the 
gratitude  of  all  right-minded  people. 

Xow  after  an  active  service  of  thirteen  years,  the  State 
Board  of  Health  can  refer  with  pride  to  its  record  lor  the 
manner  in  which  it  has  discharged  its  duties  with  the  means 
at  its  command.  Its  action  has  been  characterized  through- 
out by  the  strictest  economy  compatible  with  efficiency. 
We  claim  that  no  department  of  the  State  G-overnment  can 
show  a  cleaner  record  than  ours. 

THE  LAW  TO  REGULATE  THE  PRACTICE  OF  MEDICINE. 

As  this  is  probably  the  last  official  paper  which  I  shai* 
ever  have  the  honor  to  write,  I  desire  to  renew  the  unquali- 
fied testimony  of  the  entire  Board  of  Health  to  the  beneficent 
results  of  the  law  to  regulate  the  practice  of  medicine  in  the 
State,  'r  he  law  is  not  perfect  by  any  means,  but  it  is  such 
an  improvement  on  the  old  regime,  that  we  are  loth  to  have 
any  radical  changes  made  in  it.  Pecuniarily,  it  is  self-sus- 
taining, and  every  3  ear  it  is  becoming  more  and  more  efficient. 
But  not  until  the  licentiates  under  section  17  of  the  law  have 
disappeared,  will  the  full  force  of  the  law  be  realized.  Un- 
avoidably many  totally  incompetent  and  unworthy  persons 
were  licensed  under  that  section.  This  was  clearly  foreseen 
and  carefully  considered  in  the  formulation  of  the  law  but 
it  was  deemed  best  for  obvious  reasons  not  to  produce  any 
violent  and  sudden  perturbations  in  the  status  of  the  medical 
profession  of  the  State.  This  class  of  practitioners  will 
constantly  decrease,  and  finally  cease  in  a  few  years  by  nat- 
ural limitation.  In  the  meantime  both  the  people  and  the 
profession  will  adapt  themselves  to  the  new  order  the 
change  being  so  gradually  and  quietly  effected,  that  it  will 
scarcely  be  appreciated  except  in  the  improved  character  of 
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the  practice  which  it  will  secure.  The  process  of  elimination 
might  have  heen  greatly  expedited  hy  incorporating  in  the 
law  a  clause  for  the  revocation  of  license  for  incompetency 
and  immorality.  But  the  same  conservative  and  cautious 
policy  which  characterizes  all  the  medical  legislation  in  the 
State,  prevented  the  urging  of  such  a  measure. 

INTER-STATE    CO-OPERATION. 

Some  legislation  should  be  enacted  to  facilitate  the  co-op- 
eration of  our  Board  with  other  State  Boards  of  Health. 
Inter-State  co-operation  should  he  encouraged  as  the  most 
effectual  way  to  prevent  such  senseless  and  ruinous  panics  as 
we  had  last  year  throughout  the  Southern  States.  With 
the  proper  Inter-State  regulations,  there  could  be  no  neces- 
sity nor  excuse  for  local  or  shot-gun  quarantines.  And  any 
incorporated  town  should  be  held  responsible  for  all  dam- 
ages caused  by  unnecessary  interference  with  commerce  and 
travel.  I  cannot  discuss  these  subjects  further  now,  nor 
have  I  any  definite  or  matured  propositions  to  make.  But, 
their  importance  demands  and  should  receive  the  most  care- 
ful consideration  of  the  legislative  department  of  the  State 
government.  Itis  very  unjust  to  require  delegates  appointed 
to  represent  our  Board  of  Health,  in  conventions  and  con- 
ferences with  other  Boards  of  Health,  not  only  to  give  their 
time  and  services,  but  to  pay  their  own  expenses,  as  has 
been  the  pratice  heretofore.  Some  conditional  appropria- 
tion at  least  should  be  made  for  this  purpose. 

CANCER    DOCTORS,    INDIAN    DOCTORS,    ETC. 

I  feel  it  to  be  my  duty,  as  a  medical  censor  of  the  State,  to 
protest  against  the  enactment  of  special  laws  for  the  exclu- 
sive benefit  of  pretenders,  claiming  to  have  specific  remedies 
or  methods  for  the  treatment  of  cancers,  consumption  and 
other  diseases,  many  of  them  incurable,  obtained  from  In- 
dians or  other  equally  absurd  source.  Often,  too,  the  parties 
so  favored  are  totally  illiterate,  and  make  no  claim  to  any 
knowledge  of  the  first  principles  of  medicine.  Such  legisla- 
tion not  only  ignores  all  medical  science,  but  licenses  unfeel- 
ing harpies  to  filch  the  last  cent  from  the  poor  drowning 
wretch  who  will  ever  grasp  at  a  straw.  It  is  no  less  cruel  to 
the  poor  deluded  sufferer,  than  unjust  to  the  qualified  practi- 
tioner,  and  should  receive  the  prompt  veto  of  the  Governor. 
Bespectfully  submitted, 

J.  M.  TAYLOE,  M.  D., 
President  State  Board  of  Health. 

Corinth,  December  9,  1889. 
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It  gives  me  pleasure  to  report  that  during  the  years  1888 
and  1889,  the  State  has  been  comparatively  exempt  from 
contagious  and  infectious  diseases.  Cases  of  scarlet  fever, 
diphtheria,  measles,  mumps  and  whooping-cough  were  re- 
ported in  a  few  localities,  and  a  case  of  small-pox  in  Lowndes 
county,  but  nothing  occurred  to  excite  general  alarm  except 
the  limited  out-break  of  yellow  fever  in  Jackson  in  1888. 

inland  quarantine. 

On  account  of  the  prevalence  of  yellow  fever  in  Florida 
in  1888,  it  was  deemed  prudent  by  the  Executive  Committee 
to  declare  quarantine  against  the  infected  places  in  that 
Slate,  and  this  was  accordingly  done  on  August  13th,  and 
steps  were  at  once  taken  to  establish  stations  as  follows  : 

On  the  Mobile  and  Ohio  Eailroad,  near  State  Line,  Dr.  G. 
L.  Izard,  quarantine  officer  ;  Louisville  and  Nashville  Eail- 
road'near  Murray  Station,  Dr.  "W.  A.  Cox,  quarantine  officer; 
Alabama  Great  Southern  Eailroad,  near  Kewanee  Station, 
Dr.  J.  M.  Buchanan,  quarantine  officer;  East  Tennessee,  Vir- 
ginia and  Georgia  Eailroad,  near  Bell  Station,  Dr.  E.  F. 
Crowther,  quarantine  officer;  Georgia  Pacific  Eailroad,  near 
Steens  Station,  Dr.  A.  C.  Halbert,  quarantine  officer  ;  Kan- 
sas City,  Memphis  and  Birmingham  Eailroad,  near  Gattman 
Station,  Dr.  W.  A.  Evans,  Jr.,  quarantine  officer ;  Memphis 
and  Charleston  Eailroad,  near  Iuka,  Dr.  H.  G.  Mc-Eachin, 
quarantine  officer.  The  quarantine  property  of  the  Board, 
which  was  stored  at  Osyka  and  Nicholson  Station,  was 
used  for  the  partial  equipment  of  these  stations,  and  Adju- 
tant-General Henry,  of  the  State  National  Guard  kindly  per- 
mitted us  to  use  a  sufficient  number  of  the  tents  and  cots,  be- 
longing to  that  department,  to  complete  their  equipment. 
This  property  was  shipped  from  Pass  Christian  for  the  pur- 
pose,  and  afterwards  returned  to  that  point  by  us. 

The  following  rules  were  adopted  for  the  government  of 
the  stations  : 

Bules  and  Begulations  of  the  Mississippi  State  Board  of 

Health. 

to   be  enforced  and  observed  until  otherwise  ordered  at 

quarantine  stations  to  prevent  the  introduction 

of  yellow  fever. 


1.   Every   train   coming  from   the  direction  of  an  infected 
locality,  or  from  the  direction  of  the    connection  of  the  rail- 
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road  with  such  locality,  shall  stop  at  the  quarantine  station 
and  be  inspected  and  obtain  a  certificate  in  accordance  with 
Form  No.  1. 

form  no.   1. 

[I  hereby  certify  that  train   No , Conductor, 

has  complied  with  the  rules  and  regulations  of  the  Mississip- 
pi State  Board  of  Health,  relating  to  trains  entering  the 
State. 

Station  on Bailroad  

Bate Quarantine  Officer.] 

2.  In  case  of  suspected  infection  of  a  passenger  car,  or  a 
sleeping  car,  such  car,  including  all  the  upholstery,  cushions, 
curtains,  mattresses,  etc.,  shall  be  thoroughly  disinfected,  un- 
der the  supervision  of  an  officer  of  the  Board,  and  shall  be 
exposed  to  the  open  air  for  at  least  fifteen  days  before  it 
will  be  permitted  to  enter  this  State.  In  case  of  suspected 
infection  of  a  flat  or  box.  car,  such  car  shall  be  disinfected 
and  exposed  to  the  open  air  for  at  least  five  days  before  it 
will  be  permitted  to  enter  this  State.  Any  car,  however, 
will  be  permitted  to  return  instead  of  undergoing  detention. 

3.  No  passenger,  railroad  employee,  or  other  person  com- 
ing from  the  direction  of  an  infected  locality,  or  the  direc- 
tion of  the  railroad  connection  with  such  locality,  will  be 
permitted  to  enter  this  State  unless  the  Quarantine  Officer  is 
satisfied  that  they  are  not  from  an  infected  locality. 

4.  No  person  from  an  infected  locality  will  be  admitted 
into  this  State  until  fifteen  days  have  elapsed  since  their  de- 
parture from  such  locality,  and  they  and  their  baggage  have 
been  disinfected. 

5.  No  freight  or  article  from  an  infected  place  will  be  per- 
mitted to  be  brought  to  any  place  in  this  State. 

6.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Quarantine  Officer  to  take 
the  responsibility  of  applying  such  additional  measures  as 
may  be  deemed  necessary  for  the  protection  of  the  public 
health.  In  case  such  additional  measures  are  applied,  the 
fact  should  be  reported  to  the  State  Board  of  Health  at  once. 

7.  Any  person  violating  these  rules  and  regulations  shall, 
on  conviction,  be  punished  by  a  fine  of  not  more  than  five 
hundred  dollars,  or  imprisonment  for  not  more  than  six 
months  in  the  county  jail ;  and  every  person  or  thing  shall 
be  forcibly  detained  to  compel  the  observance  of  them  ;  and 
anything  seized  under  these  rules,  shall,  if  necessary,  be  sold 
to  cover  the  expense  of  dealing  with  it. 

EOBERT  LOWRY, 

Governor. 
Approved  August  15,  1888. 
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Office  State  Board  of  Health,  ) 

Jackson,  Miss.,  August  13,  1888.  J 

It  is  hereby  ordered  by  the  Executive  Committee  of  the 
Mississippi  State  Board  of  Health,  that  on  and  after  this 
date,  no  person,  baggage,  freight,  or  article  capable  of  bear- 
ing infection,  shall  be  permitted  to  enter  this  State  from  any 
of  the  fever-infected  points  in  Florida.  The  health  officers 
throughout  the  State  are  charged  with  the  enforcement  of 
this  order,  and  any  violation  of  it  should  be  promptly  re- 
ported to  this  office. 

WIRT  JOHNSTON, 
Secretary  Mississippi  State  Board  of  Health. 


The  disease  having  assumed  greater  proportions  in  Flor- 
ida the  following  order  was  issued : 

Office  Mississippi  State  Board  of  Health,  } 
Jackson,  Miss.,  September  1,  1888.      J 

On  account  of  the  increase  of  yellow  fever  at  Jacksonville, 
Fla.,  it  has,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Executive  Committee  of  the 
State  Board  of  Health,  become  necessary  to  adopt  more  strin- 
gent measures  for  the  protection  of  this  State.  It  is,  there- 
fore, ordered  that  on  and  after  this  date  no  person  will  be 
permitted  to  enter  the  State  unless  they  possess  a  certificate 
from  a  health  officer  that  they  have  not  been  exposed  to 
yellow  lever. 

By  order  of  the  Executive  Committee. 

WIRT  JOHNSTON, 
Secretary  State  Board  of  Health. 
Approved : 

Robert  Lowry,  Governor. 


The  Louisville  and  Nashville  Railroad  Company  having 
taken  steps  to  enjoin  us  in  the  enforcement  of  the  above 
order,  it  was  decided,  after  consultation  with  the  Attorney- 
General,  to  amend  it  as  follows : 

Office  Mississippi  State  Board  of  Health,  ") 
Jackson,  Miss.,  September  3,  1888.  j 
It  being  the  opinion  of  the  Attorney-General  of  the  State 
that  our  quarantine  order  of  August  30th  should  be  amended 
by  inserting  after  the  words  ''health  officer"  the  following 
words :  "  or  shall  furnish  other  satisfactory  proof."  It  is 
Resolved,  That  the  order  is  so  amended,  and  will  now  read 
as  follows : 

On  account  of  the  increase   of  yellow  fever  at  Jackson- 
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ville,  Fla.,  it  has,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Executive  Committee 
of  the  State  Board  of  Health,  become  necessary  to  adopt 
more  stringent  measures  for  the  protection  of  this  State.  It 
is,  therefore,  ordered  that  on  and  after  this  date  no  person 
will  be  permitted  to  enter  the  State,  unless  they  possess  a 
certificate  from  a  health  officer,  or  shall  furnish  other  sat- 
isfactory proof  that  they  have  not  been  exposed  to  yellow 
fever. 

Wirt  Johnston, 
B.  T.  Edwards,  M.  D., 
Executive  Committee. 
Approved : 

Bobert  Lowry,  Governor. 


Our  Sea  Coast  quarantine  stations  on  Ship  Island  and  Bound 
Island  were  also  instructed  to  enforce  quarantine  against  the 
infected  places  in  Florida.  After  the  establishment  of  quar- 
antine, Decatur,  Ala.,  became  infected,  and  our  quarantine 
officers  were  instructed  to  also  enforce  the  rules  against  that 
place.  All  danger  being  over,  orders  were  issued  for  the 
discontinuance  of  the  stations  on  October  18th. 

The  maintenance  of  this  quarantine  involved  considerable 
expense,  but  we  feel  that  it  was  money  well  invested  for  the 
protection  of  the  State,  and  without  this  action  on  our  part 
we  would  have  been  derelict  in  the  discharge  of  the  respon- 
sible duties  imposed  upon  us  by  law. 

The  efficient  work  done  at  the  stations  entitle  the  officers 
to  our  thanks,  and  we  are  also  indebted  to  Dr.  Taylor,  ef 
Corinth,  Dr.  Blanks  (then  residing  in  Meridian),  members  of 
the  board,  Dr.  Vaughan,  chief  health  officer  of  Lowndes 
county,  and  the  Jackson  County  Board  of  Health  for  their 
active  supervision  of  the  stations  in  their  vicinity.  Our 
thanks  are  also  due  the  officials  of  the  railroads  on  which 
our  stations  were  located,  for  their  co-operation  in  the  en- 
forcement of  the  rules. 

The  following  reports  of  quarantine  officers  will  give  some 
idea  of  the  work  done  at  the  stations : 

Columbus,  Miss.,  October  22,  1888. 
Dr.  Wirt  Johnston,  Secretary  State  Board  of  Health,  Jackson  : 

Dear  Doctor- — I  desire  to  submit  the  following  report  as 
to  the  operations  of  my  station  from  August  16th  to  Octo- 
ber 19,  1888.  Before  the  arrival  of  my  tents,  I  went  up  on 
the  freight  train  every  morning  before  day,  to  some  conve- 
nient station  in  Alabama,  there  boarded  the  west  bound 
mail  train  and  made  my  examinations  while  en  route, 
requesting  parties,  not  having  proper  certificates,  to  stop  off 
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at  some  of  the  small  stations  in  Alabama  rather  than  to  be 
detained   at  the   quarantine    station  without  any  protection 
from   the   weather,    nor   facilities    for   eating   or   sleeping. 
After  tents  came  all  parties  were  brought  to  the  camp. 
Passengers  and  baggage  examined  on  the  route  : 

From  August  16,  to  September  14,  1888 570 

From  September  14,    to  October  18th,  1888 687 

Total    examinations 1257 

No.  of  persons  detained  from  Aug.  16,  to  Oct.  18,  1888.  .33 
No.  of  days  detained  at   the  station 31  * 

In  making  this  report  I  wish  to  call  your  special  attention 
to  the  officers  and  employes  of  the  G.  P.  Eailway.  Gener- 
ally speaking,  I  have  never  come  in  contact  with  a  more 
affable  and  courteous  set  of  gentlemen.  My  time  spent 
with  them  has  been  pleasant  and  I  have  never  called  upon 
them  to  aid  me  in  the  discharge  of  my  duty,  but  they  have 
promptly  responded.  Thanking  you  for  your  very  prompt 
response  to  my  every  request, 

I  remain,  your  friend,  etc., 

A.  C.  Halbert,  M.  D. 

P.    S I   feel    under   special   obligations    to    Dr.    B.    A. 

Vaughan,  chief  health  officer  of  Lowndes  county,  for  advice 
and  suggestions  in  the  tangled  condition  of  affairs,  about 
the  time  the  fever  made  its  appearance  in  your  city  and 
Columbus  quarantined  against  you.  Also  for  kindly  lend- 
ing his  camp  equipage,  cooking  utensils,  etc.,  to  us  and 
thereby  saving  expense  to  the  State. 

A.  C.  H. 


To  the  Board  of  Health  of  the  State  of  Mississippi  : 

Gentlemen — As  quarantine  officer  representing  your 
authority  at  the  point  where  the  K.  C.  M.  &  B.  E.  E.,  enters 
the  State  of  Mississippi  on  the  east,  I  beg  leave  to  submit 
the  following  report : 

On  the  17th  of  August  last  I  received  commission  from 
your  Secretary,  with  instructions  to  make  Gattman  my  head 
quarters.  I  must  confess  that  I  entered  upon  this  work  with 
a  considerable  degree  of  trepidation,  not,  however,  because 
of  the  physical  dangers  usually  incident  to  it,  but  because 
of  my  lack  of  experience  and  knowledge  of  its  methods,  on 
the  one  hand,  and  on  the  other,  because  of  the  great  respon- 
sibilities of  such  an  office.  The  "epidemic  of  '78"  had 
found  me  too  young  to  even  do  guard  duty,  hence  my  know- 
ledge was  garnered  entirely  from  the  literature  of  the  sub- 
ject.    I  appreciated  that  I  must  encounter  men  whose  moral 
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fabric  had  been  warped  by  fear,  as  one  class,  and  as  another, 
upright  and  innocent  men  who  would  seriously  object  to 
being  gauged  by  such  rules  and  standards  as  the  presence 
of  the  first  class  rendered  necessary.  I  believed  nothing  to 
be  so  baneful  to  the  interests  of  a  country  as  an  unreason- 
able quarantine  except  the  existence  of  contagious  disease 
in  its  midst.  The  interests  of  commerce  as  19th  century 
man  is  placed,  while  secondary  to  the  necessity  for  the  pre- 
vention of  contagious  disease,  I  thought  to  be  none  the  less, 
a  mighty  consideration.  T  believed  that  there  existed  a 
necessity  for  as  near  an  approach  as  was  possible,  to  an 
ideal  quarantine,  and  such  I  conceive  to  be  "a  quarantine 
which  insures  to  the  people  absolute  safety  without  any 
interference  with  free  communication  between  different  parts 
of  the  country."  But  for  the  attainment  of  such  an  ideal  a 
degree  of  wide-spread  and  accurate  knowledge  of  the  laws 
of  hygiene  and  sanitation  is  necessary,  that,  with  its  achieve- 
ment, the  still  furthes  consummation  will  have  been  reached 
of  a  complete  annhilation  of  endemic  diseases.  My  maxim, 
amended  by  the  demands  as  they  are,  should  read  "the  ideal 
quarantine  is  that  which  permits  of  the  largest  liberty  of 
passage  and  traffic  commensurate  with  safety."  I  deem  it 
not  improper  under  this  head  to  write  something  on  that 
subject  which  a  few  weeks  ago  so  greatly  agitated  the  public 
mind:  I  mean  non-intercourse  restrictions.  That  such  a 
policy  does  not  fulfill  at  least  one  of  the  requirements  of  an 
ideal  quarantine,  is  self-evident.  Cutting  off  all  direct  and 
anastomatic  blood-channels  means  death  to  communities  as 
as  well  as  bodies  and  that  too  by  "dry  rot."  Again,  that  it 
was  the  safest  procedure  in  the  late  excitement  is  open 
to  doubt.  The  history  of  the  Laws  of  Draco  have  demon- 
strated that  measures  must  fit  the  intelligent  reason  of  the 
people  of  the  period  or  they  become  inoperative,  and  all 
precedents  and  reason  show  that  laws  inoperative  are  worse 
than  no  laws.  Fear  and  panic  may  for  a  few  days  upset  the 
reasons  of  men,  but  comforts,  necessities  and  pocket-books 
will  soon  cause  either  a  change  in  laws  based  upon  such 
sentiments,  and  chamelion  laws  are  not  safe,  or  such  viola- 
tions as  render  them  inoperative.  How  much  safer  then  are 
laws  accurately  based  and  accurately  built  to  meet  a  danger 
which  the  reasons  of  men  measure.  But  to  return  to  my 
subject  direct:  I  was  greatly  reassured  and  encouraged 
upon  reaching  my  post  by  receiving  from  your  secretary 
instructions,  broad  and  full,  and  directly  in  line  with  my  own 
views  upon  the  subject. 

The  conditions  governing  the  work  on  any  road  are  in 
somo  measure  different  from  those  of  other  roads ;  and  in 
fitting  the  rules  to  the  K.  C.  M.  &  B.,  I  endeavored  to  carry 
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out  the  meaning,  not  the  letter  of  them.  I  arranged  with 
the  proper  authorities  to  have  the  express,  baggage,  and 
freight  way-bills  show  the  starting  point  of,  and  route  trav- 
eled by  all  articles  coming  over  the  line.  East  of  my  sta- 
tion there  lay  a  back-woods  country  inhabited  b}T  ignorant 
people.  This  I  esteemed  to  be  a  point  of  danger,  for  shrewd 
men  and  women  endeavoring  to  run  quarantines  were  apt 
to  take  advantage  of  a  laxity  of  rules  begotten  of  the  pres- 
ence of  this  population.  To  prevent  hardships  among  thess 
people  I  tried  by  correspondence  with  postmasters  and 
agents,  and  by  public  postings  to  keep  them  aware  of  the 
requirements  exacted.  Had  these  people  come  down  in 
numbers,  uncertificated,  pleading  ignorance  and  with  sympa- 
thy-exacting tales  of  poverty  and  necessity  for  continuous 
travel,  the  chances  of  dangerous  parties  entering  would  have 
been  greatly  increased.  The  K.  C.  M.  &  B.  R.  R.  makes 
connections  east  of  Mississippi  at  but  two  points,  Jasper  and 
Birmingham.  Jasper,  up  to  the  beginning  of  the  disease  in 
Decatur,  was  a  point  of  no  particular  danger,  and  at  that  time 
a  very  rigorous  quarantine  was  put  in  operation.  At  Bir- 
mingham, it  makes  no  close  connection  and  runs  no  cars 
through,  so  the  quarantine  of  that  city  was,  in  some  meas- 
ure, a  protection  to  us.  Nevertheless,  I  watched  it  as  a 
place  of  danger.  A  certificate  or  satisfactory  evidence  was 
required  of  every  party  passing  the  station,  with  such  ex- 
ceptions as  I  have  noted.  The  system  of  certificates,  I  think 
superior  to  that  of  oaths,  especially,  in  work  for  a  State 
in  which  the  suspicious  party  passes  entirely  from  under 
observation.  Fear  is  such  a  demoralizer  to  conscience,  that 
a  system  wherein  lying  is  a  premium  is  not  safe.  jSTo  doubt, 
there  are  instances  of  abuse  of  the  certificate-issuing  power, 
but  I  had  much  rather  risk  the  honor  of  physicians  and 
other  officials  than  the  oath  of  those  who  think  their  life 
staked  upon  the  issue.  As  part  of  my  duty,  I  acquainted 
myself  as  far  as  was  possible,  with  the  status  as  to  honor 
and  carefulness  of  the  certificate-issuing  authorities  in  those 
places  from  which  many  passengers  came.  I  accumulated  and 
held  for  ready  reference  the  more  important  signatures. 
Certificates  had  to  be  from  health  officers,  known  physi- 
cians, city  or  county  officials,  with  seal,  postmasters  or  sta- 
tion agents  with  stamp.  I  accepted  no  certificate  as  prima 
facie  evidence,  but  required  some  proof  that  the  holder  was 
the  party  to  whom '  it  was  issued,  and  that  no  fraud  was 
practiced  in  its  obtainal.  This,  especially,  where  the  point 
or  the  party  would  seem  to  indicate  a  necessity  for  extra 
diligence.  What  constituted  satisfactory  evidence  had  to 
depend,  in  the  very  nature  of  things,  upon  different  cir- 
cumstances, but,  as  factors,    entered  the  appearance  of  the 
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person,  his  starting  place,  his  destination,  letters,  papers. 
oath.  No  certificates  were. required  of  those  holding  tickets 
either  from  points  far  to  the  North  or  to  jDoints  far  to  West, 
except  there  was  something  in  the  statements  or  papers  of 
these  parties  to  justify  suspicion.  All  holders  of  through 
tickets  which  had  been  accepted  as  passports  were  to  be  in- 
formed upon  by  the  conductor,  by  telegraph,  had  they  left 
the  train  in  the  State. 

I  did  not  know  until  September  11,  that  a  detailed  report 
of  trains,  cars,  passengers,  baggage  and  express  would  be 
required  of  me.  Since  that  date  every  record  has  been  kept 
in  detail.  The  totals  are  calculations  based  upon  the  data 
obtained  from  my  records  and  the  variations  of  travel  and 
traffic  in  the  different  periods.  No  train,  passenger,  freight, 
work  or  excursion,  entered  the  State  during  my  service 
without  being  examined. 

It  will  be  seen  that  several  parties  were  held  in  the  sta- 
tion for  a  day  or  more,  until  they  had  procured  proper  cre- 
dentials. No  person  was  stopped  who  did  not  procure 
proper  papers  and  proceed,  and  no  disease  of  any  sort  de- 
veleped  in  the  camp. 

Two  pieces  of  baggage  were  fumigated  and  sent  on  to 
their  destination. 

One  piece  of  express  was  held  until  its  owner  proved  its 
harmlessness.  The  piece  was  a  valise  from  Atlanta,  pre- 
sumably filled  with  clothing 

A  barrel  of  pears  from  Quincy,  Fla.,  I  held  for  a  day,  and 
then,  finding  them  rotting  rapidly  and  with  no  possibility  of 
reaching  their  destination  in  condition  to  be  of  use,  I  de- 
stroyed them.  Tbey  were  packed  in  a  barrel  with  straw. 
The  unorganized  state  of  the  health  authorities  of  Florida, 
and  the  lessons  taught  by  Jacksonville,  Sanderson,  McClenny 
and  many  other  points,  including  murderous  Fernandina, 
rendered  such  a  shipment  from  any  point  in  Florida,  Avith  the 
exception  of  Pensacola,  extremely  hazardous. 

You  will  find  under  the  heads  of  passengers,  baggage  and 
freight  items  showing  persons  and  articles  allowed  to  pass 
yet  calling  for  some  sort  of  record  of  them;  among  these 
were  several  passengers  from  W.estern  Florida,  north  of 
Tampa.  Had  these  people  happened  along  after  Fernandi- 
na's  action,  I  would  not  have  allowed  them  to  pass. 

For  the  accommodation  of  the  service,  I  used  three  old 
houses,  uninhabited  and  on  a  tenantless  farm.  I  submit  the 
expenses  of  repairing,  furnishing  and  keeping  them.  Two 
were  situated  some  distance  from  the  railroad,  away  from 
any  used  road,  in  a  high,  healthy  spot  and  convenient  to  a 
good  spring.  The  third  I  made  practically  air-tight,  and 
used  as  a  fumigating  house.  On  leaving,  I  sold  such  of  the 
stationary  property  as  the  law  permitted. 
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I  can  not  bring  my  report  to  a  close  without  giving  the 
officials  of  the  K.  C,  M.  &  B.,  B.  B  ,  credit  for  their  share  of 
the  work.  I  made  no  request  or  suggestion  that  was  not 
cheerfully  complied  with,  and  to  all,  from  Superintendent 
down,  I  owe  thanks  for  continued  courtesies. 

My  thanks,  official  and  personal,  are  also  due  to  your  ex- 
ecutive committee  and  more  especially  your  Secretary,  for 
aid.  Bespectfully  submitted, 

GUS  EVANS,  M.  D. 
Aberdeen,  Miss.,  October  13,  1888. 

Scranton,  Miss.,  November  10,  1888. 

To  the  State  Board  of  Health,  Wirt  Johnston,  M.  D.  Secretary  : 

I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  the 
operation  of  the  quarantine  established  by  your  honorable 
body  at  a  point  one  and  a  quarter  miles  north  of  Orange 
Grove,  on  the  Louisville  and  Nashville  Bailroad,  in  the 
county  of  Jackson. 

I  enclose  herewith  a  detailed  statement  of  every  day's  pro- 
ceedings while  the  station  was  in  operation,  showing  how 
many  trains  were  boarded,  how  many  passengers  were  ex- 
amined and  what  disposition  was  made  of  them.  I  had  taken 
no  account  of  the  number  of  passengers  examined  on  trains 
previous  to  August  31st,  the  date  of  the  receipt  of  your  in- 
structions to  that  effect,  but  from  that  time  up  to  the  discon- 
tinuance of  the  station  I  examined  626  persons;  of  these  28 
were  placed  in  separate  cars  and  allowed  to  pass  through  the 
Stale  in  charge  of  officers;  12  were  stopped  from  trains  who 
returned  toward  Mobile  rather  than  remain  in  quarantine  at 
the  station  the  required  time  ;  12  others  were  allowed  to  stop 
in  the  State  after  giving  satisfactory  proof  that  they  had  not 
been  in  any  infected  locality.  A  number  of  persons  on  foot 
were  stopped  at  the  station,  who  returned  in  the  direction 
whence  they  came  rather  than  remain  in  quarantine.  Ihave 
had  at  the  station -three  persons  from  Jacksonville,  Fla.,  and 
two  from  Decatur,  Ala.,  who  were  allowed  to  proceed  after 
the  necessary  detention.  I  closed  the  station  on  October  19, 
as  your  order  of  October  18,  to  discontinue  quarantine,  wiiti 
received  too  late  for  that  day. 

Bespectfully. 

Wm.'A.  COX,  M.  D. 


REPORT    OF    INSPECTION    AT    KEWANEE     QUARANTINE 
STATION,  A.  G.  S-  R.  R- 

Meridian,  Miss.,  October  24,-1888. 

Dr.  Wirt  Johnston,  Secretary  Board  of  Health  : 

Dear  Sir — I  herewith  present  my  report  of  work  done"*at 

H-2 
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Kcwanee  quarantine  station.  Not  knowing  that  I  would  be 
required  to  make  a  report  of  all  passengers  inspected,  I  kept 
no  record  up  to  the  10th  of  September;  from  that  date,  it 
will  be  seen  that  I  inspected  99  trains  and  3,193  passengers, 
and  waybills.  My  notes  will  show  that  we  passed  one  fam- 
ily direct  from  Jacksonville  and  five  other  persons  from 
Florida;  that  we  detained  four  in  quarantine  and  turned 
three  back  for  not  having  certificates. 

August  27th,  family  of  four  direct  from  Jacksonville,  but 
with  certificates  from  Surgeon  at  Way  Cross  saying  they  had 
been  ten  days  in  quarantine,  passed  me  enroute  for  Califor- 
nia. September  4,  detained  a  man  six  hours.  He  then  ob- 
tained proof  that  he  had  not  been  exposed  to  fever,  and  we 
let  him  pass;  no  baggage. 

Man  from  Gainisville,  Fla.,  with  health  certificate  passed 
en  route  for  Monroe,  La. 

Chas.  Price,  colored,  claimed  to  be  from  Birmingham,  but 
had  neither  certificate  pr  other  papers.  Suspiciously  detained 
five  days.     Xo  baggage. 

Beturned  one  suspicious  man  without  certificate. 

Albert  Hobson  and  Jerry  Hemphill,  bioth  of  Meridian,  but 
being  in  Jackson  when  the  fever  was  announced  there,  the 
authorities  in  Meridian  would  not  let  them  stop  there,  and 
not  being  able  to  pass  through  Tennessee  they  returned,  and 
I  detained  them  ten  days.     No  baggage. 

Sept.  22 — John  Kane,  no  certificate  or  other  papers,  and 
as  he  claimed  to  be  from  Bessemer,  Ala.,  we  suspected  he 
might  be  from  Decatur.  We  detained  him  expecting  to  return 
him  the  next  day,  but  he  had  a  chill  and  fever  followed  last- 
ing fourteen  days.     Diagnosis,   bilious,  fever.     No  baggage. 

Sept.  29 — One  man  en  route  to  Meridian  without  certificate 
was  turned  back. 

J.  M.  Buchanan, 

Quarantine  Officer. 


THE  YELLOW  FEVER    AT  JACKSON. 

On  September  20,  1888,  at  about  the  same  hour  (12  m.)  two 
of  the  local  physicians,  Drs.  Harrington  and  Morgan  report- 
ed that  they  had  patients  sick  with  a  suspicious  fever.  The 
former  declared  his  belief  that  his  patient  had  yellow  fever, 
and  the  suspicions  of  the  latter  were  so  strong  as  to  almost 
amount  to  a  conviction  that  his  two  patients  also  had  the 
disease.  It  was  at  once  arranged  for  me  to  visit  the  patients. 
Before  doing  so,  however,  fully  appreciating  the  great  re- 
sponsibility involved  in  a  final  decision  as  to  the  character  of 
the  disease,  and  after  consultation  with  Dr.  J.  F.  Hunter,  a 
member  of  the  Executive  Committee,  it  was  decided  to  tele- 
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graph  Drs.  Bobbins  and  Iglehart,  of  Vicksburg,  and  invite 
them  to  come  out  on  the  evening  train  to  see  the  cases  with 
the  local  physicians.  Then,  in  company  with  Drs.  Harring- 
ton and  Galloway,  I  visited  Mr.  Calhoun,  the  patient  of  the 
former.  In  company  with  Drs.  Morgan,  Gallowa}^  and  Har- 
rington, the  two  patients  of  Dr.  Morgan  were  then  visited, 
viz  :  Mr.  Lorance  and  Mr.  Lee.  After  a  careful  examination 
of  the  cases,  a  consultation  was  held  by  the  physicians  named, 
and  it  was  agreed  to  pronounce  the  cases  as  suspicious,  and 
to  await  the  arrival  of  the  physicians  from  Vicksburg  before 
positively  deciding  the  character  of  the  disease.  We  were 
all  of  the  opinion  that  the  disease  was  yellow  fever,  but  ap- 
preciating the  gravity  of  the  situation  preferred  to  see  the 
cases  again  before  announcing  a  final  decision.  At  the  con- 
clusion of  this  consultation  the  cases  were  announced  as  sus- 
picious. Upon  the  arrival  of  Dr.  Iglehart,  President  of  the 
Vicksburg  Board  of  Health,  and  Dr.  Purnell,  of  the  hospital 
of  that  city,  at  6  o'clock  p.  m.,  the  following  local  physicians, 
in  company  with  them,  visited  the  cases,  viz.:  Drs.  Harring- 
ton, Morgan,  Galloway,  Todd,  health  officer  of  the  county. 
Hunter,  a  member  of  the  State  Board  of  Health,  and  myself 
At  the  consultation  held,  all  of  these  gentlemen  agreed  that 
the  disease  was  yellow  fever,  and  it  was  at  once  reported  as 
such. 

Under  the  laws  of  the  State,  the  State  Board  of  Health 
assumed  control  of  the  sanitary  management  of  the  town, 
and  the  following  was  issued : 

TO  THE  CITIZENS  OF  JACKSON ! 

Under  the  laws  of  the  State  of  Mississippi,  the  State  Board 
of  Health  assumes  control  of  the  sanitary  affairs  of  the  city. 
All  persons  who  have  not  been  exposed  to  the  disease  are 
advised  to  leave  the  city  at  once.     Certificates  should  be  ob- 
tained at  the  office  of  the  State  Board  of  Health. 

WIBT  JOHNSTON, 
Secretary  State  Board  of  Health. 

The  first  object  in  the  way  of  preventing  the  spread  of  the 
disease  was  depopulation,  and  this  had  already  commenced 
upon  the  first  announcement  of  the  fever,  and  was  being  rap- 
idly accomplished  without  much  assistance  from  us.  Many 
of  the  citizens  sought  refuge  in  the  surrounding  country, 
and  arrangements  were  made  with  the  Illinois  Central  Bail- 
road,  through  Captain  Mann,  Superintendent,  to  run  special 
trains  to  convey  the  people  to  northern  points.  A  census 
taken  at  the  time  showed  that  the  following  population  re- 
mained :  Whites,  398;  colored  1,593;  total,  1,991.  Whites 
protected  by  an  attack  of  the  diseise,  126  ;  colored  protected, 
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299 :  total  protected,  425.  Only  a  few  of  the  citizens  had 
been  exposed  to  the  disease,  and  those  who  had  not  been  and 
applied  for  it  before  leaving,  were  provided  with  a  certifi- 
cate to  that  effect.  It  would  have  been  perfectly,  safe  to  have 
admitted  the  citizens  who  had  not  been  exposed  into  any 
place.  In  the  sanitary  management  it  was  our  purpose  to 
protect  not  only  the  citizens  of  Jackson,  but  of  the  entire 
State. 

Arrangements  were  made  as  speedily  as  possible  for  the 
establishment  of  a  refugee  camp  for  the  safety  of  those  who 
had  not  been  able  to  leave  the  town.  This  camp  was  not, 
however,  used  to  any  great  extent,  on  account  of  the  fortu- 
nate termination  of  the  fever. 

The  town  covers  a  considerable  area,  and  the  residences 
for  the  most  part  have  large  grounds  and  are  widely  sepa- 
rated. The  exodus  of  citizens  almost  depopulated  the  in- 
fected district,  and  created  long  distances  between  inhabited 
dwellings. 

Guards  were  stationed  at  the  infected  houses,  with  instruc- 
tions to  permit  no  one  to  have  access  except  physicians  and 
nurses;  and  an  effort  was  made  to  keep  under  observation 
every  one  who  had  been  exposed  to  the  disease.  The  houses 
were  designated  by  yellow  flags. 

As  soon  as  the  depopulation  of  the  town  had  been  accom- 
plished, so  far  as  practicable,  a  night  and  day  force  of  guards 
were  stationed  on  all  avenues  of  escape,  with  instructions  to 
permit  no  one  to  pass  either  in  or  out  without  written  per- 
mission. 

Three  of  the  four  railroads  entering  the  town  were  com- 
pelled to  stop  running  their  trains  on  account  of  the  quar- 
antine restrictions  along  their  lines.  Only  one  road,  the 
Illinois  Central,  confined  to  run  its  trains,  and  on  this  road  a 
mile  and  a  half  north  of  the  town,  we  established  a  quaran- 
tine station,  where  trains  stopped,  under  the  supervision  of  a 
quarantine  officer,  and  freight  and  express  matter  was  dis- 
charged ;  which  was  subsequently  brought  into  the  town  by 
a  locomotive  located  there.  No  person  was  permitted  to  get 
on  board  or  off  the  cars  at  this  station,  and  no  freight  or 
other  article  from  the  town  was  permitted  to  be  taken  on 
board.  All  cars  on  sidetracks  were  detained.  .No  mails  left 
the  town,  not  that  we  thought  they  would  be  dangerous  after 
fumigation,  but  because  other  localities  refused  to  receive 
them. 

As  soon  as  practicable,  disinfection  was  resorted  to  as  fol- 
lows : 

Infected  bedding  was  burned,  linen  and  cotton  fabrics  were 
boiled  in  a  1  to  500  bi-ehloride  of  mercury  solution  ;  the 
floors  and  walls  of  infected  houses  were   scrubbed  with  the 
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bi-chloride  solution,  and  the  rooms  with  their  contents  were 
subjected  to  sulphurous  fumigation. 

There  were  in  all  thirteen  cases  and  five  deaths  (14  cases 
were  reported,  but  it  was  subsequently  discovered  that  a  mis- 
take had-  been  made  in  the  diagnosis  of  one  case.)  During 
their  sickness  these  cases  were  located  at  eleven  points,  some 
of  them  being  as  far  as  a  mile  apart.  All  of  the  persons  at- 
tacked by  the  disease  were  employed  about  the  Illinois  Cen- 
tral Eailroad  depot,  as  follows:  John  Lorance,  a  policeman, 
whose  beat  was  about  the  depot,  taken  sick  September  15  ; 
J.  B.  Lee,  the  contractor  who  was  building  the  new  depot, 
taken  sick  September  15;  John  Harris,  freight  handler, 
taken  sick  September  15  ;  J.  A.  Calhoun,  check-clerk,  taken 
sick  September  16 ;  Adam  Shuler,  laborer,  taken  sick  Sep- 
tember 16  ;  Joe  Bourne,  yard-master,  taken  sick,  September 
17  ;  Lewis  Livingston,  plasterer,  working  on  the  new  depot, 
taken  sick  September  18  ;  David  Hippie,  painter,  working 
on  new  depot,  taken  sick  September  18  ;  Chas.  Daley,  tin- 
ner, working  on  new  depot,  taken  sick  September  19;  Mere- 
dith Watts,  night  watchman,  taken  sick  September  19;  Frank 
Kavanaugh,  painter,  working  on  new  depot,  taken  sick  Sep- 
tember 19  ;  Joe  McCoy,  freight  handler,  taken  sick  Septem- 
ber 19  ;  Mrs.  Lee,  wife  of  Mr.  Lee,  the  contractor,  who  re- 
sided near  the  depot  and  boarded  the  hands  working  under 
her  husband,  taken  sick  September  20. 

The  fact  of  all  of  the  cases  having  been  employed  about 
this  depot,  strongly  points  to  this  locality  as  the  focus  of 
infection,  and  the  fact  that  all  the  cases  were  developed  so 
near  together  would  also  lead  to  the  conclusion  that  they 
were  exposed  to  the  infection  about  the  same  time.  In  close 
proximity  to  the  freight  depot  of  the  Illinois  Central  Rail- 
road, there  was  being  erected  a  new  passenger  depot  which 
was  nearly  completed ;  and  in  this  locality  not  only  the 
freight  and  passenger  trains  of  the  above  named  road  stop, 
but  also  the  passenger  trains  of  the  Vicksburg  and  Meridian 
Railroad,  a  road  running  east  and  west,  and  having  exten- 
sive connections  in  the  States  east  of  Jackson.  These  trains 
hauled  sleeping-car  from  Atlanta,  Ga.  I  am  of  the  opinion 
that  the  infection  was  brought  over  one  or  the  other  of  these 
roads  by  either  some  person,  baggage,  or  freight ;  just  what, 
has  not  yet  been  ascertained,  and  it  may  never  be.  Through 
the  kindness  of  the  officials  of  the  Illinois  Central  Railroad, 
I  have  been  permitted  to  investigate  the  books  of  their  freight 
office,  but  failed  to  discover  that  any  car  or  freight  was 
brought  from  an  infected  place. 

Something  has  been  said  of  local  causes,  such  as  excava- 
tions, having  produced  the  disease;  but,  in  my  opinion,  this 
is  not  to  be  seriously  considered — for,  in  the  first  place,  I  do 
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not  believe  that  the  disease  originates  de  novo  in  this  country; 
and  in  the  next  place,  there  was  nothing  unsanitary  that  I 
could  discover  about  the  locality.  There  had  been  a  founda- 
tion dug  for  the  new  depot  building,  but  I  am  informed 
that  this  was  done  in  the  latter  part  of  May  and  the  first  of 
June,  and  the  fever  did  not  occur  until  the  middle  of  Sep- 
tember. It  is  true  some  very  superficial  grading  had  re- 
cently been  done  in  the  locality  in  changing  the  railroad 
tracks  and  switches. 

The  last  cases  of  the  fever  were  reported  to  this  office  on 
September  22,  but  were  really  taken  sick  on  the  16th,  18th, 
19th  and  20th  instant.  It  was  not  deemed  prudent  to  re- 
move the  quarantine  restrictions  around  the  town  and  admit 
the  absent  citizens  until  October  12,  after  a  house-to-house 
inspection  had  been  made  of  the  infected  district.  From 
statements  made  towards  the  close  of  the  excitement,  it 
would  seem  that  several  cases  of  the  fever  occurred  which 
were  not  reported,  as  they  did  not  call  a  physician  during 
their  sickness,  and  were  first  discovered  during  convalesence. 

Now  as  to  the  chemical  history  of  the  fever,  I  will  state 
that  the  attacks  commenced  with  a  distinct  chill,  followed  by 
a  fever  of  one  paroxysm,  the  duration  of  which  was  from 
three  to  four  days,  accompanied  with  supra-obital  headache, 
pain  in  the  back  and  limbs,  flushed  face  aud  injected  con- 
junctivae, spongy  gums  and  epigastric  tenderness.  There 
was  want  of  the  corelation  of  pulse-rate  and  temperature, 
generally  observed  in  other  fevers.  On  the  third  or  fourth 
day  the  eyes  and  skin  presented  an  icterode  hue, and  inmost 
of  the  cases  assumed  a  decided  yellow  color.  The  cases  were 
hemorrhagic,  bleeding  from  the  nose,  gums,  lips,  and  one 
quite  freely  from  abrasions  of  the  skin.  The  urine  of  all  was 
albuminous,  some  specimens  being  loaded  with  albumen. 
All  of  the  fatal  cases  died  of  suppression  of  urine  and  conse- 
quent urremic  toxaemia.  The  convalesence  of  those  who 
recovered  was  tedious  and  protracted. 

It  is  to  be  regretted  that  an  autopsy  was  not  performed  ; 
this  was  not  done  on  account  of  my  entire  time  being  occu- 
pied with  the  sanitary  affairs  of  the  town.  The  cases,  how- 
ever, were  so  well  marked  that  it  really  was  not  necessary 
in  order  to  verify  the  diagnosis  of  the  disease. 

It  is  unfortunate  that  a  record  of  the  temperature  of  the 
weather  was  not  kept;  but  it  was  lower  than  usual  at  the 
season  of  the  year,  one  or  two  light  frosts  being  repoi'ted 
early  in  October,  which  no  doubt  greatly  contributed  to  pre- 
vent the  spread  of  the  disease. 

The  following  circular  was  mailed  to  the  health  officers 
throughout  the  State,  but  on  account  of  the  embargo  on 
mails,  it  was  not  sent  from  the  post-office  : 
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Office  Mississippi  State  Board  of  Health,  ) 
Jackson,  Miss..  September  22.  1888.) 
The  rules  of  this  Boai'd,  a  copy  of  which  is  inclosed,  (see 
page  9,)  relating  to  infected  places  will  be  enforced  at  Jock- 
son  as  soon  as  the  stations  and  camps  of  refuge  can  be  estab- 
lished. Every  effort  will  be  used  to  prevent  the  spread  of 
vellow  fever.  Competent  and  reliable  officers  will  be  placed 
on  duty  and  the  public  can  rely  on  their  integrity  and  should 
give  full  credit  to  their  official  acts. 

There  are  now  7  cases  of  the  disease  reported  here  and  there 
have  been  3  deaths. 

There  seems  to  have  been  one  focus  of  infection  and  all  the 
cases  so  far  are  traceable  to  it.  All  of  the  cases  are  among 
residents  here  and  are  in  about  7  localities. 

WIET  JOHNSTON, 
Sec.  State  Board  of  Health. 

The  absent  citizens  having  manifested  some  impatience  to 
return  to  the  town,  the  following  circular  was  issued  : 

TO  THE  CITIZENS  OF  JACKSON. 

Office  Mississippi  State  Board  of  Health,  ) 
Jackson,  October  2,  1888.  } 

We  would  respectfully  but  earnestly  advise  those  who 
think  of  returning  to  their  homes,  to  be  patient  and  wait 
longer  before  doing  so.  While  it  is  true  no  new  case  of 
fever  has  occurred  within  the  past  eleven  days,  it  must  be 
remembered  that  five  cases  are  still  under  treatment,  and 
this  city  must  be  regarded  as  an  infected  place. 

We  have  been  truly  fortunate  in  having  no  greater  spread 
of  the  disease  up  to  this  time,  but  no  one  can  say  what  the 
near  future  may  develop.  The  arrest  in  the  progress  of  the 
disease  may  be  attributed  to  the  departure  of  at  least  two- 
thirds  of  our  population  and  the  long  distances  that  now 
exist  between  inhabited  dwellings,  as  well  as  to  the  unusually 
cool  weather  for  this  season  and  the  sanitary  measures 
which  have"  been  adopted.  With  the  return  of  our  people 
at  this  time,  there  would  be  great  danger  of  a  re-develop- 
ment of  the  disease,  which  could  bring  nothing  but  distress 
and  increased  disaster  to  not  only  the  people  of  Jackson,  but 
would  disturb  the  business  affairs  and  produce  consternation 
throughout  the  entire  State.  AVith  this  view  of  the  situation 
an  extended  argument  would  scarcely  be  necessary  to  con- 
vince all  of  the  necessity  of  remaining  away  longer. 

Of  the  cases  of  the  fever  which  have  so  far  occurred  every 
one  of  them  was  exposed  to  the  original  focus  of  infection, 
but  it  yet  remains  to  be  seen  whether  each  of  the  points  in 
which  these  cases   have  been  located  will  not  prove  to  be  a 
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Dew  focus  of  the  disease.  The  city  is  surrounded  by  a  cor- 
don, the  infected  houses  are  still  guarded,  and  the  work  of 
disinfection  is  not  yet  completed. 

To  those  who  may  doubt  the  character  of  the  disease  wo 
desire  to  say  that  the  physicians  here  are  unanimously  of  the 
opinion  it  is  yellow  fever,  and  they  are  supported  in  this 
opinion  by  Drs.  Iglehart  and  Purnell,  of  Vicksburg,  who 
were  invited  by  us  to  come  here  to  examine  the  cases.  We 
think  there  should  be  no  doubt  of  the  nature  of  the  sickness. 
With  assurances  of  our  desire  to  act  only  in  accordance 
with  our  convictions  of  duty,  and  our  full  appreciation  of 
the  responsibilities  of  a  high  public  trust,  we  are, 
Very  respectfully, 

Wirt  Johnston, 
Jno.  F.  Hunter, 
Members  of  Ex.  Committee  State  Board  of  Health. 

The  day  before  the  quarantine  restrictions  around  the 
town  were  removed,  the  following  notice  was  issued  : 

NOTICE    TO    KEFUGEES. 

Office  Mississippi  State  Board  of  Health,  ] 
Jackson,  October  11,  1888.  j 

The  quarantine  guards  around  Jackson  will  be  relieved 
at  10  o'clock  (Friday  morning),  when  all  can  enter  the  city 
who  may  choose  to  do  so.  The  health  authorities,  however, 
advise  persons  whose  residences  are  near  infected  houses  to 
remain  away  until  further  notice.  The  houses  where  yellow 
fever  cases  have  occurred  will  be  designated  by  a  3reUow 
flag.  As  far  as  possible  residences  have  been  thoroughly 
aired  and  ventilated,  and  all  should  be  before  being  occupied. 

Wirt  Johnston, 
John  F.  Hunter, 
Executive  Committee. 

During  the  excitement  Dr.  J.  F.  Hunter  and  myself,  of 
the  Executive  Committee,  were  shut  up  in  the  town  with  no 
means  of  communicating  with  the  outside  except  by  tele- 
graph and  this  was  necessarily  used  pretty  freely.  We 
endeavored  to  allay  the  excitement  over  the  State,  but 
situated  as  We  were,  our  means  of  doing  so  were  limited. 
The  State  Board  of  Health  attempted  to  meet  at  Tupelo,  but 
the  members  were  unable  to  reach  that  point  on  account  of 
quarantine  restrictions.  In  order  to  keep  the  trains  on  the 
Illinois  Central  railroad  running,  (the  trains  on  the  other 
roads  had  already  been  stopped),  which  was  very  necessaiy 
to  us  and  the  country  along  its  line,  we  placed  Dr.  Trimble 
on  duty  on  that  road  north  of  Jackson,  and  Dr.  O.  B.  Quin 
south  of  Jackson,  as  Inspectors,  to  visit  the  towns  and  induce 
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them  to  conform  to  tbe  rules  of  the  State  Board  of  Health 
and  not  prohibit  the  running  of  trains.  The  following 
reports  were  made  by  those  officers  : 

McComb,  Miss.,  October  19,  1888. 

Dr.  Wirt  Johnston,  Secretary  State  Board  of  Health,  Jackson,  Miss.: 
Dear  Doctor:  Your  letter  of  the  16th  inst.  was  received 
this  day.  I  must  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  a  former  letter 
from  you,  but  I  mislaid  it  and  have  not  been  able  to  find  it. 
In  response  to  the  enclosed  telegram,  I  reported  at  Byram 
on  the  23rd  ;  could  not  hear  from  you,  so  I  returned  that 
nijjht.  I  continued  work  as  you  indicated  in  a  subsequent 
telegram,  and  feel  satisfied  I  did  seven  days'  good  work. 
At  almost  every  town  the  local  quarantine  prohibited  trains 
stopping,  even  to  side-track  or  get  orders.  So  strict  did  it 
seem  and  the  excitement  in  this  (Pike)  county  was  so  high. 
that  on  the  24th  and  25th  it  looked  as  though  all  trains, 
except  mails,  would  have  to  stop.  On  the  26th,  I  visited 
Copiah  county  and  conferred  with  Dr.  Pitts,  the  chief  health 
officer  of  that  county.  I  must  commend  his  work  as  good. 
I  think  he  is  the  man  for  the  position.  On  the  27th  I  was 
engaged  most  of  the  time  at  telegraph  office  and  finished  on 
the  28th,  at  Summit,  Miss.,  a  tov  n  in  Pike,  that  was  quar- 
antined against  the  world,  and  on  the  25th  would  not  let  me 
come  before  the  local  Board  of  Health,  except  on  quarantine 
line  at  city  limit.  I  enclose  account  for  seven  days'  service. 
Yours  very  truly, 

O.  B.  Quin. 


Grenada,  Miss. 

To  Wirt  Johnston,  M.  D.,  Secretary  State  Board  of  Health  : 

Dear  Sir — Acting  under  instructions  from  your  office,  un- 
der date  of  September  24,  I  applied  to  the  officers  of  the 
Illinois  Central  Bailroad  for  special  transportation,  which 
was  very  promptly  furnished.  I  proceeded  to  visit  all  towns 
on  the  Illinois  Central  road  between  Ways  Bluff  and  Holly 
Springs.  I  succeeded  in  conferring  with  the  health  officers 
and  boards  of  mayor  and  aldermen  at  all  stations  except 
Winona.  The  authorities  at  this  place  declined  to  let  me  stop 
in  the  corporation  or  to  confer  with  me  at  all,  letting  me 
know,  however,  that  the  place  was  quarantined  closely,  and 
they  had  determined  to  make  it  absolute,  and  as  near 
non-intercourse  as  possible,  that  is  against  the  world  the 
flesh  and  the  devil.  I  tried  twice  to  get  a  conference  with 
the  authorities  of  the  last  named  place,  but  was  refused.  At 
all  other  places  on  the  line  I  was  met  by  the  authorities  and 
a  uniform  system  of  quarantine  was  agreed  upon.     I  would 
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submit  that  the  people  have  erroneous  ideas  in  relation  to 
quarantines.  Trade  and  traffic  between  non-infected  points 
should  not  be  interfered  with,  and  if  towns  on  the  lines  of 
our  great  thoroughfares  can  be  allowed  to  establish  shot-gun 
regulations,  every  branch  of  commerce  and  every  industry 
is  liable  to  be  paralyzed  at  any  moment. 
All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

G.  W.  Trimble,  M.  D., 

Quarantine  Inspector. 

In  order  to  allay  the  excitement  and  to  restore  the  ob- 
structed commerce  of  the  State,  Dr.  Hyer,  then  president  of 
the  Board,  was  placed  on  duty  as  an  inspector.  The  follow- 
ing report  was  made  by  him  : 

To  Dr.    Wirt  Johnston,  Secretary  of  Mississippi  State  Board  of 
Health,  Jackson,  Misssissippi : 

Dear  Sir — When  the  news  of  the  presence  of  the  yellow 
fever  in  Jackson,  Miss.,  was  announced  b}T  telegraph  through- 
out the  State,  the  citizens  thereof  were  seized  with  an  uni- 
versal panic,  the  like  of  which  never  before  has  been  wit- 
nessed within  the  borders  of  the  State,  and  which  it  is  to  be 
hoped  will  never  be  experienced  again.  Shot  guns  were 
freely  brought  into  play,  and  to  such  an  extent  were  the 
people  demoralized  that  in  many  places,  hundreds  of  miles 
from  any  place  of  known  infection,  neighbors  looked 
askance  at  each  other,  as  if  they  bore  the  germs  of  infec- 
tion on  their  persons.  Shot-gun  quarantines  were  estab- 
lished around  villages,  remote  from  lines  of  travel,  and 
country  farmers,  well  known,  were  not  allowed  to  enter  vil- 
lages and  towns  near  which  they  resided.  Doctors  going 
outside  of  quarantine  limits  were  not  allowed  to  re-enter 
them,  and  health  officials  were  not  allowed  to  return  to  their 
places  of  abode  if  they  visited  neighboring  localities  to  in- 
vestigate rumors  of  pestilence.  Persons  traveling  in  far- 
away regions  where  yellow  fever  had  never  been  known  to 
exist,  and  whose  route  of  travel  was  known,  and  who  from 
day  to  day  were  in  telegraphic  communication  with  friends 
at  home,  were  not  allowed  to  return  to  their  homes.  Vil- 
lage quarantined  against  neighboring  villages,  and  cities 
quarantined  against  the  world.  Where  municipal  boards  ex- 
isted "  non-intercourse  with  the  world"  was  proclaimed, 
and  even  Memphis,  the  great  cotton  mart  of  an  adjacent 
State,  and  many  of  the  cities  in  our  own  State  shut  them- 
selves up  like  clams."  As  a  natural  consequence  of  this 
abnormal  condition  of  fright  and  panic,  the  railroads  of  the 
State  were  met  at  their  depots  and  watering  stations  by 
armed  bodies  of  men  with  orders  to  "  move  on  with  closed 
doors  and  windows."     Passengers  thereon  from  non-infected 
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points  were  forced  beyond  their  points  of  destination,  and 
although  from  non-infected  points,  were  subjected  to  hard- 
ships and  cruelties  at  the  hands  of  illegal  quarantine  offi- 
cials, and  regulations  that  were  in  many  cases  a  reproach 
to  the  humanity  of  the  citizens  of  the  country.  Railroads 
could  not  run  to  points  where  freight  and  passengers  would 
have  been  received,  because  they  were  barred  the  privilege 
of  getting  water  from  their  tanks,  and  running  orders  from 
their  telegraphic  operators.  In  consequence  the  wheels  of 
commerce  were  stopped,  and  channels  of  communication 
blocked,  and  the  business  of  the  country  suffered  in  conse- 
quence to  the  tune  of  millions  of  dollars.  In  this  emer- 
gency I  received  a  request  from  the  Executive  Committee 
of  the  State  Board  of  Health,  bottled  up  in  Jackson,  to  take 
steps  to  start  the  wheels  of  commerce  again  into  activity,  to 
modify  quarantine  rules  and  regulations  at  different  points 
in  the  State  to  the  extent  at  least  of  allowing  trains  on  the 
different  lines  of  railroads  to  receive  water  at  their  tanks, 
and  have  the  use  of  their  telegraphic  stations.  At  this  time 
the  I.  C.  R.  R.,  and  Branches;  Miss.  Valley  R.  R.,  the  M.  & 
O.  R.  R.,  Miss.  &  Tenn.  R.  R.,  Vicksburg  &  Meridian  R,  R., 
Natchez  &  Jackson  R.  R.,  the  E.  T.  Va.  &  G-a.  R.  R.,  and  the 
A.  G.  S.  R.  R.  had  ceased  to  turn  a  wheel,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  a  few  through  trains,  that  with  exceeding  diffi- 
culty and  embarrassment  the  I.  C.  R.  R.  was  able  to  get 
through  on  its  main  line,  while  the  Memphis  k  Birmingham 
Railroad  was  hampered  all  along  its  route  through  the  State 
of  Mississippi.  Dr.  Trimble,  of  Grenada,  was  placed  on 
duty  on  the  I.  C.  R.  R.,  while  I  assumed  the  responsibility 
of  opening  up  all  the  other  lines  of  railroad  travel  in  the 
State.  I  immediately  telegraphed  to  Dr.  Blanks,  at  Meridian, 
Dr.  Taylor  at  Corinth,  Dr.  Sale  at  Aberdeen,  Dr.  Wright  at 
Sardis,  and  Dr.  Toombs  at  Greenville,  to  put  inspectors  on 
all  trains,  in  their  several  localities,  and  take  any  other 
steps  that  would  satisfy  the  people  that  their  interests  were 
safe,  and  to  employ  good  men  for  the  positions  in  whom  the 
public  would  confide  until  I  could  get  around  and  regulate 
matters,  and  place  all  the  interior  quarantine  machinery  on 
a  uniform  basis,  as  regarded  regulations,  pay  of  officers, 
etc.  Procuring  a  special  on  the  Kansas  City  &  Birmingham 
railroad,  I  succeeded  in  entering  the  closed  gates  of  Mem- 
phis, and  at  once  had  a  conference  with  the  officials  of  rail- 
roads entering  the  State  of  Mississippi,  from  that  point,  in 
order  to  learn  the  exact  status  of  affairs   along  their  several 

lines.     Finding    Dr.    Pope,    of ,  in  Memphis,    cut  off 

from  his  home  by  the  blockade,  I  appointed  him  as  an  In- 
spector on  the  Valley  road  to  interview  the  authorities  along 
that  line  and  endeavor   to  show  them  the    folly    of  quaran- 
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lining  a  line  of  railroad  running  between  non-infected  points, 
each  carefully  guarded  by  most  efficient  quarantine  regula- 
tions, with  ample  police  force  to  enforce  them,  also  to  show 
them  that  the  regulations  which  they  were  enforcing  were 
unlawful  and  unnecessary.  I  at  once  returned  to  Holly 
Springs,  but  received  a  dispatch  in  a  few  hours,  that  Dr. 
Pope  could  not  accomplish  anything  on  the  Vallej7  Tlailroad. 
I  at  once  returned  to  Memphis,  and  had  placed  at  my  dis- 
posal a  special  on  which  I  started  down  the  Valley  route, 
stopping  at  each  station,  telegraphing  ahead  for  the  local 
authorities  to  meet  me  at  the  stations.  Armed  with  the  law, 
I  without  trouble  succeeded  in  enlisting  the  ready  and  cheer- 
ful co-operation  of  the  authorities  and  restoring  a  condition 
of  cheerful  confidence  in  their  minds,  when  I  assured  them 
that  the  State  Board  of  Health  had  a  perfect  command  of 
the  situation  and  were  diligent  to  protect  the  lives  and  prop- 
erty of  the  people  from  the  dangers  of  the  invasion  of  the 
dreaded  disease.  In  twenty-four  hours  from  the  time  that 
I  left  Memphis,  I  had  the  satisfaction  of  notifying  the  au- 
thorities of  the  Valley  road  that  their  trains  could  run  on 
Schedule  time  without  further  interruption.  Returning  from 
the  Louisiana  State  line  to  Vicksburg,  I  was  accommodated 
with  a  special  to  Meridian,  where  I  found  that  the  efforts  of 
Drs.  Blanks,  Sale  and  Taylor  had  resulted  in  starting  travel 
along  the  lines  passing  through  and  having  their  termini  at 
Meridian.  In  a  few  days  restrictions  on  trains  on  the  V.  & 
M.  B.  B.  were  removed,  and  travel  and  traffic  were  resumed 
along  that  line,  the  trains  passing  Jackson  with  closed  doors 
and  windows,  without  stopping."  My  duties  thereafter  were 
confined  to  travel  on  the  different  lines  of  railroad,  regulating 
and  reducing  salaries — discharging  a  number  of  employees, 
whose  further  services  returning  confidence  rendered  un- 
necessary, and  reducing  the  force  of  sanitary  officers  as  fast 
as  prudence  and  a  due  regard  for  the  interests  of  the  health 
of  the  people  of  the  State  would  permit.  In  closing  this 
report,  I  desire  to  congratulate  the  people  concerning  the- 
facility  with  which  they  recovered  from  their  panic,  and  re- 
gained their  reason  when  all  the  facts  in  the  case  were  called 
to  their  attention,  and  the  readiness  with  which  they  yielded 
to  the  law,  in  defiance  of  their  apprehensions,  when  its  pro- 
visions were  called  to  their  notice. 
Very  respectfully, 

W.  F.  Hyer,  M.  D. 

A  report  having  reached  us  that  the  country  east  of  Jackson 
was  in  need  of  supplies,  Mr.  Clarke,  then  Superintendent 
of  the  Vicksburg  and  Meridian  Railroad,  at  our  request, 
kindly  consented  to  run  a  special  train  out  of  Meridian  for 
the  purpose  of  bringing  the  necessary  supplies  if  we  would 


State  Board  of  Health.  29 

arrange  matters  so  as  to  enable  him  to  do  so.  To  accomplish 
this,  Dr.  W.  H.  White,  of  Brandon,  was  appointed  as  an  in- 
spector to  visit  the  towns  between  Brandon  and  Meridian 
and  conf'ei  with  the  authorities  and  induce  them  to  permit 
the  train  to  pass  through.  Dr.  White  made  the  trip  on  a  lo- 
comotive kindly  furnished  by  Mr.  Clarke,  and  succeeded  in 
his  mission. 

SHIP  ISLAND  QUAKANTINE  STATION. 

In  view  of  the  contemplated  removal  of  the  National 
Quarantine  Station  from  Ship  Island,  it  was  deemed  neces- 
sary by  the  Board,  early  in  1888,  to  establish  a  station  on  that 
island  for  the  protection  of  Hancock  and  Harrison  counties. 
Instead  of  expending  the  money  authorized  by  act  of  the 
Legislature  of  1888  tor  the  erection  of  buildings,  it  was  de- 
cided to  use  the  tents  and  other  quarantine  equipage  belong- 
ing to  the  Board,  which  was  stored  at  Moss  Point.  As  will 
be  seen  from  the  report  of  the  Quarantine  Physician,  Dr. 
Champlin,  some  of  the  tents  having  been  destroyed  by  a 
storm,  he  afterwards  occupied  an  old  house  on  the  island. 

The  following  rules  were  adopted  to  be  enforced  at  the 
station,  which  were  amended  in  some  unimportant  particulars 
in  1889: 

RULES  AND  REGULATIONS  OF  THE    MISSISSIPPI  STATE 

QUARANTINE  AT  THE  PORTS   OF  HARRISON 

AND  HANCOCK    COUNTIES. 

1.  The  quarantine  station  for  the  counties  of  Hancock 
and  Harrison  shall  be  on  Ship  Island,  and  all  vessels  subject 
to  quarantine  shall  anchor  as  near  to  said  station  as  the 
water  will  permit,  in  accordance  with  the  instructions  of  the 
Quarantine  Physician  j  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  Pilots  to 
anchor  all  vessels  in  accordance  with  these  rules  and  regula- 
tions and  the  instructions  of  the  quarantine  physician. 

2.  All  vessels  arriving  from  foreign  ports,  and  all  vessels 
having  sickness  on  board,  desiring  to  enter  or  load  from  any 
port  in  Hancock  or  Harrison  counties,  shall  immediately 
proceed  to  the  boarding  station,  and  shall  be  visited  by  the 
quarantine  physician  between  sunrise  and  sunset  as  soon  as 
possible  after  arrival. 

3.  No  person  on  board  any  vessel  arriving  at  the  boarding- 
station,  shall  be  allowed  to  communicate  with  any  person  on 
board  another  vessel,  or  with  any  other  person,  until  such 
vessel  has  been  visited  by  the  quarantine  physician,  nor 
shall  any  person  off  of  land  or  other  vessel,  be  allowed  to 
communicate  with  said  vessel  until  a  permit  has  been  ob 
tained  from  the  quarantine  physician. 

4.  The  quarantine  physician   shall    carefully   inspect    all 
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vessels  arriving  at  the  boarding  station,  and  require  answers 
from  the  officers  in  command,  and  keep  a  record  of  such 
answers  to  the  following  questions: 

Potrt  of  departure  and  date  of  departure. 

Name  of  vessel,  name  of  commander,  sanitary  condition 
and  destination. 

Number  of  days  of  passage. 

Ports  visited  since  leaving  port  of  departure,  with  date  and 
length  of  visit. 

Cargo  and  where  taken  on ;    kind  and   sanitary  condition. 

Bilge  water,  whether  clean  or  unclean. 

Ballast,  kind  and  condition. 

Number  of  officers,  passengers  and  crew,  and  their  sanitary 
condition. 

What  sickness  has  occurred  on  board  vessel  during  pas- 
sage, or  in  port,  and  dates  of  sickness  ? 

Deaths  during  passage  or  in  port,  with  dates  and  causes, 
if  known. 

Names  of  all  vessels  communicated  with,  in  the  course  of 
passage,  with  dates  of  such  commuications  and  names  of  ports 
from  which  said  vessels  sailed,  also  whether  there  was  any 
sickness  on  board  said  vessels,  and  the  character  of  the  sick- 
ness, if  known. 

5.  All  vessels,  together  with  their  cargoes,  passengers,  crews 
and  baggage,  arriving  at  the  boarding  station  from  inter- 
tropical American  and  West  India  Islands  ports,  shall  be 
subjected  to  thorough  maratime  sanitation  according  to  the 
following  classification  : 

First-class. — Vessels  arriving  from  non-infected  ports. 
Shall  be  subject  to  thorough  sanitation  without  detention 
longer  than  is  necessary  to  place  them  in  such  condition. 

Second-class. — Vessels  arriving  from  suspected  ports. 
Shall  be  subjected  to  thorough  sanitation  with  detention  for 
a  period  of  five  (5)  days  from  the  time  disinfection  has  been 
completed. 

Third-class. —  Vessels  arriving  from  infected  ports.  Shall 
be  taken  to  the  Refuge  Station  of  the  United  States  Govern- 
ment, and  placed  in  charge  of  the  Marine  Hospital  Service, 
to  remain  until  securing  a  clean  bill  of  health  from  the 
officer  in  charge. 

Fourth-class. — Vessels  arriving  infected  without  regard  to 
port  of  departure.  That  is,  vessels  which  have  yellow  fever 
or  other  contagious  or  infectious  disease  on  board  at  time  of 
arrival,  or  have  had  the  same  during  the  voyage  or  while  at 
any  port.  Shall  be  taken  to  the  Refuge  Station  of  the 
United  States  Government  and  placed  in  charge  of  the 
Marine  Hospital  Service,  to  remain  until  securing  a  clean 
bill  of  health  from  officer  in  charge. 
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6.  Supplies  and  mail  intended  for  vessels  in  quarantine, 
or  for  the  quarantine  service,  shall  be  delivered  at  some 
suitable  point  between  the  mainland  and  the  quarantine 
station,  and  after  the  departure  of  persons  delivering  such 
supplies  and  mail,  the  same  may  be  obtained  and  delivered 
to  the  proper  vessel  or  service  under  the  direction  of  the 
quarantine  physician. 

7.  All  lighters  and  persons  engaged  in  removing  ballast 
from  vessels  in  quarantine  for  such  a  period  as  may  be  deter- 
mined by  the  quarantine  physician.  But  no  such  lighters 
or  persons  shall  be  released  from  quarantine  within  a  less 
period  than  the  vessel  from  which  ballast  is  taken  is  required 
to  remain. 

8.  No  person  on  board  any  vessel  in  quarantine  shall  be 
allowed  to  communicate  with  another  vessel  or  any  person 
on  board  another  vessel  in  quarantine,  without  the  written 
permission  of  the  quarantine  physician. 

0.  No  boat  shall  approach  within  one-half  mile  of  any 
vessel  coming  into  Ship  Island  Pass,  until  such  vessel  .^hall 
have  been  visited  by  the  quarantine  physician,  except 
authorized  pilots,  and  they  only  for  the  purpose  of  piloting 
such  vessels  into  port,  and  tow  boats  under  the  direction  of 
the  quarantine  physician. 

10.  All  vessels  when  discharged  from  quarantine,  shall 
remove  at  least  one  mile  from  quarantine  limits,  (said  limits 
to  be  designated  by  suitable  buoys),  and  as  directed  by  the 
quarantine  physician. 

11.  No  officer  or  person  in  charge  of  any  vessel  in  quaran- 
tine shall  allow  any  person,  boat  or  craft,  propelled  by  steam 
or  otherwise,  to  come  alongside  or  on  board  his  vessel 
without  the  written  permission  of  the  quarantine  physician. 

12.  The  quarantine  physician  shall  select  a  suitable  point 
near  the  quarantine  station  to  be  designated  as  a  boarding 
station,  and  shall  cause  suitable  instructions  to  be  issued  to 
all  pilots  regarding  the  same. 

13.  The  quarantine  physician  shall  charge  a  fee  of  five 
dollars  for  each  vessel  inspected,  and  a  fee  often  dollars  for 
each  vessel  disinfected,  and  the  cost  of  materials  used  in 
such  disinfection. 

Any  person  violating  these  rules  shall  be  subject  to  a  fine 
of  not  exceeding  three  hundred  dollars  nor  less  than  twenty- 
five  dollars. 

I  will  state  that  the  National  Quarantine  Station  was  not 
removed  during  the  quarantine  season  of  1888  as  Ave  had 
expected.  That  station  being  provided  with  the  necessary 
apparatus  for  disinfection,  vessels  requiring  that  treatment 
were  sent  there.  For  this  reason  no  fees  for  the  disinfection 
of  vessels    were    collected    by     us    during   this    year.     Dr. 
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Champlin,  our  quarantine  physician,  however,  collected 
$65.00  from  vessels  inspected  by  him.  This  amount  he 
accounted  for  by  charging  himself  with  it  on  the  last  account 
rendered  by  him  for  services  and  expenses  that  year.  (See 
voucher  32,  expenses  for  Ship  Island  Quarantine  Station, 
1888.) 

In  1889  the  National  Station  having  been  removed,  Dr. 
Champlin,  quarantine  physician,  collected  and  remitted  to 
us  fees  amounting  to  $820.00,  which  amount  was  deposited  by 
us  in  the  State  Treasury. 

The  following  reports  of  the  quarantine  physician  are 
respectfully  submitted  : 

To  the  President  and  Members  of  the  Mississippi  State  Board  of 
Health  : 

Gentlemen  : — I  deem  it  proper  that  I  give  you  a  short  re- 
port of  service  as  conducted  at  your  Ship  Island  station 
during  the  past  summer,  with  suggestions. 

Complying  with  your  instructions,  I  reported  at  the  island 
on  the  evening  of  the  10th  of  May,  1888,  and  learning  from 
Ordnance  Sergeant  Thomas  Cunningham,  U.  S.  A.,  that  he 
was  in  full  charge  of  the  island,  especially  the  west  end,  I 
requested  permission  to  pitch  tent  and  use  one  of  the  small 
buildings,  to  store  stores,  etc.,  until  I  could  communicate 
with  you,  (knowing  that  a  change  of  programme  would  be 
forced  on  us,  as  the  marine  service  had  not,  nor  would  not 
move  during  season,  as  had  been  anticipated,)  which  he 
kindly  agreed  to. 

Surg.  H.  K.  Carter,  of  the  U.  S.  M.  H.  S.,  in  charge  of 
Gulf  quarantine,  and  I  held  a  meeting  to  decide  what  was 
best  to  do  in  the  premises,  owing  to  the  non-removal  to  Chan- 
deleur  Islands  station,  and  knowing  that  it  would  lead  to 
complications  and  be  absurd  to  have  two  stations  (services) 
on  this  island,  we  agreed  to  act  as  follows,  i.  e.:  I  to  remain  at 
the  west  end  and  hail  or  inspect  all  incoming  vessels,  and  he 
remain  at  Gulf  quarantine,  hold  and  disinfect  all  vessels 
which  I  deemed  proper  to  send  in  to  him.  I  accepted  this, 
thinking  it  the  best  (which  I  do  yet)  that  could  be  done  for 
all  concerned,  and  knowing  that  by  so  doing  much  expense 
would  be  saved  to  our  board.  You  will  remember  that  I  at 
once  called  your  attention  to  this  agreement,  and  was  noti- 
fied by  your  Secretary,  Dr.  Johnston,  that  my  agreement 
was  approved  of. 

I  regretted  much  that,  owing  to  this  agreement,  I  could 
not  consistently  collect  quarantine  fees  of  vessels  sent  in, 
and  Dr.  Carter  feared  that  his  department  would  not  approve 
did  he  do  so,  unless  you  so  requested.  I  wrote  you  as  to 
this  matter,  but  did   not  receive  any  reply   thereto,  which  I 
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regretted.  On  those  vessels  inspected  by  myself  and  not 
sent  in  I  collected  fees  amounting  to  $65.00,  (13  vessels)  and 
accouuted  for.  I  am  of  the  opinion  that  when  the  service  is 
fully  under  your  control  the  fees  will  go  far  in  payment  of 
current  expenses. 

I  waited  patiently  from  month  to  month  for  news  stating 
that  I  would  be  permitted  to  occupy  the  Engineer's  house, 
near  Fort.  Not  securing  it,  I  was  compelled  to  live  in  tents, 
which  I  did  until  two  had  been  destroyed  by  storms,  when 
they  being  useless,  I  got  permission  to  fix  up  a  camp  in  the 
"coal  house."  Here  I  remained  until  close  of  quarantine 
season.  I  can  honestly  assure  you  that  we  had  a  rough  time 
of  it — an  experience  I  trust  I  may  never  be  called  upon  to 
endure  again.  'Twas  this  or  an  abandonment  of  your 
service.     Tents  will  not  suit  island  service. 

I  am  pleased  to  state  that  I  passed  through  the  season 
without  conflict  with  pilots  or  others,  excepting  once  or 
twice;  cause  of  which  will  be  given  if  desired.  I  am  truly 
pleased  to  state  that  nothing,  so  far  as  I  know,  of  the  hast 
unpleasant  character  occurred  between  Surgeon  Carter  and 
myself;  and  I  am  pleased  to  be  able  to  bear  witness  to  his 
superior  fitness  for  the  service.  He  being  a  thorough-going 
officer,  courteous  to  all,  and  at  all  times,  but  firm,  as  a  quar- 
antine officer  should  ever  be. 

I  would  suggest  that,  as  service  is  to  a  certain  extent  de- 
pendent on  them,  that  some  action  be  taken  so  as  to  insure 
the  presence  of  at  least  one  pilot  on  the  Bar  at  all  times.  I 
can  but  believe  pilot  laws  so  contemplate.  Please  investi- 
gate, as  this  was  the  main  reason  for  our  disagreement. 

Another  point  needing  attention,  and  I  think  that  should  be 
incorporated  in  "Rales  and  Regulations,"  is  to  request  harbor 
pilots  to,  at  all  times  (when  weather  permits)  keep  to  the 
•windward  when  hailing  vessels,  and  not  to  lie  alongside  any 
longer  than  is  necesary  to  attend  to  their  duties.  Thus 
avoiding  a  possible  chance  of  themselves  or  vessel  being  in- 
fected.    This  was  another  cause  of  disagreement. 

Now  as  to  "Quarantine  Grounds,"  I  must  believe  that  as 
at  present  marked  they  are  unnecesarily  large  and  deem  it 
advisable  that  they  be  curtailed,  so  as  to  be  about  2x2 1-  mile 
in  extent  in  northeast  by  southwest  direction,  and  that  bouy 
be  (if  easily  moved)  moved  so  as  to  make  this  change,  and 
at  same  time  be  placed  far  enough  north  to  insure  half  a 
mile  distance  between  outside  vessel  and  quarauiine  line. 
If  the  two  bouys  now  there  are  left  for  our  service 
they  should  be  so  placed,  and  then  between  them  plain 
barrel  bouy  could  be  located  on  which  place  flags. 
Say  one  every  half  mile.  If  lines  are  so  delineated  there 
would  be  no  fear  of  infringement.     If  so,    parties    doing  so 
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could  be  successfully  prosecuted.  I  having  doubted  if  such 
could  have  been  done  last  season  as  vessels  often  were  an- 
chored outside  of  line.  Again  as  now,  marked  line  on  east 
taking  in  the  eastern  spit,  and  which  is  of  no  earthly  use  to 
service,  could  be  jised  by  small  crafts  as  anchorage  in 
severe  stress  of  weather,  such  as  often  occurs  here.  Thus 
perhaps  saving  loss  of  life,  and  prevent  infringment  of  quar- 
antine. 

The  "Boarding  Ground"  during  past  summer  was  located 
between  wharf  and  -West  End"  of  Island.  I  would  suggest 
that  this  season  it  be  near  "West  Buoy."  Thus  on  inspec- 
tion of  incoming  vessels,  she  (if  subject  to  quarantine)  can 
continue  on  her  course  east  to  right  anchorage  for  treatment, 
or  if  clean,  turn  south  into  "Ballast  Ground;"  the  old  ground 
would  be  too  distant. 

If  possible  I  would  suggest  that  "Bules  and  Kegulations," 
state  positively  that  Ballast  Lighters  shall  be  fully  under 
control  of  quarantine  physician.  Thus  understood  much 
worry  would  be  avoided  to  your  officer,  and  be  advantageous 
to  station  as  well  as  vessels. 

As  to  carrier  of  store,  mail,  etc.,  I  would  advise  that  your 
officer  be  allowed  to  make  all  arrangements  for  such  service, 
you  agreeing  on  salary.  Much  trouble  could  be  thus  avoided 
and  service  be  done  better  than  if  contract  was  made  as  last 
year.  The  one  taking  contract  would  be  fearful  that  he 
would  be  immediately  discharged,  did  he  fail  to  do  his  duty; 
when,  if  referred  to  you  it  would  take  much  time. 

I  think  it  would  be  well  for  Board  to  state  explicitly  what 
port  should  be  subject  to  quarantine,  or  empower  officer  to 
do  so,  which  would  perhaps  be  best  as  time  might  be  an  ob- 
ject. Officers  could  go  by  marine  service  bulletins;  also  de- 
cide whether  Montivideo  or  Buenes  Ayres  vessels  should  be 
treated  in  quarantine.  Last  season  I  left  them  out  and  no 
harm  resulted,  but  I  learn  that  the  Louisiana  State  Board 
detains  them  three  days  and  disinfects. 

The  service  will  need  a  yawl  for  the  receipt  of  mail,  etc., 
which  will  have  to  be  anchored  out  so  as  to  avoid  infection, 
or  at  least  communication. 

As  to  winter  service  I  can  but  believe  it  is  needed.  I  learn 
that  cities  on  the  Atlantic  coast  have  so  decided,  even  far 
north,  and  we  are  certainly  more  exposed  here.  Sergeant 
Carter  bears  me  out  in  this  belief.  There  are  many  chances 
of  infecting  germs  hybernating  then  rendering  an  outbreak 
not  only  possible  but  probable. 

I  think,  owing  to  great  increase  in  number  of  vessels  .arriv- 
ing a1  this  harbor,  that  next  seasons  service  will  be  an  ardu- 
ous am!  particular  one — one  which  will  need  close  watching 
to  keep  confidence  of  our  neighbors.     There  has  been  since 
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removing    quarantine  restrictions  forty-three    arrivals    and 
twenty-three  vessels  now  loading  at  Ship  Island. 

I  will  he  pleased  to  give  you  all  possible  information  you 
may  wish.  Respectfully  submitted. 

Yours  truly, 

A.  Parker  Champlin, 
Quarantine  Physician. 


To  the  President  and  Members  of  the  Mississippi  State  Board  of 
Health  : 

Dear  Sirs:  I  herewith  respectfully  submit  the  following- 
report  of  service  at  Ship  Island  quarantine  station  during 
past  season,  from  May  1st  to  November  6th,  inclusive,  1889. 

On  receipt  of  your  telegram  on  April  30th,  1889,  stating 
that  the  Executive  Committee  wished  that  quarantine  be 
opened  on  May  1st,  I  at  once  went  to  New  Orleans  and 
purhased  articles — cots,  ovens,  pump,  watering  pots,  sulphur, 
bi-chloride  of  mercury,  alcohol,  etc.,  needed,  bills  of  which 
were  rendered  you.  I  also  purchased  bunting  and  flags  nec- 
essary ;  also  bought  from  Col.  Montrose  six  whisky  barrels 
for  use  as  buoys. 

I  reported  at  station  on  morning  of  the  1st  and  at  once 
went  to  work  placing  buoys  so  as  to  mark  limits  on  watex 
front  and  put  up  flags  on  east  and  west  ends  of  grounds  on 
island. 

Taking  the  Weekly  Bulletin  of  the  U.  S.  Marine  Hospital 
Service,  which  Surgeon-General  Hamilton  kindly  sends  me, 
as  my  guide,  I  at  once  instructed  the  pilots  of  Ship  Island 
Harbor  Pass  to,  when  hailing  vessels,  if  they  were  infected, 
or  came  from  infected  ports,  especially  Brazilian,  Havana, 
and  Yera  Cruz,  also  Colon,  to  order  them  to  report  to 
Marine  Hospital  Service  Quarantine  Station  on  North  Chan- 
deleur  Island,  La.,  Surgeon  Carter  in  charge  ;  all  others  to 
bring  into  my  station,  unless  from  ports  not  subject  to  quar- 
antine, then  later  I  would  inspect  near  ballast  grounds.  I  am 
pleased  to  say  that  but  little  change  was  necessary  during  the 
season.  I  also  requested  that  if  at  any  time  in  doubt  to 
hold  vessel  outside  until  I  could  decide.  I  would  suggest 
that  ere  the  next  season  opens  that  the  question  as  to  what 
duty  the  pilots  can  be  required  to  attend  to  for  Health 
authorities,  and  where  the  hailing  of  incoming  vessels  should 
be  made,  be  plainly  established,  as  there  seems  to  be  a  doubt 
in  their  minds  on  this  point.  At  other  ports  I  learn  that 
pilots  are  required  to  do  this  service,  and  if  the  law  is  made 
plain,  I  do  not  think  that  any  further  trouble  need  be  appre- 
hended here,  as  I  do  not  believe  that  any  one  of  them  inten- 
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tionallj'  wishes  to  antagonize  this  service.  With  exception 
of  one  or  two  mistakes,  no  trouble  has  obtained  this  summer, 
except  delay  in  hailing  vessels. 

The  Service  has  inspected  and  treated  during  the  season 
thirty-two  (32)  barks,  nine  (9)  ships  and  twenty-five  (25) 
schooners,  with  a  total  tonnage  of  forty-one  thousand,  seven 
hundred  and  seventy-five  tons. 

I,  complying  with  Article  "No.  13  of  Exiles  and  Eegulations, 
made  an  estimate  of  actual  cost  of  every  article  used  in 
treatment  of  vessels,  and  have  collected  therefrom  eight 
hundred  and  fifty-nine  dollars  and  five  cents  (§859.05),  and 
have  expressed  to  Dr.  Wirt  Johnston,  your  secretary,  the 
sum  of  eight  hundred  and  twenty  dollars,  and  will  send 
balance  as  soon  as  collected — that  is,  with  exception  of 
twenty-five  dollars,  which  vessels  failed  to  pay.  One  which 
owed  twenty-five  dollars,  on  leaving  lacked  five  dollars  of 
amount  due,  and  four  did  not  pay,  as  I  could  not  at  the  time 
leave  station  to  collect,  and  captain  of  tug.  who  had  kindly 
attended  to  this  duty  for  me.  was  absent,  owing  to  breaking 
down  of  his  tug.  I  would  recommend  that  berealter 
arrangements  be  made  by  which  the  U.  S.  boarding  officer 
can  attend  to  this  service,  as  he  does  for  the  U.  S.  Marine 
Hospital  Service,  as  it  is  almost  impossible  to  collect  at  time 
of  leaving  quarantine,  as  but  few  captains  have  sufficient 
funds  on  hand  until  vessels  clear  and  are  readj-  for  sea. 

As  I  said,  I  regret  this  loss  of  twenty -five  dollars,  ($25. 00) 
as  it  was  from  no  fault  on  my  part ;  but  if  the  board  thinks 
it  right  and  wishes  it,  I  will  pay  the  loss.  I  am  pleased  to 
state  that  I  have  never  heard  a  captain  complain  of  amount 
charged,  or  had  them  refuse  to  pay  this  fee. 

I  would  call  board's  attention  to  a  mistake  made  in  defin- 
ing limits  which  shall  be  subject  to  quarantine.  For  instance, 
rules  and  regulations  says  that  vessels  from  inter-tropical 
America,  yet  I  was  instructed  to  treat  vessels  from  Monti- 
vidio  and  Beunes  Ayres,  S.  A.  Both  these  places  are  south 
of  this  limit.  I  would  suggest  that  wording  be  changed  to 
"all  South  American  ports,"  as  I  believe  the  Florida  rules  and 
regulations  has  adopted. 

I  would  also  advise  that  a  proclamation  ordering  quaran- 
tine be  published  for  one  to  one  and  a  half  months  previous 
to  its  opening.  Also  that  it  be  published  in  Coast  and  Xew 
Orleans  and  Mobile  papers,  or  at  least  that  papers  in  these 
cities  be  requested  to  call  attention  to  the  time  decided  on 
for  opening  of  quarantine.  Thus,  much  trouble  would  be 
avoided  to  shipping,  and  adverse  criticism  be  avoided. 

During  the  months  of  May  and  October  I  modified  treat- 
ment of  vessels,  not  being  so  thorough  as  during  other 
months.     I  used   between  30  and  33  J   lbs  of  sulphur  to  each 
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100-tons  register  in  fumigating,  closing  everything,  hold, 
forecastle  and  cabin,  for  24  hours.  Then  thoroughly  washed 
same  down  with  solution  of  mercuric  bicloride,  1  to  500  to 
1  to  1000.  If  on  entry  the  vessel  was  clean,  and  as  was  some- 
time the  case,  (especially  was  this  the  case  with  Messrs. 
Poitevent  &  Favre  and  Mr.  Leenhardt's  vessels,)  I  gave  them 
credit  for  this  attention  to  sanitary  duties,  and  did  not  treat 
so  rigid. 

So  as  to  avoid  conflicts,  I  would  request  that  for  the  bene- 
fit of  State  Board's  service,  that  you  instruct  your  stations 
as  to  what  time  each  vessel  should  he  detained  after  treat- 
ment; also,  to  instruct  as  to  what  ports  should  be  placed  on 
the  suspicious  list,  and  those  which  could  be  placed  under 
class  1st.  For  instance,  if  Progresso,  Mexico,  is  to  be  placed 
in  class  2nd  of  quarantine  regulations,  we  must,  in  justice  to 
that  place,  and  shipping  enjoyed  in  her  trade,  also  place  Key 
West,  Fla.,  in  same  class.  The  first  mentioned  place  is  cer- 
tainly as  healthy  as  the  latter  and  much  more  distant  from 
an  infected  locality.  Eecord  of  past  summer  proves  justice 
of  this  belief. 

Agreeable  to  your  request,  I  have  stored  board's  stores  in 
a  room  rented  from  Colonel  Montrose.  The  boat  I  will  have 
placed  in  my  yard.  I  deemed  it  unnecessary  to  bring  over 
the  transfer  flat,  so  left  it  on  the  island.  The  tents,  stove, 
and  much  of  tha  old  stock  was  worn  out;  thus  condemned 
as  useless,  not  worth  moving.  I  woxild  suggest  that  thanks 
are  due  Surg. -Gen.  Hamilton  and  Surgeon  H.  P.  Carter  for 
many  acts  of  kindness  rendered  our  service. 

I  can  but  recommend  that  service  should  secure  and  put 
down  at  least  two  iron  buoys,  so  as  to  better  mark  grounds. 
The  barrels  were  a  failure,  soon  washing  away.  Thanks  are 
also  due  Lieutenant  Mead,  of  light-house  service,  for  kindly 
moving  one  of  the  old  buoys  to  a  more  suitable  point. 

Trusting  this  report  will  meet  your  approval,  and  holding 
myself  ready  to  answer  any  question  you  may  deem  neces- 
sary, I  am 

Yours  truly, 

A.  Parker  Champlain, 

Quarantine  Physician. 

Biloxi,  Miss.,  December  14,  1889. 


In  1889  I  am  pleased  to  say  that  we  succeeded  in  securing 
the  use  of  the  national  quarantine  buildings  on  the  Island 
which  afforded  us  comfortable  quarters  for  our  quarantine 
physician  and  the  employees  at  the  station.  The  following 
letters  relating  to  this  subject  are  respectfutly  submitted : 
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Treasury  Department,  ") 

Washington,  May  4,  1889.  j 

Dr.  Wirt  Johnston,   Secretary,   State   Board  of  Health,  Jackson, 

Miss. 

Sir I  am  in  receipt  of  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War 

to  the  effect  that  he  has  no  objection  to  the  use  of  the  build- 
ings on  Ship  Island,  built  by  the  National  Board  of  Health. 
The  Marine-Hospital  Bureau  has  none,  and  you  are  there- 
fore authorized  to  use  such  of  them  as  you  may  require,  sub- 
ject to  recall  at  any  time,  should  the  department  desire  to 
use  them.  Respectfully  yours, 

GrEO.    S.    BATELULLY, 

Acting  Secretary. 


:  j 

89.) 


Treasury  Department,  Office  of  the  Supervising 

SuRGEON-GrENERAL  U.  S.  MARINE-HOSPITAL  SERVICE, 

Washington,  May  9,  1889 

Br.  Wirt   Johnston,   Secretary  State  Board  of  Health,   Jackson, 

Miss. 

Sir I  have  to  inform  you  that  there  is  no  objection  ontbe 

part  of  this  Bureau  to  the  temporary  transfer  to  your  cus- 
tody of  such  buildings  as  remain  on  Ship  Island  that  were 
occupied  by  this  service  for  quarantine  purposes.  This 
transfer,  however,  is  temporary,  and  subject  to  re-call  at  any 
time,  if  the  exigencies  of  the  service  should  require  the  use 
of  the  building.  I  do  not  know  that  any  such  may  arise,  but 
it  is  barely  possible  that  they  may'  at  some  future  time  be 
wanted.  This  service  will  gladly  co-operate  with  you  at  all 
times  in  the  protection  of  the  seaboard  in  any  manner  you 
may  from  time  to  time  suggest. 

Respectfully  yours, 

John  B.  Hamilton, 
Supervising  Surgeon-General,  M.  H.  S. 


.JACKSON    COUNTY    SEA-COAST    QUARANTINE. 

The  following  report  of  the  quarantine  physician  at  the 
Round  Island  Station  for  the  years  1888  aud  1889  are  re- 
spectfully submitted : 

To  the  Board  of  Health  of  Jackson  County  : 

I  submit  the  following  as  my  report  of  the  operation  of 
quarantine  at  the  port  of  Pascagoula  for  the  season  of  1888, 
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By  your  instructions  I  took  up  quarters  at  the  station  on 
Bound  Island,  on  May  15th,  with  two  boatmen  and  a  cook, 
where  we  remained  continuously  until  November  3d,  when 
we  left  the  Island  and  inforced  quarantine  from  the  main 
land  until  its  close,  on  the  15th  of  the  same  month. 

During  the  season  I  have  boarded  ninety-two  vessels,  fifty- 
one  of  which  were  detained  in  quarantine  for  observation 
and  disinfection.  There  has  been  no  sickness  of  a  conta- 
gious or  infectious  character  at  the  station  during  the  sea- 
son. Several  vessels,  however,  had  malarial  fever  on  board, 
of  a  severe  type,  which  readily  yielded  to  a  vigorous  use  of 
quinine. 

I  do  not  deem  it  necessary  to  incumber  this  report  with  a 
detailed  statement  of  the  character  of  the  vessels,  and  the 
ports  from  whence  they  sailed,  which  have  arrived  at  the 
station  during  the  season,  as  it  has  already  been  done  in  my 
monthly  reports,  suffice  it  to  say  that  a  majority  of  them 
were  from  tropical  ports,  requiring  great  vigilance  and 
care  in  the  enforcement  of  quarantine  restrictions. 

While  I  consider  the  length  of  time  for  the  detention  of 
vessels  in  quarantine,  quite  sufficient  to  iusure  the  health  of 
the  port,  as  two  of  our  neighboring  ports  require  a  much  long- 
er time,  one  of  them  an  absolute  non-intercourse  system,  may 
it  not  be  well  for  you  hereafter  to  act  somewhat  with  refer- 
enee  to  their  peculiar  views  and  wishes  in  that  matter,  as  on 
the  slightest  pretenses  they  might  quarantine  against  us  on 
the  ground  of  alleged  inefficiency. 

The  bills  and  receipts  of  quarantine  fees  have  been  for- 
warded to  the  Secretary  together  with  the  monthly  expendi- 
tures. Everything  has  moved  along  smoothly  and  quietly 
in  the  enforcement  of  quarantine  during  the  season. 

The  boat  purchased  for  use  at  the  station  answers  all 
requirements,  and  is  as  safe  and  staunch  as  any  boat  of 
her  size  could  well  be.  Kespectfully, 

E.  F.  Griffin, 

Health  Officer. 

Bespectfully  submitted  to  the  State  Board  of   Health. 

J.  W.  Stewart, 
Secretary  County  Board   of  Health. 


To  the  Honorable  the  State  Board  of  Health  of  Mississippi : 

The  following  is  submitted  as  my  report  of  the  conduct  of 
quarantine  at  the  port  of  Pascagoula,  for  the  season  of  1889. 
Quarantine  was  commenced  May  the  1st,  flag  hoisted  at  the 
station  and  eveiything  put  in  readiness  for  operation. 

From  the  1st  to  the  15th  vessels  were  boarded  from  the 
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main  land.  On  the  latter  date  I  took  up  my  quarters  perma- 
nently on  Round  Island  with  a  crew  of  two  boatmen  and  a 
cook.  I  left  the  island  on  November  the  1st  and  quarantine 
was  raised  on  the  6th.  During  the  season  one  hundred  and 
four  vessels  arrived  at  the  station,  divided  into  the  follow- 
ing classes: 

Barks,  thirty-five;  brigs, five;  ships,  one;  schooners,  fifty- 
five  ;  steamships,,  three;  steamboats,  three. 

Of  these  sixty-two  were  from  inter-tropical  ports  in  the  West 
Indies,  Central  and  South  America,  and  Mexico.  '  The  others 
were  from  various  domestic  and  continental  ports.  Three 
vessels  known  to  have  been  infected,  arrived  at  the  station 
during  the  season.  The  British  Bark  Gaspe,  from  Bio 
Janeiro,  Spanish  Bark  Maria  and  American  Schooner  Lena 
R.  Stover  from  Havana. 

All  of  these  were  sent  to  the  North  Gulf  Refuge  Station 
at  Chandeleur  Islands,  for  detention  and  disinfection,  and 
returned  to  this  port  in  due  time  for  cargo,  there  having 
been  no  further  appearance  of  fever  on  board. 

Have  had  no  trouble  whatever  in  enforcing  quarantine 
restrictions,  and  there  has  been  no  infractions  of  the  rttles 
and  regulations  or  any  disposition  manifested  to  do  so. 
While  there  is  a  slight  improvement  in  the  reliability  of 
consular  bills  of  health,  I  desire  again  to  call  your  attention 
to  the  great  inefficiency  of  the  sj'stem  and  general  want  of 
reliability,  which  certainly  could  be  corrected  to  a  large 
extent  through  the  office  of  the  Surgeon-General,  M.  H.  S. 
and  State  Department  at  Washington. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

E.  F.  Griffin, 
Quarantine  Physician. 

Pascagoula,  Nov.  6,  1889. 

Approved  by  the  Jackson  County  Board  of  Health. 

J.  W.  Stewart,  Sec'y. 

In  October,  1889,  a  report  having  reached  us  that  there 
wen-  cases  of  yellow  fever  in  Scranton,  we  at  once  tele- 
graphed Mr.  J.  W.  Stewart,  Secretary  of  the  Jackson 
County  Board  of  Health,  requesting  him  to  have  the  sick- 
ness investigated,  and  received  the  following  reply  from  him  : 

Moss  Point,  Miss.,  October  31,  1889. 

Dr.  Wirt  Johnston,  Sec'y  State  Board  of  Health,  Jackson,  Miss.: 

My  Dear  Doctor  : — In  reply  to  your  telegram  of  yester- 
day I  am  pleased  to  tell  you  that  there  is  not,  nor  has  there 
been,  any  suspicious  sickness  at  Scranton.  There  have  been 
a  few  eases  of  fever  there  for  several  weeks,  one  of  which 
was  fatal,  the  history  of  which   is,  that  Ellis  Alby,  aged  18, 
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went  to  New  Orleas  between  the  15th  and  20th  of  Septem- 
ber; was  there  a  few  days  and  on  his  return  home  was  taken 
sick.  He  had  fever  about  ten  or  twelve  days,  and  was  do- 
ing well  up  to  October  3d,  when  his  brain  became  affected  and 
died  on  October  4th.  Dr.  Cox  attended  the  case  and  is  my 
authority.  A  few  days  after  the  young  man  died  his  mother 
took  sick  and  was  very  low,  but  is  now  all  right.  I  saw  her 
husband,  Mr.  C.  H.  Alby,  on  Tuesday,  the  29th,  and  he  is  my 
authority.  A  young  man,  named  Poitevan,  had  been  over 
in  Florida,  at  work  for  some  lumber  company,  and  on  his 
return  was  taken  sick  with  tever,  and  at  one  time  was  very 
low,  but  is  now  up  and  able  to  be  at  his  work.  Mr.  J.  P. 
Delmas  also  had  a  close  call,  but  he  is  well.  Drs.  Cox  and 
Moore,  of  Scranton,  and  Bragg  and  McTnnis,  of  Moss  Point, 
were  the  attending  physicians,  and  a  few  here  were  uneasy 
and  feared  that  it  might  be  yellow  fever,  but  the  feeling 
was  unnecessary.  The  cause  was  a  local  one.  "We  have  had 
very  little  rain  since  July,  and  the  water  is  bad,  both  here 
and  at  Scranton,  and  had  it  not  been  for  the  cool  spell  we 
had,  I  think  there  would  have  been  more  of  the  same  kind 
of  sickness.  Had  there  been  any  suspicions,  I  would  have 
wired  you  and  asked  for  an  expert;  but  we  did  not  at  any 
time  deem  it  necessary.  There  is  very  little  sickness  now, 
either  here  or  in  Scranton. 

I  am  very  truly  yours, 

J.  W.  Stewart, 
Secretary  County  Board  of  Health. 

In  conclusion  I  will  state  that  the  Legislature  of  1888,  au- 
thorized the  Board  to  expend  as  much  as  $1,000  for  the  pur- 
chase of  vaccine  virus  to  be  distributed  throughout  the 
State,  but  it  was  thought  by  the  Board  to  be  an  unnecessary 
expenditure  and  it  was  therefore  decided  to  not  do  so  unless 
small-pox  should  make  its  appearance  in  the  State. 

AVIRT  JOHNSTOX, 
Secretary  State  Board  of  Health. 


MINUTES,  1888. 


Jackson,  Miss.,  March  12,  1888. 

The  State  Board  of  Health  met  at  10  o'clock  a.  m.  There 
were  present :  Drs.  Kittrell,  Hyer,  Blanks,  Taylor,  Kells 
and  Johnston. 

In  the  absence  of  Dr.  Sale,  President,  on  motion  of  Dr. 
Kells,  Dr.  Taylor  was  elected  President  pro  tern. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Hyer  the  Board  proceeded  to  the  elec- 
tion of  a  Secretary  for  the  ensuing  six  years.  Dr.  Wirt 
Johnston  was  placed  in  nomination  by  Dr.  Hyer  and  was 
unanimously  elected  Secretary  of  the  State  Board  of  Health 
for  the  ensuing  term  of  six  years. 

The  Board  then  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  President 
for  the  ensuing  year,  whereupon  Dr.  W.  F.  Hyer  was  unan- 
imously elected. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Kittrell  the  following  Executive  Com- 
mittee was  elected  for  the  ensuing  year:  Drs.  Kells,  Edwards 
and  Johnston.     Dr.  Johnston  was  designated  as  chairman. 

The  following  nominations  were  made  for  Chief  Health 
Officers  of  Counties : 

Adams Dr.  L.  E.  Profilet Natchez. 

Alcorn Dr.  W.  H.  McDougal .  .Kienzi. 

Benton Dr.  T.  J.  Jackson Michigan  City. 

Bolivar Dr.  J.  E.  Halbert Mound  Landing. 

Carroll Dr.  G.  W.  Vasser.  .  .  .    Carrollton. 

Chickasaw Dr.  J.  H.  Murfee Okolona. 

Clay Dr.  B.  A.  Duncan West  Point. 

Covington Dr.  Alex  Fairley Mt.  Olive. 

Hinds Dr.  W.   E.  Todd Clinton. 

Holmes Dr.  G.  C.  Phillips.  .  .  .Lexington. 

Kemper Dr.  W.  H.  Lipscomb.  .Scooba. 

Lafayette Dr.  King Oxford. 

Lee Dr.  J.  M.  Hoyle Tupelo. 

Leflore Dr.  M.  G.  Davis Greenwood. 

Lowndes Dr.  B.  A.  Vaughan ....  Columbus. 

Madison Dr.  J.  W.   Ellis Canton. 

Marshall Dr.  Chesley  Daniel.  .  .Holly  Springs. 

Monroe Dr.  J.  M.  Greene Aberdeen. 

Montgomery Dr.  McLean Winona. 
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Newton Dr.  A.  J.  Pennington.. Decatur. 

Noxubee Dr.  H.  A.  Minor Macon. 

Oktibbeha Dr.  W.  N.  Ames Starkville. 

Rankin Dr.  W.  H.  White Brandon. 

Prentiss Dr.  D.  T.  Price Booneville. 

Tallahatchie Dr.  J.  R.  Crow Charleston. 

Tate Dr.  J.  L.  Roseborough .  Senatobia. 

Tishomingo Dr.  W.  A.  Hodges.  .  .  .Iuka. 

Yalobusha Dr.  H.  A.  GanL Water  Valley. 

The  following  accounts  of  members  were  allowed  :  Dr.  J. 
H.  Blanks,  $15.30;  Dr.  J.  M.  Taylor,  §17.50;  Dr.  B.  F.  Kit- 
trell,  $25.20;  Dr.  Robert  Kells,  $3.00;  Dr.  W.  F.  Hyer, 
818.60. 

On  motion,  the  Board  adjourned  to  meet  at  Bay  St.  Louis 
on  Wednesday,  March  14th. 


Bay  St.  Louis,  Miss.,  March  14,  1888. 

The  State  Board  of  Health  met  at  10  o'clock,  a.  m. 

In  the  absence  of  the  President,  Dr.  J.  M.  Taylor  was 
elected  President  pro  tern.  There  were  present,  Drs.  Blanks, 
Toombs,  Taylor,  Hyer,  Bennett4  Kells  and  Johnston.  There 
were  present  by  invitation :  Dr.  A.  P.  Champlin,  Ex-Presi- 
dent Hancock  County  Board  of  Health;  D.  B.  Seal  and  E. 
J.  Bowers,  ex-members  County  Board  of  Health ;  Dr.  R.  J. 
Turner,  President  Board  of  Health,  Bay  St.  Louis;  Hon. 
Jas.  A.  Ullnian,  Mayor  and  member  City  Board  of  Health, 
and  J.  V.  Toulme,  member  City  Board  of  Health. 

By  request  of  the  President,  Dr.  Johnston  explained  to 
the  gentlemen  present  the  provisions  of  the  new  law  provid- 
ing for  Boards  of  Health  and  Quarantine  in  the  counties  of 
Hancock  and  Harrison,  and  invited  them  to  make  sugges- 
tions to  the  Board. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Kells,  the  Board  proceeded  to  nominate 
a  Board  of  Health  for  Hancock  County,  and  the  following 
gentlemen  were  unanimously  nominated :  Dr.  A.  P.  Champ- 
lin, D.  B.  Seal,  John  Poitevent,  Dr.  J.  A.  Mead  and  D. 
Carver. 

After  an  interchange  of  views  between  the  members  of  the 
Board  and  the  gentlemen  present,  it  was  decided  to  estab- 
lish a  quarantine  station  on  Ship  Island. 

The  bill  of  Dr.  Blanks  for  §28.00  for  per  diem  and  ex- 
penses was  allowed. 

The  Board  adjourned  to  meet  at  Biloxi. 


Biloxi,  Miss.,  March  14,  1888. 
The  Board  met  at  8:30  p.  m.,  Dr.  Taylor,  President  pro  tern. 
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in  the  chair.  There  were  present,  Drs.  Hyer,  Toombs,  Tay- 
lor, Kells,  Bennett  and  Johnston.  The  following  gentlemen 
were  present  by  invitation :  Dr.  J.  J.  Harry,  Dr.  A.  P. 
Champlin,  Mr.  J.  W.  Stewart,  Secretary  Jackson  County 
Board  of  Health;  Dr.  Pelaez,  Mr.  Wilkes,  of  the  Biloxi 
Herald  ;    Dr.  Aldridge,  Capt.  Walker  and  Mr.  Montross. 

Dr.  Taylor  explained  that  the  object  of  the  meeting  was 
to  confer  with  the  citizens  in  regard  to  the  administration  of 
quarantine  under  the  law  recently  enacted.  Remarks  were 
made  by  Dr.  Pelaez,  Mr.  Stewart,  Capt.  Walker,  Dr.  Harry 
and  Mr.  Montross.  After  a  free  interchange  of  views  it  was 
decided  that  a  quarantine  on  Ship  Island  would  be  the  only 
station  necessary  for  the  protection  of  Harrison  county. 

The  following  bills  of  members  for  expenses  and  per  diem 
were  allowed :  E.  S.  Toombs,  $52.35 ;  J.  M.  Taylor,  $50.30 ; 
W.  F.  Hyer,  $49.40;  J.  W.  Bennett,  $31.40;  Robert  Kells, 
$36.30  ;  Wirt  Johnston,  $26.30. 

On  motion,  the  Board  adjourned. 


Biloxi,  Miss.,  April  20,  1888. 

The  State  Board  of  Health  met  at  the  Montross  Hotel. 
There  were  present,  Dr.  Hyer,  President ;  Drs.  Wright,  Kit- 
trell,  Toombs,  Bennett,  Sale,  Hill  and  Johnston.  The  Board 
proceeded  to  Ship  Island  on  the  Revenue  Cutter,  Seward, 
to  select  a  location  for  a  quarantine  station.  The  Board 
returned  at  1:30  p.  m.,  and  met  at  3  p.  m. 

The  following  resolution,  offered  by  Dr.  Hill,  was  adopted  : 
Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  is  requested  to  telegraph  Dr. 
Hamilton,  Supervising  Surgeon-General  Marine  Hospital 
Service,  that  the  building  and  location  tendered  the  Board 
are  wholly  unsuited  for  our  purposes,  and  ask  him  for  the 
use  of  the  residence  building  at  the  quarantine  station;  and 
in  case  of  a  refusal,  that  we  proceed  te  erect  a  suitable 
building. 

On  motion,  Drs.  Hyer,  Kittrell,  Hill,  and  Toombs  were  ap- 
pointed a  committee  to  purchase  two  boats,  one  a  sail  boat 
and  theother  a  skiff,  for  the  use  of  the  Ship  Island  Quar- 
antine Station. 

The  following  gentlemen  were  nominated  as  a  Board  of 
Health  for  Harrison  county:  Dr.  J.  J.  Harry,  Maj.  Calvit 
Roberts,  Dr.  J.  B.  Wilkinson,  Capt.  John  Walker  and  A.  J. 
Ramsey. 

Dr.  A.  P.  Champlin  was   elected  Quarantine  Physician  at 
the  Ship  Island  Station,  for  this  season. 
The  Board  adjourned. 
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NIGHT    SESSION. 

The  Board  met  at  9  o'clock  and  proceeded  to  the  consid- 
eration of  rules  for  the  government  of  the  Ship  Island  Quar- 
antine Station. 

Adiourned  at  11  o'clock. 


Biloxi,  Miss.,  April  21,  1888. 

The  Board  met  9  o'clock.  Present:  Dr.  W.  F.  Hyer, 
President ;  Drs.  Kittrell,  Toombs,  "Wright,  Hill  and  Johnston. 

The  consideration  of  rules  for  the  Ship  Island  station  was 
resumed,  and,  after  some  discussion,  the  whole  matter  was 
referred  to  the  executive  committee. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Kittrell  it  was  decided  to  commence  in- 
spections at  Ship  Island  on  May  iOth. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Toombs,  the  bid  of  Mr.  H.  C.James  to 
furnish  a  vessel  and  to  carry  mail  and  supplies  to  the  station, 
at  860.00  a  month,  was  accepted. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Kittrell,  the  salary  of  the  quarantine 
physician  was  fixed  at  8250.00  a  month,  and  he  to  supply 
himself. 

On  motion,  two  assistants  were  allowed  the  quarantine 
physician. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Toombs,  it  was  decided  to  erect  tents  for 
temporary  use  in  conducting  quarantine  on  Ship  Island. 

The  following  offered  by  Toombs  was  adopted  : 

Resolved,  That  Dr.  Carter,  the  representative  of  the 
United  States  Marine  Hospital  Service,  now  in  charge  of  the 
Ship  Island  Station,  be  requested  to  act  as  quarantine  officer 
for  this  Board,  in  the  inspection  of  vessels  until  the  10th  day 
of  May  next,  when  our  quarantine  service  on  said  island 
shall  begin. 

The  following  offered  by  Dr.  Hill  was  adopted  : 

Resolved,  That  the  cordial  thanks  of  the  members  of  the 
Mississippi  State  Board  of  Health  are  hereby  tendered  Hon. 
T.  M.  Favre,  port  collector,  Capt.  Parker  and  the  officers  of 
the  Revenue  Cutter  Seward,  for  their  kindness  and  courteous 
attention  in  transporting  the  Board  from  Biloxi  to  Ship 
Island  and  back. 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Board  be  requested  to 
transmit  a  copy  of  this  resolution  to  Mr.  Favre  and  Captain 
Parker. 

The  committee  appointed  to  purchase  a  boat  for  the  quar- 
antine station  reported,  recommending  that  the  quarantine 
physician  be  authorized  to  purchase  a  16  foot  Whitehall  or 
other  suitable  boat.     On  motion  the  report  was  adopted. 

On  motion  the  resolution  of  the  Board  which  prohibits  the 
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issuance  of  temporary  licenses  to  practice  medicine,  to  non 
residents  whose  practice  extends  into  this  State,  was  re 
scinded. 

The  following  bills  of  members  for  expenses  aud  per  diem 
were  allowed  :  Dr.  Toombs,  $61.60  ;  Dr.  Sale,  $52.00  ;  Dr. 
Kittrell,  $61.50;-  Dr.  Wright,  $63.60  ;  Dr.  Hill,  $45.50  ;  Dr. 
Hyer,  $64.90  ;  Dr.  Bennett,  $30.50  ;    Dr.  Johnston,  $35.30. 

On  motion  the  Board  adjourned. 


Jackson,  Miss.,  August  4,  1888. 

The  Board  met  at  10  a.  m.  Present :  Drs.  Bennett,  Sale, 
Dancy,  Wright,  Moore,  Hunter  and  Johnston. 

In  the  absence  of  Dr.  Hyer,  President,  Dr.  Dancy  was 
called  to  the  chair. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Sale,  Dr.  Moore  was  appointed  a  com- 
mittee to  prepare  resolutions  expressive  of  the  sense  of  the 
Board  in  regard  to  the  quarantine  established  by  the  execu- 
tive committee  to  prevent  the  introduction  of  yellow  fever 
into  this  State.  Dr.  Moore  presented  the  following  resolu- 
tion, which  was  unanimously  adopted  : 

Resolved,  That  the  State  Board  of  Health  hereby  approve 
the  action  of  the  executive  committee  in  establishing  quar- 
antine stations  on  the  border  of  the  State,  in  all  directions 
from  which  yellow  fever  would  be  likely*  to  enter  the  State 
from  infected  points  in  the  State  of  Florida,  and  that  we 
recommend  that  the  same  be  continued  so  long  as  in  the 
judgment  of  the  executive  committee  it  is  necessary. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Bennett,  the  executive  committee  was 
instructed  to  equip  the  quarantine  stations  so  as  to  put  them 
in  condition  for  the  requirements  of  the  service. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Wright  it  was  agreed  that  the  quarantine 
stations  now  established  are  all  that  are  nccessaiy  at  present. 

On  motion  the  Board  adjourned  until  3:30  p.  M. 


AFTERNOON    SESSION. 


The  Board  was  called  to  order  at  2:30  r.  m.  Dr.  J.  F. 
Hunter  was  selected  a  member  of  the  executive  committee, 
vice  Dr.  Bobert  Kells,  deceased. 

The  Board  decided  to  not  procure  and  distribute  vaccine 
virus,  as  authorized  by  law,  unless  small-pox  should  make 
its  appearance  in  the  State. 

The  appeal  of  Dr.  W.  P.  B from  the  decision  of  the 

censors  of  the  4th  district,  refusing  him  a  license  to  practice 
medicine,  was  taken  up  and  the  action  of  the  censors  con- 
firmed. 

On  motion  the  Board  adjourned. 
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RECEIPTS  AND  EXPENDITURES  IN  1888. 


POSTAGE,  EXPRESSAGE    AND  TELEGRAMS  (CONTINGENT  FUND.) 

1888.  DR. 

Mar.     26 To  amount  from  Auditor $  9  97 

Nov.     16 — To  amount  from  Auditor 47  45 

Dec.      31— To  amount  from  Auditor 10  00 

To  amount  due  Secretary  to  balance.  .  1  00 

8  68  42 
1888.                                      Cr. 
Jan.   27 — By  postoffice  box  rent  for  quarter  end- 
ing March  31 $  2  00 

Feb.     21 — By  telegram  sent 30 

Mar.     12 — By  telegrams  sent  and  received 2  72 

14 — By  telegrams  sent 95 

21 — By  postage  stamps 4  00 

April  11 — By  telegrams  sent  and  received 2  40 

12 — By  telegrams  received 55 

20— By  telegram    sent 1   30 

20 — By   postoffice   box   rent    for    quarter 

'ending  June  30 2  00 

25 — By  postage  stamps 4  00 

26 — By  telegram  sent  ...    ....  35 

May     23 — By  telegram  sent 75 

June    21 — By  expressage  on  money  package  to 

Biloxi 80 

July     17 — By   postoffice    box    rent    for    quarter 

ending  September  30 2  00 

26 — By  expressage  on  money  package  to 

Biloxi 80 

26 — By  telegram  sent 1  05 

28 — By  telegram  received , 180 

Aug.      15 — By  expressage  on  quarantine  rules.  .  1  00 
25 — By  expressage  on  money  package  to 

Biloxi 75 

30 — By  postage  stamps 4  00 

Sept.     17 — By  postage  stamps 4  00 

22 — By  postage  stamps 8  00 

Oct.        6 — By  postage  stamps 1  00 

11 — By  expressage  on  package  from  Aber- 
deen    25 

23 — By  postoffice  box  rent  for  quarter  end- 

ing  December  31 2  00 

13 — By  expressage  on  money  packages  sent  3  90 

29 — By  expressage  on  package  to  Biloxi.  75 
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Nov. 
Dec. 

Nov. 
Dec. 


15 — By  postage  stamps 

31 — By  bills  for  postage  stamps  for  Dr. 
Hyer,  President  of  the  Board 

29 — By  telegram  sent 

15 — By  express  charges  on  money  sent  to 
Dr.  Champlin,  for  Ship  Island 
Quarantine  Station 


4  00 

10  00 
50 


50 


68  42 


1888. 
>ct.      13- 
13- 
13- 
13 

FOR  QUARANTINE  purposes. 
Dr. 

To  amount  from  Auditor 

To  amount  from  Auditor 

-To  amount  from  Auditor 

To  amount  from  Auditor 

$       288  70 

26  55 

359  07 

19  08 

13 

-To  amount  from  Auditor 

467  27 

13- 

-To  amount  from  Auditor 

7  75 

13- 
13- 

-To  amount  from  Auditor 

-To  amount  from  Auditor 

25  00 
40  76 

13- 
13- 

-To  amount  from  Auditor 

-To  amount  from  Auditor 

2  70 
11  50 

13- 

-To  amount  from  Auditor 

3  00 

13- 

-To  amount  from  Auditor 

37  10 

22- 

-To  amount  from  Auditor 

17  95 

22- 

-To  amount  from  Auditor   

41  50 

22- 
22- 
22- 
22 

-To  amount  from  Auditor 

-To  amount  from  Auditor 

-To  amount  from  Auditor 

To  amount  from  Auditor 

9  50 

49  00 

19  50 

219  25 

22- 
22- 

-To  amount  from  Auditor 

To  amount  from  Auditor   

60  25 
70  25 

22- 

—To  amount  from  Auditor 

64  50 

22- 
22- 
22- 

—To  amount  from  Auditor 

—To  amount  from  Auditor 

—To  amount  from  Auditor 

72  50 

40  50 

255  00 

22- 

—To  amount  from  Auditor 

19  55 

22- 

26- 

—To  amount  from  Auditor 

—To  amount  from  Auditor 

68  25 
260  00 

27- 
27 

To  amount  from  Auditor 

—To  amount  from  Auditor 

51  25 

34  50 

27- 
27- 
29 

—To  amount  from  Auditor 

—To  amount  from  Auditor 

—To  amount  from  Auditor 

52  00 
50  83 
66  50 

29- 

—To  amount  from  Auditor 

66  50 

29- 

—To  amount  from  Auditor 

42  25 

29- 

—To  amount  from  Auditor 

297  83 

Oct. 

29- 

29- 

29- 

29- 

29- 

31- 

31- 

31- 

31- 

*Nov. 

9- 

* 

9- 

* 

9- 

* 

9- 

16- 

16- 

16- 

16- 

16- 

16- 

Dec. 

4- 

Dec. 

12- 

fDec. 

15- 

fDec. 

15- 

fDec. 

15- 

Dec. 

31 

fDec. 

15- 

Dec. 

26- 
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-To  amount  from  Auditor 60  00 

-To  amount  from  Auditor 285  25 

-To  amount  from  Auditor   66  50 

-To  amount  from  Auditor 58  50 

-To  amount  from  Auditor 1,167  75 

-To  amount  from  Auditor 30  77 

-To  amount  from  Auditor 326  66 

-To  amount  from  Auditor 132  25 

-To  amount  from  Auditor 10  00 

-To  amount  from  Auditor 34  50 

-To  amount  from  Auditor 576  15 

-To  amount  from  Auditor 307  23 

-To  amount  from  Auditor 145  91 

-To  amount  from  Auditor 4  95 

-To  amount  from  Auditor 36  90 

-To  amount  from  Auditor 366  65 

-To  amount  from  Auditor 58  33 

-To  amount  from  Auditor   101  83 

-To  amount  from  Auditor 52  25 

-To  amount  from  Auditor 62  50 

-To  amount  from  Auditor 139  54 

-To  amount  from  Auditor 24  50 

-To  amount  from  Auditor 76  80 

-To  amount  from  Auditor 70  00 

—To  amount  from  Auditor 30   15 

-To  amount  from  Auditor 312  70 

-To  amount  from  Auditor   10  00 


$    7,766  21 


1888.  Cr. 

Oct.      13 By  bill  of  B.  A.   Cragin    for   articles 

furnished  quarantine  station  on  M. 
&  O.  B.  B I 

13 By  bill  Dr.  Geo.  L.  Izard  for  services 

as  quarantine  officer,  and  expenses 
for  month  ending  September  14,  M. 
&  O.  B.  B 

13 By  bill  John  W.  Barr  for  expenses  as 

sanitary  policeman  at  quarantine 
station  on  M.  &  O.  B.  B.  for  1  month 
ending  September  14 

13 By  bill  Dr.  J.  M.  Buchanan  for  ser- 
vices as  quarantine  officer  on  A.  G. 
S.  B.  B.  for  one  month,  beginning 
August  16 

*  The  Auditor  has  these  dates  November 7th. 
t   The  Auditor  has  these  dates  December  14th. 
H-4 


30  10 


232  90 


25  70 


200  00 
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Oct.  13 — By  bill  Dr.  J.  M.  Bucbanan,  quaran- 
tine officer  on  A.  G.  S.  B.  B.  for  ex- 
penses  

13 — By  bill  W.  M.  Stone  for  services  as 
sanitary  policeman  for  one  month's 
services  on  A.  G.  S.  B.  B 

13 — By  bill  Wm.  Jones  for  25  days  services 
as  cook  at  quarantine  station  on  A. 
G.  S.  B.  B 

13 — By  bill  McG-raw  &  Hubbard  tor  sup- 
plies furnished  quarantine  station 
on  A.  G.  S.  B.  B 

13 — By  bill  A.  McMillan  for  articles  fur- 
nished quarantine  stations 

13 — By  bill  Tom  Lyle  for  supplies  fur- 
nished quarantine  station  on  E.  T., 
V.  &  G.  B.  B 

13 — By  bill  Meridian  Ice  Company  for  ice 
furnished  quarantine  station  on  E. 
T.,  V.  &  G.  B.  B 

13 — By  bill  I.  F.  Ethridge  for  articles  fur- 
nished quarantine  station  on  E.  T., 
V.  &  G.  B.  B 

13— By  bill  I.  F.  Ethridge  for  articles  fur- 
nished quarantine  station  on  A.  Or. 
S.  B.  B 

13— By  bill  W.  C.  Beard  &  Co.  for  articles 
furnished  quarantine  station  on  G-. 
F.  B.  B 

13— By  bill  Dr.  H.  G.  McEachin  for  ser- 
vices and  expenses  as  quarantine 
officer  on  M.  &  C.  B.  B.  from  August 
16  to  October  4 396  35 

13— By  bill  E.  K.  McEachin  for  one 
month's  services  and  expenses  as 
sanitary  policeman  at  quarantine 
station  on  M.  &  C.  B.  B 70  92 

13— By  bill  Dr.  J.  M.  Taylor  for  services 
as  inspector  in  attending  to  quaran- 
tine station  on  M.  &  C.  B,  B 25  00 

13 — By  bill  of  Wirt  Johnston  for  amount 
paid  by  him  in  isolating  Murray,  sus- 
pected of  being  from  Jacksonville, 
Fla 7  75 

13 — Bj"  bill  D.  Carver  for  storage  on  quar- 
antine property  at  Xicholson  sta- 
tion from  December  26,  1886,  to 
August  15,  1888,  and  for  hauling 
and  baling 40  76 
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Oct.  13— By  bill  S.  S.  Coleman  for  meat  fur- 
nished quarantine  station  on  E.  T., 
V.  &  G.  B.  E 2  70 

22— By  bill  Dr.  J.  H.  Blanks  for  amount 
paid  by  him,  expressage  on  quaran- 
tine property 17  95 

22 — By  bill  Jno.  A.  Hooper  for  services  as 
inspector  on  M.  &  T.  B.  B.  from 
September  24  to  October  5,  inclusive, 
and  expenses 41  50 

22 — By  bill  A.  McMillan  for  stove  and 
freight  for  quarantine  station  on  E. 
T.,  V.  &  G.  B.  B 9  50 

22 — By  bill  S.  Clemens  for  services  as  in- 
spector for  12  days  on  Y.  &M.  V.  B. 
B.  and  affidavit 24  50 

22 — By  bill  Fred.  Knabke  for  services  as 
inspector  for  12  days  on  Y.  &  M.  V. 
B.  B.  and  affidavit 24  50 

22— By  bill  Meridian  Ice  Company  for  ice 
furnished  quarantine  station  on  A. 
G.  S.  B.  B 5  00 

22_By  bill  Marks  Bothenberg  &  Co.  for 
comforts,  sheets  and  towels  fur- 
nished quarantine  station  on  A.  G. 
S.  B.  B 7  40 

22 — By  bill  Barber,  George  &  Lyerly  for 
articles  furnished  quarantine  station 
on  A.  G.  S.  B,  B 7  10 

22— By  bill  Dr.  Geo.  L.  Izard  for  services 
as  quarantine  officer  on  M.  &  O.  B. 
B.  and  expenses,  for  month  ending 
October  14 219  25 

22 — By  bill  B.  W.  Wiggins  for  services  as 
inspector  on  V.  &  M.  B.  B.  for  16 
days,  and  expenses  and  affidavit.    .  60  25 

22— By  bill  P.  T.  Holland  for  services  as 
sanitary  policeman  at  the  State  line, 
Kelly  station  on  K.  C.  M.  &  B.  B. 
B.  and  expenses  for  21  days,  and 
affidavit 70  25 

22— By  bill  Chas.  M.  Taylor  for  services 
as  sanitary  policeman  on  M.  &  C.  B. 
B.  for  19  days,  and  expenses  and 
affidavit 64  50 

22— By  bill  Dr.  O.  B.  Quin  for  services  as 
inspector  on  I.  C.  B.  B.  seven  days 
from  September  23  to  September  30, 
and  expenses-. 72  50 
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Oct.  22 — By  bill  James  A.  Evans  for  services 
as  quarantine  guard  on  M.  &  O.  R. 
R.  from  October  8  to  October  16, 
inclusive,  and  expenses 40   50 

22 — By  bill  Dr.  E.  F.  Crowther  for  services 
as  quai'antine  officer  on  E.  T.,  V. 
&    G.    R.    R.    for  one  month   from 

August  14  to  September  14 200  00 

Oct.  22 — By  bill  Wm.  McElroy  for  services  as 
sanitary  policeman  at  station  on  E. 
T.,  V.  &  G.  R.  R.  for  1  month  from 
Aug.  14th  to  Sept.  14th 40  00 

22 — By  bill  Wm.  Stalley  for  services  as 
cook  at  station  on  E.  T.,  V.  &  G.  R. 
R.  for  1  month  from  Aug.  20th  to 
Sept.  20th 15  00 

22 — By  bill  S.  D.  Finley  for  services  as 
inspector  at  the  Arkansas  City  cross- 
ing of  the  L.  N.  O.  &  T.  R.  R.  for  5 
days,  raid  expenses 19  55 

22 — By  bill  John  J.  Moody  for  services  as 
inspector  on  M.  &  O.  R.  R.  from 
Sept.  29th  to  Oct.  15th,  inclusive, 
expenses  and  affidavit 68  25 

26— By  bill  Dr.  W.  F.  Hyer  for  services 
as  special  inspector  for  20  days  and 
expenses 260  00 

27— By  bill  Dr.  G.  L.  Pope  for  4  days  ser- 
vices as  inspector  on  L.  N.  O.  T.  R. 
R.,  and  expenses 51  25 

27 By  bill  Dr.   I.  P.  Partin  for  services 

as  inspector  on  Q.  &  C.  R.  R.  be- 
tween Toomsuba  and  Ellisville, 
Sept.  28th,  29th  and  30th,  and  ex- 
penses    34  50 

27 By  bill  George  A.  McElroy  for  ser- 
vices as  inspector  on  train  on  Q.  & 
C.  R.  R.  between  Kewanee  and  El- 
lisville from  Oct.  8th  to  Oct.  21st, 
and  expenses 52  00 

27 Moore  &  Cox  for  supplies   and  other 

articles  furnished  quarantine  station 

on  G.  P.  R.  R.  and  affidavit 50  83 

29 — By  bill  W.  J.  Smith  for  services  as  in- 
spector on  L.  N.  O.  &  T.  R.  R.  for 
19  days,  and  expenses 66  50 

29 — By  bill  F.  W.  Little  for  services  as 
inspector  on  L.  N.  O.  &  T.  R.  R.  for 
19  days,  and  expenses 66  50 
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Oct.  29 — By  bill  E.  K.  MeEacbin  for  services  as 
sanitary  policeman  on  M.  &  C.  R.  R. 
from  Oct.  4th  to  Oct.  15th,  and  ex- 
penses and  affidavit 42  25 

29— By  bill  Dr.  E.  F.  Crowther  for  1 
month  and  5  days  services  as  quar- 
antine officer  on  E.  T.  V.  &  G.  B. 
from  Sept,  14th  to  Oct.  19th 233  33£ 

29— By  bill  Dr.  E.  F.  Crowther  for  ex- 
penses as  quarantine  officer  on  E. 
T.,  V.&  G.R.  R 33  90 

29— By  bill  Coleman,  Lutz  &  Phifer  for 
bread  and  meat  furnished  quaran- 
tine station  on  A.  G.  S.  R.  R.,  and 
affidavit 9  90 

29 — By  bill  Tom  Lyle  for  supplies  fur- 
nished quarantine  station  on  Gr.  P. 
R.  R.  and  freight 20  70 

29 — By  bill  R.  O.  Reynolds  for  services  as 

inspector  on  M.  &  C.  R.  R 60  00 

29 — By  bill  Dr.  J.  M.  Buchanan,  for  ser- 
vices as  Quarantine  officer  on  A.  G. 
S.  R.  R.,  for  one  month  and  5  days.       233  33J 

29 — By  bill  Robt.  Nailor  for  services  as 
cook  at  quarantine  station  on  A.  Gr. 
S.  R.  R.  for  1  month  and  4  days 22  65 

29— By  bill  Dr.  J.  M.  Buchanan  for  ex- 
penses as  Quarantine  officer  on  A. 
G.  S.  R.  R 29  27 

29 — By  bill  E.  Gr.  Quarterman,  for  services 
as  inspector  on  N".  J.  &  O.  R.  R.  be- 
tween Harriston  and  Raymond  from 
Oct.  4th  to  Oct.  16th,  and  expenses.  58  50 

29— By  bill  Chas.  B.  Routh,  for  services  19 
days  as  inspector  of  steamboats  at 
Vicksburg,  and  expenses 66  50 

29 — By  bill  George  H.  Tardy,  for  services 
as  inspector  on  trains  on  L.  &  N. 
R.  R.,  for  62  days    and  expenses.  .  .  160  00 

29 — By  bill  George  Mathien  for  8  days  ser- 
vices at  quarantine  station  and  ser- 
vices as  inspector  on  trains  on  L. 
&  N.  R.  R.,  from  August  23d, 
to  October  15th,  and  expenses  and 
affidavit 176  25 

29 — By  bill  Dr.  W.  A.  Cox  for  services  as 
quarantine  officer  on  L.  &  JS".  R.  R. 
from  August  15th  to  October  15th, 
and  expenses  and  affidavits 406  00 
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Oct.  29 — By  bill  Charles  Somers  for  services  at 
quarantine  station  on  L.  &  X.  B.  E., 
for  15  days  and  affidavit 

29 — By  bill  J.  W.  Stewart,  expenses  in 
connection  with  quarantine  on  L.  & 
N.  E.  E 

29 — By  bill  John  Coggins  for  services  as 
inspector  at  Scranton  for  3  days,  and 
affidavit 

29 By  bill  E.  H.   Hudson   for  services  as 

inspector  at  Scranton,  for  3  days, 
and    affidavit ... 

29— By  bill  L.  &  N.  E.  E.,  freight  on 
quarantine   goods 

29 — By  bill  G.  A.  Boby,  for  services  as 
inspector  on  trains  on  L.  &  N.  E.  E. 
for  53  days  and  expenses  and  affi- 
davit           142  75 

29 By  bill  J.  B.  Wiggonton,  J.  P.  fees  for 

affidavits 1  00 

29 — By  bill  F.  M.  Dicks  for  services  as  in- 
spector on  trains  on  L.  &  N.  E.  E. 
for  62  nights  and  expenses 188  50 

29— By  bill  J.  H.  Jackson,  for  12  days 
board  of  quarantine  officer  and 
assistant,  and  supplies  furnished 
quarantine  station  on  L.  &  N.  E.  E. 
and    affidavit 42  45 

29 By  bill  Dr.   Geo.  L.  Izard  for  4  days 

services  as  quarantine  officer,  and 
expenses,  and  affidavit  at  station  on 
M.  &  O.  E.  E 30  77 

29— By  bill  Dr.  E.  F.  Crowther,  for  ser- 
vices as  quarantine  officer  from  Sep- 
tember 14th  to  October  20th,  at 
station  on  E.  T.  V.  &  G.  E.  E 233  33 

29 — By  bill  Wm.  McElroy  for  1  month  and 
5  days  services  as  sanitary  police- 
man at  station  on  E.  T.  V.  &  G. 
E.  E.,  from  September  14,  to  Octo- 
ber 20,  and  amount  added  to  make 
pay  for  first  month's  services  $50.00  68  33 

29 — By  bill  Wm.  Stally  for  services  as 
cook  at  quarantine  station  on  E.  T. 
V.  &  G.  E.  E.,  from  September  20, 
to  October  20,  and  amount  added 
to  make  first  month's  pay  $20.00 .  .  25  00 

29 — By  bill  E.  E.  Stone  for  services  as  in- 
spector on  M.  &  O.  E.  E 10  00 
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Nov.      9 By  bills  of  T.  A.  Sale   for  services  as 

inspector  on  M.  &  O.  E.  E.,  and  ex- 
penses .  .    132  25 

9 — By  bill  Dr.  N.  L.  Clarke  for  services  as 
inspector  and  expenses  on  M.  &  O. 
E.  E 34  50 

9 By  bill  Dr.  A.  C.  Halbert  for  services 

as  quarantine  officer,  and  board  and 
affidavit,  on  G.  P.  E.  E.,  from  August 
16  to  October  19 443  05 

9 — By  bill  Western  Union  Telegraph 
Company  for  telegrams  sent  from 
September  5,  to  September  30  and 
received  from  September  19th,  to 
September  30th : 253  46 

9 — By  bill  Western  Union  Telegraph 
Company  for  telegrams  sent  and 
received  from  October  1st  to  Novem- 
ber 2d  53  77 

9 — By  bill  of  Wirt  Johnston  for  amount 
paid  by  him  to  Western  Union  Tele- 
graph Company  for  telegrams  sent 
from  August  12th  to  September  12th 
and  received  from  August  13th  to 
September  17th 145  91 

9 — By  bill  A.  B.  Hamion  for  2  months 
services  and  expenses  as  assistant 
quarantine  officer  on  G.  P.  E.  E.  .  .  109  40 

9 — By  bill  Dr.  A.  C.  Halbert,  for  expenses 

as  quarantine  officer  on  G.  P.  E.  E.  9  70 

9 — By  bill  Josephus  Jones  for  services 
as  cook  at  quarantine  station  on 
G.  P.  E.  B,  from  September  22d  to 

October  19th 14  00 

16 By  bill  Dr.  J.  M.  Buchanan  for  freight 

on  quarantine  property  and  polish- 
ing 3  stoves 4  95 

16— By  bill  Dr.  W.  F.  Hyer,  President, 
for  telegrams  sent  and  received 
from  September  23d  to  October  12, 

inclusive,  and    exchange 36  90 

16— By  bill  Dr.  W.  A.  Evans,  Jr.,  for  ser- 
vices as  quarantine  officer  on  K.  C, 
M.   &  B.    E.  E.,    from  August    17th 

to  October  12th 366  65 

16 — By  bill  Wm.  M.  Stone  for  services  as  as- 
sistant quarantine  officer  at  station 
on  A.  G.  S.  E.  E.,for  1  month  and  5 
days 58  33 
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Nov.  16 — By  bill  G.  A.  Boby  for  services  as  in- 
spector on  train,  and  expenses  and 
affidavit,  from  October  15th  to  Octo- 
ber 19th,  quarantine  on  L.  &  N\ 
B.    B 10  25 

16 — By  bill  J.  H.  Jackson  for  supplies  fur- 
nished quarantine  station  on  L.  & 
X.  B.  B.  and  affidavit 13  35 

16 — By  bill  Dr.  W.  A.  Cox  for  services  as 
quarantine  officer  at  station  on  L.  & 
N".  B.  B.  from  October  15th  to  Octo- 
ber 19th,  inclusive,  and  affidavit.  .  .  33  58 

16 — By  bill  George  Mathieu,  for  4  days 
services  to  October  20th  as  inspec- 
tor on  trains  and  expenses  and 
affidavit,  quarantine  on  L.  &  N".  B.  B.  12  25 

16 — By  bill  W.  M.  Cantj"  for  supplies  fur- 
nished quarantine  station  on  L.  & 
K  B.  B.,  and  affidavit 6  65 

16 — By  bill  J.  H.  Burroughs  for  hauling 
tents,  etc.,  to  quarantine  station  on 
L.  &  N".  B.  B.,  and  affidavit 3  25 

16 — By  bill  Geo.  H.  Tardy  for  services  for 
4  days  and  expenses  and  affidavit, 
as  inspector  on  trains  L.  &  N.  B.  B.  10  25 

16 — By  bill  F.  M.  Dick  for  services  4  nights 
and  expenses  and  affividavit,  as  in- 
spector on  trains  L.  &  N.    B.  B 12  25 

16 — By  bill  A.  B.  Krebs  for  services  as 
sanitary  policeman  at  quarantine 
station  on  L.  &  N.  B.  B.  from  Sep- 
tember  6th  to    October  15th,    and 

affidavit 52  25 

Doc.  4 — By  bill  Dr.  W.  A.  Evans,  Jr.,  expenses 
as  quarantine  officer  on  K.  C.  M.  & 
B.  B.  B 62  50 

12 — By  bill  John  W.  Barr  for  services  as 
sanitaiy  policeman  at  quarantine 
station  on  M.  &  O.  B.  B.  and  ex- 
penses, from  August  14th  to  Octo- 
ber 18th 139  54 

15— By  bill  M.  Hart  for  10£  months  stor- 
age quarantine  property  at  Osyka 
and  for  packing  and  hauling 24  50 

15— By  bill  Dr.  J.  W.  Johnston  for  ser- 
vices and  expenses  as  quarantine 
officer  on  V.  &  M.  B.  B.,  from  Sep- 
tember 30,  to  October  22 76  80 
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Nov.     15— By  bill  Dr.  G.  W.  Trimble  for  7  days 

services  as  inspector  on  I.  C.  R.  R.  70  00 

81 — By  bill  C.  H.  Hudson  for  hauling  two 
loads  of  quarantine  property  from 
depot  to  Scranton  to  storage  house.  1  00 

31 — By  bill  A.  R.  Krebs  for  services  as 
sanitary  officer  at  quarantine  station 
on  L.  &  N.  R.  R,,  from  October  15, 
to  October  19,  inclusive,  and  for 
services  as  cook  at  quarantine  sta- 
tion on  L.  &  N".  R.  R.  for  same  time, 
and  affidavit 9  40 

31 — By  bill  A.  R.  Krebs  for  services  as 
cook  at  quarantine  station  on  L.  & 
N".  R.  R.,  from  September  6,  to  Oc- 
tober 15,  and  affidavit.  .  .  .• 19   75 

15 — By  bill  R.  Castleberry,  Sr.,  for  ser- 
vices as  quarantine  guard  in  Tisho- 
mingo county  for  sixteen  days,  for 
board,  hauling  for  camp,  and  affi- 
davit   24  05 

15 — By  bill  D.  L.  Glover  for  services  as 
quarantine  guard  in  Tishomingo 
county  for  thirteen  days,  for  board 
and  affidavit 17   15 

15 — By  bill  J.  J.  Blythe,  Jr.,  for  services 
as  quarantine  officer  in  Tishomingo 
county  for  eleven  days,  and  affida- 
vit   11  25 

15 — By  bill  W.  S.  Hubbard  for  services  on 
quarantine  in  Tishomingo  county 
for  two  days,  and  affidavit 3  25 

15 — By  bill  R.  Castlebeny,  Jr.,  for  ser- 
vices on  quarantine  in  Tishomingo 
countv  for  eight  days,  for  board  and 
affidavit,  ...T " 18  91 

15 — By  bill  A.  K.  Blythe  for  services  as 
guard  at  "pest  house"  in  Tishomin- 
go county,  for  fifteen  days,  for  feed- 
ing one  man  for  sixteen  days,  and 
for  affidavit 25  05 

15 — By  bill  John  T.  Castleberry  for  ser- 
vices as  quarantine  guard  in  Tish- 
mingo  county  for  nineteen  days,  for 
board  and  affidavit 24  95 

15— By  bill  Nelson  Parsons  for  services  as 
quarantine  guard  in  Tishomingo 
county  for  four  days,  for  board  and 
affidavit 5  45 
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Nov.  15 — By  bill  John  A.  Haynes  for  services 
as  quarantine  guard  in  Tishomingo 
county  for  six  days,  for  board  and 
affidavit 8  05 

15 — By  bill  J.  L.  Archer  for  services  as 
quarantine  guard  in  Tishomingo 
county  for  fourteen  days,  for  board 
and    affidavit 18  45 

15 — By  bill  A.  L.  "Wallace  for  services  as 
quarantine  guard  in  Tishomingo 
county  for  eight  nights  and  affida- 
vit  : 10  91 

15 — By  bill  John  Lawler  for  services  as 
quarantine  guaifd  in  Tishomingo 
county  four  days,  for  board  and  affi- 
davit    5  45 

15 — By  bill  S.  J.  Smith  for  services  as 
quarantine  officer  in  Tishomingo 
county  for  four  days 4  00 

15 — By  bill  H.  C.  Williams  for  services  as 
quarantine  guard  in  Tishomingo 
county  for  sixteen  days,  for  board 
and    affidavit 21  05 

15 — By  bill  A.  B.  Patterson  for  services  as 
quarantine  guard  in  Tishomingo 
county  for  three  days,  for  board  and 
affidavit 4  50 

15 — By  bill  Sam  F.  Beall  for  services  as 
supervisor  of  quarantine  in  Tisho- 
mingo county  for  seventeen  days .  .  34  00 

15 — By  bill  W.  C.  Bray  for  services  as 
quarantine  guard  in  Tishomingo 
county  for  five  days,  for  board  and 
affidavit 6  75 

15 — By  bill  L.  C.  Stevens  for  services  as 
quarantine  guard  in  Tishomingo 
county  for  two   nights 2  00 

15 — By  bill  Williams  &  Barnett  for  lum- 
ber, nails,  lanterns  and  candles,  and 
affidavit,  for  quarantine  purposes  in 
Tishomingo  county 16  50 

15 — B}"  bill  R.  W.  Price  for  services  as 
quarantine  guard  in  Tishomingo 
county  for  eighteen  days,  for  board 
and    affidavit 23  65 

15 — By  bill  John  B.  Woodall   for  services  ' 
as  quarantine  officer  in  Tishomingo 
county  from  September  12,  to  Sep- 
tember 22,  inclusive,  and  affidavit..  13  58 
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N-ov  15— By  bill  Dr.  J.  M.  Taylor  for  cash  paid 
''for  telegrams  and  postage  for  quar- 
antine purposes  on  M.  &  C.  R.  R.  .  .  5  00 

15 By  bill  T.  C.  Headers   for  services  as 

quarantine    guard    in    Tishomingo 

county  for  three   days 3  00 

15 -Qy  bill    Al    Robinson   lor   horse  and 

"bu^gy  hire,  and  affidavit,  in  con- 
nection with  quarantine  in  Tisho- 
mingo  county 5    f  5 

26 By  bill  Dr.  W.  H.   White  for  services 

as  inspector  in  going  over  Y.  &  M. 
R.  R.,  from  Brandon  to  Meridian  to 
induce  the  people  to  permit  a  train 
of  supplies  to  come  over  the  road 
from  Meridian 10  00 


Total S7,766  211 


FOR     THE     SUPPRESSION     OF     THE     OUTBREAK     OF    YELLOW    FEVER 

AT    JACKSON. 

1888.  DR- 
*Qct       9 — To  amount  furnished  by  Capital  State 

Bank 8  551  50 

*  9 — To  amount  furnished  by  Capital  State 

Bank 1,000  00 

*  12 To  amount  furnished  by  Capital  State 

Bank 673  65 

22 To  amount  from  Auditor 5  15 

22 — To  amount  from  Auditor 35  00 

22 To  amount  from  Auditor 17  37 

22 To  amount  from  Auditor 100  00 

22 To  amount  from  Auditor 179  75 

22 — To  amount  from  Auditor 74  92 

31 — To  amount  from  Auditor 44  50 

29— To  amount  from  Auditor 82  97 

fNov.     9 To  amount  from  Auditor 27  25 

16_To  amount  from  Auditor •  25  00 

16— To  amount  from  Auditor 20  50 

16 To  amount  from  Auditor 515  65 

16— To  amount  from  Auditor 20   00 

16 — To  amount  from  Auditor 48  35 

*These  amounts  were  furnished  during  the  yellow  fever 
excitement  by  the  Capital  State  Bank  by  agreement  with 
Capt.  Stone,  Auditor,  and  the  warrants  were  not  issued  until 
after  business  was  resumed  at  the  Auditor's  office. 

f  The  Auditor  has  this  date  Xovember  7th. 
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Nov.     10 — To  amount  from  Auditor 21  60 

Dec.       4 — To  amount  from  Auditor 31  32 

26 — To  amount  from  Auditor 16  75 

26— To  amount  from  Auditor 68  60 

Total $  3,559  83 


1888.  Cr. 

October     9 — By  bill  Wirt   Johnston    for  amount 
paid  by  him  for  services  of  guards, 

etc 

9— By  bill  C.  E.  Elliot,  for  1J  cords  wood 

furnished  quarantine  stations 

9 — By  bill  John  Hendrick,  for  services 
as  guard,  from  Sept.  23d  to  Oct.  7th 

inclusive 

9 — By  bill  E.  S.  Ware,for  services  as  guard 

from  September  21st,  to  October  7. 

9 — By  bill  Albert  Moseley,    for  services 

as  guard  from  October  6th   to  Octo. 

ber  8th,    inclusive 

9 — B}T  bill  S.  Lesser,  for  services  as  guard 
from  September  23d  to  October  7th, 
inclusive,  and  rations 

10 — By  bill  T.  J.  Forrest,  for  services  as 
guard  from  October  6th  to  October 
8th,  inclusive 

1C — By  bill  Alex  Boss,  for  hauling  rations 

10 -By  bill  F.  Culbertson,  for  1  cord  of 
■wood  for  quarantine  station 

10 — By  bill  Bach  el  Clogan,  for  services  as 
cook,  from  September  29th  to  Octo- 
ber 8th  

ll_By  bill  Dr.  W.  A.  Galloway,  for  1 
dajr's  services  as  inspector,  making 
house  to-house  inspection 

11 — By  bill  B.  F.  Downing,  for  services  as 
guard  from  October  5th  to  October 
10th,  inclusive 

11 — By  bill  Robert  Carter,  for  services  as 
guard  from  September  27th  to  Oc- 
tober   10th 

11 — By  bill  Allen  Walker,  for  services  as 
guard  from  September  24th  to  Oc- 
tober 10th 

11 — By  bill  Richard  Redus,  for  services  as 
guard  from  September  24th  to  Oc- 
tober 10th,  inclusive 
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28  50 


34  50 
31  50 


34  50 
10  00 
30  00 


Oct       12— By  bill   Jas.    Taylor,   for  services   as 

guard  from  September  24th   to   Oc- 
tober   12th : 

12— By  bill  Geo.  L.  Potter,  for  services  as 
night  inspector  of  guards,  from  Sep- 

tember  28th  to  October  7th 27  00 

1?_ By  bill  Henry  Hudson,  for  services  as 
guard  from  September  22d  to  Octo- 
ber 11th •• 

19_By  bill  E.  J.  Miller,  for  services  as 
guard,  from  September  23d  to  Octo- 
ber   11th ; 

12— By  bill  A.  L.  Branson,  for  services  as 
night  inspector  of  guards  from  Sep- 

tember  23d  to  October  2d 30  00 

12— By  bill  E.  E.  Glover,  for  services  as 
guard  from  September  22d  to  Oc- 
tober 11th • 

12— By  bill  Charles  Smith,  for  services  as 
cook    at  quarantine   station    for   20 

days 

19_By  bill  L.  Tracev,  for  services  as 
guard  from  September  23d  to  Octo- 

12th 

12— By  bill  Mrs.  L.  Tracey,  for  services  as 

cook   at    quarantine     station     from 

September  23d  to  October  12th.  .  .  . 

12— By  bill  J.  W.  Richardson,  for  services 

as    guard    from   September  23d   to 

October  12th 30  °° 

12— By  bill  Allen  Watkins,  for  services  as 
quarantine    cook     from    September 

23d  to  October  12th •  10  00 

12— By  bill  F.  A.  Wolfe,  for  3  cords  wood 

furnished  quarantine  station 1U  OU 

12— By  bill  D.  W.  Evans,  for  services  as 
o-uard  from  September  28th  to  Oc- 
tober 12th 22  50 

12— By  bill  L.  Dauphin,  for  services  as 
guard  from  September  23d  to  Octo- 
ber 12th 30  00 

12— By  bill  Sam  Purser,  for  services  as 
o-uard  from  October   2d  to  October 

12th 16  50 

12— By  bill   Will    Elliot,   for   services    as 

quarantine  cook  for  11  days o  50 

12-By  bill  C.  E.  Elliot,  for  |  of  a  cord  of 

wood  for  quarantine  station *  *& 
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Oct.  12_By  bill  C.  E.  Elliot,  for  11  days  servi- 
ces as  guard 

12— By  bill  W.  T.  Simmons,  Jr.,  for  2  cords 
of  wood  for  quarantine  station.  .  .  . 

12 By  bill  J.   B.   Fuller,   for   services    as 

guard  from  September  23d  to  Octo- 
ber 12th 

12 — By  bill  Eddie  Simmons,  for  services 
as  guard  from  September  23d  to  Oc- 
tober   12th 

12 — By  bill  W.  T.  Simmons,  Jr.,  for  servi- 
ces as  guard  from  September  23d  to 
October  12th 

12 By  bill  W.  T.  Simmons,  Sr.,  for  servi- 
ces as  guard  from  September  23d  to 
October  12th 

12 — By  bill  Ed  Head,  for  services  as  guard 
from  September  22d  to  October  12. 

12 — By  bill  Matilda  Mills,  for  services  as 
cook  at  qurantine  station  from  Sep- 
tember 24th  to  October  12th 

12 — By  bill  Walter  Harrell,  for  services  as 
guard  from  September  27th  to  Octo- 
ber 12th 

12 — By  bill  Burt  McGowen  for  services  as 
guard  from  October  6th  to  October 
12th 

12 — By  bill  Stoney  Taylor,  for  services  as 
guard  from  October  6th  to  October 
12th 

12 — By  bill  Geo.  Bobinson,  for  services  as 
guard  from  September  27th  to  Octo- 
ber 12th 

12 — By  bill  Milton  Dunckley,  for  services 
as  guard  from  September  27th  to 
October  12th 

12 — By  bill  Chas.  Koerner,  for  services  as 
guard  from  October  4th  to  October 
12th 12  00 

12 — by  bill  Ed  Banks,  for  services  as 
guard  from  September  23d  to  Octo- 
ber  11th 31  50 

12 — By  bill  Mike  Keefe,  for  services  as 
guard  from  October  8th  to  October 
12th 6  00 

12 — By  bill  Henry  Bennett,  for  services 
as  cook  at  quarantine  station  from 
September  28th  to  October  12th.  .  .  7  50 
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Oct.     12 By  bill  Phil  Hammond,  for  services  as 

guard  from  September  25th  to  Octo 

ber  12th 27  00 

12 — By  bill  H.  C.  Spraggins,  for  services 
as  guard  from  September  25th  to 
October  12th 27  GO 

12 — By  bill  Wm.  Salomon,  tor  services  as 
guard  from  October  4th  to  October 
12th   13  50 

12 — By  bill  Thos.  Green,  for  services  as 
cook  at  quarantine  station  from 
September  23d  to  October  12th 10  00 

12 — By  bill  Lon  Dinkins,  for  services  as 
cook  at  quarantine  station  from 
September  23d  to  October  12th 10  00 

12 — By  bill  Joseph  Miller,  for  services  as 
sanitary  policeman,  at  station  at 
Asylum  switch  from  September  24th 
to    October  11th 

12 — By  bill  E.  Murrell,  for  services  as  guard 
from  September  24th  to  October 
12th 

12 — By  bill  Mike  Smiddie,  for  services 
as  guard  from  September  23d  to 
October  12th 

12— By  bill  Dr.  W.  B.  Todd,  for  services 
as  inspector  from  September  22d  to 
October  12th,  inclusive 

12 — By  bill  Bobt.  J.  Dalton,  for  services  as 
guard  from  September  30th  to  Oc- 
tober 12th 

12 — By  bill  Howard  Association,  for  sup- 
plies furnished 

12 — By  bill  Tom  Webster,  for  services  as 
cook  at  quarantine  station  from  Sep- 
tember 24th  to  October  12th 

12 — By  bill  J.  W.  Whitaker,  for  services  as 
guard  from  September  23d  to  Octo- 
ber 12th 

12 — By  bill  L.  Madden,  for  services  as 
guard  from  September  23d  to  Octo- 
ber 12th 

12 — By  bill  Robert  Samuels,  for  services  as 
cook  from  September  24th  to  Octo- 
ber 12th,  at  quarantine  station 

12 — By  bill  Oliver  Brown,  for  services  as 
cook  from  September  23d  to  Octo- 
ber 12th 
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Oct.  12 — By  bill  W.  E.  Jelks,  for  services  as 
guard  from  October  3d  to  October 
12th 15  00 

12 — By    bill    Joe    Rietta,    for   services    as 

guard  on  September  23d 1   50 

12 — By  bill  C.  C.  Little,  for  services  as 
guard  from  September  30th  to  Octo- 
ber 12th 19  50 

12 — By  bill  Chas.  Haverstraw,  for  services 
as  guard  from  September  24th  to 
October,  12th 28  50 

12 By  bill  Andrew  Kelly,  for  1=}  cords  of 

wood  and  2*  gallons  coal  oil  furnish- 
ed quarantine  station 

12 By  bill  Andrew  Kelly  for  twenty  days 

services  as  guard 

12 — By  bill  Sissy  Reeves,  for  services  as 
quarantine  cook  from  October  2d 
to  October  12th 

12 — By  bill  Geo.  Baley,  for  one  day's  ser- 
vices as  guard 

12 — By  bill  Walter  Hendricks,  for  services 
as  guard  from  September  23d  to  Oc- 
tober 12th 

13— By  bill  B.  L.  Patton,  for  |  cord  of  wood 
for  quarantine   station 

22 By  bill  E.  Watkins,  for  articles  fur- 
nished quarantine  station 

22 — By   bill   W.  Q.  Lowd,   for  services  as 

clerk  for  one  month  ending  this  day. 

•  •     22 — By  bill  Wirt  Johnston,  for  amount  paid 

by  bim  to  guards,  etc 

22— By  bill  I.  C.  R.  R.  Co.,  freight  on 
tents,  etc.,  from  Camp  Henry 

22 — By  bill  Western  Union  Telegraph  Co., 
for  telegrams  in  regard  to  tents,  by 
Gen.  Henry 5  15 

22 By  bill   Chas.  M.  Rhodes,  for  hauling 

and    loading    camp    equipage    from 

Camp  Henry 35  00 

30 By  bill  Smythe  &  Hughes,  for  sulphur.  1  50 

30 By  bill  Mrs.  J.  A.  Carmack,  for  infect- 
ed articles  destroyed 8  00 

31 By  bill  Wirt  Johnston,  for  amount  paid 

by  him  for  services  Geo.  White  and 
Wm.  Sproles,  and  infected  articles 
destroyed 44  50 

29 By  bill  W.  S.  Lemly  &  Bro,  for  sup- 
plies, etc.,  furnished 82  97 
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Nov.      9— By  bill  Mrs.  E.  V.  Hippie,  for  infected 

articles  destroyed 27  25 

16 — By  bill  Dr.  M.  D.  Morgan,  for  services 

at  refugee  camp 25  00 

16— By  bill  Merideth  Watts,  tor  infected 
articles  burned  and  ruined  in  pro- 
cess of  disinfection 20  50 

16 — By  bill  Wirt  Johnston,  for  amount 
paid  by  him  to  Drs.  O.  S.  Iglehart 
and  J.  H.  Purnell,  of  Vicksburg, 
Inspectors,  who  were  sent  for  to  ex- 
amine cases  of  fever 500  00 

16— By  balance  on  bill  of  Dr.  J.  H.  Pur- 
nell, of  Vicksburg,   Inspector 48  35 

16 — By  bill  G.  A.  Baley,  agent,  for  rent  of 

place  for  refugee  camp 20  00 

16 — By  bill  Wirt  Johnston,  amount  paid 
by  him  for  disinfectants,  supplies 
for  quarantine  station,  blank  book 
and  pencils  for  taking  census,  hire 
of  wagon  to  carry  supplies  and  bug- 
gy to  carry  messenger  with  rules  to 
quarantine  station 15  65 

16_By  bill  H.  M.  Taylor  &  Son,  for  nine 
cords  of  wood  for  quarantine  sta- 
tion    21  60 

Dec.       4 — By  bill  Mrs.  Calhoun,  for  infected  ar- 
ticles destroyed 31  32 

6 — By  bill   John    Matthews,  for  services 

one  day  at  Hippies 1  50 

31 — By  bill  Mrs.  John  Lorance,  for  infect- 
ed articles  destroyed 16  75 

26— By  balance  on  bill  of  Dr.  O.  S.  Igle- 
hart, of  Vicksburg,  who  was  sum- 
moned as  an  expert  to  examine 
cases  of  fever , 68  60 


$  3,560  00 


for  ship  island  quarantine   station. 
1888.  Dr. 

June    21 — To  amount  from  Auditor $ 

July     26 — To  amount  from  Auditor 

Aug.    25 — To  amount  from  Auditor 

Sept.      7 — To  amount  from  Auditor 

Apr.     30 — To  amount  from  Auditor 

Oct.      13 — To  amount  from  Auditor 

29 — To  amount  from  Auditor.  . . 
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Xov.    16 — To  amount  from  Auditor 341  55 

*Dec    15 — To  amount  from  Auditor 196  75 

1888.                                     Cr.  $    2,744  74 

June  21 — By  bill  Willis  Picri,  for  one  month's 
services  as  boatman  from  May  10th 
to  June  9th,  inclusive 30  00 

21 — By  bill  schooner  "Sylph"  owners,  for 
transportation  mail  and  supplies  for 
month  ending  June  9th 60  00 

21 — By  bill  Joe  Breugelmans,  for  services 
as  boatman  from  May  24th  to  June 
9th,  inclusive 15  00 

21 — By  bill  H.  C.  James,  lor  collecting 
quarantine  property  at  Moss  Point, 
and  expenses  and  transportation  of 
same  to  Biloxi 10  00 

21— By  bill  Dr.  A.  P.  Champlin,  for  one 
month's  salary  as  Quarantine  Physi- 
cian from  May  10th  to  June  9th,  in- 
clusive, and  for  board  of  two  boat- 
men for  month  ending  June  9th..  .  .  280  00 
June  21 — By  bill  Dr.  A.  P.  Champlin  for  expen- 
ses    22  55 

July     26— By  bill  Dr.  A.  P.  Champlin  for  freight 

paid  on  yawl 4   00 

26 — By  bill  Joe  Breugelmans  for  one 
month's  service  as  boatman,  ending 
July  9 30  00 

26— By  bill  Dr.  A.  P.  Champlin  for  one 
month's  services,  ending  July  9,  as 
quarantine  physician,  and  one 
month's  board  for  two  men  and  ex- 
penses          289  90 

26 — By  bill  Schooner  "  Sylph"  owners  for 
transportation  mail  and  supplies  for 
month  ending  July  9 60  00 

26 — By  bill  John  Madge  for  services   as 

boatman  for  month  ending  July  9.  .  30  00 

Aug.  25 — By  bill  Dr.  A.  P.  Champlin  for  one 
month's  salary,  ending  with  August 
9  as  quarantine  physician  and  for 
board  of  two  boatmen  for  same 
time 280  00 

25 — By  bill  schooner  "  Sylph  "  owners 
for  transportation  mail  and  supplies 
for  month  ending  August  9 60  00 

*The  Auditor  has  this  date  December  l4th. 
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June  25 — By  bill  Joe  Breugelmans  for  services 
as  boatman  for  month  from  July  10 

to  August  9,  inclusive 

25 — By  bill  S.  Johnson  for  services  as  boat- 
man for  month  ending  August  9 .  .  . 
Sept.      7 — By  bill  I.  L.  Lyons  &  Co.  for  disinfec- 
tants furnished  Ship  Island  quaran- 
tine station 

April  30— By  bill  Woodward,  Wight  &  Co.  for 

one  AVhitehall  boat 

Oct.  13 — By  bill  S.  Johnson  for  services  as 
boatman   for    month    ending    with 

September  9 

13 — By  bill  Joe  Breugelmans  for  services 
as  boatman  for  month  ending  Sep- 
tember 9 

13 — By  bill  schooner  "  Sylph  "  owners  for 
transportation  mail  and  supplies  for 
month  ending  with  September  9 .  .  . 
13 — By  bill  Dr.  A.  P.  Champlin  for  salary 
as  quarantine  physician  for  month 
ending  with  September  10,  and  for 
board  of  two  boatmen  for  same  time 

and  for  expenses 287  35 

29— By  bill  Dr.  A.  P.  Champlin  for  one 
month's  salary  as  quarantine  physi- 
cian, ending  with  October  9,  and 
for  board  of  two  boatmen  for  same 

time 

29 — By  bill  schooner  "  Sylph "  owners 
for  transportation  mail  and  supplies 
for  month  ending  with  October  9.  . 
29 — By  bill  Richard  Basselman  for  one 
month's  services  as  boatman  for 
month  ending  with  October  9  .  ... 
29 — By  bill  S.  Johnson  for  one  month's 
services  as  boatman  for  month  end- 
ing with  October  9 

Nov.  16 — By  bill  Dr.A.  P.  Champlin  for  services 
as  quarantine  physician  for  month 
ending  with  November  10,  for  board 

of  two  boatmen,  and  telegram 

16 — By  bill  S.  Johnson  for  services  as 
boatman  for  month  ending  with  No- 
vember 10 

16 — By  bill  Richard  Basselman  for  ser- 
vices as  boatman  for  month  ending 
with  November  10 
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Dec.  15 — By  bill  S.  Johnson  for  services  as 
boatman  from  November  10  to  No- 
vember 23,  both  dates  inclusive  ...  14  00 

15 — By  bill  Eichard  Basselman  for  services 
as  boatman  from  November  10  to 
November  30,  both  dates  inclusive.  21  00 

15 By  bill  steam  tug  "  Seminole"  tor  ser- 
vices as  carrier  from  November  10 
to  December  6,  inclusivo 30  00 

15 By  bill  Dr.  A.  Parker  Champlin  for 

services  as  quarantine  physician 
from  November  10  to  November  30, 
both  dates  inclusive,  and  for  14  days 
board  for  one  boatman,  and  21  days 
board  of  the  other  boatman,  and  for 
amount  paid  two  men  for  storing 
property  and  for  hauling  and 
wharfage 131  75 


$    2,744  74 


AMOUNT    FURNISHED    JACKSON    COUNTY    BOARD    OF    HEALTH 

Under  the  provisions  of  an  act  supplementary  to  An  act  to 
amend  the  statutes  in  regard  to  boards  of  health,  approved 
February  28,  1880. 

1888. 

January  6 $  75  00 

February  20 75  00 

March  26 75  00 

♦April  18 75  00 

June  4 675  00 

Augu-st  8 500  00 

November  16 300  00 


$1,675  00 


EXPENSES  OF  MEMBERS  AND  THEIR    PER    DIEM    IN    AT- 
TENDING MEETINGS. 

MEETING    ON    MARCH    12    AT    JACKSON. 

1888. 

J.  H.  Blanks $         15  30 

J.  M.  Taylor 17  50 

*The  Auditor  has  this  date  April  19. 
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B.  F.  Kittrell 
Bobert  Kells  . 
W.  F.  Hyer  . . 
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MEETING    ON     MARCH    14TH     AT    BAY    ST.    LOUIS    AND    BILOXI. 

Bobert  Kells S  36  30 

J.  H.  Blanks 28  00 

B.   S.  Toombs 52  35 

J.  W.  Bennett 3140 

W.  F.  Hyer 49  40 

J.  M.  Taylor 50  30 

Wirt  Johnston 26  30 

Total $274  05 


MEETING    ON    APRIL    20TH    AND    21  ST    AT    BILOXI. 

B.  S.    Toombs $  58  85 

E.  P.  Sale 49  68 

B.  F.  Kittrell 58  76 

John   Wright 60  76 

S.  V.  D.  Hill 43  47 

W.  F.  Hyer 62  00 

J.  W.  Bennett 29  11 

Wirt   Johnston 33  72 


Total *$396  35 

On  August  4th  a  meeting  was  held  at  Jackson  and  as  the 
appropriation  of  $750.00  for  meetings  had  been  consumed, 
the  members  present  defrayed  their  own  expenses. 

Secretary's    salary $800  00 

*  The  bills  of  members  for  this  meeting  amounted  to  $414.90,  but  as 
there  was  not  sufficient  of  the  $750.00  appropriated  for  meetings  remaining, 
deductions  in  the  bills  were  made. 


Reports  of  Chief  Health  Officers  of  Counties. 

1888. 


ADAMS    COUNTY. 

REPORT    OF    DR.    L.    E.    PROFILET,     CHIEF    HEALTH    OFFICER. 

I  hereby  have  the  honor  to  submit  tbe  following  annual 
report  of  the  sanitary  condition  of  Adams  county  for  the 
year  ending  September  30,  1888. 

I  am  afraid  it  will  not  be  very  satisfactory,  judged  by  the 
lists  of  subjects  submitted  by  the  State  Board  last  year,  for 
no  accurate  record  is  kept  of  the  statistics  requested,  and 
the  health  officers  can  only  rely  upon  their  individual  obser- 
vation, and  such  facts  as  they  may  accidentally  acquire  for 
the  opinions  they  express. 

The  population  of  the  county  is  about  the  same,  17,000, 
as  last  year,  for  I  do  not  think  there  has  been  any  material 
increase.  And  the  mortality  has  been  about  the  same,  as 
there  has  been  no  severe  epidemic  of  any  kind  to  increase 
it.  Of  late  years  malarial  troubles  have  not  been  as  com- 
mon as  formerly,  but,  on  the  contrary,  typhoid  fever  has  pre- 
vailed more. 

Of  the  nine  diseases  mentioned  in  paragraph  16  of  your 
circular,  whooping-cough,  measles,  typhoid  fever  and 
diphtheria  are  the  only  ones  we  have  had  in  the  county  that 
I  am  cognizant  of,  and  none  of  them  in  an  epidemic  form. 

Since  my  last  report,  during  the  month  of  October,  the 
temperature  was  mild  until  the  last  of  the  month,  frost 
occurring  later  than  usual ;  when  about  the  26th,  there  was 
a  sudden  change,  and  thin  ice  formed  on  that  date.  It 
remained  quite  cold  until  November  1st,  when  the  weather 
became  mild  and  continued  so  during  the  month.  During 
November  there  were  several  cases  of  diptheria  in  the  city 
of  Natchez,  but  none  in  the  country  districts.  Catarrhal 
and  organal  affections  were  quite  prevalent  during  this 
month.  The  weather  continued  mild  during  the  first  part  of 
the  month  of  December,  the  temperature  seldom  going  below 
60  deg.  F.  About  the  22d,  however,  we  had  a  severe  snow- 
storm, which    lasted    about    half   a  day.     The    snow   soon 
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melted,  but  the  inclement  weather  continued  until  late  in 
January,  the  temperature  continuing  low,  from  26  deg.  to  29 
deg.,  and  the  sun  seldom  making  his  appearance.  During 
the  entire  winter,  from  the  inclement  weather,  the  roads  were 
almost  impassable,  even  on  hoi'seback.  During  January 
cases  of  diphtheria  continued  to  make  their  appearance. 
Several  of  the  cases  occurred  in  one  locality,  which  made 
it  plausible  to  attribute  the  disease  to  some  local  cause,  or 
possibly  to  contagion;  yet,  as  it  prevailed  so  generally 
throughout  the  country,  some  atmospheric  condition  must 
have  been  an  important  factor.  One  notable  feature  of  the 
disease  as  it  appeared  here  was  the  tendency  to  extend  to 
the  larynx. 

No  new  cases  were  reported  after  February  22d.  During 
this  month  the  temperature  was  lower  than  usual,  but  during 
the  three  following  months  the  weather  was,  as  usual, 
delightful  and  the  county  exceedingly  healthy.  We  had 
quite  a  wet  summer  •  during  the  month  of  August  especially 
there  was  much  rain,  accompanied  by  strong  winds.  Sep- 
tember has  been  a  delightful  month,  the  frequent  rains  of 
August  having  ceased,  the  temperature  being  most  desirable, 
ranging  about  60  deg.,  F.,  and  the  health  as  perfect  as  possi- 
ble, the  yellow  fever  panic,  to  which  I  will  refer  later,  being 
the  only  drawback. 

The  water  generally  used  throughout  the  county  for  drink- 
ing and  culinary  purposes,  is  principally  from  dug  cisterns, 
bricked  and  cemented,  the  water  being  caught  from  roofs  of 
the  dwelling  houses.  Spring  and  Mississippi  river  water 
are  also  used.  The  Mississippi  water  is  muddy,  though 
considered  pure  and  wholesome.  Upon  some,  not  in  the  habit 
of  using  it,  it  has  a  slight  laxative  effect.  The  city  of 
Natchez  contemplates  having  in  the  near  future  a  system  of 
waterworks,  and  the  unanimous  sentiment  of  all  the  citizens 
is  to  procure  the  supply  of  water  from  the  Mississippi,  in 
preference  to  springs  or  wells.  I  have  never  learned  of  any 
special  disease  arising  from  any  water  supply  in  the  county. 
We  have  biit  one  incorporated  town,  and  but  one  public- 
hall  much  used,  and  there  are  no  serious  objections  to  it  in 
a  sanitary  point  of  view,  and  I  consider  the  means  of  escape 
in  case  of  fire  or  accident  are  ample.  The  same  may  be  said 
of  the  school-houses  of  the  county  generally.  Some  are 
rather  rude  in  their  construction,  but  I  do  not  think  there 
can  be  any  complaint  on  the  score  of  ventilation.  The 
county  jail  is  kept  as  clean  as  circumstances  permit,  and 
there  has  been  little  sickness  prevailing  during  the  past 
year.  The  number  confined  during  the  year  has  been  215, 
and  there  were  two  deaths.  These  were  both  lunatics,  and 
had  no  special  disease.     I  cannot  say  the  jail  is  properly  ven- 
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tilated,  or  heated,  and  it  is  altogether  unfitted  for  its  present 
purposes.  The  best  remedy  I  can  recommend  is  to  tear  it 
down  and  build  a  new  one  suited  to  the  times.  This,  I  think, 
our  Board  of  Supervisors  contemplate,  as  soon  as  practica- 
ble. This  has  been  recommended  by  myself  and  grand 
jurors  tor  some  years. 

Rumors  of  yellow  lever  in  Jackson  had  reached  Natchez 
before  your  telegram  announcing  three  cases.  Although 
the  excitement  here  was  very  great,  yet  there  was  not  the 
panic  that  prevailed  elsewhere ;  but  a  strict  quarantine  of 
the  city  was  enforced,  and  stringent  measures  taken  to  pre- 
vent the  introduction  of  the  disease.  I  did  not  think  it  nec- 
essary to  proclaim  a  quarantine  of  the  whole  county  until 
September  27th. 

AMITE  COUNTY. 

REPORT  OF  DR.  C  H.  BATES,  CHIEF  HEALTH  OFFICER. 

I  hereby  transmit  mv  annual  report  for  Amite  county 
ending  September  30,  1888. 

We  have  about  seventeen  thousand  inhabitants  in  this 
county.  Among  these  inhabitants  we  have  no  accurate  way 
of  correctly  and  accurately  reporting  the  exact  amount  of 
sickness  nor  the  number  of  deaths  occurring  from  sickness. 
Suffice  it  to  say,  that  our  county  has  been  unusually  healthy, 
and  that  the  amount  of  sickness  from  all  causes  will  com- 
pare favorably  with  our  most  healthful  years,  and  that  the 
mortality  from  all  causes  has  been  of  a  correspondingly  low 
per  cent. 

Of  the  diseases  of  our  county  this  year  of  more  than  unu- 
sual occurrence  is  that  perhaps  of  typhoid  fever,  which  was 
reported  in  different  districts  throughout  the  county  dur- 
ing winter  and  early  spring.  In  some  localities  the  fatality 
was  about  the  average  in  this  disease,  while  in  others  it 
was  far  below.  From  the  notes  of  seventeen  cases  occurring 
in  my  own  practice  during  the  months  of  December,  Janu- 
ary, February  and  March  in  which  the  maximum  length  or 
duration  was  thirty-seven  daj's,  and  the  minimum  duration 
nineteen  days,  all  of  these  cases  ended  in  recovery.  From 
the  notes  of  two  cases  occurring  in  September  in  which  the 
mean  duration  was  eighteen  days,  one  ending  in  recovery 
and  the  other  proving  fatal. 

We  are  glad  to  report  the  less  prevalence  of  two  diseases, 
that  of  pneumonia  and  remittent  fever.  We  had  but  few 
cases  of  pneumonia  and  only  isolated  cases  of  remittent 
fever  scattered  over  the  county  with  perhaps  sixty  per 
cent,  less  of  than  average  years. 

We  have  had  no  cases  of  yellow  fever,  small  pox  or  chol- 
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era.  But  we  instituted  a  quarantine  for  the  county  on  the 
24th  of  September  against  Jackson,  Miss.,  and  other  districts 
infected  with  yellow  fever.  From  the  favorable  reports  of 
no  new  cases  in  Jackson  and  the  lateness  of  the  season  we 
raised  the  county  quarantine  on  the  5th  of  October. 

The  attendance  of  public  schools  in  our  county,  though 
largely  attended  by  both  races,  has  not  been  the  cause  of  the 
spread  of  contagious  disease. 

The  public  school-houses  of  the  county  have  been  much 
improved  in  the  last  few  years  ;  they  are  being  more  com- 
fortably and  substantially  built  with  necessary  light  and  ven- 
tillation.  It  is  with  pride  that  we  mention  this  wonderful  im- 
provement that  is  now  keeping  pace  with  the  progress  of 
other  modern  improvements.  And  these  sanitary  conditions 
will  soon  be  satisfactory. 

The  sanitary  condition  of  the  county  jail  is  very  good;  it 
is  properly  ventilated,  but  not  heated.  No  special  sickness 
has  occurred  among  the  prisoners  this  year  and  no  deaths, 
(not  even  from  the  rope.)  There  has  been  confined  in  our 
county  jail,  much  to  the'regret  of  myself  and  grievance  to 
our  people,  an  insane  young  man  for  confinement  and  safety 
until  his  formal  petition  could  be  forwarded  and  returned  for 
his  admittance  in  the  asylum.  He  was  attended  by  a  phy- 
sician and  his  insanity  was  thought  to  be  the  lesult  of  neu- 
ralgia of  the  brain. 

The  natural  source  of  water  for  drinking  and  culinary 
purposes  is  obtained  from  dug  and  bored  wells  and  springs. 
The  source  of  our  water  is  so  naturally  pure,  that  the  prop- 
er care  and  attention  is  not  given  the  wells,  allowing  the 
water  to  become  contaminated,  which  proves  in  some  in- 
stances to  become  a  very  fruitful  source  of  disease. 

The  sanitary  condition  of  the  towns  in  the  county  has 
possibly  never  been  better.  The  excitement  of  yellow  fever 
this  summer  caused  a  general  breaking  up  and  cleaning  with 
the  use  of  lime,  etc.,  etc.,  which  will  be  of  material  benefit 
in  future. 

The  county  no  longer  keeps  a  poor-house.  Our  paupers 
are  allowed  so  much  per  capita,  kept  in  private  families 
throughout  the  county.  Therefore,  we  cannot  report  their 
sickness,  the  amount  of  their  sickness,  nor  the  number  of 
deaths.  oSTor  can  we  report  the  number  of  births  and  deaths, 
nor  the  causes  of  deaths,  as  there  is  no  register  of  them 
kept  during  the  year.  Will  it  not  be  necessary  «to  ask  for 
some  legislation  on  these  reports  ?  So  as  to  enable  the 
health  authorities  to  give  a  correct  statistical  mortuary  re- 
port ? 
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CLAY  COUNTY. 

REPORT    OF    DR.    J.    E.    M'EACHIN,    CHIEF    HEALTH    OFFICER. 

This  day  is  the  closing  of  my  term  of  appointment  as 
Health  Officer  for  the  county  of  Clay,  and  I  desire  to  call 
the  following  iny  report: 

I  have  attended  to  all  and  everything  in  the  county  so  far 
as  I  knew  that  appertained  to  its  general  sanitary  condition, 
have  carefully  examined  all  cases  of  suspicious  sickness  that 
I  knew  ot,  where  there  was  danger  of  contagion,  and  stood 
in  readiness  always,  to  meet  and  prevent  any  epidemic  that 
might  threaten.  Fortunately  for  our  people,  we  have  had  no 
epidemic  of  any  character  within  the  past  six  months,  and 
but  few  cases  of  grave  character  of  any  disease  in  the 
county  during  that  time.  Consequently  I  have  nothing  to 
report  of  any  special  character. 

As  spring  is  now  opening,  and  much  should  be  looked 
after  in  a  sanitary  direction,  especially  after  so  much  recent 
heavy  raining,  I  will  zealously  attend  to  said  duty  until  my 
successor  will  be  appointed  at  your  next  regular  meeting  of 
the  State  Board,  hoping  that  I  will  be  that  successor. 


HANCOCK  COUNTY. 

REPORT  OF  DR.  J.  A.  MEAD,  CHIEF  HEALTH  OFFICER. 

I  herewith  submit  my  report  as  chief  health  officer  of 
Hancock  county  for  the  year  ending  September  30,  1888. 

The  estimate  of  the  county  is  seven  thousand  five  hun- 
dred (7,500)  ;  whites,  five  thousand  five  hundred  (5,500),  col- 
ored two  thousand.  The  past  has  been  an  average  year  as 
regards  health ;  about  twenty -five  (25)  per  cent,  increase  in 
sickness  over  the  previous  year  ot  1887. 

One  case  of  typhoid  fever  reported  in  November,  two 
cases  of  diphtheria  in  December,  none  fatal.  Since  Febru- 
ary whooping-cough  has  prevailed  throughout  the  county, 
being  epidemic  in  the  villages.  No  cases  of  yellow  fever, 
cholera,  small-pox,  measles  or  other  contagious  or  infec- 
tious diseases  have  been  reported  during  the  year  except  a 
few  cases  of  scarlet  fever  of  a  mild  type.  With  the  excep- 
tion of  a  few  fatal  cases  of  charbon  among  cattle  and  horses 
near  Gainsville  animals  have  been  free  from  contagious  dis- 
eases. Have  inspected  the  county  poor-house,  and  found 
same  in  a'good  sanitary  condition;  there  have  been  six  (6) 
inmates  during  the  past  year,  one  an  imbecile;  with  the  ex- 
ception of  chronic  ulcer  of  the  lower  extremities  there  has 
been  no  sickness,  stnd    no   deaths  among  the  inmates  during 
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the  past  year.  The  jail  is  in  a  good  sanitary  condition,  well 
ventilated  and  provided  with  stoves  for  heating  purposes ; 
total  number  of  prisoners  confined  thirty-nine  (39),  average 
time  of  confinement  eleven  (11)  days,  longest  time  a  pris 
oner  has  been  confined  one  hundred  and  thirty  (*L30)  days  ; 
no  deaths  and  but  one  case  of  sickness  in  the  jail  during  the 
year. 

There  has  been  forty-seven  (47)  public  schools  ;  thirty- 
seven  (37)  white,  ten  (10)  colored  in  the  county  the  past  year 
mostly  held  during  the  summer  months.  As  a  rule  the  schools 
are  held  in  buildings  used  for  church  purposes,  and  in  most 
instances  are  well  ventilated  and  lighted.  During  Septem- 
ber, from  information  received,  advised  the  people  of  towns 
and  villages  along  the  lines  of  the  railroads  entering  our 
county  to  organize  local  boards  of  health,  and  to  quarantine 
places  within  the  State  infected  with  yellow  fever,  and  used 
every  endeavor  to  avoid  panic.  Through  the  courtesy  oi 
all  the  physicians  of  the  county,  am  enabled  to  report  the 
vital  statistics  of  the  county  nearly  correct,  and  enclose  the 
same  in  a  tabulated  form,  also  enclose  meteorological  sum- 
mary of  this  place. 


REPORT  OF  DEATHS  FOR  HANCOCK    COUNTY,     MISS.,    FOR  THE    YEAR 
ENDING  SEPTEMBER  30,   1888. 


Cause  of  Death. 
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Phthisis  Pulmonalis 

10 

Pneumonia 

4 

Convulsions 

4 

Cancer 

3 

Postportum  hemorrhage 
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Parralysis 
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Pernicious  fever 
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Heart  disease 
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Brights  disease 
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Abscess  of  liver 
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Puerperal  fever 
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Dropsy 

4 

Apoplexy 

2 

Dimentia 
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Eutoritis 
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Peritonitis 
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Croup  
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report  of  deaths  for  hancock  county continued. 


Cause  of  Death. 


Gun-shot,  (murdered). 

Chorea 

Tetanus 

Dyspepsia 

Billious  colic 

Chronic  diarrhoea.  .  .  . 

Malarial  fever 

Trismus  nascentium.  . 

Rheumatism 

Cholera  infantum.  .  .  . 

Marasmus 

Meningitis 

Dysentary 


Total , 


Deaths  under  1  j^ear 

"       from  1  year  to  10  years, 
c.         «     10     n     u  20       " 

"         «     20     "     "  50       " 
"       over  50  years 


Total 


37 
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21 
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3  1 
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2134 


55 


6 
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6 
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19 

55 


Deaths  per  1,000  per  annum 7 .  33 

Deaths  per  1,000  whites  per  annum 6.72 

Deaths  per  1,000  colored  per  annum 9.00 

Report  of  births  for  Hancock  county  for  the  year  ending 
September  30th,  1888 : 


Male  children  born 81 

Female  children  born 75 


Total  white  children  born 109 

Total  colored  children  born 47 

Total  white  and  colored  children  born 156 

Meteorological  summary  for  Pearlington,  Miss: 
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Temperature. 
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HINDS  COUNTY. 


REPORT  OF  DR.  W.  E.  TODD,  CHIEF  HEALTH  OFFICER. 

I  have,  as  Health  Officer  of  Hinds  county,  discharged  such 
duties  as  were  incumbent  upon  me.  In  the  discharge  of  my 
official  duties,  I  have  found  the  citizens  uniformly  cour- 
teous, and  in  every  instance  where  improved  sanitation  for 
the  improvement  of  the  environments  of  those  interested 
was  ordered  made,  such  was  done  by  those  so  ordered  in  a 
manner  that  led  me  to  believe  that  the  people,  as  a  whole, 
had  begun  to  appreciate  sanitary  science.  It  is  my  pleasure 
to  report  that  no  serious  epidemics  have  occurred  in  Hinds 
county  during  the  past  year.  Complaint  has  been  made  to 
me  that  J.  D.  Coleman  has  on  his  property  a  cesspool' which 
is  a  menace  to  the  public  health.  This  cesspool  is  just  with- 
out the  corporate  limits  of  Clinton,  and  is,  no  doubt,  during 
the  spring  and  summer  months,  a  most  prolific  source  of 
miasmatic  poison  ;  further,  it  is  covered  with  grass,  and  the 
effects  of  the  sun's  rays  on  the  decaying  vegetation  emits  a 
most  disagreeable  odor. 
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ISSAQUENA  COUNTY. 

REPORT    OF    DR.    F.    M.    HALBERT,    CHIEF    HEALTH    OFFICER. 

I  beg  to  submit  tbe  following  report  of  the  sanitary  con- 
dition of  Issaquena'  county  during  the  year  1888.  The 
number  of  inhabitants  of  the  county  is  about  7,000,  and  the 
number  of  deaths  about  3  per  cent,  per  thousand  of  the 
above  number.  The  amount  of  sickness  from  all  causes  dur- 
ing the  year  has  been  about  the  same  as  the  average  during 
previous  years.  The  death  rate  has  been  about  the  same. 
The  diseases  and  causes  of  death  were  about  same  as  previous 
year.  No  particular  disease  predominating.  Nothing  oc- 
curring in  the  way  of  an  outbreak  of  a  contagious  or  in- 
fectious nature.  All  slaughter  houses,  market  houses  and 
butcher  stalls  are  kept  in  a  sanitary  condition  ;  all  theatres 
and  public  halls  are  kept  in  good  sanitary  condition. 

The  county  jail  is  properly  ventilated  and  heated  and 
kept  in  good  sanitary  condition.  There  has  been  only  about 
eight  prisoners  confined  in  county  jail  during  the  year.  No 
sickness  or  deaths  therein.  Sanitary  condition  of  poor 
house  is  good. 

It  is  impossible  to  make  a  correct  statement  of  births  and 
deaths  that  have  occurred  during  the  year.  Nothing  else  of 
importance  to  report. 

I  might  add  that  an  outbreak  of  yellow  fever  in  Jackson, 
Miss.,  caused  much  alarm  here  and  caused  us  to  keep  a 
strict  quarantine  for  some  time.  However  everything  passed 
off  without  much  trouble  to  us. 


JASPEE  COUNTY. 

REPORT    OF    DR.    B.    F.    TRAVIS,    CHIEF    HEALTH    OFFICER. 

I  submit  the  following  as  my  annual  report : 

I  would  estimate  the  number  of  inhabitants  of  our  county 
to  be  about  12,000  or  14.000.  As  regards  the  number  of 
deaths  I  would  suppose  there  had  not  been  more  than  75  or 
100,  probably  not  so  many  as  our  county  has  been  quite 
healthy  the  past  year. 

There  was  a  decrease  in  the  total  amount  of  sickness  dur- 
ing the  past  year.  The  exact  decrease  I  could  not  say,  but 
would  suppose  some  10  or  12  per  cent.  less. 

The  rates  of  deaths  were  somewhat  less  compared  with 
previous  year  though  the  percentage  was  small.  We  had  no 
disease  or  causes  of  deaths  that  were  more  prevalent  during 
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the  past  year  than  formally  (except  typhoid  fever).  In  fact 
less  than  in  previous  years.  We  have  had  less  diphtheria  and 
dysentery  the  past  year  than  we  have  had  for  several  years, 
hence  a  less  death  rate  from  these  causes.  The  rate  of  mor- 
tality I  think  has  been  somewhat  less  than  in  former  years 
in  typhoid  fever,  and  I  hardly  know  how  to  attribute  the 
lessened  mortality  unless  from  the  fact  of  better  hygienic- 
surroundings  and  our  physicians  becoming  more  acquainted 
with  the  disease.  This  (typhoid)  fever  has  been  more  preva- 
lent than  in  former  years,  and  why  I  cannot  tell.  We  have 
had  decidedly  less  malarial  fever  this  compared  with  former 
years. 

There  was  no  month  during  the  past  year  in  which  there 
was  an  unusually  high  rate  of  mortality  from  the  fact  that 
we  have  had  no  great  mortality  from  any  cause.  Our 
county  has  been  ravaged  with  the  mumps  the  past  year,  but 
no  month  has  been  worse  than  others  that  I  know  of,  and  no 
month  has  been  exempt.  It  made  its  appearance  in  the 
county  about  one  year  ago.  The  first  time  in  quite  a  num- 
ber of  3-ears  but  no  bad  results. 

Typhoid  fever  as  I  have  already  said  has  been  somewhat 
more  prevalent  than  in  former  years. 

The  number  of  cases  I  could  hardly  say ;  in  my  own 
practice  I  have  had  twelve  cases.  We  probably  had  more 
in  my  immediate  vicinity,  than  in  other  portions  of  the 
county,  tho.  there  were  cases  throughout  the  entire  county 
in  different  localities.  We  also  had  few  cases  of  diphtheria, 
but  in  a  mild  form.  There  appeared  no  cases  of  yellow 
fever  (unless  the  case  of  E.  A.  Hamblin, -of  Vossburg,  was 
one).  Small-pox,  cholera,  scarlet  fever,  measles,  whooping- 
cough,  cerebro-spinal-menigitis.  The  attendance  on  the 
public  schools  has  not  caused  the  spread  of  any  disease  in 
the  county,  except  the  mumps,  which  has  been  spread  by  pu- 
pils in  several  instances,  in  portions  of  the  county. 

With  regard  to  diseases  pertaining  to  animals,  there  has 
been  none  in  the  county  during  the  past  year. 

I  don't  think  there  is  any  special  unsanitary  conditions 
present  in  our  county.  We  have  no  slaughter  houses,  butcher 
stalls,  etc. 

Our  water  is  pure,  generally  obtained  from  wells  and 
springs. 

Of  the  typhoid  fever  cases  I  had  during  the  summer  and 
fall,  there  were  eight  in  one  house,  and  I  am  disposed  to  at- 
tribute the  cause  to  the  drinking  water  or  impure  cows'  milk. 
The  latter,  though,  I  think.  Neither  the  water  nor  the  milk 
was  analyzed.  The  well  was  in  bad  repair,  being  filled  with 
filth  of  various  kinds,  such  as  is  often  thrown  into  wells  by 
children,  and  later  found  that  the  cow  the  family  had  used  milk 
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from  had  been  diseased  in  the  earry  spring  from  some  causa, 
but  all  the  summer,  the  family  had  used  milk  from  her,  and 
about  the  time  the  family  were  taken  sick,  the  calf  was 
noticed  to  be  ailing  also,  but  these  facts  I  never  learned 
until  afterwards,  and  out  of  a  family  of  eleven,  eight  were 
prostrated,  and  it  was  noticed  that  those  who  drank  most- 
ly of  the  milk  were  the  ones  who  were  sick,  and  on  the 
other  hand  the  father  who  stated  these  facts  said  that  he 
drank  no  milk,  neither  did  the  other  two,  (wife  and  son)  who 
were  not  sick,  drink  any  scarcely.  'Twas  those  who  drank 
most  freely  that  were  sickest.  They  drank  the  milk  warm 
from  the  cow.  And  as  for  the  water,  said  he  drank  much 
more  than  any  other  member  of  the  family,  and  was  not  sick 
at  all.  I  am  constrained  to  believe  the  cause  in  this  family 
was  from  impure  milk.  The  family  lived  here  in  town  and 
were  surrounded  by  new  neighbors,  two  or  three  families 
just  across  the  street,  and  none  of  them  had  the  fever  except 
one  little  girl,  who  had  a  light  case,  though  I  did  not  see  her. 

With  regard  to  the  school  houses  I  would  say  that  they 
are  in  good  sanitary  condition.  There  are  probably  some 
not  as  well-lighted  and  heated  as  they  should  be. 

Our  county  jail  is  not  as  well  ventilated  as  should  be,  and 
is  not  heated  at  all.  Otherwise  I  think  the  sanitary  condi- 
tion is  good. 

There  have  been  about  a  dozen  prisoners  confined  in  the  jail 
at  different  times  during  the  past  year ;  no  one  for  any  great 
length  of  time.     No  sickness  and  no  deaths. 

The  sanitary  condition  of  the  poor-house  is  good. 

Fourteen  inmates  during  the  past  }^ear.  Only  two  have 
been  under  treatment.  One  for  chronic  lung  trouble  and  the 
other  for  chronic  ulcer  of  the  leg,  (without  any  improvement 
I  am  told).     No  deaths. 

It  will  be  impossible  to  give  you  anything  like  a  correct 
report  of  the  births  and  deaths,  as  I  am  bound  to  get  my  in- 
formation from  the  physicians  of  the  county;  most  of  it  at 
least,  and  some  of  them  are  very  dilatory  in  getting  up  a  re- 
port of  their  births  and  deaths;  and  I  would  suggest  here — 
that  a  small  diary  be  gotten  up,  and  a  sufficient  number  be 
furnished  every  health  officer;  and  he  furnish  one  to  every 
physician  of  his  county,  that  they  might  keep  a  correct  re- 
cord of  all  births  and  deaths,  and  then  they  would  be  pre- 
pared to  report  to  chief  health  officers  of  their  respective 
counties,  which  would  enable  us  to  report  to  you  fully  and 
satisfactorily. 


LAUDEKALE    COUNTY. 

REPORT    OF    DR.    M.    J.    THOMPSON,    CHIEF    HEALTH    OFFICER. 

I    estimate   the    number   of    inhabitants    of    Lauderdale 
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county  at  30,000,  and  have  no  data  by  which  I  can  estimate 
the  number  of  deaths  during  the  past  year.  The  amount  of 
sickness  during  the  past  year  has  been  less  than  in  previous 
years,  and  the  deaths  proportionately  less.  Do  not  realize 
that  any  diseases  have  been  more  prevalent  than  usual  dur- 
ing the  past  year.  Have  no  malignant  diseases.  Most  of 
the  deaths  from  typhoid  fever.  Cannot  account  for  les- 
sened prevalence. 

There  was  not  any  unusual  mortality  from  any  disease 
during  the  past  year ;  greatest  mortality  in  typhoid  fever 
during  the  months  of  August  and  September.  Have  hud 
no  yellow  fever,  small-pox,  cholera  or  any  other  contagious 
or  infectious  disease  during  the  past  year,  except  a  few  cases 
of  scarlet  fever,  a  greater  number  of  typhoid  fever.  A  few 
cases  of  measles  and  whooping  cough,  two  cases  cerebro 
spinal  meningetis,  both  recovered  ;  a  few  cases  of  diphtheria. 
A  very  light  mortality  accompanying  all.  None  of  these 
diseases  were  spread  through  the  public  schools. 

The  only  meteorological  condition  worthy  of  notice  during 
the  past  year  has  been  an  unusual  precipitation  of  rain 
throughout  the  year. 

The  sewage  of  the  asylum  is  emptied  into  a  field  adjoin- 
ing the  asylum,  which  has  been  the  cause  of  typhoid  fever 
in  that  neighborhood.  Attention  of  board  of  trustees  was 
called  to  this  matter,  and  a  recommendation  made  to  them 
to  extend  the  sewage  pipe  to  some  other  point,  but  the 
trustees,  while  acknowledging  the  necessity  for  such  an 
extension,  plead  a  want  of  funds  for  its  execution.  I  would 
recommend  that  the  next  Legislature  make  an  appropriation 
for  the  extension  of  the  Asylum  sewage  system  one-half 
mile  west  of  Asylum  below  Artificial  Lake  and  water  supply. 
The  slaughter  houses  and  butcher  stalls  are  kept  in  a  fair 
condition  in  Meridian  and  are  under  the  supervision  of  the 
city  health  officer.  Water  is  furnished  from  wells  and 
springs" and  the  city  Avater  works  supplied  from  springs  two 
miles  from  Meridian.     Water  pure  and  wholesome. 

Question  20  and  27— No  Opera  House,  McKav's  Hall, 
Con  Shehan's  Hall,  Standard  Club  Hall,  K.  of  P.  Hall, 
Y.  M.  C.  A.  Hall,  Meyer  &  Winner's  Hall,  Walker  &  Hall's 
Hall,  all  in  the  city  of  Meridian  not  provided  with  fire 
escapes.  School-houses  are  in  a  sanitary  condition,  elegantly 
ventilated,  badly  heated  and  lighted. 

There  are,  however,  some  new  school  houses  in  process  of 
construction  in  the  city  of  Meridian,  which  will  prove  to  be 
models  in  construction  from  a  sanitary  point.  Have  exam- 
ined county  jail.  It  is  properly  ventilated  and  heated  ;  sup- 
plied with  water  from  water  works  and  sewered.  Number 
of  prisoners  confined  in  jail  during  this  year  average  about 
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fifteen.  Number  cases  sickness  average  about  three  cases  a 
month.  Diseases,  fever,  syphillis,  etc.  Sanitary  condition 
of  poor-house,  good.  Number  inmates  during  this  year 
average  about  twelve.  Diseases,  fever,  etc.  Deaths,  two. 
Causes,  one  from  old  age,  the  other  was  caused  by  train. 
The  only  other  public  building  in  county  is  court-house. 
Fine  sanitary  condition.  I  cannot  furnish  number  of  births 
and  deaths  in  county,  as  there  is  no  law  compelling  doctors 
and  midwives  to  register  their  cases. 


LOWNDES    COUNTY. 

REPORT    OF    DR.    B.    A.    VAUGHAN,    CHIEF    HEALTH    OFFICER. 

At  the  last  reporting  for  Lowndes  county,  gastric  and 
typhoid  fevers,  together  with  measels  and  whooping  cough 
were  prevailing.  The  two  latter  prevailed  to  a  wide  extent. 
They  have  both  run  their  courses  as  an  epidemic.  Typhoid 
fever  abated  during  the  spring  and  summer  months,  and 
altogether  the  health  of  the  people  during  the  year  has  been 
exceptionally  good  until  the  middle  of  September,  when 
fevers  assumed  a  decidedly  congestive  type.  The  mortality 
from  this  cause  has  been  greater  than  usual  among  the  class 
of  population  who  usually  think  of  intermittent  fever  as 
"only  a  chill." 

While  the  health  of  the  whole  county  has  been  good,  (ex- 
cept on  the  east  side,  on  the  Alabama  line,  where  typhoid 
fever  of  severe  tj-pe  has  prevailed  this  fall,)  there  were  nine- 
ty (90)  deaths  this  year  from  diseases  which  are  preventable. 
Last  month  I  called  the  attention  of  the  board  of  supervisoi's 
to  this  unnecessary  loss  of  life,  and  with  the  loss  of  life  a 
waste  of  wealth.  I  say  waste  of  wealth,  because  of  the  nec- 
essary expenditure  of  money  to  buiy  the  dead,  nurse  and 
physic  them  while  they  were  sick,  as  well  as  the  loss  of  time 
of  the  nurses.  And  when  we  come  to  consider  that  for  every 
person  who  dies,  there  are  hundreds  of  days  of  sickness  and 
nursing  of  those  who  do  not  die,  as  well  as  those  who 
die;  and  the  figures  of  loss  run  up  into  the  thousands. 
For  the  ninety  (90)  persons  who  died  during  the  year  from 
preventable  diseases,  at  least  one-half  had  reached  the  age  of 
productive  labor,  and  their  death  was  a  loss  to  the  State 
and  county,  (in  money  paid  out  and  productive  labor  lost,)  of 
the  considerable  sum  of  eighteen  thousand  dollars.  (18,000.) 
Nor  is  this  all  the  loss  to  the  State  and  county;  for,  as  sta- 
tistics show,  if  the  deaths  be  averaged,  that  average  will  give 
a  term  of  at  least  thirty  (30)  years  that  the  deceased  should 
have  lived  and    produced    wealth  for  the    State  and  county. 
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Estimate  this  loss  as  low  as  §100  per  year,  as  their  produc- 
tive value,  and  we  have  the  considerable  sura  of  (§90,000) 
ninety  thousand  dollars  loss  to  the  State  for  this  count}- 
alone;  and  if  we  make  the  figures  for  the  whole  State  at  the 
ratio  of  population  of  Lowndes  county,  and  what  a  tremen- 
dous necessity  is  exhibited  why  the  State  should  encourage 
the  dissemination  of  truths  as  to  sanitation,  hygiene,  and  the 
proper  ways  of  living,  by  her  Board  of  Health,  chief 
health  officers,  and  the  members  of  the  medical  profes- 
sion generally.  Only  think,  if  your'  immigration  agent 
brought  to  the  State  the  same  ratio  as  is  this  death  rate, 
what  a  success  would  be  claimed.  Then  why  not  save  what 
we  have  ? 

With  the  report  which  I  presented  to  the  board  of  super- 
visors of  this  county,  was  accompanied  the  proposal  to  enter 
upon  the  educating  of  the  people  of  this  county,  through 
pamphlets  and  circulars  upon  sanitation,  hygiene,  and  the 
means  of  preventing  disease,  if  they  would  pay  for  the 
printing  and  postage,  and  that  I  would  undertake  the  labor 
of  preparing  and  distributing  from  time  to  time  such  infor- 
mation as  would  teach  the  people  in  a  practical  way  that  dis- 
ease and  death  were  measurably  controlled  and  mastered  by 
scientific  sanitation  and  right  living,  and  this  would  be  done 
at  a  cost  of  one  cent  per  capita  of  population,  none  of  which 
should  be  applied  to  the  chief  health  officer  as  compensation 
for  his  labor.  The  supervisors  have  the  suggestion  under 
consideration,  and  it  may  be  that  the  outbreak  of  yellow 
fever  at  this  time,  and  the  means  instituted  to  stay  the  spread 
of  that  infection,  may  cause  them  to  think  of  life  as  worth 
protection. 

The  public  buildings  of  the  county  have  been  added  to. 
by  the  erection  of  the  Tombigbee  Mills  building,  and  a  three 
story  brick  school  house  for  the  use  of  the  Franklin  Acad- 
emy at  Columbus.  This  building  is  now  being  roofed,  but 
will  not  be  ready  for  the  school  term,  now  opening;  in  both 
of  these  buildings  the  laws  of  sanitation  and  hygiene  re- 
ceived recognition,  and  I  believe  when  occupied,  benefits 
will  at  once  be  experienced,  especially  if  properly  construc- 
ted, seats  for  the  school  building  be  added  ;  in  this  particu- 
lar the  physical  well-being  of  pupils  has  been  most  sadly 
neglected  in  all  school  buildings  ot  the  country. 

A  part  of  my  report  for  1886-87,  as  to  the  1. I.&  College, 
was  not  only  not  kindly  received,  but  was  harshly  criticised 
by  Dr.  E.  W.  Jones  as  president,  part  of  the  faculty,  and 
societies  of  the  College  in  a  supplemental  issue  of  the 
"  Echo,"  the  college  paper.  This  was  of  such  nature  that  I 
felt  constrained  to  notice  the  same,  which  I  did  in  an  open 
letter  to    Dr.    Jones,    the    president;  that  letter  I  herewith 
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transmit  as  a  part  of  this  report,  or  rather  of  the  acts  of  the 
chief  health  officer  during  the  year: 

Columbus,  Miss.,  March  28,  1888. 

To  Dr.  R.  W.  Jones,  President  of  Ike  I.  I.  <f"  College,  Columbus, 

Miss. : 

Sir: — A  copy  of  the  "  Echo  Supplement"  of  March  19th 
I  received  through  the  post-office  on  yesterday,  and  I  do  not 
now  address  you  for  the  purpose  of  replication,  but  to  say, 
had  you,  and  those  joining  you,  in  your  criticism  of  my  re* 
port  as  "  Chief  Health  Officer  for  Lowndes  County,"  ex- 
amined the  law  of  the  State,  as  to  my  duty  under  the  law, 
you  would  have  seen  there  was  not  a  line  in  the  "  report" 
for  1887  not  required  of  me.  See  Section  8  of  Act  to  amend 
the  statutes  in  regard  to  boards  of  health,  as  follows: 

Sec.  8.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of 
the  chief  health  officer  of  each  county  to  report  to  the  State 
Board  of  Health  every  matter  involving  the  health  of  the 
county,  to  examine  and  report  in  regard  to  the  ventilation 
of  theatres,  city  halls  and  public  buildings  generally,  in  re- 
gard to  preservation  of  human  life  in  case  of  fire;  to  make 
report  of  matters  needing  attention  in  public  schools  for  the 
preservation  of  the  health  of  the  pupils,  to  report  in  regard 
to  any  matter  calculated  to  affect  injuriously  the  public 
health  of  his  county.  It  shall  be  his  duty  to  correspond 
with  the  State  Board  of  Health  and  give  to  said  State  Board 
any  items  that  he  may  deem  worthy  of  communication,  and 
shall  as  often  as  required  by  said  State  board  or  the  secreta- 
ry thereof,  give  information  of  any  kind  that  he  may  be 
called  upon  to  furnish  •  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  said  county 
health  officer  to  examine  drinking  water  in  different  locali- 
ties, and  if  impurities  be  discovered  to  make  the  same  known 
to  the  public,  giving  at  the  same  time,  the  means  of  purify- 
ing the  same,  and  shall  report  on  stagnant  pools  and  other 
matters  that  would  have  a  deleterious  effect  on  the  water 
used  for  domestic  purposes,  or  that  would  cause  malaria  or 
be  injurious  to  the  public  health,  whether  the  same  be  on 
private  premises  or  public  highways  or  elsewhere,  and  shall 
examine  and  report  on  market  houses  or  butcher  stalls  and 
any  other  matter  that  may,  in  the  opinion  of  said  health  offi- 
cer, have  a  tendency  to  injuriously  affect  the  public  health. 

So  you  have  arraigned  the  State,  not  the  "  chief  health 
officer."  I  wish  to  say  also,  that  besides  the  requirements 
of  the  law,  that  the  "  State  Board  of  Health"  last  year,  re- 
quested me  to  withhold  my  report  until  they  sent  me  for- 
mulated inquiries,  reply  to  which  they  requested  I  should 
include  in  that  report. 
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Xow,  Mr.  President,  if  there  be  errors  in  my  report  as  to 
matters  concerning  the  I.  I.  &  C,  other  than  the  report  on 
whooping  cough,  (which  error  was  in  the  editing  at  Jack- 
son in  not  separating  paragraphs)  the  college  officials  are 
more  responsible  for  them  than  the  "  chief  health  officer." 
For  when  I  first  made  preparation  for  report  as  to  that  In- 
stitution, I  found  that  Drs.  Matthews,  McCabe,  Lipscomb, 
Mayo,  and  Spillman  had  been  invited  to  visit,  and  inspect 
the  College  ;  but  when  they  learned  the}'  were  expected  to 
assume  the  function  of  the  "  chief  health  officer"  they  de- 
clined to  serve.  I  then,  in  writing,  formulated  inquiries, 
which  I  left  with  you,  Mr.  President,  to  aanswerso  far  as  you 
could,  at  your  leisure;  which  inquiries  and  answers  Ire- 
ported  to  the  State  Board  of  Health. 

The  following  year,  some  weeks  before  my  report  was  pre- 
pared, I  addressed  officially  a  note  to  the  "  Secretary  of  the 
Board  of  Trustees"  of  the  I.  I.  &  College,  requesting  infor- 
mation upon  subjects  I  wished  to  incorporate  in  my  next  re- 
port to  the  "  State  Board  of  Health."  I  addressed  my  offi- 
cial note  to  that  officer  because  I  saw  notice  on  the  door  of 
the  college  dormitory  that  he  was  the  proper  person  to  at* 
tend  to  college  matters,  etc.,  and  learned  personally  from  him 
that  he  was  the  proper  person  for  me  to  communicate  with 
officially. 

I  waited  for  response  to  my  note  until  near  the  time  when 
the  law  makes  my  report  due;  and  addressed  him  a  second 
note,  in  reply  to  which  he  wrote  that  the  information  I  sought 
was  not  in  his  office,  but  at  the  College.  I  then  had  a  personal 
interview'  with,  him  and  learned  that  he  called  "  Dr.  Jones'  " 
attention  to  the  same,  and  that  he  declined  to  give  the  mat- 
ter attention,  as  my  communication  was  not  addressed  to 
him.  So,  Mr.  President,  you  see  I  was  forced  to  rely  on  my 
"  limited  observation"  and  such  information  as  came  to  me 
through  other  sources  than  yourself,  or  any  of  the  faculty 
associated  with  you  at  the  College. 

My  conclusion  as  to  causes  of  syncope  were  not  strained  ; 
it  was  arrived  at  from  observing  that  the  sufferers  from 
syncope,  so  far  as  I  saw  and  learned,  were  ferventhT  zealous 
in  the  cause  of  Religion  and  Temperance,  and  easily  became 
excited  by  discussions,  or  contemplation  of  these  subjects. 
I  did  not  intend  to  say,  nor  did  I  say,  that  syncope  occurred 
during  exercises  in  the  hall  of  these  societies  ;  but  concluded 
it  was  incident  to  the  excited  interest  felt  continuously 
since  they  listened  to  the  fervor  of  Revs.  Sam  Jones  and 
Small.  I  ask  to  be  allowed,  Mr.  President,  to  say  to  the 
young  ladies  of  those  societies,  through  you,  that  in  my  re- 
port as  "  Chief  Health  Officer  "  I  was  dealing  alone  with  the 
causes  which  affected  health,   and  not  with  them  as  organ- 
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ized,  or  the  subjects  of  their  organization;  for  I  ever 
remember  I  am  a  member  of  a  very  large  organization  in 
these  States,  and  every  other  State  of  the  whole  world,  who 
have  vowed  a  vow  "  to  defend  the  Christian  Religion  and 
Innocent  Maidens." 

As  to  the  first  cases  of  measles  being  concealed,  Mr.  Pres- 
ident, were  they,  or  any  other  case  of  contagions  or  com- 
municable disease  existing  at  the  College,  ever  reported  to 
the  "  Chief  Health  Officer"  by  jon,  the  physician  attending, 
or  the  matron  ?  The  law  says  you  must  report  them,  and 
makes  the  failure  so  to  do,  a  penalty  punishable  by  fine,  or 
fine  and  imprisonment.  I  have  yet  to  receive  the  first 
report  from  the  I.  I.  &  College  as  to  the  introduction  of 
such  diseases  in  its  dormitory. 

I  agree  with  you,  Mr.  President,  "  that  men  of  scientific 
habits,  of  close  observation  and  thought,  generally  present 
opinions  with  somewhat  of  diffidence."  But  in  the  declar- 
ation fhat  the  "  Health  Officer  in  this  case  gives  his  opinion 
as  though  it  were  a  settled  fact,"  I  disagree.  Read  again, 
sir,  and  you  will  find  I  gave  no  opinion.  I  stated  the  fact 
that  "rules  as  regards  the  duties  of  the  school  hours,  discip- 
line and  recreation  are  in  conflict  with  advanced  views  of 
the  necessities  of  hygiene."  I  take  it,  the  views  as  expressed 
in  the  "Transactions"  of  the  members  of  "  The  American 
Public  Health  Associations  "  will  be  everywhere  accepted  as 
advanced  views,  especially  on  those  subjects  which  the 
Association  have  awarded  prizes.  If  you  will  examine 
their  reports  on  "  School  Hygiene,"  and  collateral  subjects 
thereto,  you  may  conclude  some  of  those  views  are  "  fixed." 

I  cannot  think  you  intended  to  exclude  me,  even  by 
implication,  from  those  "  most  skillful  medical  practitioners 
in  the  city  "  whom  you  consulted,  and  avail  yourself  of  their 
advice  in  matters  of  Sanitation  and  Hygiene ;  for  I  well  re- 
member when  I  was  invited  to  confer  with  you  and  archi- 
tects while  the  selection  of  plans  for  building  were  the  sub- 
jects of  conference  ;  also  since  the  College  has  been  in  oper- 
ation; and  you  may  recall  how  cordially  you  accepted  nry 
suggestion  as  to  a  "  fire  escape  drill,"  the  removal  of  build- 
ing debris  from  the  cellar,  the  utility  of  "  window  boards  " 
for  ventilation,  etc. 

Nor  can  I  think  you  not  mindful  that  I  have  ever  been  in 
the  forefront  in  this  community  in  the  cordial  and  unremit- 
ting support  of  the  I.  I.  &  College,  its  president  and  officers; 
or  else  how  would  it  be  accounted  for  in  the  selection  of 
myself,  as  the  associate  with  four  other  of  our  citizens,  to 
whom  was  intrusted  the  presentation  of  this  city's  claims  to 
its  location  ;  also,  when  the  trustees  were  here,  according  to 
law,    to    inspect   as   to    location,    to    me,  by  selection,  was 
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assigned  the  duty  of  presenting  to  them  our  claims  to  sani- 
tation and  salubrity;  again,  when  our  legal  responsibility 
for  the  donation  tendered  the  College  "was  questioned,  it 
was  my  pleasure  to  lend  my  name  and  credit  as  pledge  of 
its  utmost  fulfillment.  So  it  cannot  be  conceived  I  am 
unfriendly  to  the  College,  nor  can  any  conclusion  justly  be 
arrived  at,  that  I  entertain  aught  but  the  kindliest  feelings 
towards  the  president,  faculty  and  officers  of  the  same,  and 
I  challenge  the  naming  the  occasion  when  I  failed  to  raise 
my  voice  in  their  support  and  commendation. 

Failing  to  find  that  it  was  other  than  mine  to  construe 
my  duty  under  the  law  as  "  Chief  Health  Officer,"  and  that 
my  last  annual  report  was  other  than  compliance  therewith, 
I  am  very  respectfully, 

B.  A.  Yaughan,  M.  D., 
Chief  Health  Officer  Lowndes  County. 

There  were  three  cases  of  typhoid  fever  in  thr  College 
just  after  the  beginning  of  the  term;  I  gave  the  "  Health 
Officer/'  Mrs.  Kells,  all  the  aid  in  my  power  in  the  case  and 
management  of  the  cases,  and  I  commend  her  for  the  care 
and  judgment  taken  with  the  patients  and  the  rooms  they 
occupied  were  dealt  with  by  her.  No  other  cases  occurred. 
While  reporting  upon  schools,  I  beg  to  say  that  by  invi- 
tation of  Mr.  C.  H.  Cocke,  the  now  president  of  the  I.  I.  & 
C,  I  inspected  the  grounds  and  buildings  of  that  institu- 
tion while  the  question  of  quarantining  the  same  was  pend- 
ing before  the  city  council.  I  found  a  very  fair  state  of 
sanitation,  and  could  only  point  out  a  few  betterments, 
which  I  found  was  in  process  of  attention.  I  see  no  reason 
why  vigorous  health  should  not  be  the  rule  there ;  and  it 
must  be  the  rule  when  the  trustees  are  able  to  give  them 
that  which  all  schools  should  have,  viz.,  a  scientific  in- 
structor in  "  Physical  Training." 

The  College  has  just  passed  through  the  ordeal  of  quar- 
antine imposed  upon  it  by  the  city  government;  this  was 
done  contrary  to  my  official  counsel  and  advice.  I  warned 
them  that  a  quarantine  would  be  contrary  to  law,  and,  being 
illegal,  was,  of  coui*se, unjust  and  wrong.  I  say  contrary  to 
law,  because  at  the  time  of  establishing  the  quarantine,  there 
was  not  a  case  of  sickness  in  the  College  ;  and  I  believe  not 
a  single  case  of  even  trivial  illness  occurred  during  the  dura- 
tion of  quarantine.  But  the  people  were  more  panic- 
stricken  than  they  were  during  the  tei-rible  epidemic  of  yel- 
low fever  of  1878  ;  and,  forsooth,  as  six  of  the  girls  had 
recently  come  from  Jackson,  where  yellow  fever  then 
existed,  but  appeared  after  their  departure  from  their 
homes,    it    was    contended   that  "  great    danger    existed," 
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when,  in  fact,  a  bare  possibility  of  danger  was  the  calmer 
conclusion. 

The  county  jail  has  three  inmates  only,  two  insane  and  one 
prisoner.  During  the  year,  from  the  jail  to  the  penitentiary, 
there  has  passed  nine  prisoners ;  and  to  the  "county  contract 
prison,"  seventy  prisoners ;  there  was  no  death  in  jail 
during  the  past  year,  and  but  two  deaths  in  the  "contract 
prison."  The  jail  is  neatly  kept  and  prisoners,  while  con- 
fined therein,  are  in  better  sanitation  than  they  were  in  their 
homes. 

The  paupers  of  the  county  are  kept  by  contract  on  a  farm; 
of  this  class  the  county  this  year  has  sixteen  persons,  two 
having  died  of  syphilis. 

The  rain  fall  during  the  year  was  61.75  inches.  The 
greatest  monthly  rain  fall  was  12.25  inches  in  December 
last,  and  the  least  0.90  inches  in  August. 

The  mean  temperature  for  the  year  was  58°,  the  highest 
being  100°  on  the  29th  of  July,  and  the  lowest  10°  on  Decem- 
ber the  30th  and  January  the  20th.  The  mean  temperature 
was  about  50°  higher  than  usual  with  us,  the  heated  terms 
of  June  and  Jul}1,  which  rarely  last  longer  than  three  or 
four  days  continuous^,  while  in  the  past  summer  we  had 
twelve   continuous  days  of  hot  weather. 

On  the  outbreak  of  yelllow  fever  in  epidemic  form  in 
Florida,  the  State  Board  of  Health  established  a  quarantine 
inspection  station  at  Steen's  in  this  county,  a  station  on  the 
Georgia  Pacific  Bailroad,  next  to  the  Alabama  line,  appoint- 
ing Dr.  A.  C.  Halbert,  inspector.  I  regret  to  report  that 
Dr.  Halbert,  as  well  as  myself,  as  chief  health  officer,  met 
with  resistance,  instead  of  aid,  from  the  people  in  the  neigh- 
borhood of  Steen's.  Shot-guns  and  force  had  to  be  con- 
tended with.  I  was  unable  to  convince  them  that  the  State 
was  maintaining  an  inspection  station,  and  not  a  refugee  or 
yellow  fever  camp;  failing  to  satisfy  their  several  commit- 
tees who  waited  on  me,  and  finding  the  camp  tents  were 
forcibly  taken  down,  I  wrote  to  the  justice  of  the  peace  of 
the  district,  and  through  him  have  a  negative  peace ;  the 
panic  is  fast  subsiding,  and  the  visit  of  Dr.  Hyer,  President 
of  the  State  Board  of  Health  I  think  took  the  wind  out  of 
the  sail  of  the  last  panicky  craft. 

Counter-prescribing,  and  practice  of  medicine  without 
license  still  goes  on  unabated;  in  this  direction  a  new  field 
is  being  opened  through  the  use  of  the  "Electropure." 


LINCOLN  COUNTY. 

REPORT    OF    DR.    E.    J.    BOWEN,     CHIEF    HEALTH    OFFICER. 

In   accordance    with  instructions    by  the   State   Board  of 
Health  I  submit  the  following  annual  report^: 
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The  population  of  Lincoln  county  is  about  fifteen  thous- 
and, (15,000),  the  death  rate  is  about  one  hundred  and  fifty, 
(150),  as  near  as  I  can  judge  as  there  is  no  record  of  deaths 
or  births  kept  in  the  county. 

The  amount  of  sickness  this  year  I  think  is  less  than  it 
was  the  previous  year,  and  the  death  rate  less.  It  has  been 
an  unusually  dry  year  in  this  section,  which  no  doubt  has 
contributed  to  the  general  good  health  of  the  county. 

We  have  had  no  epidemics  of  contagious  diseases  this 
year.  In  fact,  not  a  case  of  contagious  disease  reported 
except  a  few  cases  of  mumps,  that  have  come  under  my  im- 
mediate   observation    and    they  were    of  the  mildest   type. 

I  know  of  no  case  of  death  resulting  from  the  products  of 
petrol  in  m   in  this  county. 

Our  slaughter  houses,  market  houses  and  butcher  stalls, 
are  kept  in  a  clean  and  sanitary  condition. 

Our  drinking  water  is  obtained  from  cisterns  and  bored 
wells  and  is  pure. 

I  know  of  no  case  of  sickness  contracted  from  animals  or 
from  drinking  milk. 

The  theaters  and  other  public  buildings  are  properly  ven- 
tilated and  sufficient  fire  escapes. 

The  school-houses  are  well  ventilated  and  in  a  sanitary 
condition. 

The  total  number  of  prisoners  confined  in  jail  was  fifty 
(50),  two  of  which  were  lunatics  ;  very  little  or  no  sickness 
among  them,  no  deaths. 

The  number  of  paupers  in  the  poor-house  is  18,  no  deaths 
reported,  sanitary  condition  is  good. 

I  am  unable  to  give  the  number  of  deaths  or  births  in  the 
county  for  the  reason  that  there  is  no  record  kept  giving 
any  means  of  knowing. 


NEWTON  COUNTY. 

REPORT    OF    DR.    A.    J.  PENNINGTON,  CHIEF    HEALTH    OFFICEB. 

The  health  officer  of  the  county  of  Newton,  said  State, 
respectfully  reports  to  your  honorable  board  as  follows: 

That  the  number  of  inhabitants  of  this,  Newton  county,  as 
near  as  can  be  ascertained,  is  about  12,000.  The  number  of 
deaths  for  the  past  year  has  been  about  50,  and  the  amount 
of  sickness  has  been  less  than  the  previous  year.  The 
death  rate  has  been  diminished  somewhat,  owing  to  the 
absence  of  pneumonia  last  winter.  Typhoid  fever  has  been 
more  prevalent  in  the  town  of  Newton  than  in  any  other 
locality  in  the  county,  but  why  this  has  been  the  case  I  can- 
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not  tell  or  give  a  reasonable  explanation  as  the  town  seems 
to  be  in  a  sanitary  condition.  From  the  best  information 
I  can  obtain  we  had  more  deaths  from  dysentery  than  from 
any   other  disease,  more  especially  from  infants  than  usual. 

We  have  been  almost  exempt  from  malarial  fevers  the 
present  summer,  and  the  cause  I  attribute  to  the  regular  sea- 
sons, as  there  has  not  been  sufficient  rainfall  to  overflow  the 
creek  swamps  at  any  time  since  early  in  the  spring. 

"We  have  had  none  of  the  following  diseases  in  this  county 
the  last  year,  to-wit:  Yellow  fever,  small  pox,  cholera,  scar- 
let fever,  measles,  whooping-cough,  cerebro  spinal  menin- 
getis.  There  have  been  a  few  so-called  cases  of  diphtheria, 
but  I  doubt  if  there  was  a  genuine  case,  and  more  likely  the 
few  cases  reported  were  membranous  croup. 

There  has  been  no  spread  of  disease  from  the  attendance 
on  the  public  schools,  neither  has  there  been  any  diseases 
among  animals  in  this  county. 

As  to  the  meterological  condition  during  the  past  year  I 
have  made  no  observations,  but  can  say  that  we  had  no  pe- 
culiar or  unusual  conditions.  We  have  had  no  accident  from 
the  use  of  kerosene,  petroleum,  gasoline  or  other  products 
of  petroleum.  We  have  no  slaughter  houses,  market  houses 
or  butcher  stalls  in  our  county.  No  special  prevalence  of 
diseases  from  the  use  of  water  from  any  special  cause. 
There  are  no  theatres  or  public  halls  in  this  county. 

The  school  houses  are  in  a  good  sanitary  condition  and 
properly  ventilated  and  heated  to  afford  reasonable  comfort. 
The  county  jail  is  in  a  sanitary  condition  and  is  properly 
ventilated  but  not  heated,  and  the  prisoners  suffer  a  great 
deal  through  the  winter,  and  some  have  been  injured  from 
the  effects  of  the  intense  cold.  I  will  endeavor  to  have  it 
heated  this  winter.  There  were  sixteen  prisoners  confined 
in  the  county  jail  during  the  last  year  but  no  sickness  or 
death. 

The  poor  housje  is  in  a  sanitary  condition.  There  were 
four  inmates  during  the  past  year,  but  no  sickness  except  an 
old  lady  who  suffered  from  old  age  and  general  debility  and 
died  from  same,  so  we  had  one  death  in  the  poor  house.  I 
cannot  furnish  a  list  of  births  and  deaths  from  the  fact  that 
no  statistics  are  kept,  but  from  the  best  information  I  can 
get  there  were  about  1,000  births,  one-third  of  which  were 
blacks.  As  to  the  number  of  still-born  children  we  sel- 
dom hear  of  one,  and  this  I  attribute  to  the  healthy  condi- 
tion of  our  women  as  one  cause,  and  another  is  that  they  are 
not  addicted  to  the  pernicious  habit  of  tight  lacing  which  pre- 
vents nature  from  performing  her  perfect  work  in  the  de- 
velopment of  the  organs  of  generation.  As  to  illegitimate 
children  there  are  a  good  many  among  the  blacks   but  only 
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about  three  among  the  whites.  As  to  the  suggestion  for  the 
prevention  of  disease  if  we  can  by  a  strict  enforcement  of  the 
quarantine  laws  prevent  the  introduction  of  yellow  fever  in 
our  State  we  will  have  accomplished  a  good  work.  My 
opinion  is,  to  prevent  any  of  the  real  contagious  diseases  we 
will  have  to  prevent  its  importation,  and  if  once  introduced 
then  to  isolate  it  and  prevent  persons  from  coming  in  con- 
tact with  it.  The  sanitary  surroundings  of  course  have  a 
great  deal  to  do  with  the  spread  of  diseases. 


OKTIBBEHA    COUNTY. 

REPORT  OF  DR.  W.  N.    AMES,    CHIEF    HEALTH  OFFICER. 

I  have  no  means  of  obtaining  the  present  population  of 
Oktibbeha  county,  consequent^  only  give  the  result  of  last 
census  :   white black . 

It  is  quite  impossible  to  ascertain  the  number  of  death  for 
the  year  1888.  I  have  corresponded  with  and  interviewed 
all  the  physicians  practicing  in  the  county  and  from  all  the 
reports  can  only  approximate  the  figures. 

No.  of  deaths,  white 30 

No.  of  deaths,  black 50 

Cannot  make  a  report  on  births. 

The  amount  of  sickness  during  the  present  year  has  been 
a  great  deal  less  than  any  previous  year,  for  perhaps  twenty 
years. 

Malarial  diseases  generally  appear  about  the  first  of  July 
and  continue  through  the  summer  and  fall  months. 

There  were  very  few  cases  of  remittent  fever  during  the 
present  year.  The  intermittent  type  was  more  common. 
No  cases  of  malarial  haematuria  or  hemorrhagic  form  of 
malarial  fever. 

The  surgeon  of  the  A.  &  M.  College  reports  only  2  cases 
for  1888.  These  two  cases  were  from  t^e  swamp.  One  case 
died,  the  first  death  at  the  college  since  1883;  from  all 
causes. 

Dr.  W.  H.  Barr  informed  me  that  he  has  treated  on  an 
average  of  5  cases  of  malarial  haem.  every  year  since  1883, 
at  the  College.  All  of  the  cases  have  been  subjects  of  chronic 
malarial  poison,  and  came  from  the  Mississippi  bottom. 

The  rates  of  death  in  this  county  have  been  small.  The 
types  of  all  diseases  were  mild. 


92  State  Board  of  Health. 

No  eases  of  small-pox,  yellow  fever,  cholera,  scarlet  fever, 
typhoid  fever,  measles,  whooping  cough,  cerebro-spiual 
menigitis,  diphtheria  and  dj^sentery,  reported  as  having  pre- 
vailed in  this  county  as  an  epidemic. 

No  accidents  from  kerosene  oil  or  other  inflammable  fluids 

There  are  no  points  particularly  unhealthy  except  creek 
bottoms,  which  are  not  perhaps  susceptible  of  improvement. 

Slaughter  houses  and  butcher  stalls  are  kept  in  a  fair  con- 
dition. 

Drinking  water  obtained  from  wells  and  springs  and  also 
from  cisterns. 

Cisterns  are  made  in  the  soft  lime  rock  that  underlie  the 
prairie  land  of  the  eastern  part  of  this  county  and  water  ne- 
cessarily absoi-bs  and  holds  in  solution  more  or  less  of  carbo- 
nate lime,  which  is  not  considered  unhealthy.  The  lime- 
rock  contains,  from  a  recent  analysis,  24  per  cent,  of  carb.  of 
lime.  I  know  of  no  instance  where  disease  has  been  com- 
municated from  impure  milk  or  from  animals. 

There  is  but  one  public  hall  in  the  county,  "  Watts'  Opera 
Hall,"  located  in  Starkville — is  pretty  well  ventilated;  no 
Are  escapes,  except  two  narrow  doorways. 

There  are  two  large  schools  in  Starkville,  one  a  Female 
Institute  and  the  other  a  preparatory  school  for  boys  and 
girls.  Both  buildings  are  too  small  for  the  umber  of  pupils 
attending — nothing  modern  in  the  way  of  heating  or  ven- 
tilation.The  A.  &  M.  College,  situated  one  mile  of  Starkville, 
has  all  the  modern  improvements,  and  is  not  considered  to 
be  in  an  unsanitary  condition.  The  churches  for  colored 
people  are  generally  utilized  as  school  houses  for  this  class 
of  the  population. 

The  county  is  building  a  new  brick  jail  which  will  be, 
when  completed,  adequately  heated  and  ventilated.  The  old 
jail  is  a  disgrace  to  the  county.  It  was  never  comfortable, 
badly  ventilated  and  had  no  stoves  for  heating  the  cells. 
There  has  been  only  one  prisoner  confined  in  our  jail  dur- 
ing the  year;  a  negro  man  recently  sentenced  to  life  impris- 
onment in  the  State  penitentiary.  No  sickness  and  no 
deaths. 

Poor  house  has  but  one  occupant.  No  sickness  and  no 
deaths.  The  county  owns  a  small  farm  where  the  poor- 
house  is  located.  The  buildings  consist  of  several  frame 
cabins  with  good  brick  chimneys.     Sanitary  condition  good. 

I  enclose  a  meterological  report  furnished  by  the  Prof,  of 
Chemistry  of  the  A.  &  M.  College  from  January  1st  to  De- 
cember 1st. 
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PANOLA  COUNTY. 

REPORT  OF  DR.  C.  M.  HENDERSON,  CHIEF  HEALTH  OFFICER. 

Panola  county  may  be  classed  as  being  exceptionally 
healthy  as  it  is  in  the  main  free  from  diseases  of  local  origin 
and  epidemic  nature.  She  numbers  about  28,000  inhabitants, 
a  small  majority  of  which  are  colored. 

The  estimated  number  of  deaths  for  the  year  are  between 
three  and  five  hundred. 

The  year  1888  was  not  marked  by  any  sickness  of  unusual 
character,  there  having  been  about  an  average  amount  of 
sickness  and  deaths. 

The  only  exception  to  above  was  an  increase  over 
unusual  number  of  cases  of  pneumonia  during  fall  and  winter 
months. 

For  this  increase  of  pneumonia,  we  are  unable  to  give 
any  satisfactory  cause,  there  having  been  neither  extreme  of 
heat  or  cold,  wet  or  dry  weather. 

With  the  exception  of  an  epidemic  of  whooping-cough 
(which  was  pretty  widely  spread  through  the  public  schools 
of  the  county),  there  has  been  no  epidemic  of  contagious  or 
infectious  diseases  during  the  year.  None  of  the  following 
diseases  having  appeared,  viz :  yellow  fever,  small  pox, 
cholera,  scarlet  fever,  typhoid  fever,  measles,  cerebrospinal 
menengitis,  diphtheria,  etc. 

A  considerable  number  of  hogs  have  died  from  what  pur- 
ports to  be  cholera. 
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Among  the  domestic  animals  a  large  number  of  young 
chickens  are  lost  from  a  disease  commonly  known  as  "Gaps" 
in  which  there  is  to  be  found  in  the  trochea  a  number  of 
worms  from  i  to  i  inch  long  attached  to  mucous  membrane. 
There  is  also  an  intestinal  worni  that  infests  young  chicks, 
killing  great  numbers  of  them. 

Market  and  slaughter  houses  are  in  good  sanitary  condi- 
tion. 

The  supply  of  water  for  drinking  and  culinary  purposes 
is  derived  from  wells  and  cisterns. 

This  water,  as  a  rule,  is  pure,  never  having  known  of  any 
sickness  being  caused  by  its  use. 

We  know  of  no  diseases  having  been  contracted  from  ani- 
mals or  from  use  of  impure  milk. 

The  public  halls  of  county  are  well  ventilated  and  pro- 
vided with  fire  escapes. 

School-houses  are  in  good  sanitary  condition,  but  owing 
to  small  size  are  frequently  crowded  too  much. 

Have  carefully  examined  our  county  jail  and  find  it  well 
ventilated  and  heated. 

The  sanitaiy  condition  of  same  is  good.  There  having 
been  no  deaths  or  serious  sickness  among  the  prisoners,  of 
which  there  were  fourteen  (14)  confined  during  j'ear. 

The  sanitary  condition  of  poor-house  is  fair.  Out  of 
twenty-six  admissions,  there  were  six  (6)  deaths. 

Owing  to  lack  of  statistics  cannot  give  number  of  births 
or  deaths  in  county  during  year. 

Would  suggest  that  an  effort  be  made  to  have  a  law  passed 
looking  to  the  proper  registration  of  births  and  deaths,  and 
cause  of  deaths.  Such  registration  would  in  time  give  us 
valuable  statistics  which  cannot  be  had  otherwise. 

Having  considered  carefully  all  matters  that  we  think  of 
sanitary  interest,  we  beg  leave  to  submit  this  our  annual 
report. 


EANKIN   COUNTY. 

REPORT  OF  DR.  W.  H.  WHITE,  CHIEF  HEATH  OFFICER. 

Enclosed  find  my  report  as  chief  health  officer  for  Eankin 
county  for  the  year  1888. 

Population  of  county  is  about  15,000. 

I  have  no  data  nor  any  means  of  acquiring  any  that  would 
enable  me  to  make  even  an  approximate  answer  to  the  ques- 
tions relating  to  the  number  of  deaths,  amount  of  sickness, 
death  rate,  causes  o/  death,  causes  for  unusual  prevalence  of 
sickness,  etc. 
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My  own  observation  leads  me  to  believe  that  the  amount 
of  sickness  was  not  equal  to  the  average,  though  I  could 
not  undertake  to  assign  a  cause. 

Xo  yellow  fever,  small  pox,  cholera,  scarlet  fever  nor 
meningitis  occurred  in  this  county  so  far  as  I  am  advised. 

I  have  no  information  indicating  that  any  of  these  diseases 
mentioned  in  question  sixteen  were  spread  by  attendance 
upon  the  public  schools. 

Stock  have  been  exempt  from  contagious  and  infectious 
diseases.  No  accidents  occurred  as  a  result  of  the  use  of 
any  of  the  products  of  petroleum. 

Water  supply  throughout  the  county  is  from  wells  and 
springs,  and  is  only  of  comparative  purity. 

The  drinking  water  has  not  been  the  source  of  disease 
except  perhaps  of  malarial  disease. 

Xo  instances  of  the  communication  of  disease  from  ani- 
mals to  man  has  fallen  under  my  observation  and  no  instance 
of  disease  being  contracted  from  impure  milk. 

The  school-houses  of  the  county  are  in  unsanitary  condi- 
tion without  exception  so  far  as  I  know,  and  where  they  are 
not  poorly  ventilated  and  poorly  heated  they  are  invariably 
poorly  lighted. 

Much  of  the  sickness  among  school  children  is  directly 
attributable  to  the  faulty  construction  and  care  of  school- 
houses.  This  is  one  of  the  crying  evils  of  the  country. 
The  only  remedy  that  suggests  itself  to  my  mind  is  the  more 
general  diffusion  among  the  people  of  knowledge  of  the  laws 
of  health. 

The  jail  is  in  better  than  average  sanitary  condition  and 
is  very  well  heated  and  lighted.  No  deaths  in  jail  and  no 
sickness  except  of  the  most   trifling  nature. 

Poor-house  in  fair  sanitary  condition.  Total  number  of 
inmates  about  thirty,  (for  the  year).  Two  deaths,  scrofula, 
disease  of  heart.  Sickness  of  chronic  character,  phthis, 
epilepsy,  ulcers,  burns,  etc. 

The  registration  of  vital  and  mortuary  statistics  is  so 
obviously  important  that  it  seems  to  me  our  next  Legislature 
can  be  made  to  see  it  and  to  enact  measures  for  its  enforce- 
ment. 

County  health  officers  ought  to  be  county  coroners. 


TISHOMINGO  COUNTY. 

REPORT  OF  PR.  W.  A.  HODGES.  CHIEF  HEALTH  OFFICER. 

In  submitting  this   my   annual  report  for  the  year  ending- 
September  30th,  1888,  I  have  this  to  say  :  Having  been  very 
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much  delayed  on  account  of  professional  duties,  and  some 
matters  of  a  personal  nature,  I  shall  be  very  concise,  and 
many  subjects  which  should  be  embraced  I  shall,  on  account 
of  a  meagerness  of  information  relating  thereto,  leave  out 
altogether. 

The  number  of  inhabitants  of  the  county  I  do  not  think 
has  increased  since  my  last  report.  The  number,  of  deaths 
I  estimate  to  be  less  than  the  average  for  several  years  past. 
The  amount  of  sickness  from  all  causes,  so  far  as  I  have  been 
able  to  inform  myself,  was  materially  less  than  during  the 
year  previous.  Especially  malarial  diseases,  with  which  we 
are  usually  troubled,  were  less  prevalent,  and  with  the  excep- 
tion of  a  mild  local  epidemic  of  measles  during  the  early 
months  of  1888,  there  prevailed  no  epidemic  of  a  contagious 
or  infectious  disease. 

Not  a  single  case  of  yellow  fever,  small  pox,  cholera, 
scarlet  fevei  or  cerebro-spinal  meningitis  came  to  my  know- 
ledge. Possibly  there  were  a  few  isolated  cases  of  pertussis, 
diphtheria  and  typho-malarial  fever  in  the  county  during  the 
year.  There  were  no  diseases  of  a  contagious  character 
among  animals,  excepting  cholera  among  swine  during  the 
spring  months,  which  destroyed  a  considerable  number  in 
some  localities. 

The  meteorological  conditions  for  the  year  were  about  as 
follows:  The  latter  months  of  1887  were  very  much  as  is 
usual  for  the  season,  namely :  moderate  temperature  and 
rainfall.  January,  February  and  a  portion  of  March  follow- 
ing, brought  rain,  snow  and  cold,  but  at  no  time  'did  the 
thermometer  register  a  very  low  temperature.  I  might  say 
on  the  whole  that  the  winter  of  1887— '88  was  about  an  aver- 
age one,  marked  by  no  extremes  of   temperature  or  rainfall. 

April,  may  and  June  were  unusually  dry  and  bright  ; 
whereas  July,  August  and  September  were  marked  by  con- 
siderable rainfall  and  elevated  temperature. 

No  accidents  resulting  from  the  use  of  kerosine  oil, 
petroleum,  gasoline  or  other  destructive  agents  of  like 
character,  were  reported  to  me  during  the  year. 

The  slaughter  pens  and  market  houses  are  kept  in  a  clean 
and  sanitary  condition.  The  water  for  drinking  and  culinary 
purposes  is  supplied  throughout  the  county  by  wells  and 
springs. 

The  school  buildings,  so  far  as  I  have  been  able  to  learn, 
are  in  a  good  sanitary  condition  and  are  well  ventilated, 
heated  and  lighted. 

Have  examined  county  jail,  and  find  it  in  a  good  condition 
as  regards  sanitation.  The  heating  and  ventilation  of  the 
building  could  be  very  much  improved. 

Total  number  of  prisoners  confined  within  its  walls  during 
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the  year  1888,  sixty-eight;  number  of  cases  of  sickness,  two  ; 
dysenteric  in  character.     Number  of  deaths,  nine. 

The  poor-house  is  ten  miles  in  the  interior  of  the  county, 
and  I  have  neglected  to  visit  it;  and  have  also  failed  to  ob- 
tain from  the  keeper  of  the  same  an  exact  number  of  in- 
mates; but  from  my  general  knowledge  of  the  subject  will 
say  there  are  very  few. 

I  shall  not  embrace  in  this  report  my  actions  relative  to 
the  rules  and  regulations  of  the  State  Board  relating  to  quar- 
antine during  their  enforcement  in  this  county,  as  I  commu- 
nicated everything  of  importance  to  you  at  the  time. 

Suffice  it  to  say  that  I  assisted  quarantine  officer,  Dr. 
McEaehin  all  that  was  in  my  power. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 


TUNICA     COUNTY. 

REPORT    OF    DR.    M.    J.    ALEXANDER,    CHIEF    HEALTH     OFFICER. 

The  past  twelve  months  were  not  characterized  by  unusual 
sickness  or  special  diseases  not  met  with  ever)  year  in  our 
county.  The  winter  months  were  perhaps  healthier  than 
usual;  only  four  cases  of  pneumonia,  and  none  fatal.  We 
had  a  slight  epidemic  of  measles  and  pertussis  during  spring 
months;  mumps  in  fall  and  early  winter. 

Dysentery  was  less  numerous  than  previous  years,  and 
then  easily  treated.  No  doubt  healthier  water  supplies  were 
cause  of  decrease  in  flux  and  diarrhoea. 

Hematuria  (malarial)  claimed  six  lives,  an  increase  in 
per  centum  compared  with  last  two  years. 

Syphilis,  scrofula  and  consumption  are  increasing  to  an 
alarming  extent,  more  especially  among  colored  population. 
I  have  called  your  attention  to  this  fact  in  previous  reports, 
but  the  seriousness  and  truth  of  this  condition  force  a  re- 
petition. 

We  had  no  suspicious  case,  of  yellow  fever,  nor  any  other 
fatal  contagious  diseases. 


WABBEN    COUNTY. 

REPORT    OF    DR.    J.    W.    KING,  CHIEF    HEALTH    OFFICER. 

I  herewith  submit  my  report  for  the  past  year  : 

There  being  no  registry  kept  of  births,  deaths,  contagious 

or  infectious  diseases,  it  will  be  impossible  to  answer  manv 

of  the  questions  proposed  in  your  circular. 

H-7 
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The  number  of  inhabitants  credited  to  Warren  county  in 
the  census  of  1880  is  31,242,  of  which  number  15,344  were 
males  and  15,898  females.  The  city  of  Vicksburg  at  that 
time  contained  some  12,000  inhabitants,  while  now  the  popu- 
lation is  estimated  at  20,000.  The  population  of  the  county, 
outside  of  the  city,  has  remained  about  as  in  1880,  and  the 
increase  in  city  and  county  is  therefore  about  8,000,  making 
the  total  population  of  the  county  now  about  39,000. 

There  are  no  data  on  which  to  base  an  estimate  of  the 
number  of  deaths  in  the  county,  but  from  general  enquiries 
I  believe  the  mortality  has  been  very  light.  The  past  year 
has  been  an  unusually  healthy  one.  There  have  been  no  en- 
demic or  epidemic  diseases,  and  no  one  disease  or  class  of 
diseases  to  cause  any  unusual  mortality. 

There  have  been  no  cases  of  yellow  fever,  cholera,  small- 
pox, or  scarlet  fever. 

There  have  been  a  few  cases  of  measles,  typhoid  fever, 
whooping-cough  and  diphtheria. 

Have  heard  of  no  cases  of  cerebro-spinal  meningitis. 
There  are  no  cases  of  any  ol  the  above  diseases  in  the  county 
now,  and  have  not  been  for  several  weeks.  I  do  not  know 
of  any  instance  where  attendance  on  the  public  schools  has 
spread  any  of  the  diseases  mentioned  in  No.  16.  I  know  of 
no  diseases  occurring  in  animals  during  the  past  year,  nor  of 
any  instances  in  which  disease  has  been  contracted  from 
them,  or  from  the  use  of  impure  milk.  There  have  been  no 
peculiar  or  unusual  meteorological  conditions  during  the  past 
year.  In  a  general  way  the  winter  was  mild  and  dry;  the 
spring  late  and  wet;  the  summer  dry  and  warm;  and  the 
fall  mild  and  dry.  The  present  winter  has  been  very  late  so 
far.  We  had  no  frost  till  the  first  of  November,  and  have 
only  had  one  or  two  light  freezes  to  date.  I  know  of  no  ac- 
cidents from  the  use  of  kerosene  oil,  petroleum,  gasoline  or 
other  product  of  petroleum. 

I  have  regularly  , inspected  the  slaughter  houses,  market 
house  and  butcher  stalls.  They  are  all  kept  in  fair  sanitary 
condition,  and  when  ordered  to  clean  up  and  use  disinfect- 
ants, generally  obey  promptly. 

The  water  for  drinking  and  culinary  purposes  is,  as  a  rule, 
obtained  from  cisterns,  and  is  pure  and  wholesome.  We 
have  a  system  of  water-works  building  for  Vicksburg,  which 
are  n  earing  completion,  and  will  probably  be  in  operation  by 
middle  of  January  or  first  of  February  next.  The  water 
used  will  be  taken  from  the  Mississippi  river,  and  filtered 
before  distribution,  and  will  doubtless  be  pure  and  whole- 
some. 

There  ar,e  two  theatres  and  six  or  eight  public  halls  in 
Vicksburg.  They  are  well  ventilated,  and  the  facilities  for 
exit  in  most  cases  ample. 


State  Board  of  Health.  99 

There  are  in  the  city  of  Vicksburg  three  new  school- 
houses,  two  white  and  one  colored.  They  are  properly  heat- 
ed, lighted  and  ventilated,  but  are  overcrowded  ;  the  school 
population  being  in  excess  of  their  capacity.  This  is  reme- 
died to  some  extent  by  hiring  rooms  in  other  portions  of  the 
city.  Still  we  need  more  buildings,  especially  one  in  the 
southern  portion  of  the  cit}\  There  are  only  nine  school- 
houses  in  the  county.  These  were  built  some  years  ago,  and 
as  a  rule  are  in  need  of  repairs.  They  are  rather  too  well 
ventilated,  but  in  most  instances  not  properly  lighted  or 
heated.  The  balance  of  the  schools  are  held  in  old  churches, 
and  as  a  rule  the  buildings  are  not  suited  for  the  uses  to 
which  they  are  put. 

I  have  inspected  the  county  jail  from  time  to  time,  and 
find  it  kept  in  good  sanitary  condition.  It  is  properly  venti- 
lated and  heated.  Could  not  ascertain  the  total  number  of 
prisoners  who  have  been  confined  in  it  for  the  past  year,  the 
books  being  very  badly  kept.  There  has  been  but  very  little 
sickness,  and  but  one  death,  that  from  "  heart  disease." 
There  are  eight  lunatics  confined  in  it,  who  have  been  there 
for  terms  varying  from  three  years  to  a  few  months,  and  pro- 
vision ought  to  be  made  for  their  removal  to  one  of  the 
insane  asylums. 

I  have  inspected  the  county  poor-house,  and  find  it  kept  in 
fair  sanitary  condition.  There  have  been  twent}^-three  in- 
mates during  the  past  year,  of  whom  nine  have  been  dis- 
charged and  four  died,  leaving  ten  on  hand.  The  deaths 
were  from  old  age  and  general  debility.  There  has  been 
very  little  sickness,  and  what  there  was  mostly  malarious. 

The  only  other  public  building  is  the  county  court-house, 
which  I  have  inspected,  and  find  in  good  sanitary  condition. 

As  there  are  no  records  kept  of  births,  deaths,  etc.,  it  is 
impossible  to  answer  questians  propounded  in  No.  35. 

On  September  25th.  we  received  news  of  the  appearance 
of  yellow  fever  in  Jackson,  Miss.  On  the  day  following,  act- 
ing in  conjunction  with  the  city  board  of  health,  we  quaran- 
tined Warren  county  and  Vicksburg,  which  quarantine  was 
kept  up  till  we  deemed  all  danger  past.  The  cost  of  main- 
taining the  quarantine  was  about  $2,500.00,  and  was  borne 
by  the  county  and  city  jointly. 


MINUTES,  1889. 


Biloxi,  Miss.,  March  26,  1889. 

The  State  Board  of  Health  was  called  to  order  by  Dr.- 
Hyer,  President,  at  10:30  o'clock  a.  m.  There  were  present: 
Drs.  Kyer,  Kittrell,  Bennett,  Wright,  Toombs,  Taylor,  Hill 
and  Johnston. 

On  motion  it  was  decided  to  enter  upon  the  investigation 
of  certain  charges  against  the  Jackson  County  Board  of 
Health  made  bty  Messrs.  E.  A.  Vancleave,  P.  M.  Weed,  J.  C. 
Orrell,  Jr.,  A.  J.  Whitfield,  M.  D.,  W.  D.  Bragg,  M.  D.,  J.  B. 
Miggonton,  J.  P.,  H.  F.  Eussell,  P.  M.,  and  D.  D.  Cowan. 
The  charges  were  read  to  the  Board  by  Dr.  Hyer,  Presi- 
dent, and  were  also  other  communications  relating  to  the 
matter.  Mr.  B.  A.  Vancleave,  of  the  gentlemen  preferring 
the  charges,  and  others  interested  on  both  sides  of  the  case, 
were  invited  to  appear  before  the  Board,  whereupon  Mr. 
Vancleave  addressed  the  Board  and  requested  that  the  inves- 
tigation should  be  made  at  Scranton  on  Thursday,  the  29th, 
or  Friday,  the  30th  inst.,  on  account,  as  he  stated,  of  the  dif- 
ficulty of  securing  the  attendance  of  witnesses  at  Biloxi. 
Mr.  S.  S.  Heniy,  President  of  the  Jackson  County  Board  of 
Health,  announced  the  readiness  of  that  Board  to  proceed 
with  the  investigation  and  insisted  that  it  be  not  postponed. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Toombs,  as  both  parties  had  been  duly 
notified  of  the  time  and  place  of  the  investigation,  it  was 
decided  to  proceed  with  the  investigation,  and  Mr.  Vancleave 
and  associates  were  requested  to  telegraph  their  witnesses 
and  have  them  appear  before  the  Board  at  Biloxi. 

On  motion  it  was  decided  to  admit  two  representatives  of 
each  side  in  the  investigation,  and  to  admit  only  one  witness 
at  a  time 

The  following  are  the  charges  against  the  Jackson  County 
Board  of  Health  : 

Ocean  Springs,  Miss.,  September  3,  1888. 

To  Dr.    Wirt  Johnston,  Secretary  of  Mississippi  State  Board  of 

Health,  Jackson,  Misssissippi  : 

Dear  Sir — The  undersigned  citizens  in  public  meeting 
assembled,  beg  leave  to  present  the  following  facts  for  your 
consideration  : 
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First — We  hereby  arraign  the  Jackson  County  Board  of 
Health  as  at  present  constituted  as  totally  incompetent  and 
unworthy  of  the  sacred  trust  reposed  in  it.  Their  conduct 
in  the  management  of  quarantine  affairs  to  our  certain 
knowledge  during  the  past  two  years  has  been  such  as  to  in- 
vite pestilence  and  contagion,  rather  than  warn  it  from  our 
borders.  We  feel  that  it  is  only  necessary  to  acquaint  you 
with  these  facts,  and  that  you  will  apply  the  remedy.  In 
the  first  place  S.  S.  Henry,  President,  of  the  Jackson  County 
Board  of  Health,  is  a  lumber  merchant  and  shipper  to  whose 
pecuniary  interest  it  is  to  have  an  open  port,  as  instanced 
by  the  fact  that  in  September,  1886  he  ordered  an  infected 
vessel  with  yellow  fever  on  board  from  Ship  Island  quaran- 
tine to  Eound  Island  there  to  be  loaded,  persisted  in  having 
it  loaded  there  against  the  wishes  and  orders  of  the  quaran- 
tine physician  at  Round  Island,  who  had  ordered  it  back  to 
Ship  Island  quarantine;  said  S.  S.  Henry,  President,  giving 
as  his  reason  to  the  quarantine  physician  for  transcending 
his  orders,  that  he  could  make  more  by  loading  said  infected 
vessel  at  Eound  Island,  that  he  being  President  of  the  Board 
had  the  authority,  and  would  exercise  it.  The  name  of  the 
vessel  was  the  "Agnes  Campbell,"  Neilson,  master,  from  As- 
pinwall.  It  was  navigated  by  twelve  men,  four  of  whom 
were  buried  at  sea,  three  were  dead  on  deck  when  she  en- 
tered the  harbor  at  Ship  Island.  Three  were  sick  with  yel- 
low fever,  who  were  taken  to  the  quarantine  hospital,  where 
one  of  them  died  of  black  vomit.  After  which  time  six 
longshoremen,  said  to  be  acclimated,  were  sent  aboard  of  the 
vessel  to  remove  the  ballast,  by  the  Board  of  Health  before 
the  vessel  was  disinfected.  Eight  days  afterwards  one  of 
the  longshoremen  (Grildersleeve)  was  taken  sick  with  yellow 
fever  and  treated  for  yellow  fever.  He  had  black  vomit,  but 
recovered.  Three  days  after  G-ildersleeve's  attack,  one 
Rogers  was  taken  sick  with  yellow  fever,  and  while  he  was 
sick  on  board,  S.  S.  Henry  sent  the  steam  tug  for  the  said 
vessel  and  brought  her  into  Eound  Island,  only  three  miles 
from  the  main  land  to  be  loaded  there,  which  action  we  will 
remind  you  was  the  cause  of  Dr.  Bragg's  resignation,  the 
then  quarantine  physician.  After  which  she  was  loaded  by 
Henry,  under  the  supervision  of  Dr.  E.  F.  Griffin,  who  suc- 
ceeded Dr.  Bragg  as  quarantine  physician,  in  all  of  which  out- 
rageous action,  Henry  was  aided  and  abetted  by  the  entire 
County  Board  of  Health. 

That  which  was  practiced  then  we  believe  to  be  practiced 
to-day,  and  we  positively  assert  that  there  is  no  such  thing 
as  non-intercourse  between  the  shipping  in  quarantine  and 
the  main  land,  since  it  is  of  daily  occurrence  that  the  steve- 
dores and  pilots  visit  the  shipping  in  quarantine  and  return 
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and  mingle  with  the  people.  This  is  a  subject  of  general 
comment  in  the  community.  In  the  second  place,  Dr.  E.  F. 
Griffin,  the  present  quarantine  physician,  is  not  a  physician, 
having  never  complied  with  the  laAV  and  has  no  license  to 
practice  and  has  never  paid  a  privilege  tax  ;  and  it  is  noto- 
rious that  he  has  never  practiced  medicine  since  the  war,  and 
he  has  stated  in  the  presence  of  witnesses  that  he  would  not 
know  yellow  fever  if  he  saw  it.  In  the  third  place,  Dr.  W. 
A.  Cox,  assigned  to  duty  at  the  inspector's  station  at  the 
Alabama  and  Mississippi  State  line  on  the  L.  &  N.  R.  E.,  is 
not  a  doctor,  and  is  not  entitled  to  be  called  a  doctor,  having 
never  graduated.  This  fact  was  fully  established,  and  is  of 
record  in  Surgeon  General  Hamilton's  office,  who  dismissed 
him  from  his  service  for  incompetency.  Besides  this  he  is 
morally  incompetent  to  perform  any  duties  from  the  fact  that 
he  is  addicted  to  the  use  of  intoxicating  liquors  to  excess,  as 
was  instanced  by  his  conduct  in  October,  1886,  at  Ocean 
Springs  when  he  visited  here  in  the  capacity  of  health  offi- 
cer, at  which  time  he  was  too  drunk  to  perform  his  duties, 
and  he  remained  drunk  during  his  stay  here.  In  the  fourth 
place  the  present  secretary  of  the  county  board  of  health,  J. 
W.  Stewart,  is  unworthy  of  the  trust  reposed  in  him  on  ac- 
count of  the  fact  that  he  recommended  the  appointment  of 
Dr.  Cox  and  Dr.  Griffin,  and  further  by  absenting  himself 
from  the  meetings  of  the  board  held  by  S.  S.  Henry,  W,  S. 
Dodson,  Chas.  Boster  and  W.  A.  Cox,  on  account,  as  we  un- 
derstand, that  he  did  not  wish  to  become  further  implicated 
in  the  outrageous  acts  of  the  board  at  the  time  when  the  said 
ship  "Agnes  Campbell  "  was  brought  from  Ship  Island  quar- 
antine to  Round  Island.  The  other  members  of  the  board, 
with  the  exception  of  G.  W.  Davis,  we  consider  incompetent 
because  of  their  action  above  stated — Mr.  Davis  having 
taken  no  action  in  the  deliberations  of  the  board,  he  having 
been  ignored  by  them.  It  appears  that  the  Jackson  County 
Board  of  Health  as  it  stands  to-da}*  (Davis  excepted)  was  or- 
ganized to  prevent  the  enforcement  of  the  quarantine"  laws. 
Believing  as  we  do  that  it  is  your  purpose  to  establish  an 
effective  quarantine  to  prevent  the  introduction  of  infection 
into  our  State,  we  deem  it  our  duty  to  call  your  attention  to 
these  facts,  and  we  hereby  respectfully  ask  you  for  an  inves- 
tigation and  request  the  removal  of  said  board. 

R.  A.  Vancleave,       A.  J.  Whitfied,  M.  D., 
F.  M.  Weed,  W.  D.  Bragg,  M.  D., 

J.  C.  Orrell,  Jr.,       J.  B.  Wigginton,  J.  P. 
H.  F.  Russell,  P.  M. 


Ocean  Springs,  Miss.,  Sept.  3,  1888. 
Dr.    Wirt  Johnston,   Secretary  State   Board  of  Health,  Jackson: 
Dear  Sir — We  hereby  endorse  and  recommend  the  follow- 
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ing-named  gentlemen  to  be  appointed  a  board  of  health  for 
Jackson  county,  they  being  men  of  known  .ability  and  in- 
tegrity, having  the  full  confidence  of  our  people,  viz  :  W. 
D.  Bragg,  M.  D.,  A.  J.  Whitfield.  M.  D.,  J.  K.  McLeod,  M. 
D.,  George  W.  Davis  and  George  W.  Taggart. 
Very  respectfully  yours, 
R.  A.  Vancleave,  F.  A.  Bobbins, 

J.  B.  Wigginton,  J.  P.,  T.  A.  Coulson,  Moss  INdnt. 
T.  M.  Weed,  C.  H.  House,   Moss  Point. 

J.  C.  Orrell,  Jr.,  Geo.  W.  O'Xeil. 

H.  F.  Russell,  Chas.  Beardslee,   Moss  Point, 

A.  Franco,  J.  H.  Beardslee,  Moss  Point, 

George  Arnet,  W.  Watkins,  Moss  Point. 

M.  E.  McClure,  M.  A.  Dees, 

D.  D.  Cowan  A.  Ward, 

J.  O.  Keefe,  S.  P.  Starks, 

L.  Cooley,  L.  Richer, 

A.  B.  Powell,  S.  Cochran. 

George  J.  Santa  Cruz,  John  Calligan, 

E.  E.  Bobbins,  T.  W.  Grayson, 

Rev.  G.  F.  Hempstone. 


Ocean  Springs,  Miss.,  September  10,  1888. 
Dr.  Wirt  Johnston ,  Secretary  State  Board  of  Health,  Jackson,  Miss.: 

Dear  Sir — We  are  in  receipt  of  a  letter  to-da}-,  from  a  most 
reliable  resident  and  prominent  physician  of  West  Point,  in 
which  he  states  that  a  ship  has  been  lately  brought  in  by  the 
tug  Leo,  Capt.  Call,  and  taken  to  her  loading  place,  withr 
out  having  been  examined  by  a  quarantine  physician,  in 
direct  violation  of  quarantine  law.  Believing  that  you 
should  be  put  in  possession  of  all  matters  pertaining  to 
quarantine,  we  lespectfullv  submit  this  letter. 

F.  M.  Weed, 
J.  B.  Wigginton,  J.  P., 
H.  T.  Russell,  P.  M., 
A.  J.  Whitfield,  M.  D.. 
D.  D.  Cowan, 
J.  C.  Orrell,  Jr. 

The  Board  proceeded  to  the  examination  of  witnesses, 
and  after  a  number  had  been  examined,  the  further  consid- 
eration of  the  charges  was  suspended  and  other  business 
taken  up. 

Dr,  E.  G.  Coleman,  of  Kosciusko,  was  Dominated  for  Chief 
Health  Officer  of   Attala  county,   and    Dr.  D.  A.  Kinchloe 


104  State  Board  of  Health. 

was  nominated  for  Chief  Health   Officer  of  Panola  county, 
acd  the  following  additional  nominations  were  made: 

Tishomingo, Dr.  F.  T.  Carmack, Iuka. 

Lauderdale, Dr.  M.  J.  Thompson, Meridian. 

DeSoto Dr.  T.  Jones, Hernando. 

Tunica, Dr.  M.  J.  Alexander, Austin. 

The  application  of  the  Board  of  Supervisors  of  Tippah 
county  to  be  granted  exemption  from  a  chief  health  officer 
was  read  by  the  Secretary. 

On  motion,  the  Board  declined  to  grant  the  exemption,  as 
the  county  is  not  remote  from  a  railway,  and  the  Board  is 
of  the  opinion  that  a  health  officer  is  necessary. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Johnston,  Dr.  Champlin  was  elected 
quarantine  physician  at  the  Ship  Island  Station  for  the  ensu- 
ing season.  On  motion,  the  same  number  of  employes  as 
last  season  were  allowed  for  the  Station. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Toombs,  Dr.  Champlin  was  authorized 
to  make  a  contract  for  the  transportation  of  mail  and  sup- 
plies to  the  Station,  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  Execu- 
tive Committee. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Johnston,  Dr.  Champlin  was  authorized 
to  designate  the  quarantine  grounds. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Toombs,  the  Secretary  was  requested 
to  apply  to  Dr.  John  B.  Hamilton,  Surgeon-General,  Marine 
Hospital  Service,  for  the  use  of  the  national  quarantine 
buildings  on  Ship  Island  for  quarantine  purposes. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Kittrell,  the  Executive  Committee  was 
instructed,  in  case  Dr.  Hamilton  should  require  that  our 
quarantine  physician  shall  be  commissioned  by  him  and 
make  reports  to  him,  as  a  condition  in  permitting  us  to  use 
the  buildings,  that  we  accede  to  this  condition,  provided  that 
we  receive  assurance  from  Dr.  Hamilton  thatthere  will  be  no 
conflict  of  authority. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Hill,  the  pay  of  the  quarantine  physi- 
cian at  Ship  Island  was  fixed  at  8250  a  month. 

On  motion,  the  Board  adjourned  until  to-morrow. 


Biloxi,  Miss.,  March  27,  1889. 

The  Board  was  called  to  order  by  the  President  at  9  a.  m. 
Present — Drs.  Hyer,  Kittrell,  Hill,  Taylor,  Wright,  Bennett, 
Toombs  and  Johnston. 

The  investigation  of  the  charges  against  the  Jackson 
County  Board  of  Health  was  resumed. 

Mr.  Vancleave,  Dr.  Whitfield,  Dr.  G-riffin  and  Mr.  Stewart 
were  present.  Mr.  Conroy,  a  witness  for  the  prosecution, 
was  examined,  and  Mr.  Ford  and  Mr.  Stewart,  for  the  de- 
fense, were  also  examined. 
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Mr.  Stewart,  Secretary  of  that  Board,  submitted  an  ab- 
stract of  the  minutes  of  his  Board,  in  regard  to  the  bark 
Agnes  Campbell. 

After  due  donsideration,  the  following  decision  was  reached 
and  ordered  to  be  spread  upon  the  minutes: 

In  regard  to  the  charges  preferred  against  the  Jackson 
County  Board  of  Health,  the  State  Board  of  Health  listened 
patiently  to  all  the  evidence  offered  by  both  plaintiffs  and  de- 
fendants, and  find  that  the  charges  were  not  sustained. 

Dr.  Hyer  was  unanimously  elected  President  of  the 
Board  for  the  ensuing  year. 

The  Board  adjourned  to  make  an  inspection  of  the  Ship 
Island  and  Round  Island  quarantine  stations. 

Scranton,  Miss.,  March  27,  1889. 

The  Board,  having  reached  this  place  after  an  inspection 
of  the  Ship  Island  and  Bound  Island  Quarantine  Stations, 
was  called  to  order  at  8:45  p.  m.  There  were  present:  Drs. 
Hill,  Taylor,  Kittrell,  Wright,  Bennett.  Toombs,  Hyer,  and 
Johnston. 

Dr.  Hyer,  President,  called  Dr.  Kittrell  to  the  chair,  and 
addressed  the  Board  on  the  subject  of  locating  the  quaran- 
tine station  on  Cat  Island  instead  of  Ship  Island,  in  case  Dr. 
Hamilton  of  the  Marine  Hospital  service  should  decline  to 
permit  us  to  use  the  buildings  now  on  Ship  Island,  or  the 
necessary  grpund  upon  which  to  erect  buildings  of  our  own, 
except  on  condition  that  our  quarantine  physician  shall  also 
be  commissioned  by  him. 

Dr.  Taylor  made  remarks  in  opposition  to  the  proposition 
of  Dr.  Hyer. 

Dr.  Kittrell  made  remarks  in  favor  of  the  proposition,  and 
on  his  motion  the  Board  reconsidered  its  previous  action  in 
deciding,  if  necessary  to  secure  the  buildings  on  Ship  Island, 
to  permit  our  quarantine  physician  to  be  commissioned  by 
the  Marine  Hospital  service. 

On  the  further  motion  of  Dr.  Kittrell,  it  was  decided  in 
case  the  National  Government  should  decline  to  permit  us  to 
use  the  buildings  on  Ship  Island,  or  to  use  ground  upon 
which  to  erect  buildings  of  our  own,  that  the  Station  shall  be 
located  on  Cat  Island. 

Drs.  Bennett,  Johnston  and  Hunter  were  elected  an  Execu- 
tive Committee  for  the  ensuing  year. 

Dr.  Johnston  was  designated  as  chairman. 

The  following  bills  of  members  for  expenses  and  per  diem 
were  allowed:  Dr.  Bennett,  §39.10;  Dr.  Hill,  $37.50;  Dr. 
Taylor,  §60.20;  Dr.  Kittrell,  $65.00;  Dr.  Toombs,  §65.25;  Dr. 
Hyer,  878.50;  Dr.  Wright,  §67.50;  Dr.  Johnston,  §33.65. 

On  motion  the  Board  adjourned. 
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Jackson,  Miss.,  April  18,  1889. 

The  State  Board  of  Health  met  at  4  p.  m.  There  were 
present:  Drs.  Kittrell,  Howard,  Hill,  Hunter,  Daniels,  Sex- 
ton, Lowry,  Greene  and  Johnston. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Kittrell,  Dr.  Hill  was  called  to  the  chair. 

The  term  of  office  of  Dr.  Hyer,  President,  as  a  member  of 
the  Board,  having  expired,  Dr.  Hill  was  unanimously  elected 
President  for  the  ensuing  year. 

The  term  of  office  of  Dr.  Bennett  having  expired  as  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Board,  Dr.  Sexton  was  elected  a  member  of  the 
Executive  Committee  for  the  ensuing  year. 

The  Secretary  presented  a  communication  from  Dr.  Ham- 
ilton, Surgeon-General  Marine  Hospital  Service,  referring  us 
to  the  War  Department  to  obtain  the  use  of  the  quarantine 
buildings  on  Ship  Island. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  G-reene,  the  Secretary  was  requested  to 
write  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  asking  permission  to  use  the 
buildings. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Greene,  Dr.  Sexton  was  requested  to 
correspond  with  the  owners  of  land  on  Cat  Island,  with  a 
view  of  obtaining  ground  upon  which  to  erect  quarantine 
buildings. 

The  Secretary  presented  the  appeal  of  J.  P.  Berry  from 
the  decision  of  the  Censors  of  the  5th  District  in  endorsing 
his  application  for  license  "  Unfavorable."  His  examination 
was  considered  by  the  Board,  and  on  motion,  the  decision  of 
the  Censors  was  confirmed. 

Dr.  Chesley  Daniels  tendered  his  resignation  as  Chief 
Health  Officer  of  Marshall  county,  and  Dr.  S.  C.  Gholson,  of 
Holly  Springs,  was  nominated  for  the  position. 

Dr.  E.  E.  Howard  tendered  his  resignation  as  Chief  Health 
Officer  of  Holmes  county,  and  Dr.  R.  B.  Carson,  of  Durant, 
was  nominated  for  the  position. 

Dr.  J.  M.  Greene  tendered  his  resignation  as  Chief  Health 
Officer  of  Monroe  county,  and  Dr.  W.  M.  Paine,  of  Aber- 
deen, was  nominated  for  the  position. 

On  motion  the  Board  adjourned. 


Jackson,  Miss.,  November  12,  1889. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  State  Board  of  Health,  held  this  day, 
there  were  present:  Drs.  Ward,  Gi*eene,  Hunter,  Taylor, 
Kittrell,  Dowry,  Sexton,  Daniels,  Wright  and  Johnston. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Wright,  Dr.  Kittrell  was  called  to  the 
chair  temporarily.  Dr.  Kittrell  thereupon  called  the  Board 
to  order  and  announced  the  death  of  Dr.  S.  V.  D.  Hill,  Presi- 
dent.    The  Board  then  proceeded  to  elect  a  President  to  fill 
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the  vacancy  thus  occasioned,  which  resulted  in  the  election 
of  Dr.  J.  M.  Taylor. 

Bills  of  the  Ship  Island  Quarantine  Station  for  the  months 
of  August,  September  and  October  were  presented  by  the 
Secretary,  and  on  motion  of  Dr.  Greene  were  referred  to 
the  President. 

On  the  request  of  Dr.  Johnston,  Secretary,  a  committee 
was  appointed  to  examine  his  books  and  vouchers.  The 
President  appointed  the  following  committee  :  Drs.  Kittrell, 
Greene  and  Lowry. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Sexton,  a  committee  of  three  was  ap- 
pointed to  prepare  resolutions  expressive  of  the  feelings  of 
the  Board  on  the  death  of  Dr.  S.  V.  D.  Hill,  President. 
Committee  :  Drs.  Sexton,  "Ward  and  Wright. 

On  motion,  the  Board  adjourned  until  3  p.  m. 


AFTERNOON    SESSION. 

The  Board  met  at  4  p.  m.  Present :  Dr.  Taylor,  President; 
Drs.  Daniels,  Lowry,  Hunter,  Kittrell,  Ward,  Wright,  Greene 
and  Johnston. 

She  committee  appointed  to  examine  the  books  and  vouch- 
ers of  the  Secretary  reported  as  follows : 

November  12th,  1889. 
The  undersigned,  a  committee  appointed  to  examine  the 
vouchers  for  the  expenditures  of  the  State  Board  of  Health, 
for  the  years  1888  and  1889,  to  date,  would  respectfully  re- 
port that  they  have  performed  that  duty,  and  find  the  same 
correct. 

Benjamin  F.  Kittrell, 
J.  M.  Greene, 
M.  J.  Lowry. 
The  following  bills  of  members  for  expenses  and  per  diem, 
were  allowed:     Dr.  Ward,   $16.30;  Dr.  Hunter,   $3.00;   Dr. 
Taylor,  $31.30;  Dr.  Lowry,  $12.20;  Dr.  Sexton,   $7.40;  Dr. 
Kittrell,  $24.20;  Dr.  Wright,  $28.30;  Dr.  Greene,  $26.50;  Dr. 
Daniels,  $28.00. 

On  motion,  the  Board  adjourned. 


RECEIPTS  AND  EXPENDITURES  IN  1889. 


postage,  expbessage  and  telegrams  (contingent  fund.) 

1889.                                       Dr. 
Aug.       3 — To  amount  from  Auditor $         24  60 


1889.  Cr. 


24  60 


By  amount  due  Secretary  State  Board 

of  Health  on  1888 $  1  00 

Jan.    14 — By  postoffice  box  rent  for  quarter  end- 
ing March  31 $  2  00 

April     1 — By   postoffice    box   rent    for    quarter 

ending  June  30 2  00 

4 — By  postage  stamps 4  00 

23 — By  telegram    received 1  50 

24 — By  telegram   sent 1  20 

25 — By  telegram    sent 40 

May       9 — By  postage  stamps 4  00 

15 — By  express  charges  on  money  sent  A. 
Baldwin  &  Co.,  New  Orleans,  I.  L. 
Lyons  &  Co.,  New  Orleans,  and 
Woodward,  Wright  &  Co.,  New  Or- 
leans    65 

June      5 — By  express  charges  on  money  sent  to 

A.  Baldwin  &  Co.,  New  Orleans.  .  .  15 

20 — By  express  charges  on  money  sent  to 
Dr.  A.  P.  Champlin,  for  Ship  Island 

Quarantine  Station 85 

July       3 — By  postoffice    box    rent    for    quarter 

ending  September  30 2  00 

18 — By  express  charges  on  money  sent  Dr. 
A.    P.  Champlin,    for  Ship    Island 

Quarantine  Station 85 

24 — By  postage  stamps 4  00 

Oct.        5 — By  postoffice  box  rent  for  quarter  end- 
ing December  31 2  00 

10— By  telegram  sent 1  40 

30— By  telegram  sent 40 
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Nov.       5 — By  telegram  sent 80 

19 — By  telegram  sent 50 

21 — By  express  charges  on  money  sent  to 

Dr.  A.  P.  Champlin,  Biloxi 1  75 

30 — By  postage  stamps 4  00 

Dec.    14 — By  expressage   on  money  sent  to  Dr. 
A.    P.    Champlin,  for  Ship    Island 

Quarantine  Station 50 


for  quarantine  purposes. 

1889.                                   Dr. 
July     29 — To  amount  from  Auditor 

29 — To  amount  from  Auditor 

29 — To  amount  from  Auditor 

*Dec.    14 — To  amount  from  Auditor , 


35  95 


9 

09 

141 

43 

8 

00 

12 

00 

$       170  52 


1889.  Cr. 

July  29 — By  bill  Wirt  Johnston  for  freight  paid 
on  quarantine  property  to  Jackson, 
which  was  borrowed  from  State  mi- 
litia   in    1888,    and    which  it   was 

agreed  we  should  return 9  09 

29 — By  bill  Illinois  Central  Eailroad  Com- 
pany for  freight  on  tents,  cots,  etc., 
borrowed  from  State  militia  in  1888, 
for  quarantine  purposes,  and  for  re- 
fugee camp  at  Jackson,  which  it  was 
agreed    we  should  return   to    Pass 

Christian 141  43 

29 — By  bill  B.  A.  Cragin  for  storing  quar- 
antine property  at  State  Line  for  8 
months 8  00 

Dec.  14— By  bill  S.  T.  Taylor  for  rent  of  room 
in  Meridian  from  November  1, 1888, 
to  November  1,  1889,  for  storage  of 
quarantine  property 12  00 


Total $       170  52 

*  A  warrant  for  $194.66  was    drawn    this  day,  $182.66  of  which  was  for 
the  Ship  Island  Quarantine  Station. 
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for   the    suppression    of    the    outbreak    of  yellow  fever 

in  jackson  in  1888. 

1889.  dr. 

Mar.     22 — To  amount  from  Auditor 8  54 

22 — To  amount  from  Auditor 1   00 


Total $  9  54 


1889.                                                   Cr. 
Mar.     22 — By    bill    Western    Union    Telegraph 
Company    for  telegrams  sent  from 
Holly  Springs   in  September,  1888, 
by  Dr.  Hyer,  President  of  the  Board  8  54 

22— By  bill  E.  &  S.  Virden  for  coffee  mill 
and  pan  furnished  October  12, 
1888 1  00 


9  54 


for  ship  island  quarantine  station. 

1889.  Dr. 

Mar.     22— To  amount  from  Auditor $  60  00 

Ma}'     15 — To  amount  from  Auditor 15  00 

15 — To  amount  from  Auditor 219  40 

June       5 — To  amount  from  Auditor 6  71 

20— To  amount  from  Auditor 481  40 

July      18 — To  amount  from  Auditor 458  68 

Sept.    25 — To  amount  from  Auditor 445  00 

Nov.    21 — To  amount  from  Auditor 1,375  05 

Dec.  13 — To  amount  received  from  Dr.  A.  P. 
Champlin,  quarantine  physician, 
fees    collected    at   the    Ship    Island 

quarantine  station 820  00 

*           14— To  amount  from  Auditor 182  66 


$    4,063  90 
1889.  Cr. 

Mar.  22 — By  bill  scbooner  "  Sylph  "  owners  for 
transportation  mail  and  supplies  for 
month  ending  November  9,  1888  .  .$       60  00 

*A  warrant  for  $  194.66  was  drawn  this  day,  $12.00  of  which   was  for 
quarantine  purposes. 
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Ma}'     15— By  bill  F.  W.  Elmer  for  flat-boat  for 

use  of  station 15  00 

15 — By  bill  I.  L.  Lyons  &  Co.  for  disinfect- 
ants          193  25 

15 — By  bill  A.  Baldwin  &  Co.   for  ovens, 

water  pots  and  hydronette 18  40 

15_By  bill  Woodward,  Wight  &  Co.   for 

flags,  bunting  and  calico 7  75 

June       5 — Bv  bill  A.  Baldwin  &  Co.  for  ovens.  .  6  71 

20— By  bill  Dr.  A.  Parker  Champlin  for 
services  as  quarantine  physician  for 
month  ending  May  31,  board  of 
three  men  for  one  month  each,  and 
expenses 331  40 

20 — By  bill  Fred.  W.  Eaton  for  services  as 

fumigator  for  month  ending  May  31.         30  00 

20— By  bill  steam  tug  "  Wild  Gazelle  "  for 
transportation  mail  and  supplies  for 
the  month  of  May 60  00 

20 — By  bill  William  Thompson  for  services 
as  boatman  for  month  ending  May 
31 30  00 

20 — By  bill  Julius  Priekich  for  services  as 

boatman  for  month  ending  Ma}'  31 .  30  00 

July  18— By  bill  Dr.  A.  Parker  Champlin  for 
services  as  quarantine  physician  for 
month  ending  June  30,  for  board  of 
three  men  and  expenses 308  68 

18 — By  bill  Fred  W.  Eaton  for  services  as 

fumigator  for  month  ending  June  30         30  00 

18 — By  bill  Julius  Priekich  and  William 
Thompson  for  services  as  boatmen 
for  month  ending  June  30 60  00 

18 — By   bill  steamer    ''Wright"     for  one 

month's  services  as  transfer  boat  .  .  60  00 

Sept.    25 — By  bill  Julius  Priekich  for  services  as 

boatman  for  month  ending  July  31.  30  00 

25 — By  bill  William  Thompson  for  services 

as  boatman  for  month  of  July 30  00 

25— By  bill  Dr.  A.  Parker  Champlin  for 
services  as  quarantine  physician  for 
month  of  Julv  and  for  board  of  three 
men 295  00 

25 — By  bill  Fred.  W.  Eaton  for  services  as 

fumigator  for  month  of  July 30  00 

25 — By  bill  steamer  "  Wright "  for  trans- 
portation of  mail  and  supplies  for 
month  of  July 60  00 
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Nov.    21 By  bill  Wm.  Thompson  for  services  as 

boatman  for  month  of  August 30  00 

21 By  bill  Dr.  A.  Parker  Champlin   for 

services  as  quarantine  physician  for 
month  of  August  and  for  board  of 
three  men 295  00 

21 By   bill   F.  W.  Eaton  for  services  as 

fumigator  for  month  of  August.  ...  30  00 

21 By  bill  Julius  Priekich  for  services  as 

boatman  for  month  of  August.    ...  30  00 

21 By  bill  steamer  "  Wright"  for  trans- 
portation of  mail  and  supplies  for 
August 60  00 

21 By  bill  Fred.  W.  Eaton  for  services  as 

fumigator  for  month  of  September.  30  00 

21 By  bill  steamer  "Wright"  for  trans- 
portation of  mail  and  supplies  for 
month  of  September 60  00 

21 By  bill  Julius  Priekich  for  services  as 

boatman  for  month  of  September.  .  30  00 

21 By  bill  Will  Thompsom  for  services  as 

boatman  for  month  of  September.  .  30  00 

21 By  bill  Dr.  A.  Parker  Champlin  for 

services  as  quarantine  physician  for 
month  of  September,  for  board  of 
three  men  and  expenses 335  05 

21 By  bill  steamer  "Wright"  for  trans- 
portation of  mail  and  supplies  for 
month  of  October 60  00 

21 By  bill  Julius  Priekich  for  services  as 

boatman  for  month  of  October  ...  30  00 

21 By  bill  Wm.  Thompson  for  services  as 

boatman  for  month  of  October  ....  30  00 

21 By  bill  Fred.  W.  Eaton  for  services  as 

fumigator  for  month  of  October  ...  30  00 

21 By  bill  Dr.  A.  Parker  Champlin   for 

services  as  quarantine  physician  for 
month  of  October,  and  for  board  of 

three  men 295  00 

Dec>     13 By  amount  paid  into   State  Treasury, 

fees  collected  at  the  station 820  00 

14 By   bill   of  Dr.   A.  Parker  Champlin 

for  services  as  quarantine  physician 
from  November  1st  to  November 
14th,  inclusive,  for  board  of  one  man 
for  22  days  and  for  expenses 140  66 'i 
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Dec.  14 — By  bill  John  Sumpter  for  services  as 
boatman  and  watchman  from  No- 
vember 1st  to  November  22d,  in- 
clusive    22  00 

14 — By  bill  tow-boat  "Association"  for 
transportation  of  mail  and  supplies 
ior  10  days  in  November 20  00 


$4,063  90s 


Amount  furnished  Jackson  County  Board  of  Health  under 
the  provision  of  an  act  supplementary  to  An  act  to  amend 
the  Statutes  in  regard  to  Boards  of  Health,  approved  Feb- 
ruary 28th,  1880  : 

1889. 

June    5 $    500  00 

July  29 1,000  00 


$1,500  00 


EXPENSES    OF    MEMBERS    AND   THER    PER  DIEM    iN   AT- 
TENDING   MEETINGS- 
MEETING  march  26th  and  27th  at  biloxi. 
1889. 

J.  W.  Bennett   $  39  10 

S.  V.  D.  Hill 37  50 

J.  M.  Taylor 60  20 

B.  F.  Kittrell 65  00 

B.  S.  Toombs 65  25 

W.  F.  Hyer 78  50 

John  Wright 67  50 

Wirt  Johnston 33  #5 

$446  70 

MEETING  NOVEMBER  12lH  AT  JACKSON. 

B.  F.  Ward $  16  30 

J.  F.  Hunter 3  00 

J.  M.  Taylor 31  30 

M.  J.  Lowry 12  20 

L.  Sexton 7  40 

B.  F.  Kittrell 24  20 

Jno.  Wright 28  30 

J.  M.  Greene 26  50 

Chesley  Daniel 28  00 

$177  20 
Secretary's  salary $800  00 

H-8 


Reports  of  Chief  Health  Officers  of  Counties. 

1889. 


ADAMS    COUNTY. 

REPORT  OF  DR.  L.  E.  PROFILET,  CHIEF  HEALTH  OFFICER. 

I  am  pleased  to  again  report  that  during  the  last  year 
Adams  county  has  not  been  visited  by  any  severe  epidemic 
of  any  kind,  and  that  the  health  generally  has  been  excel- 
lent, even  endemic  troubles,  peculiar  to  the  climate,  having 
been  milder  in  form  than  usual.  When  I  made  my  last  re- 
port, the  county  had  not  entirely  recovered  from  the  yelloAv 
fever  panic.  From  the  time  the  disease  was  first  reported 
in  Jacksonville,  Fla.,  precautionary  measures  had  been  taken 
to  prevent  its  introduction  into  the  county,  but  it  was  only 
after  yellow  fever  was  reported  in  Jackson,  Miss.,  that  wild 
panic  prevailed  in  this  and  adjoining  counties,  depriving  the 
people  of  their  reason  and  due  respect  of  the  law.  Even 
with  the  recollections  of  the  disastrous  events  of  1878 
in  mind,  there  was  no  good  reason  for  the  insane  fright  that 
prevailed.  I  am  not  prepared  to  suggest  adequate  measures 
to  prevent  its  recurrence  in  the  future  ;  but  certainly  some 
decided  steps  are  necessary  to  guard  against  it. 

About  October  6th,  there  being  no  new  cases  in  Jackson 
for  some  time,  the  guards  were  removed  and  quarantined 
persons  were  allowed  to  return.  Inspectors  on  trains  were 
retained  until  quarantine  was  raised  in  Jackson.  During 
the  existence  of  the  quarantine,  the  health  was  remarkably 
good,  and,  I  am  pleased  to  report,  has  continued  so  during 
the  year.  As  I  stated,  there  has  been  no  severe  epidemic  of 
any  kind,  though  cases  of  mumps,  typhoid  fever,  whooping 
cough  and  scarlatina  have  occurred,  in  addition  to  our  usual 
endemic  fevers,  though  the  malarial  fevers,  in  my  opinion, 
become  less  frequent  yearly.  Until  the  month  of  August, 
fevers  of  any  kind  were  rare,  and  during  the  months  of 
August  and  September,  they  were  less  common  than  ordi- 
nary. One  of  our  prominent  druggists  assured  me  that  he 
had  never  known  the  demand  for  quinine  so  small. 

No  case  of  small-pox,  yellow  fever,  measles,  cerebro-spinal 
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meningitis  or  diphtheria,  has  come  to  my  knowledge.  While 
there  was  no  serious  epidemic,  there  was  an  eruptive  affec- 
tion during  the  summer  which  was  quite  common  among 
children  and  to  some  extent  among  adults,  and  sometimes 
proved  to  be  quite  intractable.  It  was  a  bilious  affection, 
and  my  diagnosis  of  it  was  Pemphigus,  though  I  am  not 
very  familiar  with  the  disease.  The  cases  scarlatina  I  could 
only  deem  sporadic,  as  it  was  confined  to  two  or  three  fami- 
lies, and  I  do  not  think  strict  measures  were  taken  in  every 
case  to  prevent  its  spread.  The  history  of  the  family  I  at- 
tended I  have  already  reported  to  you,  and  I  consider  worthy 
of  record,  I  was  first  called  on  February  11th  to  a  young- 
girl,  white,  about  15  years  old,  and  found  she  had  sore  throat 
and  headache.  The  fauces  were  very  red,  and  I  considered 
so  characteristic  that  I  told  the  mother  that  if  she  had  had 
any  reason  to  think  she  had  been  exposed  I  would  suspect 
scarlet  fever.  This  alarmed  her,  but,  as  I  could  discover 
no  eruption,  I  told  her  I  would  defer  my  positive  opinion 
until  I  called  in  the  morning.  She  said  to  the  best  of  her 
knowledge  she  could  not  have  been  exposed.  The  next  day 
there  was  no  longer  room  for  doubt,  the  eruption  was  dis- 
tinct upon  her  chest,  and  and  was  appearing  upon  her  arms. 
As  soon  as  I  pronounced  it  scarlet  fever,  the  grandmother  of 
the  young  lady  removed  the  three  other  children  of  the 
family  to  her  home,  and  absolutely  no  communication  waf 
allowed  by  persons,  papers  or  clothing.  As  the  mother  of 
the  patient  did  not  keep  a  servant,  an  older  daughter  re- 
mained at  home  to  assist  her  mother,  and  her  husband  also 
remained.  On  February  .13th,  in  the  morning  the  older 
daughter,  aged  about  nineteen,  complained  of  sore  throat, 
but  was  up  attending  to  her  duties.  By  night  she  had  high 
fever,  and  the  next  morning  the  eruption  had  begun  to  ap- 
pear. It  is  needless  to  recapitulate  the  symptoms — suffice 
to  say  they  both  had  severe  typical  cases  of  scarlet  fever, 
but  recovered  with  no  unpleasant  sequela  save  the  falling 
of  the  hair.  As  soon  as  their  condition  permitted,  disinfect- 
ants were  used  during  their  illness — sanitary  measures  were 
adopted  in  accordance  with  the  "  Eegulations  of  the  Board," 
a  copy  of  which  I  furnished  the  family,  and  there  was  no 
communication  with  any  one  until  after  disquamation  was 
completed.  The  parents  co-operated  with  me  in  carrying- 
out  sanitary  measures,  and  it  was  not  until  March  31st  that 
I  gave  permission  to  bring  the  other  children  home,  and 
they  gladly  obeyed  the  summons,  for  they  are  an  affection- 
ate family. 

On  April  1st,  I  was  asked  to  see  another  young  lady,  one  of 
those  who  had  left  home.  As  soon  as  I  saw  her,  I  told  her 
mother  she  had  the  same  disease.     You  can  imagine  her  con- 
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sternation  to  think  that  after  their  herculean  efforts,  and  the 
ordeal  through  which  they  had  just  passed,  they  might  have 
the  same  trial  to  endure.  She  told  she  was  complaining  of 
sore  throat  the  day  she  left  home,  but,  as  it  was  slight,  and 
she  was  subject  to  sore  throat,  she  paid  little  attention  to  it. 
It  proved  to  be  a  typical  case,  but  of  lighter  form  than  those 
of  the  others,  and  none  of  the  others  took  the  disease  unless 
a  slight  sore  throat  of  which  the  mother  complained  might 
have  been  from  the  same  influence.  My  opinion  is  that  the 
last  patient  did  not  contract  the  disease  after  her  return,  but 
before  she  left,  and  that  it  was  dormant  in  her  system. 
Whilst  the  infection  of  scarlet  fever  clings  to  clothing  a  long 
time  in  my  opinion  it  is  the  least  contagious  of  the  diseases 
considered  of  a  contagious  character.  I  have  repeatedly  treat- 
ed an  isolated  case  in  a  family  where  there  were  other  chil- 
dren constant  in  contact  with  it;  and  where  no  precaution  was 
taken  and  no  proper  tactics  used,  and  no  other  case  occurred. 
During  the  month  of  September  there  were  two  cases  in  a 
white  family  in  another  part  of  the  town;  about  the  time  my 
cases  occurred,  a  doctor  reported  the  case  of  a  negro  child 
some  miles  in  the  country. 

The  past  winter  was  unusually  mild,  the  thermometer  only 
once  or  twice  indicating  as  low  as  29°  F.;  nor  has  the  heat 
during  the  past  summer  at  any  time  been  very  intense.  In 
June  or  July  we  had  frequent  showers,  but  we  are  suffering 
just  nov-  from  a  drought. 

Sometime  in  the  early  part  of  the  year  a  system  of  water- 
works and  sewerages  was  begun  in  Natchez.  There  is  an  old 
ordinance  of  the  city  which  prohibits  digging  or  turning  up 
the  earth  in  any  form  from  either  June  or  July  to  November. 
As  the  water  pipes  were  not  all  laid  by  the  beginning  of  the 
prohibited  time,  a  petition  was  circulated  to  extend  the  time 
for  15  days.  Nearly  all  the  physicians  signed.  I  did  not 
hesitate,  for  I  have  never  seen  the  necessity  for  being  so  rigid 
except  under  special  circumstances.  I  do  not  know  where  the 
idea  originated,  unless  after  turning  up  the  earth  on  some 
particular  occasion,  it  was  was  followed  by  unusual  sickness. 
"  Post  hoc,  propter  hoc."  There  has  been  less  sickness  than 
usual  this  season,  which  is  at  least  negative  proof  against  the 
theory.  Our  soil  in  Natchez  is  light  and  loamy,  and  the 
drainage  excellent.  By  the  end  of  this  year  the  whole  sys- 
tem will  in  all  probability  be  completed,  and  will  no  doubt 
add  to  the  healthfulness  of  our  healthy  city. 

It  is  the  same  old  tale  in  regard  to  the  county  jail.  There 
is  no  doubt  that  it  is  badly  constructed  in  a  sanitary  point  of 
view,  and  the  only  remedy  I  can  suggest  is  that  the  Board 
of  Supervisors  build  a  new  one.  They,  too,  are  convinced  of 
the  necessity,  but  do  not  feel  able  just  yet.  It  is  kept  as  clean 
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as  circumstances  admit,  and  is  in  a  not  very  unhealthy  con- 
dition, as  I  have  had  but  one  call  there  this  year.  There  are 
about  six  lunatics  confined  there,  which  is  certainly  deplora- 
ble, as  some  of  them  might  be  restored.  Our  efficient  sheriff 
uses  his  best  efforts  to  have  them  removed  to  the  asylum,  but 
the  report  is  "  no  room." 


CHICKASAW  COUNTY. 

REPORT  OF  DR.  J.  H.  MURFEE,  CHIEF  HEALTH  OFFICER. 

I  submit  herewith  my  annual  report  of  this  county  as 
health  officer. 

This  county  has  some  twenty  thousand  inhabitants.  They 
are  about  equally  divided  as  1o  color. 

The  death  rate  for  the  past  year  has  not  exceeded  that  of 
other  years,  which  is  about  seventeen  per  thousand  inhabi- 
tants. The  causes  of  death  has  been  from  such  diseases  as 
we  usually  have  in  this  part  of  the  State,  viz  :  malaric,  ty- 
phoid fever,  pneumonia,  etc.,  and  old  age. 

We  have  suffered  no  epidemic,  and  have  had  only  a  few 
sporadic  cases  of  whooping-cough,  diphtheria  and  typhoid 
fever.     There  has  been  very  little  sickness  in  the  schools. 

The  month  of  June,  July  and  August  were  unusually  wet; 
but  was  not  accompanied  with  extra  amount  of  sickness,  and 
was  followed  by  some  malaria  in  the  months  of  September 
and  October,  and  perhaps  more  than  an  average  number  of 
cases  during  some  months  of  previous  years.  The  winter 
months  of  this  year  have  been  unusually  mild  and  pleasant, 
and  accompanied  with  good  health  to  the  people. 

Our  slaughter  houses  and  butcher  stalls  are  in  sanitary 
condition.  There  have  been  no  accidents  from  coal  oil  re- 
ported to  me  during  the  year.  A  citizen  of  the  county  suf- 
fered a  serious  injury  to  himself  from  dynamite  to  kill  fish 
in  a  lake.  The  damage  resulted  in  the  loss  of  one  eye  and 
one  arm. 

The  school-houses,  jails,  prisons  and  poor-houses  are  in 
sanitary  condition,  except  the  prison  for  county  near  Hous- 
ton, which  I  think  is  too  small  for  good  health. 

I  am  not  able  to  give  number  of  births*,  deaths,  still-born 
and  illegitimate,  as  no  record  is  kept  of  such. 


COPIAH  COUNTY. 

REPORT  OF  DR.  A.  B.  PITTS,  CHIEF  HEALTH  OFFICER. 

In  submitting  my  report  I   beg  to  state  that  it  is  very  in- 
complete for  the  reason  that  I  was  not  supplied  with  a  mem- 
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orandum  indicating  the  subjects  to  be  reported  until  a  few 
days  ago,  when  it  was  too  late  to  secure  the  co-operation  of 
the  physicians  throughout  the  county,  upon  whom  I  would 
have  to  depend  for  much  of  the  information  asked  feu.  I 
think  the  character  of  diseases  which  have  prevailed  during 
the  past  year  has  been  about  the  same  as  previous  years, 
viz :  malarial  fever,  dysentery,  catarrhs,  pneumonia,  etc. 
The  amount  of  sickness  has  been  probably  less  than  the 
average,  with  fewer  deaths.  The  results  in  this  regard  have 
been  contrary  to  what  we  would  have  expected.  When  we 
consider  the  excessive  rainfall  of  early  summer,  followed 
by  an  almost  unprecedented  dry  season,  the  number  of 
malarial  fevers,  and  especially  typhoid  fever  has  been  de- 
cidedly less  than  usual  in  most  parts  of  the  country.  Phy- 
sician to  the  poor-house  reports  sanitary  condition  good  ; 
about  18  inmates  during  the  year.  Some  33  cases  of  sick- 
ness, malarial  fevers,  18  ;  dysentery,  15 ;  deaths,  3  ;  rheu- 
matism, 1 ;  syphilis,  1 ;  gangreen,  1.  Jail  physician  reports 
same  in  good  condition  and  properly  ventilated  and  heated. 
He  has  been  called  to  treat  but  3  cases  during  the  year.  Epi- 
lepsy, 2  ;  bronchitis,  1.  (I  think  it  would  be  well  to  note 
the  number  of  epileptics  among  the  confined  criminals.) 

I  see  no  way  to  make  these  reports  useful  and  instructive, 
unless  every  physician  was  compelled  by  law  to  keep  a 
record  of  births,  deaths,  cause  of  death,  etc.,  coming  under 
his  observation,  and  report  same  annuall}'  to  the  Chief 
Health  officer  of  his  county.  The  health  officer  could  then 
induce  him  to  make  note  of  many  other  important  facts 
bearing  on  the  subject  of  sanitation.  Require  him  to  do  this 
and  exempt  him  from  the  payment  of  a  privilege  tax. 


HANCOCK  COUNTY. 

REPORT  OF  DR.  J.  A.  MEAD,  CHIEF  HEALTH  OFFICER. 

In  compliance  with  duty  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the 
following  report  of  Health  Officer  of  Hancock  county  for 
the  year  ending  September  30,  1889. 

This  county  has  been  free  from  contagious  diseases  with 
the  exception  of  whooping-cough  and  mumps.  Malarial 
and  continued  fevers  prevailed  to  a  limited  extent  during 
the  fall  of  1888.  A  continued  fever  (typhoid  type)  pre- 
vailed on  Pearl  river  near  the  Northeastern  Railroad  during 
December  and  January;  several  fatal  cases  reported;  inspec- 
tion of  the  localities  failed  to  give  satisfactory  evidence  of  a 
local  cause.  Whooping-cough  disappeared  early  in  the  pres- 
ent year.    Mura^  continued  until  June.    Less  than  the  usual 
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number  of  cases  of  diarrhoeal  diseases  and  dysentery  dur- 
ing the  spring  and  early  summer  months.  The  usual  aver- 
age of  cases  of  pneumonia  and  bronchial  diseases  during  the 
spring.  The  usual  average  of  cases  of  intermittent  and 
remittent  fevers  for  July,  August  and  September.  Desiring 
as  complete  a  report  of  vital  statistics  as  possible,  early  in 
October.  I  furnished  every  registered  physician  in  the 
county  postals  printed  in  form  for  monthly  reports.  Have 
received  reports  (covering  more  than  three-fourths  of  the 
population  of  the  county)  of  45  deaths;  estimating  total 
population  at  7,500,  gives  an  estimated  death  rate  of  8  per 
thousand.  Principal  causes  of  death  pneumonia  seven  (7), 
phthisis  five  (5),  typho-malarial  iever  four  (4.) 

Annual  summary  of  meteorological  observations  made  at 
Pearlington,  Hancock  county,  Miss.,  for  the  year  ending 
September  30th,  1889: 
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Average — Mean  temperature,  66.7;  maximum,  82.41; 
minimum,  49.5. 

The  county  poor-house  is  in  a  fair  sanitary  condition. 
Number  of  inmates,  seven  (7),  all  aged ;  total  deaths  for  the 
year,  three  (3) ;  reported  cause,  old  age. 

Have  examined  the  jail,  found  same  in  a  good  sanitary 
condition;    forty-seven    (47)  prisoners    were    confined    dur- 
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ing  the  year;  average  time  of  confinement,  sixteen  (16) 
days;  one  prisoner  (sick  before  confinement)  died;  cause, 
typho-malarial  fever.  Xo  register  of  births  being  kept, 
either  by  county  or  city  officials,  and  30  per  cent,  of  cases 
being  treated  by  midwives  (unregistered),  am  unable  to  report 
reliable  statistics  regarding  the  same. 

No  epidemic  diseases  among  animals  reported.  Xo  reports 
of  accidents  from  kerosene  or  other  illuminating  oils.  Am 
pleased  to  report  that  the  repeal  of  the  law  of  1877,  re- 
garding County  Boards  of  Health,  and  transferring  charge 
of  quarantine  affairs  to  the  State  Board  of  Health,  gives  gen- 
eral satisfaction. 


HOLMES   COUXTY. 

REPORT  OF  DR.  R.  B.  CARSON,  CHIEF  HEALTH    OFFICER. 

In  order  to  make  my  annual  report  as  Chief  Health  Offi- 
cer of  Holmes  county.  Miss.,  as  complete  as  possible,  I  ad- 
dressed circulars  to  the  physicians  located  and  practicing 
medicine  in  this  county  for  information  in  regard  to  the 
classes  of  diseases  that  prevailed  in  their  respective 
neighborhoods.  I  received  answers  from  five  different  pre- 
cincts— Tchula,  Ebenezer,  Bichland,  Goodman,  West  and 
Durant  I  feel  under  obligations  to  these  physicians  for 
their  promptness  in  answering  my  questions — Drs.  llabney, 
Lucas,  Tackett,  Hicks,  Brumby,  Stone,  Eodgers  and  How- 
ard. 

The  population  of  this  county  is  now  believed  to  be  about 
35,000;  113  deaths  have  been  reported  from  the  precincts 
mentioned,  but  as  there  are  other  large  neighborhoods  from 
which  I  have  heard  nothing,  I  would  infer  that  the  deaths 
of  the  county  would  probably  reach  500. 

There  was  about  an  average  amount  of  sickness,  and  the 
death  rate  compares  favorably  with  previous  years. 

There  were  no  special  diseases  or  causes  of  death  preva- 
lent during  the  year. 

Some  dysentery  is  reported  from  the  Goodman  territory 
with  some  mortality. 

Pernicious  malarial  diseases  seem  not  to  have  been  so 
prevalent  and  fatal  this  year. 

There  were  three  cases  of  malarial  hematuria  in  the 
Durant  neighborhood,  one  of  which  died,  and  one  case  of 
diphtheria  also  died  ;  one  case  of  tetanus  reported  from 
Bichland  and  several  cases  of  dysentery  from  Goodman; 
four  cases  of  diphtheria  were  reported  from  West,  all 
recovered. 
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August  and  September  were  the  months  attended  with 
the  greatest  mortality.  November  and  December  with 
least. 

Measles  and  mumps  prevailed  in  many  districts  of  the 
county  during  the  spring  and  summer  months. 

Our  county  has  been  free  from  yellow  fever,  small-pox 
and  cholera  during  the  past  year. 

Measles  and  mumps  were  conspicuously  spread  in  the 
Durant  Public  School,  at  one  time  nearly  breaking  up  the 
school  for  vant  of  attendance. 

Charbon  and  hog  cholera  have  prevailed  to  some  extent 
but  with  less  mortality  than  usual. 

There  have  been  no  accidents  reported  from  kerosene  oil, 
petroleum,  gasoline  or  other  product  of 'petroleum  during 
the  year. 

As  a  rule  the  slaughter  houses,  market  houses  and  butcher 
stalls  are  kept  in  a  very  unsanitary  condition  in  this  county. 
It  occurs  to  me  that  some  special  legislation  looking  to  an 
improvement  in  this  line  of  business  would  be  a  sanitary 
desideratum. 

The  theater  and  public  halls  found  in  G-oodman,  Durant 
and  Lexington  are  not  considered  safe,  have  too  little  venti- 
lation and  very  inferior  fire  escapes. 

The  school-houses  as  a  rule  are  in  good  sanitary  condition. 
Some  few  schools  are  too  crowded  with  pupils,  the  capacity 
of  the  house  too  small  for  the  number  of  students.  They 
are  usuallj-  clean,  well  heated  and  lighted. 

The  jail  and  poor-house  are  kept  in  a  healthy  and  cleanly 
condition. 

Report  has  been  recently  made  to  me  of  an  unsanitary 
condition  existing  along  Tchula  Lake  caused  by  the  killing 
of  fish  in  that  stream.     Suitable  steps  will  betaken  to  stop  it. 


JASPER  COUNTY. 

REPORT    OF    DR.    B.    F.    TRAVIS,    CHIEF    HEALTH    OFFICER. 

I  submit  the  following  as  my  annual  report.  I  would 
estimate  the  number  of  inhabitants  of  our  county  (Jasper), 
to  be  about  12,000  or  14,000.  As  regards  the  number  of 
deaths,  will  say  that  will  have  to  approximate  and  would 
estimate  the  deaths  at  about  one  hundred  during  the  entire 
year,  probably  less,  as  we  have  had  no  epidemic  of  any 
character.  I  think  the  amount  of  sickness  this  year  about 
the  same  as  previous.  Butm  different  localities;  for  instance 
in  our  little  town  last  year  we  had  a  good  many  cases  of 
1}  phoid  fever,  and  this  year  we  have  not  had  a  case,  but  out 
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in  the  country  in  some  localities,  there  has  been  more  sick- 
ness than  last  year.  The  death  rate  has  been  about  the 
same  as  the  average  with  other  years.  We  have  had  no 
diseases  o'r  causes  of  death  that  were  more  prevalent  than 
previous  years.  We  have  had  less  diphtheria  and  dysentery 
than  previous  years,  hence  a  less  death  rate  from  these 
causes.  We  have  also  had  less  typhoid  fever  than  the  past 
year.  We  have  had  no  disease  causing  a  greater  death  rate 
than  previous  years.  In  fact  I  believe  we  have  had  less,  but 
why  I  can't  say.  Our  seasons  have  been  quite  favorable ; 
this  may  perhaps  be  the  cause.  We  have  had  no  special 
high  rate  of  mortality  in  any  month  during  the  past  year. 
I  believe  the  months  of  March,  April  and  May  were  attended 
with  the  lowest  rate  of  mortality  than  any  other  months 
during  the  past  year.  We  have  had  none  of  the  following 
diseases  mentioned  in  No.  16  :  yellow  fever,  small-pox, 
cholera,  scarlet  fever,  measles,  cerebro-spinal  meningitis. 
We  have  had  whooping-cough  and  some  few  cases  of  diph- 
theria, but  don't  know  how  many  cases.  Our  public  schools 
have  spread  none  of  the  diseases  except  whooping-cough. 
We  have  had  no  diseases  among  our  animals  during  the  past 
year,  nor  any  accidents  from  the  use  of  kerosine  oil, 
petroleum,  etc.  We  have  no  slaughter-houses  or  butcher 
stalls  in  our  county. 

Our  water  for  drinking  and  other  purposes  is  obtained 
from  wells  and  springs  and  is  pure. 

Do  not  think  we  have  had  any  diseases  contracted  from 
animals   or  impure  milk. 

We  have  no  theatres,  or  public  halls,  in  our  county.  The 
school  houses  in  our  county  are  in  a  good  sanitary  condi- 
tion, and  sufficiently  ventilated  and  heated. 

The  county  jail,  I  don't  think,  is  in  good  sanitary  condi- 
tion. It  is  neither  heated,  nor  sufficiently  ventilated,  and 
poorly  lighted.  We  have  had  but  few  prisoners  in  the 
county  jail.  No  sickness  of  any  consequence.  This,  proba- 
bly, can  be  accounted  for  in  this  way  :  We  have  had  no  pris- 
oner in  jail  who  has  had  to  remain  there  any  length  of  time. 

Our  poor  house  is  in  good  sanitary  condition.  It  is  out  in 
the  country.  We  have  had  about  one  dozen  inmates  during 
the  year.  No  cases  of  sickness  of  any  importance — strictly 
chronics. 

It  would  be  impossible  to  furnish  a  correct  list  of  the 
births  and  deaths.  First,  it  is  impossible  to  get  a  report 
from  all  the  physicians  in  the  county,  and,  as  you  know, 
there  are  a  great  many  births  where  no  physician  at  all  is 
present — and  some  deaths;  but  the  latter  could  be  very  easily 
approximated,  if  I  could  get  a  report  from  the  physicians  in 
the  county.     I  suggested  to  you  once  that  each  physician  be 
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furnished  with  a  form-book  for  reports,  something  like  the 
one  sent  out  by  the  Superintendent  of  the  Census.  But  this 
would  probably  incur  too  great  an  expense. 

I  believe  I  have  embodied  everything  in  my  report  that  is 
of  any  interest. 


LEE  COUNTY. 

REPORT    OP    DR.  J.  M.  HOYLE,  CHIEF  HEALTH    OFFICER. 

I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  this,  my  report,  for  1889  : 

There  was  more  sickness  in  Lee  county  this  year  than  for 
several  years — fevers  of  a  malarial  type,  lasting  from  ten  to 
thirty  days,  sometimes  assuming  a  typhoid  form.  Treat- 
ment seemed  to  have  but  little  effect  in  shortening  their 
duration,  but  it  was  not  more  fatal  than  usual.  This  fever 
was  confined  to  no  particular  localities,  but  prevailed  on  hill 
and  in  valleys.  No  other  diseases  prevailed  here.  I  can 
give  no  cause  for  unusual  prevalence  of  fevers,  unless  it  be 
excessive  wet  season. 

No  data  kept  in  this  county  of  births  or  deaths. 

No  suggestion  or  recommendation  to  make  as  to  our  sani- 
tary measures. 


LOWNDES  COUNTY. 

REPORT    OF    DR.    B.   A.    VAUGHAN,    CHIEF    HEALTH    OFFICER. 

In  my  last  annual  report,  I  called  attention  to  a  report 
made  to  the  Board  of  Supervisors  of  this  county,  looking  to 
the  saving  of  life,  and  that  they  took  that  report  under 
consideration.  The  year  has  elapsed  and  no  action  has 
been  taken,  which,  with  the  general  disregard  paid  to  the 
law  requiring  the  report  to  Health  Officers  of  contagious  or 
infectious  diseases,  is  but  little  encouragement  to  your 
Health  Officer's  best  endeavors  to  promote  health. 

Measles,  chicken  pox  and  whooping-cough  staid  with  us  to 
the  exhaustion  of  material.  The  mortality  from  these  mala- 
dies was  exceptionally  small. 

In  the  winter  and  spring  we  had  an  epidemic  of  a  new  dis- 
ease, chiefly  catarrrhal,  the  throat  in  nearly  every  case  be- 
ing attacked  in  some  form  ;  rheumatic  neuralgia  was  also  a 
constant  attendant.  Very  many  of  these  cases  were  of  long 
duration,  but,  so  far  as  I  can  learn,  ended  in  every  instance 
in  recovery.  I  think  the  epidemic  must  have  been  similar 
to  the  new  disease  I)r.  Greiler,  of  Philadelphia,  reported  to 
the  American  Medical  Association  as  "  It." 
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Smallpox  was  introduced  here  from  Anniston,  Ala.,  on  the 
29th  of  July.  Mr.  Herring,  the  conductor  of  the  train  which 
brought  the  case,  was  kind  enough  to  wire  the  city  of  his 
suspicions.  I,  with  the  mayor  of  the  city,  met  the  train  on 
its  arrival  here,  examined  the  passenger,  and  pronounced  it 
smallpox.  She  was  taken  from  the  train  to  the  city  pest- 
house  and  there  treated,  the  car  purified,  and  Dr.  Johnston, 
Secretary  of  the  State  Board  of  Health,  notified  ;  fresh  vac- 
cination was  offered  by  the  city  to  the  people.  The  patient 
was  discharged  in  about  six  weeks.  No  other  case  has 
occurred. 

Bainfall  was  in  excess  during  the  year  1889,  but  the  peo- 
ple of  the  county  generally  have  been  healthful  until 
about  the  last  days  of  August,  when  intermittent  fevers  be- 
gun to  develop,  and  which  prevailed  during  most  of  Sep- 
tember in  all  parts  of  the  county,  and  in  some  localities  of 
a  pernicious  type. 

The  public  buildings  of  the  county  are  as  last  reported, 
except  as  to  the  LI.  &  College  and  the  Franklin  Academy, 
of  which  I  make  special  report.  The  public  school  build- 
ings of  the  county  have  been  repaired  pretty  generally,  the 
board  of  supervisors  having  made  appropriations  for  repair. 

The  public  roads  are  receiving  more  attention  than  hereto- 
fore, and  the  work  on  them  is  more  of  a  permenant  charac- 
ter ;  so  exposure  in  their  travel  grows  less. 

The  mean  temperature  for  the  year  has  been  lower  than 
for  many  years. 

The  death  rate  cannot  be  approximated  with  any  degree 
of  accuracy;  the  same  may  be  said  of  births  ;  no  record  of 
either  is  made  in  any  part  of  the  county. 

FRANKLIN    ACADEMY. 

The  public  school  of  Columbus.  As  I  said  in  my  last  an- 
nual report,  there  was  being  erected  a  suitable  and  substan- 
tial school  building  ;  this  building  is  now  in  occupancy,  the 
main  part  of  it  having  been  finished  and  furnished.  The 
building  and  furniture  is  well  suited  for  school  purposes, 
and  will  be  an  ornament  when  the  proposed  wings  are  added. 

I  regret  to  report,  all  the  conditions  of  good  sanitation, 
and  hygeine  were  not  considered  in  the  erection  of  this 
school  building;  a  notable  deficiency  in  the  building  itself, 
as  to  the  proper  means  of  heating  it,  is  patent :  flues  for  stove 
pipes  only  are  constructed,  so  that  stoves  only  can  be  used 
for  heating  the  rooms,  and  as  such  means  of  heating  can 
hardly  be  managed  with  sanitary  excellence,  this  failure  in 
building  is  to  be  regretted. 

Another,  and  grave  error  of  structure,  is  the  absence  of 
water  closets  in  the  building:     Water  is  introduced  into  the 


State  Board  of  Health.  125 

building  for  use  in  a  few  fixed  washstands,  but  tbere  are  no 
water  closets;  in  tbeir  absence,  outdoor  structures,  some  80 
or  90  yards  away,  are  expected  to  be  used ;  wben  to  reach 
them  this  distance  has  to  be  traveled  through  an  opeu,  un- 
covered and  unsheltered  lot,  exposed  to  view  from  the 
streets  as  well  as  from  the  school  building.  This  over- 
sight, unless  soon  corrected,  must  cause  impairment  of  health 
to  some  of  the  four  or  five  hundred  pupils  in  attendance, 
many  of  whom  are  nearly  grown. 

With  a  good  system  for  heating,  water  closets  and  fire  es- 
capes, the  public  school  of  Columbus  is  an  institution  in 
which  the  city  and  State  can  take  pride. 

THE    INDUSTRIAL    INSTITUTE    AND    COLLEGE. 

Through  the  courtesey  of  the  President  of  the  College, 
the  report  of  the  matron  of  all  the  sick  during  the  term  was 
given  me  for  official  inspection.  It  gives  me  satisfaction  to 
report  that  only  two  cases  of  severe  illness  occured  ;  one  of 
rheumatism,  the  other  erysipelas.  A  remarkable  health  ex- 
hibit, when  you  consider  the  fact  that  the  pupils  are  assem- 
bled from  all  sections  of  the  State,  which  as  regards  some  of 
the  localities,  amounts  to  an  actual  change  of  climate. 

Headaches  are  frequently  reported,  and  are  pretty  gener- 
ally distributed  in  each  month  of  the  session.  I  antici- 
pate a  marked  improvement  in  this  particular  by  rea- 
son of  the  complete  remodeling  of  the  sanitation  of 
the  buildings.  President  Cocke,  guided  by  intelligent 
and  accurate  information  as  to  the  needs  of  sanita- 
tion, has,  with  the  assistance  of  an  expert  sanitary  engineer, 
so  remodeled  the  plumbing  and  sewerage  that  it  is  now  abso- 
lutely free  from  the  contingency  of  a  mishap  even.  This 
work  is  so  very  admirably  planned  and  executed,  that  every 
part  of  it  is  open  to  inspection,  and  supervision,  every  day 
or  hour.  All  the  "wastes"  from  the  whole  College  buildings 
is  cared  for  by  a  system  of  pipes  all  outside  of  the  buildings, 
with  the  exception  of  one  iron  pipe  (with  vetreous  lining) 
which  passes  beneath  the  floor  of  the  laundry,  a  necessity ; 
but  so  carefuly  engineered  that  danger  of  accident  to  the 
sanitation  of  the  buildings  from  this  cause,  is  absolutely 
"nil." 

I  find  President  Cocke  as  keenly  alive  to  the  necessities 
of  hygiene,  as  he  is  intelligently  practical  in  sanitation,  and 
are  confident  that  health,  comfort  and  reasonable  pleasura- 
ble recreation  will  be  associated  with  the  wide  scope  of  Col- 
lege duties,  which  he  so  kindly  enforces  with  the  aid  of  a 
supporting  faculty. 

While  looking  at  some  of  the  details  oi  the  sanitary  work 
recently  finished,  an  incident  occurred,  which  gave  me  infor- 
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mation  that  the  Board  of  Trustees  had  empowered  the  Pres- 
ident, to  have  additional  needed  work  done  as  to  both 
o-rounds  and  buildings,  the  most  important  of  which  is  the 
construction  of  water  works,  to  supply  the  needs  of  the 
College  with  a  pure  water,  exclusively  under  its  own  man- 
agement. The  incident  was  this:  We  were  standing  by  one 
of  the  "man-holes,"  to  watch  the  flush  which  is  made  auto- 
matically every  10  or  12  minutes.  The  flush  not  coming  on 
in  time,  Professor  Cocke,  on  looking  at  his  watch,  explained 
that  this  was  the  time  of  day  the  Georgia  Pacific  Eailway 
Company  used  the  water  and  as  the  College  supply  was 
from  the  same  city  main,  and  the  railway  company  being  on 
a  much  lower  level,  the  College  supply  of  water  was  some- 
what interrupted  by  the  lowering  of  pressure,  and  so  the 
flush  was  at  times  interrupted;  I  appreciating  that  this  in- 
terruption of  water  suppl}'  might  at  some  time  be  felt  in  the 
steam  boilers,  feel  like  the  State  is  to  be  congratulated  that 
the  President  has  the  authority  and  will  soon  provide  a 
water  supply  free  from  all  contingencies  of  control  not  their 
own. 

A  grant  of  power  to  the  President,  which  is  purely  in  the 
direction  of  hygiene,  I  think  should  be  given,  so  as  to  ex- 
clude from  admittance  into  the  College,  all  applicants  who 
have  the  misfortune  to  labor  under  that  dread  destroyor  of 
human  life,  phthisis.  This  I  think  will  be  conceded  as  right 
and  proper,  when  the  communicability  of  the  disease  was 
generally  admitted  by  the  medical  profession  as  a  truth,  is 
presented  to  the  Board  of  Trustees,  or  by  the  State  Board 
<>f  Health  recommended  to  them. 

Columbus,  Miss.,  October  1,  1889. 


MADISON  COUNTY. 

REPORT  OF  DR.  C.  S.  PRIESTLY,  CHIEF  HEALTH  OFFICER. 

I  herewith  submit  my  report  as  health  officer  for  Madison 
county  for  year  ending  December  1,  1889. 

In  making  up  a  report  I  am  compelled  for  want  of 
authentic  information  to  omit  many  important  things  that 
should  be  known.  Our  physicians  keep  no  vital  mortuary 
statistics,  though  urged  to  do  so.  Hence  any  estimate  of 
births  or  deaths  would  be  speculative.  In  addition  to  no  re- 
cords on  the  part  of  physicians,  a  great  many  white,  and 
nine-tenths  of  the  colored  people  have  no  physicians,  have  no 
obstetrical  cases,  relying  on  midwives  and  grannies,  so  called, 
only  calling  in  a  physician  when  complications  compel  them; 
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and  they  do  but  little  more,  in  many  cases  for  their  sick. 
Many  dying,  as  is  attested  by  new  made  graves  all  over  the 
county,  who  never  had  a  dose  of  medicine,  or  the  attention 
even  of  an  intelligent  layman.  Superstition  and  ignorance 
hold  full  sway.  And  ''those  whom  the  Lord  wills"  are  bound 
to  die.  This  is  the  only  reason  ever  advanced,  and  their 
only  plea  as  an  excuse  for  cruel  neglect. 

The  population  of  this  count}'  according  to  the  census  of 
1880  was  twenty-seven  thousand.  Many  negroes  have  left 
and  their  places  supplied  by  whites;  so  I  suppose  the  above 
would  still  be  about  the  number  here.  The  amount  of  sick- 
ness compared  with  previous  years,  was  much  increased.  I 
would  suppose  by  thirty  per  cent.  The  rate  of  mortality  so 
far  as  I  have  knowledge,  I  think  less,  compared  to  number 
of  cases.  There  were  a  few  children  who  died  of  whooping- 
cough,  complicated.'  These,  with  dysentery,  entoro-calliti* 
and  congestive  fevers  furnishing  the  major  part  of  fatal  dis- 
eases. Our  county  has  been  perfectly  free  from  all  infectious 
or  contagious  diseases  ;  not  a  single  case  of  yellow  fever, 
small-pox,  scarlet  fever,  tyhoid  fever,  cholera  or  diphtheria 
occurring  to  my  knowledge.  A  few  cases  of  measles,  with 
almost  an  epidemic  of  whooping-cough  prevailed  during  the 
months  of  July,  August  and  September.  Throughout  the 
whole  year  malarial  diseases  have  prevailed  to  an  unusual 
degree,  occurring  in  many  cases,  assuming  the  hemorrhagic 
and  congestive  type.  I  know  of  no  cause  for  the  widespread 
increase  in  cases,  unless  it  can  be  attributed  to  the  extreme 
mildness  of  our  last  winter.  During  the  spring  and  fall  to 
the  present  time,  I  have  found  more  dysentery  than  is  usual. 
Catarrhal  fevers  accompanied  in  many  cases  with  tonsillitis, 
and  ulcerated  sore  throats,  have  prevailed  in  unusual  severity 
for  the  months  of  October  and  November.  The  sore  throat 
often  attended  with  a  bright  scarlet  diffused  rash,  resembling 
scarlet  fever,  lasting  only  a  few  hours  or  days,  leaving  to 
desquamation  or  sequelae.  Our  water  supply  is  mainly  from 
undger-ground  cisterns,  some  few  springs,  and  many  use 
well  water.  I  have  not  heard  of  or  known  from  observation, 
any  sicknesss  attributable  to  the  water  supply,  and  the  water 
as  a  whole  is  good.  People  in  the  towns  and  surrounding 
country  have  been  urged  at  proper  times  to  the  importance 
of  cleanliness  and  have  I  think  as  a  rule  enforced  all  sanitary 
measures  to  the  best  of  their  knowledge. 

I  have  made  repeated  visits  to  our  market  houses,  slaiight- 
er  pens,  etc.,  and  all  are  now  and  have  been  kept  in  the  best 
sanitary  condition. 

We  have  in  Canton  only  one  public  hall,  used  for  theatre") 
etc.  It  is  a  two-story  brick  structure,  with  one  large  stair- 
way which  is  the  only  means  of  ingress  or  egress  to  the  hall 
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proper,  and  in  consequence  the  only  means  of  escape  from 
fire.  Ventilated  by  windows  on  end  and  one  side  only. 
Our  school  houses  are  well  ventilated,  heated  and  lighted, 
and  strict  sanitary  measures  enforced.  Our  county  jail  is 
kept  in  a  strictly  sanitary  condition,  disinfectants,  white- 
wash, etc.,  used  often  and  freely,  the  food  plenty,  substantial 
and  well  prepared.  A  large  stove  in  the  center  of  the  build- 
ing is  ample  for  heat.  The  ventilation  can  be  greatly  im- 
proved by  additional  opening  overhead,  and  windows  being 
lowered  from  above.  There  have  been  since  January  1, 
1889,  to  December  1. 1889,  one  hundred  and  thirty-nine  pris- 
oners. This  includes  all  commitments,  for  major  and  minor 
offices.  Six  of  these  have  been  there  for  more  than  twelve 
months,  and  all  would  come  under  the  head  of  lunatics, 
varying  in  degree  from  slight  dementia  to  raving  maniacs. 
It  would  seem  that  something  should  be  done  for  the  relief 
of  this  class  of  unfortunates.  The  cry  comes  that  our  asylums 
are  full  and  our  jail  will  soon  be  unless  relief  comes.  They 
are  confined  like  criminals,  and  have  not  even  a  yard  in 
which  to  recreate;  this  makes  matters  worse,  and  with  no  di- 
version or  outdoor  exercise,  treatment  is  almost  nil  in  ef- 
fect. 

Number  of  cases  of  sickness  not  including  lunatics,  16 
Number  of  deaths, 2 

Both  of  these  were  demented,  one  dying  from  tertiary 
syphilis,  the  other  from  self-imposed  starvation.  Our  poor- 
house  is  truly  appropriately  named;  it  is  situated  in  the  ex- 
treme eastern  portion  of  the  county  and  wholly  inaccesible. 
It  consists  of  an  old  farm  house  of  six  rooms,  and  five  cabins 
surrounding,  and  to  use  the  words  of  its  keeper,  ventilated  to 
an  access.  Dr.  Shelby,  an  educated  physician  and  a  refined 
gentleman,  administers  to  the  unfortunates,  assisted  by  Mr. 
Hart;  they  report  the  sanitary  condition  as  good  as  the  occu- 
pants can  be  made  to  keep  it,  and  under  their  supervision 
have  it  disinfected  and  cleaned  often. 

Total  number  of  occupants  for  the  year  1889,  twenty-three; 
of  this  number,  three  were  whites.  Two  whites  are  dead,  one 
from  heart-disease,  one  general  debility.  Leaving  one  white 
now.  Four  colored  have  died,  two  from  syphilis,  two  heart 
disease.  One  discharged  as  able  to  earm  his  living.  Of 
those  remaining,  four  are  blind,  one  idiot,  one  dropsy,  sup- 
posed from  heart  disease.  The  other  occupants  being  old 
and  indigent.  The  following  meteorological  conditions  was 
furnished  me  by  Dr.  Gr.  W.  Smith-Vaniz  of  our  county: 

Average  rainfall  for    7  years .  .51 .52 

Average  rainfall   for    1889  to  date 42.98 

Deficit, 8.54 
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1888  5.13 
Average  for  January  (omitting  fractions) 1889  4.21 


5.49 
Average  for  February 1889    69 


4.86 
Average  for  March 1889  4 .  96 


1888  4.27 
Average  for  April 1889  5 .  11 

3.24 
Average  for  May 1889    70 

5.31 
Average  for  June 1889  7 .  04 

3.62 
Average  for  July,  1888  and  1889 3 .  03 


3.85 
Average  for  August,  1888  and  1889 3  .  12 


3.25 

Average  for  .September,  1888  and  1889 81 


3.25 
Average  for  October,  1888  and  1889 28 


3.42 

Average  for  November,  1888  and  1889 3 .03 

Average  for  December,  1888  and  1889 


Rainfall 
Rainfall 


n  June  1888 5 .  89     Rained  on  13  days. 

n  June  1889 7 .  04     Rained  on  12  days. 

n  July  1888 4 .  88     Rained  on    5  days. 

n  July  1889 3 .  03     Rained  on  13  days. 

n  August  1888 6.70     Rained  on  11  days. 

n  August  1889 3.12     Rained  on    8  days. 

n  September  1888  ....      3.13     Rained  on    5  days, 
n  September  1889 81     Rained  on    6  days. 

Temperature  in  June,  1889,  compared  to  1888,  apparently 
normal.  Temperature  lower  in  July  and  August,  1889,  com- 
pared with  1888.  September  temperature  higher  for  1889 
than  for  1888. 

H-9 


Rainfall 
Rainfall 

Rainfall 
Rainfall 

Rainfall 
Rainfall 
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I  am  well  aware  of  the  fact  that  this  report  is  deficient  in 
many  respects,  but  it  has  been  hurriedly  made  at  a  time  when 
my  professional  engagements  were  numerous.  With  this 
excuse;  I  promise  to  be  more  accurate  in  the  future. 


MONBOE  COUNTY. 

REPORT    OF    DR.    J.    M.    GREENE,    CHIEF    HEALTH    OFFICER. 

From  October,  1887,  to  April  1,  1889,  this  county  has 
given  a  very  fair  sanitary  record.  There  has  obtained,  in 
localities,  some  prevalence  of  typhoid  and  typho-malarial 
fevers,  measles,  whooping  cough  and  catarrhal  dysentery, 
but  at  no  time  an  epidemic  of  any  kind. 

The  appearance  of  yellow  fever  in  contiguous  States  dur- 
ing the  summer  and  autumn  of  1888  called  foi'th  the  neces- 
sary vigilance  and  preventive  measures  against  its  invasion. 
These  were  maintained  in  a  temperate,  discreet  and  efficient 
way  until  the  outbreak  of  the  fever  at  Jackson,  Miss.,  in  Sep- 
tember, when  wild  panic  obtained  mastery,  and  subordinated 
everything  to  its  implacable  demands.  Every  hamlet,  vil- 
lage, town  and  city  became  "a  law  unto  itself,"  and  sys- 
tematic and  rational  quarantine  became  an  impossibility. 

Confident  of  the  ability  of  the  health  officers  at  Jackson 
to  suppress  the  scourge  there,  effort  was  made  here  to  allay 
excitement  and  restore  reasonable  system,  but  for  some  time 
without  avail.  As  a  consequence  there  was  much  needless 
disturbance  of  traffic  and  travel,  and  unnecessary  expendi- 
ture of  municipal  and  county  funds. 

The  good  results  of  the  efficient  and  masterly  work  at 
Jackson  during  this  crisis  amply  sustains  the  wisdom  and 
justice  of  Mississippi's  health  laws. 

During  the  period  embraced  in  this  report  the  sanitary 
condition  of  our  poor  house,  prisons  and  public  schools  has 
been  maintained  at  good  standard,  and  the  death  rate  of  the 
county  has  been  a  minimum  one. 

In  April,  1889,  the  writer  was  succeeded  in  this  office  by 
Win.  M.  Paine,  M.  D. 


NEWTON  COUNTY. 

REPORT    OF    DR.    A.    J.  PENNINGTON,  CHIEF    HEALTH    OFFICER. 

In  making  my  annual  report  I  will   have  to  do   so   from 
general  information,  and  not  from  statistics,  as  we  have  none. 
Number  of  inhabitants,  16,000;  deaths,  75. 
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It  has  been  remarkably  healthy  for  the  last  year.  I  think 
from  the  best  information  that  we  had  more  deaths  from 
dysentery  than  from  any  other  disease.  We  have  had  none 
of  the  following  diseases  in  our  county  the  last  year,  viz : 
Yellow  fever,  small  pox,  cholera,  scarlet  fever,  measles, 
cerebro-spinal  meningetis.  There  may  have  been  a  few  cases 
of  diphtheria.  Whooping  cough  has  been  prevalent  all 
through  the  county,  and  many  cases  were  caused  from  attend- 
ance on  the  public  schools. 

No  accident  from  the  use  of  kerosine,  petroleum  or  gaso- 
line of  a  serious  nature. 

The  school-houses  are  in  a  condition  to  afford  reasonable 
comfort.     There  is  some  improvement  in  this  respect. 

The  county  jail  is  in  a  good  condition.  There  were  twelve 
prisoners  confined  in  the  county  jail  during  the  last  year 
and  no  sickness  or  deaths. 

The  poor-house  is  in  a  good  condition,  and  there  were  five 
inmates  during  the  past  year  and  no  sickness,  except  that 
peculiar  to  old  age  and  general  debility,  and  but  one  death. 

There  were  in  the  county  : 

Births,  white 500 

Births,  black 250 

Still-born 25 

Illegitimate,  white 3 

"  black 50 

The  absence  of  yellow  fever  and  other  infectious  diseases 
in  this  county  the  past  year  should  encourage  us  to  maintain 
our  quarantine  regulations,  for  to  relax  because  of  the  ab- 
sence of  diseases  would  be  suicidal  to  our  best  interests. 


NOXUBEE  COUNTY. 

BY    DR.    H.    A.    MINOR,    CHIEF    HEALTH    OFFICER. 

As  chief  health  officer  of  Noxubee  county,  I  have  to  re- 
port that  we  have  a  population  of  about  30.000,  of  whom 
only  about  6,000  arc  whites.  We  have  had  no  contagious  or 
infectious  disease  to  prevail  in  our  county  this  year  except 
measles  and  whooping  cough,  from  which  there  were  very 
few  deaths.  We  have  had  no  endemic  or  epidemic  disease 
to  prevail  except  the  various  forms  of  malarial  diseases. 
These  have  prevailed  to  a  greater  extent  than  for  many 
years.  We  had  few  cases  of  the  most  malignant  forms  of 
this  disease,  but  a  great  many  cases  were  of  a  typhoid  type 
— continuing  for  weeks — but  usually  recovering  at  last.  I 
do  not  think  the  mortality  unusually  high. 

I  attribute  this  unusual  prevalence  of  this  form  of  disease 
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to  the  long  continued  rains  of  the  spring  and  early  summer^ 
and  the  consequent  rank  vegetation — followed  by  the  hot 
dry  weather  of  summer — the  result  being  heat,  moisture  and 
decaying  vegetable  matter  (in  low  lands). 

Measles,  whooping-cough  and  scabies  were  disseminated 
widely  by  attendance  upon  the  public  schools ;  but  little  mor- 
tality resulted.  There  has  been  an  unusual  number  of  cases 
of  rabies  among  dogs  here,  and  many  valuable  cows,  hogs 
and  fowls  have  been  bitten.  Quite  a  number  of  these  con- 
tracted the  disease  and  died ;  but  no  human  being  has  been 
bitten,  so  far  as  I  know.  No  other  unusual  disease  has  pre- 
vailed among  our  domestic  animals,  and  there  has  been  no 
case  in  which  a  human  being  has  come  to  his  death  by  a  dis- 
ease contracted  from  an  animal.  No  accidents  from  petro- 
leum or  its  products  have  occurred.  Our  slaughter  pens, 
butcher  shops,  etc.,  are  all  pretty  well  kept.  Our  jail  and 
poor-house  are  fairly  well  kept,  as  things  go  here,  but  are 
unsanitary,  very!  They  need  properly  constructed  water- 
closets,  systematic  means  for  heating  in  winter,  and  for  keep- 
ing cool  in  summer,  and  for  perfect  ventilation  at  all  times. 
They  reek  with  vile  odors.  There  have  been  twenty -five  in- 
mates in  our  poor-house,  of  whom  seven  have  died.  Two 
died  of  phthisis  ;  don't  know  of  what  the  others  died.  There 
have  been  eighty-two  persons  confined  in  our  jail,  of  whom 
three  have  died.     Don't  know  of  what  diseases. 

The  main  causes  of  disease  here  are,  in  the  order  of  their 
importance,  lack  of  drainage,  bad  water,  bad  ventilation  of 
homes.  Eliminate  diseases  of  a  malarial  origin,  and  we 
would  have  one  of  the  most  healthful  counties  in  the  world. 
But  even  our  white  people  are  ignorant  of,  or  indifferent  to 
the  commonest  laws  of  health.  I  have  striven  to  awaken  my 
people  to  the  importance  of  sanitation;  have  written  articles 
in  our  county  papers,  and  have  talked  and  talked  to  them  on 
this  subject;  but  to  little  purpose.  They  yet  will  build  a 
home  at  the  "  head  of  a  hollow,"  right  where  the  prevailing 
winds  will  blow  the  concentrated  poison  right  into  their 
doors  ;  they  will  drink  sipe  water  from  a  bluff  spring  that  is 
warranted  to  produce  a  chill  in  two  hours ;  or  from  a  spring 
under  a  hill,  on  the  top  of  which  they  have  located  a  cow- 
pen  or  a  horse-lot,  and  then  grieve  over  the  "strange  provi- 
dence of  God"  that  takes  from  them  a  child  or  a  wife.  If 
white  people  do  thus,  what  may  we  expect  the  negro  to  do? 
"Why  they  are  not  decimated  yearly,  is  an  unsolved  problem. 
What  can  be  done  to  remedy  this  sad  state  of  affairs?  We 
must  educate  our  people  up  to  a  proper  appreciation  of  the 
advantages  of  the  observance  of  the  laws  of  hygiene;  must 
show  them  that  the  observance  of  these  laws  means  longer 
life,   greater   freedom    from   ill   health,   from  "ague   cakes," 


State  Board  of  Health.  133 

"congestive  chills,"  and  "yellow  chills;"  that  instead,  they 
will  have  red  cheeks,  cheerful  minds,  and  safety  from  accus- 
tomed ills.  We  must  have  laws  for  the  registration  of  vital 
statistics,  and  then  have  these  laws  rigidly  executed.  The 
doctors  must  be  thoroughly  awakened  as  to  their  duty.  The 
cnidwives  must  be  made  to  undergo  examination  as  to  their 
fitness,  morally  as  well  as  intellectually,  and  then  we  will  not 
have  so  many  cases  of  infanticide,  and  of  children  born  no- 
body knows  where  or  when.  Then  cannot  a  law  or  set  of  laws 
be  passed  to  hinder  the  destruction  of  many  lives,  and  the 
depletion  of  innumerable  pocket-books,  by  the  nefarious  ven- 
dors of  patent  nostrums  ? 

OKTIBBEHA    COUNTY. 

REPORT    OF    DR.    W.    N.    AMES,    CHIEF    HEALTH    OFFICER. 

Population   of  Oktibbeha,  according  to   last  census,    was 

17,000, white   and negro.     Immigration   into    the 

county  of  Northern  people  for  permanent  citizenship,  forms 
a  very  small  per  cent,  of  total  population.  I  know  of  no 
method  of  getting  at  the  number  of  the  white  people  of  this 
county.  A  large  number  of  the  negroes  have  gone  to  the 
Yazoo  and  Mississippi  rivers  bottom  during  the  last  few 
months;  perhaps  10  per  cent,  of  the  whole  number  have 
gone. 

On  the  first  of  November  I  forwarded  by  mail  a  circular 
letter,  which  I  had  prepared,  to  each  physician  practicing 
in  the  county,  requesting  them  to  furnish  me  with  a  list  of 
deaths,  births  and  various  other  questions,  answers  to  which 
would  have  been  of  great  importance  in  the  way  of  making 
a  health  report  for  the  present  year.  Only  three  replies 
were  received.  If  I  am  permitted  to  guess  the  number  of 
deaths,  I  would  estimate  the  number  at  about  fifty  for  all 
classes.  Notwithstanding  we  have  had  an  increase  of  sick- 
ness, compared  with  the  last  few  years,  the  mortality  has 
not  been  very  great.  The  total  amount  of  sickness  wae 
about  one-third  greater  than  last  year,  and  the  death  rats 
about  on  an  average  with  former  years. 

Malarial  diseases  were  more  than  usually  prevalent  but 
not  assuming  a  very  serious  form  or  type.  However,  I  know 
of  several  cases  of  the  algid  form  of  congestive  intermittent 
that  occurred  early  in  September. 

There  was  not  a  single  case  of  malarial  hematuria  during 
the  year  in  the  county.  There  were  quite  a  number  of  cases 
of  typho-malarial  fever,  as  the  disease  is  often  called,  an 
adynamic  or  typhoid  state  following  neglected  or  badly 
treated  remittent  fever.     Although  many  of  these  cases  were 
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protracted  and  patients  very  ill,  yet  the  fatality  was  not 
great. 

There  were  more  deaths  from  malarial  diseases  than  from 
all  other  causes. 

The  probable  cause  of  the  unusual  prevalence  of  malaria 
was  excessive  amount  of  rain  in  the  months  of  June,  July 
and  a  part  of  August,  followed  by  the  usual  heat  of  August 
and  September.  The  greatest  number  of  malarial  diseases 
occurred  in  August  and  September. 

Bowel  diseases,  such  as  dysentery,  diarrhoea  and  cholera 
infantum  were  not  as  frequently  met  with  as  usual  in  the 
spring  and  summer. 

The  mortality  from  all  causes  was  less  in  the  months  of 
April,  May  and"  June,  and  greatest  in  the  months  of  July, 
August  and  September. 

TABULATED     STATEMENT     OF    METEOROLOGICAL     OBSERVATION     AT 
THE    A.    &    M.     COLLEGE,    MISS. 
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No  cases  of  typhoid  fever,  yellow  fever,  small  pox, 
cholera,  scarlet  fever  and  cerebro-spinal  meningitis.  Only 
two  cases  of  diphtheria  reported.  One  case  was  that  of  a 
little  girl  visiting  New  Orleans  in  February,  who  returned 
home  about  the  last  of  the  month  with  diphtheria  contracted 
in   New  Orleans.     I   treated  the  case   myself  and   enforced 
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all  the  directions  usually  observed  for  the  prevention  of  the 
spread  of  the  disease,  such  as  isolating  the  case,  disinfecting 
discharges,  wearing  apparel,  bedding,  etc.  The  child 
recovered.  The  other  case  was  in  the  practice  of  Dr.  I.  W. 
Barron,  of  Sturgis;  no  history. 

There  was  an  epidemic  of  measles  in  March,  confined  to  a 
small  territory  in  the  northern  part  of  the  county,  reported 
by  Dr.  W.  W.  Nash.  Number  of  cases  and  deaths  not  re- 
ported. 

Attendance  on  the  public  schools  in  the  same  locality,  as 
reported  by  Dr.  Nash,  caused  the  spread  of  measles,  whoop- 
ing-cough and  mumps.  I  have  no  information  that  this, 
occurred  at  any  other  point  in  the  county. 

There  has  been  a  perfect  exemption  from  diseases  of  a 
contagious  nature  among  domestic  animals.  No  disease 
caused  by  the  use  of  impure  milk  or  irom  animals  as  far  as 
known. 

As  far  as  I  know  there  exists  no  unsanitary  condition  in 
the  county,  except  perhaps  the  want  of  proper  drainage  in 
creek  bottoms  and  low  lands  in  general. 

Drinking  water  and  water  for  culinary  use  is  obtained 
from  springs  and  wells  in  the  hills  and  valleys  of  the  west- 
ern portion  of  the  county  which  is  pure  and  healthy,  and 
that  in  use  in  the  eastern  section  of  the  count}'  comes  from  cis- 
terns— reservoirs  excavated  in  the  soft  lime  rock  which  form 
a  substratum  of  the  prairie  belt,  of  which  this  county  con- 
stitutes a  part.  This  water  is  considered  wholesome.  These 
cisterns  are  tilled  with  rain  water  in  the  winter — enough  to 
supply  a  family  for  one  3'ear.  The  lime  rock,  in  which  these 
cisterns  are  made,  contains  uabout  25  per  cent,  carbonate  of 
lime.  The  water  in  wells  and  cisterns  that  sipe  is  more 
or  less  impregnated  with  lime. 

There  is  but  one  public  hall  in  Starkvilleused  for  theaters 
and  operas — called  Watts'  Opera  Hall."  This  hall  is  badly 
ventilated,  and  is  furnished  with  no  fire-escapes.  There  is 
another  hall  at  the  A.  &  M.  College,  situated  on  the  first 
floor  of  the  building,  well  ventilated  and  heated. 

The  school  houses  are  generally  too  well  ventilated  for 
comfort  in  winter,  and  are  heated  and  lighted  on  an  average 
with  country  school-houses  in  general. 

The  county  jail  has  just  been  finished  in  a  modern  way, 
and  is  properly  heated  and  lighted.  Total  number  of  pris- 
oners for  the  year,  42.  Only  three*cases  of  sickness.  Two 
cases  of  malarial  fever  contracted  before  being  admitted, 
and  one  case  of  colic.  No  deaths.  Two  lunatics  were  eon- 
fined  for  a  short  time  in  jail. 

Poor-house  inmates  two — both  negroes — one  has  prople- 
gia  and  the  other  syphilis.  No  deaths.  Sanitary  condition 
very  good. 
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In  my  opinion  there  never  will  be  a  complete  and  accurate 
registration  ot  vital  and  mortuary  statistics  made  until  a 
law  is  enacted  that  can  be  enforced,  requiring  every  physi- 
cian engaged  in  the  practice  of  his  profession,  to  make  such 
reports  monthly  to  proper  authorities.  Ordinarily  the  pro- 
fession fail  to  take  the  necessary  interest  in  matters  of  this 
kind. 


PONTOTOC    COUNTY. 

REPORT  OF  DR.  M.  R.  FONTAINE,  CHIEF  HEALTH  OFFICER. 

In  compliance  with  instructions  emanating  from  the  State 
Board  of  Health  I  herewith  submit  my  report,  which  though 
short,  yet  embraces,  I  think,  everything  of  importance 
connected  with  the  duties  of  my  office. 

Assuming  the  population  of  Pontotoc  at  the  present  time 
to  be  the  same  it  was  in  1880,  which  according  to  the  cen- 
sus of  that  year  was  14,000,  would  say,  that  the  number 
of  deaths  during  the  past  year  was  one  or  perhaps  one  and 
a  half  per  cent.,  but  of  this  cannot  be  postively  certain,  as 
no  table  of  mortuary  or  vital  statistics  has  been  kept  by  the 
physicians  of  the  county.  The  amount  of  sickness  during 
the  year  has  averaged  about  the  same  as  that  of  previous 
years;  in  some  localities  greater,  in  others  less. 

The  death  rate  has  not  been  materially  increased  or  dimin- 
ished during  the  year.  In  the  low  flats  and  swampy  lands 
of  the  county,  the  cases  of  dysentery  and  the  deaths  result- 
ing therefrom,  have  been  greatly  in  excess  of  those  of  for- 
mer years.  The  only  cause  assignable  for  the  greater  num- 
ber of  cases,  and,  a  priori,  the  increased  mortality,  was  the 
existence  in  a  greater  and  more  intensified  degree  of  those 
factors  that  are  for  the  most  part  productive  of  this  disease. 
During  the  months  of  May,  June  and  July,  the  rainfall  was 
considerably  greater  than  that  for  the  same  months  of  many 
previous  years.  This  was  succeeded  in  the  months  of  Au- 
gust and  the  early  part  of  September  b}r  excessively  hot 
weather,  it  he  thermometer  in  past  showing  a  much  higher 
range  in  the  month  of  August  than  it  had  at  the  same  period 
for  eight  or  ten  years  previously.  All  the  water  in  the 
Lagorn"  lakes  and  in  fact  most  of  the  streams  was  com- 
plete iy  evaporated  during  this  and  the  succeeding  month, 
September,  and  as  a  result  the  emanations  from  the  decay  of 
animal  and  vegetable  matter  is  considered  the  chief,  if  not 
the  exclusive  factor  in  the  production  of  the  disease  referred 
to.  Many  cases  proved  fatal,  whilst  others  were  amenable 
to  treatment,  and  yielded  readily  to  quinine  and  other  anti- 
periodics. 
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The  rate  of  mortality  was  considerably  greater  during 
the  month  of  September,  and  less  during  the  month  of  June 
than  any  other. 

Of  the  diseases  not  usually  occurring  in  this  locality,  I 
know  of  only  six  (6),  and  these  were  diphtheria  and  treated 
by  myself;  Three  (3)  cases  occurred  in  this  town  in  the 
families  respectively  of  Mr.  I.  A.  Carr  and  James  N.  Bell. 
The  other  three  (3)  cases  occurred  in  the  family  of  Mr.  John 
Pope,  five  (5)  miles  southeast  of  Pontotoc.  Of  the  six  cases 
mentioned,  only  one  died.  No  cases  of  yellow  fever,  small 
pox,  cholera,  scarlet  fever,  cerebro-spinal  menengitis  has  oc- 
curred in  this  locality  during  present  year.  Have  heard  of 
no  contagious  disease  being  spread  by  attendance  on  the  pub- 
lic schools. 

During  the  months  of  October  and  November  a  large 
number  of  swine  in  the  locality  where  dysentery  prevailed 
in  the  months  of  August  and  September,  died  from  what 
was  diagnosed  cerebro-spinal  meningitis.  Know  of  no  acci- 
dent from  the  use  of  kerosine  or  any  product  of  petroleum. 
No  unsanitary  conditions  exist  at  present — that  I  am  aware 
of — either  in  the  city  or  county  of  Pontotoc  ;  and  I  deem  it 
due  mainly  to  this  fact,  that  we  have  so  far  escaped  the  dif- 
ferent epidemic  and  endemic  diseases,  that  have  at  different 
periods  so  frightfully  scourged  other  portions  of  the  State. 
Water  in  the  town  of  Pontotoc,  for  all  purposes,  is  obtained 
for  the  most  part  from  wells  and  cisterns,  which  is  mostly 
freed  from  impurities,  and  considered  healthy  in  the  highest 
sense.  I  know  of  no  case  of  sickness  having  occurred  in 
the  county  resulting  from  animals  or  impure  milk. 

We  have  but  one  public  hall  in  Pontotoc,  City  Hall,  which 
is  well  ventilated,  and  provided  with  fire  escapes.  The  dif- 
ferent colleges  and  school-houses  in  city  and  county  of  Pon- 
totoc, are  constructed  on  strict  rules  of  sanitation  and  hy- 
gienic, and  in  every  way  properly  kept.  After  a  careful  ex- 
amination of  the  county  jail,  am  well  convinced  it  is  both 
imperfectly  ventilated  and  heated,  and  so  far  as  its  sanita- 
tion is  affected  by  want  of  proper  heat  and  ventilation,  it 
may  be  pronounced  unsanitary.  One  window  on  either  side 
of  the  room,  closety  grated,  say  20x30  inches,  is  sufficient  to 
ventilate  a  room  18x18  feet,  and  often  containing  from  ten 
to  fifteen  prisoners.  A  small  wood  stove  8x10  inches  is  the 
only  heating  apparatus  with  which  the  jail  is  supplied.  In 
consequence  of  the  defect,  referred  to,  the  heat,  combined 
with  the  putrescent  emanations  from  the  persons  of  filthy 
prisoners,  renders  the  room  unhealthy  and  disagreeable  in 
the  extreme  in  the  summer,  and  dangerously  uncomfortable 
in  winter. 

The  poor-house  has  a  healthful  situation,  is  well  kept  and 
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its  sanitary  condition  perfect.  The  total  number  of  inmates 
during  the  past  year  were  eighteen  ;  of  which  number  011I3' 
two  died. 


TUNICA  COUNTY. 

REPORT    OF    DR.    M.    J.    ALEXANDER,    CHIEF    HEALTH    OFFICER. 

The  people  of  Tunica  county  generally  were  favored  in 
the  last  twelve  months  with  comparative  good  health. 

A  majority  of  physicians  in  the  county  report  a  slight 
decrease  in  the  sickness  of  last  year  over  previous  year,  say 
about  5  per  cent.,  whilst  one-third  ot  the  number  of  physi- 
cians have  noticed  a  marked  increase,  especially  during  the 
months  of  June,  July,  August  and  September;  this  increase 
amounting  in  some  40  per  cent.,  and  one  physician  about  50 
per  cent.  In  my  own  practice,  during  the  months  of  Jul}', 
August  and  early  part  of  September  the  excess  amounted  to 
over  75  per  cent,  over  the  same  months  of  1888.  Dur- 
ing that  period  malarial  intoxication  of  severe  type  was 
prevalent  among  children,  several  deaths  taking  place  from 
maglignant  (congestive)  malarial  fever.  One  case  of  a  white 
child  (male),  age  seven  years,  was  especially  severe,  the 
patient  dying  within  three  hours  after  beginning  of  rigor. 
Many  cases  among  negro  children  between  the  age  of  two 
and  five  j'ears  came  to  my  notice  and  were  reported  to  me, 
which  showed  an  increased  "  intensity"  of  malarial  poison- 
ing over  the  year  preceding  this.  In  the  months  of  Decem- 
ber, 1888,  January,  February,  March  and  April,  1889,  the 
sanitary  condition  of  Tunica  county  wag  good,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  bronchitis,  caused  by  exposure.  Pneumonia  was 
met  with  only  in  rare  instances,  and  none  fatal.  During  the 
last  mentioned  five  months,  the  decrease  over  winter  and 
part  of  spring  of  1887  and  1888  being  about  10  per  cent. 
No  epidemic  or  infectious  diseases  were  recorded  in  Tunica 
connty  this  year. 

The  meteorological  changes  were  in  keeping  with  the  sea- 
sons, excepting  the  winter  months,  which  were  unusually 
mild. 

The  death  rate  was  about  the  same  as  the  previous  twelve 
months. 

Intemperance  is  increasing  to  an  alarming  extent,  and  es- 
pecially so  among  the  women  of  the  negro  race. 

And  as  in  my  previous  reports  I  am  forced  to  call  atten- 
tion to  the  increase  of  pulmonary  phthisis  among  negroes. 
They  are  more  susceptible  to  this  disease  and  succumb  more 
readily  than  in  previous  years. 
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I  have  examined  the  court-house  and  jail  carefully.  The 
ventilation  of  these  buildings  is  excellent,  and  the  sewerage 
system  of  the  jail  is  perfect.  J.  W.  Johnson,  the  estimable 
sheriff  of  Tunica  county,  deserves  all  credit  for  the  untiring 
efforts  and  his  personal  supervision  to  keep  the  public  prop- 
erty in  good  healthful  condition. 

The  poor  house  is  let  out  by  contract  to  the  lowest  bidder. 
At  present  there  is  no  pauper  in  keeping. 

The  health  of  the  prisoners  in  jail  was  good  during  the 
past  twelve  months  ;  no  disease  originating  in  the  jail.  There 
were  three  deaths  in  poor  house,  and  since  the  paupers  of 
our  county  are  generally  individuals  disabled  from  earning 
a  livelihood  through  disease  of  long  standing  and  neglect,  it 
is  not  to  be  wondered  at  that  a  large  majority  die  soon  after 
entering  the  county  poor  house. 

The  public  schools  are  in  fair  sanitary  condition. 

My  aim  this  year  has  been  to  improve  the  hygienic  condi- 
tion of  our  farmers;  and  I  have  always  given  advice  in  re- 
gard to  improvements  of  houses  and  especially  the  water 
supply. 


WARREN    COUNTY. 

REPORT    OF    DR.    J.    W.    KING,  CHIEF  HEALTH    OFFICER. 

I  herewith  submit  my  report  as  chief  health  officer  for 
Warren  county  for  1889. 

As  there  are  no  records  kept  of  births,  deaths,  contagious 
or  infectious  diseases,  it  will  be  impossible  to  answer  many 
of  the  questions  propounded  in  your  circular  of  enquiry. 

The  census  of  1880  gave  Warren  county  31,242  hi  habi- 
tants. Vicksburg  then  contained  in  round  numbers  12,000, 
leaving  for  the  balance  of  the  county  some  19,000.  Since 
then  the  population  of  the  county  outside  of*  Vicksburg  has 
remained  about  stationary,  while  that  of  the  city  has  in- 
creased to  20,000.     (Estimated). 

The  death-rate  so  far  as  I  can  ascertain  has  been  very 
light  during  the  past  year,  and  the  amount  of  sickness  be- 
low the  average. 

There  have  been  no  endemic  or  epidemic  diseases  in  the 
county  for  the  past  year,  and  no  one  disease  or  class  of  dis- 
eases to  cause  unusual  mortality. 

There  have  been  no  cases  of  yellow  fever,  small-pox, 
cholera  or  cerebro-spinal  meningitis.  There  have  occurred  a 
few  exporadic  cases  of  scarlet  fever,  measels,  whooping 
cough,  and  diphtheria. 

There  has  been  no  spread  of  any  disease  caused  by  attend- 
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ance  on  the  public  schools,  nor  has  there   been    any  unusual 
or  characteristic  disease  among  the  domestic  animals. 

The  past  year  has  been  an  unusually  dry  one  in  this  sec- 
tion, there  being  a  considerable  deficit  in  the  annual  fall  of 
rain.  The  winter  of  1888  and  1889  was  remarkably  open 
and  mild,  the  spring  early  and  dry,  the  summer  pleasant  and 
dry  and  the  fall  and  winter  to  date  exceptionally  fine. 

I  kuow  of  no  accidents  from  use  of  kerosene  oil,  gasoline 
or  other  products  of  petroleum. 

I  have  from  time  to  time  inspected  the  slaughter  houses, 
market  houses  and  butcher  stalls.  I  generally  find  them  in 
fair  sanitary  condition,  and  kept  moderately  clean.  I  think, 
however,  some  of  the  slaughter  houses  are  too  near  to  the 
city  limits,  and  that  it  would  be  a  good  law,  if  we  had  a 
statute  fixing  the  minimum  distance  at  one  mile. 

Water  for  drinking  and  culinar}r  purposes,  is,  as  a  rule,  ob- 
tained from  cisterns,  and  is  pure  and  wholesome.  Since  my 
last  report  the  system  of  waterworks  for  Yicksburg  has  been 
completed  and  put  in  operation.  The  water  used  is  taken 
from  the  Mississippi  river — is  filtered  before  being  forced 
over  the  city  and  is  pure  and  wholesome. 

There  is  one  theatre  and  five  or  six  public  halls  in  Vicks- 
burg.  As  a  rule  they  are  well  ventilated  and  the  facilities 
for  escape,  in  case  of  fire,  ample. 

There  are  in  Vicksburg  three  new  school  houses.  One 
brick  and  two  frame.  They  are  properly  ventilated  and 
heated.  They  are,  however,  overcrowded;  at  least  one  new 
building  is  badly  needed. 

There  are  nine  school  houses  in  the  county.  As  a  general 
thing  they  very  much  out  of  repair  and  are  poorly  lighted 
and  heated.  The  balance  of  the  county  schools  are  held  in 
churches,  which  are  unsuited  in  most  cases  to  the  purpose  to 
which  they  are  put. 

I  have  from  time  to  time  inspected  the  county  jail,  and 
find  it  kept  in  good  sanitary  condition.  It  is  moderately 
well  ventilated  and  heated.  There  are  at  present  twenty 
prisoners  confined  in  it,  ten  of  whom  are  lunatics.  The  av- 
erage number  during  the  year  has  been  eighteen.  There  has 
been  but  very  little  sickness,  and  but  one  death — that  from 
old  age  and  general  debility. 

The  lunatics  have  been  confined  in  the  jail  from  the  fol- 
lowing dates  :  One  from  April  25th,  1889;  one  from  Decem- 
berber  26th,  1886;  one  from  January  12th,  1887;  two  from 
July  4th,  1887;  one  from  February  11th,  1887;  one  from 
January  5th,  1888;  one  from  January  24th,  1889;  one  from 
November  20th,  1889,  and  one  from  November  25th,  1889. 
The  jail  is  not  a  suitable  place  for  their  proper  treatment, 
and  provision  ought  to  be  made  for  their  removal  to  one  of 
our  insane  asylums. 
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I  have  inspected  the  county  poor-house,  and  find  it  kept 
in  fair  sanitary  condition.  There  were  ten  inmates  during 
the  past  year,  three  of  whom,  two  men  and  one  woman, 
died.  There  are  on  hand  at  present  seven.  The  deaths 
were  caused,  two  from  old  age  and  general  debility,  and  one 
from  consumption.  There  has  been  very  little  sickness 
among  the  inmates  during  the  past  year. 

The  only  other  public  building  in  the  county  is  the  court- 
house, which  I  have  inspected,  and  find  in  good  sanitary 
condition. 


YALOBUSHA    COUNTY. 

REPORT  OF  DR.  H.  A.  GANT,  CHIEF  HEALTH  OFFICER. 

1.  The  population  of  Yalobusha  county  is  estimated  to  be 
15,000;  nearly  equally  divided  between  whites  and  blacks. 

2.  The  number  of  deaths,  from  all  causes,  during  the  last 
year  will  probably  number  250. 

3.  The  amount  of  sickness  was  less  than  in  previous  years, 
with  the  exception  of  an  epidemic  of  measles,  which  in- 
creased the  yearly  average  of  sickness,  but  not  (4)  the  death 
rate,  which  was  about  ten  per  cent,  less  than  in  previous 
years. 

5.  Measles  and  malarial  fever  of  typhoid  type,  were  the 
causes  of  death  that  were  more  than  usually  prevalent  during 
the  year,  but  the  mortality  from  these  causes  was  not  greater 
than  usual  for  the  entire  county.  The  malarial  fever  was  of 
severe  type  in  certain  localities,  principally  in  the  town  of 
Water  Valley,  where  in  a  total  of  eighty -five  to  one  hundred 
cases  there  were  seven  deaths. 

The  measles  assumed  an  epidemic  character  early  in  May, 
and  continued  until  August,  amounting  in  all  to  450  or  500 
cases.  There  were  some  very  complicated  cases,  but  the 
deaths  did  not  amount  to  over  10  or  15,  including  those 
among  the  blacks,  many  of  whom  had  no  regular  medical 
attention. 

6.  It  is  impossible  to  assign  any  cause  for  the  epidemic 
of  measles,  or  for  the  malarial  fever,  other  than  the  general 
causes  due  to  the  change  of  seasons  and  to  the  general  prev- 
alence of  malaria  in  this  latitude ;  but  the  fatality  of  the 
fevers  was,  in  my  judgment,  due  in  a  great  measure  to  the 
local  unsanitary  condition  of  the  premises  where  the  fever 
oecurrred  in  a  number  of  cases. 

7.  Pneumonia  and  diseases  of  the  lungs  were  less  than 
usually  prevalent,  while  throat  diseases  and  catarrhal  affec- 

•  tions  were  more  than  ordinarily  frequent,  but  of  mild  type. 
There  was  a  notable  absence  of  severe  dysenteric  diseases. 
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8.  The  lessened  prevalence  of  these  affections  is  attrib- 
uted to  the  mild  season  of  1888-'89,  and  to  the  equally  tem- 
perate spring  and  summer  that  followed. 

9.  There  was  no  general  increase  of  mortality  from  any 
disease.  In  certain  localities,  as  stated  above,  malarial  fever 
was  attended  with  a  higher  rate  of  mortality,  (10)  on  account, 
probably,  of  local  unsanitary  cjndition  of  premises. 

11.  There  was  lessened  mortalit}7  from  dysentery  and  dis- 
eases of  this  character,  (12)  due  to  the  limited  number  of 
cases  and  the  mild  type  of  the  disease. 

13.  Malarial  diseases  were  attended  with  the  highest  rate 
of  mortality  during  the  months  of  September  and  October. 

14.  Diseases  of  dysenteric  character  were  attended  with 
lower  rate  of  mortality  during  June,  July  and  August. 

15.  Of  the  diseases  not  usually  occurring  in  this  county, 
it  is  proper  to  mention  three  cases  of  scarlet  fever  that 
occurred  in  Coffeeville  early  in  April.  They  presented  all 
the  symptoms  of  genuine  scarlatina,  although  it  was  impos- 
sible to  trace  the  source  of  infection.  They  were  probably 
of  sporadic  origin,  but  were  promptly  isolated  and  all  nec- 
essary precautions  taken  to  prevent  the  outbreak  of  an  epi- 
demic. The  public  school  was  closed  for  a  time,  and  no 
other  cases  developed. 

16.  There  occurred  in  the  county  three  cases  of  scarlet 
fever  in  the  month  of  April — 500  cases  measles  during 
April,  May,  June,  July  and  August,  the  greatest  number  of 
cases  being  in  the  month  of  May;  40  to  60  cases  whooping- 
cough  during  January,  February,  March  and  April.  There 
were  also  a  few  cases  of  typhoid  fever  in  the  spring  and 
autumn,  but  not  of  an  epidemic  nature. 

17.  There  were  no  cases  of  yellow  fever,  small-pox, 
cholera,  cerebro-spinal-meningitis,  or  diphtheria. 

18.  I  do  not  think  attendance  upon  the  public  schools 
caused  the  spread  of  the  diseases  mentioned  above. 

19.  There  have  been  no  diseases  among  animals  of  an 
infectious  character. 

20.  There  was  nothing  peculiar  in  the  meteorological 
conditions  during  the  year  ;  the  rainfall  was  excessive  during 
the  month  of  June,  &nd  very  slight  during  August,  Septem- 
ber and  October.. 

21.  Several  of  the  fatal  cases  of  malarial  fever  occurred 
in  houses  situated  on  ground  that  is  alluvial  and  probably 
saturated  with  decaying  vegetation,  made  so  by  the  change 
in  the  channel  of  a  creek  that  runs  through  Water  Valley. 
Other  cases  occurred  in  houses  located  on  hillsides,  where 
the  drainage  is  from  the  back  premises — (kitchen,  cow-lots, 
etc.,) — towards  and  under  the  houses. 

22.  Only  one  accident  from  coal  oil  is  to  be  reported,  and 
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that  caused  only  pecuniary  loss,  amounting  to  §400  or  §500, 
occasioned  by  the  explosion  of  a  coal  oil  lamp  in  a  dry  goods 
store. 

23.  The  present  system  of  above-ground  privies  in  the 
towns  is  an  offensive  and  objectionable  nuisance,  and  unsan- 
itary in  the  extreme.  It  is  impossible  with  the  strictest  reg- 
ulations of  the  corporate  authorities  to  keep  them  in  tolera- 
ble condition.  In  towns  of  larger  size,  from  1,500  to  4.000 
inhabitants,  unprovided  with  water  works  and  sewers,  it  is  a 
crying  evil  and  should  be  remedied,  but  how  to  remedy  it  is 
a  question  for  the  expert  sanitarian  and  the  legislator. 

24.  The  slaughter  houses,  market  houses,  and  butcher 
stalls. have  been  kept  under  strict  observation,  and  generally 
have  been  clean  and  sanitary. 

25.  The  water  supply  is  from  wells  and  springs  and  is 
generally  pure.  (26).  Xo  special  prevalence  of  disease  can 
be  attributed  to  the  water  (27)  or  to  animals  or  impure  milk. 

28.  We  have  only  one  theatre  in  the  county,  located  at 
Water  Valley  ;  it  is  properly  ventilated  and  provided  with 
ample  means  of  egress  in  case  of  fire. 

29.  School-houses  are  properly  ventilated  and  in  good 
sanitary  condition,  (30)  heated  and  lighted.  (31).  Have 
examined  the  county  jail.  It  is  properly  ventilated  and 
heated  and  in  perfect  sanitary  condition. 

32.  Total  number  of  prisoners  confined  in  the  jail  during 
the  year  59;  no  sickness  or  deaths. 

33.  Poor  house  in  good  sanitary  condition.  Total  num- 
ber of  inmates  during  the  year,  5,  with  one  death,  from  old 
age  and  a  complication  of  chronic  diseases. 

34.  Xo  other  public  buildings  in  the  county  need  be  men- 
tioned except  the  old  court-house  at  Coffeeville,  which  has 
been  condemned  as  unsafe  by  the  board  of  supervisors. 

No  record  of  vital  or  mortuary  statistics  have  been  kept, 
and  I  would  suggest  that  proper  legislation  upon  this  im- 
portant subject  be  insisted  upon  at  the  coming  session  of  the 
Legislature. 

Let  every  licensed  practitioner  of  medicine  be  required 
to  report  each  birth  and  death  that  occurs  in  his  practice, 
giving  name,  sex,  cause  of  death,  and  color  and  including 
still-born  and  illegitimate  births  to  the  chancery  clerk  of  the 
county  in  which  he  lives,  for  permanent  record,  proper 
blanks  for  the  purpose  being  furnished  the  clerk  by  the 
board  of  supervisors,  he  to  distribute  to  the  physicians 
and  coroner.  In  case  of  sudden  death  or  when  an  inquest  is 
held  let  the  coroner  be  required  to  furnish  a  similar  report. 
Such  a  law  would  entail  very  little  additional  work  upon 
the  clerk  and  physicians,  and  only  an  additional  small  ex- 
pense upon  the  State,  while  its  benefits  will  be  incalculable. 

The    sanitary    work    in    our    county    has    been   greater 
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during  the  present  year  than  ususual.  During  the  latter 
part  of  March  I  had  published  in  the  three  county  papers, 
the  following  "sanitary  notice." 

SANITARY    NOTICE. 

In  view  of  the  near  approach  of  hot  weather,  following  an 
unusually  mild  winter,  it  is  earnestly  urged  that  each  citizen 
of  this  county,  and  especially  of  the  incorporated  towns  in 
the  county,  see  to  the  sanitary  condition  of  his  premises. 
Let  all  foul  and  unclean  places  be  immediately  rendered 
harmless  by  thorough  cleansing  and  the  liberal  use  of  un- 
slaked lime  and  solutions  of  copperas.  Special  attention  is 
called  to  the  proper  disposal  of  the  refuse  matter  from 
kitchens.  Many  cases  of  fever  have  been  known  to  originate 
from  the  filth  caused  by  throwing  the  kitchen  slop  in  places 
sufficiently  close  to  dwellings  to  poison  the  atmosphere  and 
contaminate  the  drinking  water.  All  butcher  stalls  and 
meat  markets  are  required  by  the  State  law  to  be  kept  in  a 
perfectly  clean  and  healthy  condition,  and  any  violation  of  the 
law  should  be  promptly  reported  to  the  health  authorities. 
Each  citizen  is  requested  to  report  any  private  or  public 
nuisance  that  may  come  under  his  observation. 

By  reference  to  §789,  Sec.  11,  Code  of  1880,  it  will  be  seen 
"  that  all  incorporated  towns  in  this  State  shall  have  power 
to  pass  sanitary  laws,  and  to  create  Boards  of  Health,  and 
suppress  as  nuisances  anything  that  is  dangerous  to  the  pub- 
lic health,"  and  it  is  hereby  earnestly  recommended  that  the 
several  incorporated  towns  in  this  county  enforce  the  above 
suggestions.  The  Boards  of  Mayor  and  Aldermen  of  these 
towns  are  requested  to  appoint  at  once  a  sanitary  inspector, 
whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  see  that  the  above  recommenda- 
tions are  enforced  within  the  corporate  limits,  and  who  shall 
report" all  citizens  who  fail  to  have  their  premises  in  perfect 
sanitary  condition  by  the  15th  of  April.  It  is  of  the  utmost 
importance  that  our  county  take  prompt  action  in  this  mat- 
ter, and  that  the  co-operation  of  all  the  health  authorities 
is  absolutely  essential  to  a  safe  sanitary  condition. 

Very  respectfully,  H.  A.  Gant, 

March  30,  1889.  County  Health  Officer. 

As  a  result  of  this  many  nuisances  were  reported  and 
abated,  among  others  a  very  objectionable  pond  of  stagnant 
water,  situated  in  the  town  of  Tillatoba,  on  the  Mississippi 
and  Tennessee  railroad,  which  had  been  a  cause  of  complaint 
for  more  than  a  year.  The  authorities  of  the  incorporated 
towns  have  given  valuable  aid  to  the  Health  Officer  in  the 
discharge  of  his  duties,  and  in  the  city  of  Water  Valley  the 
marshal  was  required  to  make  a  personal  inspection  of  the 
premises  of  each  citizen,  and  to  enforce  the  requirements  of 
the  health  ordinance. 
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BIENNIAL  REPORT  OF  THE  PRESIDENT 

FOR    1890     AND     1891. 


To  His  Excelleency  John  M.  Stone,  Governor  of  the  State  of  Mis- 
sissippi : 

During  the  past  two  years  the  work  of  our  State  Board 
of  Health  has,  most  fortunately  for  all  interests,  been  lim- 
ited to  routine  duty. 

No  conditions  of  exigency  have  appealed  to  us,  and  no 
epidemic  has  afflicted  us  as  a  people,  except  influenza.  This 
prevailed  during  the  past  two  winters  in  comparatively 
moderate  severity,  and  with  a  minimum  of  mortality.  We 
accepted  it  as  a  very  old  cosmopolite,  with  a  genesis  and 
medium  of  propagation  defiant  of  sanitary  law,  and  no  or- 
ganized effort  was  made  to  subject  it  to  the  dominion  of 
preventive  medicine. 

QUARANTINE. 

We  point  witb  satisfaction  to  the  service  of  our  G-ulf 
Coast  Quarantine  Inspection,  and  that  of  the  auxilliary 
Health  Boards  of  Jackson,  Harrison  and  Hancock  counties. 
This  has  been  without  flaw  or  material  friction,  and  has 
yielded  our  State  an  absolute  exemption  from  the  dreaded 
exotic  scourge,  yellow  fever.  This  alone  would  justify  the 
existence  of  "  State  Medicine,"  and  amply  compensate  for  its 
maintenance.  But  repelling  the  invasion  of  the  epidemics 
is  but  a  small  part  of  the 

AIMS  AND    POTENTIALITIES 

of  the  State  Board  of  Health.  We  fully  recognize  that  the 
science  of  medicine  is  essentially  the  science  of  health; 
that  its  requirements  go  far  beyond  the  art  of  diagnosing 
disease  and  prescribing  remedies ;  that  its  votaries  would 
retain  their  most  important  duties  if  every  drug  in  the 
pharmacopeia  were  to  become  extinct;  that  (to  quote  the 
late  president,  Dr.  J.  M.  Taylor),  "  there  are  many  agencies 
constantly   and  silently  at  work  everywhere,  causing  sick- 
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ness  and  death  at  'all  seasons,  and  in  all  ranks  of  society, 
which  might  and  should  be  prevented;  and  that  the  total  loss 
from  these  causes  is  for  greater  than  that  from  all  epidemics 
combined."  The  law  creating  the  State  Board  of  Health 
attempts  provision  for  this  hy  authorizing  the  appointment 
of  a 

CHIEF    HEALTH    OFFICER 

for  each  county,  as  supplemental  and  auxilliary  to  the  State 
Board.  His  duties  are  broadly,  yet  clearly  defined,  while 
his  compensation  is  vaguely  relegated  to  the  "retrenching" 
qualifications  of  county  supervisors. 

The  projectors  and  organizers  of  the  Health  Department 
designed  that  the  county  health  officer  should  should  be  a 
most  valuable  adjunct  to  their  impersonal  aud  purely  phil- 
anthropic aims — a  sleepless  sentinel  and  ever-present  moni- 
tor ;  and,  far  more  than  this,  an  ever-radiating  center  of  ed- 
ucation in  the  grand  departments  of  sanitation  and  hygiene, 
now  recognized  as  a  sine  qua  non  to  the  weal  of  all  civilized 
communities. 

It  is  mortifying  to  note  that  many  County  Supervisors 
have  failed  to  share  this  praiseworthy  design,  as  is  evidenced 
by  their  fixing  a  compensation  for  this  service  which  could 
only  be  accepted  as  a  gibe  or  a  sneer. 

It  is  needless  to  add  any  testimonial  to  the  beneficence  of 
"The  Law  to  Begulate  the  Practice  of  Medicine  in  the  State." 
As  far  as  can  be  known,  it  has  the  unqualified  support  of 
every  one  except  the  Pretender  and  his  Dupes. 

It  has  not  only  directly  improved  the  tone  and  quality  of 
the  medical  service  proffered  our  citizens,  but,  remotely, 
with  the  aid  of  similar  laws  in  other  States,  it  is  gradually 
forcing  medical  schools  out  of  the  ruts  of  selfish  expediency, 
into  the  adoption  of  standards  of  education  at  which  en- 
lightened humanity  may  not  shudder. 

The  medical  censors  have  adopted  a  uniform  series  of 
questions  for  examinations  in  the  several  districts,  thus  se- 
curing equality  of  test  and  standard  throughout  the   State. 

The  subject  of 

VITAL  AND  MORTUARY  STATISTICS 

should  be  ever  held  before  us  until  some  sure  and  accurate 
system  for  their  collection  is  devised  and  enforced. 

It  may  not  be  inappropriate  here  to  refer  to  the  contem- 
plated change  of  method  of  constructing  the  State  Board  of 
Health.  And  it  is  most  gratifying  to  know  that  so  impor- 
tant a  subject  has  been  receiving  the    earnest   consideiation 
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of  our  wisest  law-makers  and  most  advanced  thinkers, whose 
aim  and  purpose  could  only  be  to  enlarge  and  strengthen 
the  utility  of  our  Health  Department. 

With  this  will  be  submitted  reports  from  the  chief  health 
officers  of  counties — at  least  such  of  them  as  have  survived 
the  mistaken  zeal  of  county  supervisors. 

You  will  also  receive  a  report  giving  full  details  of  the  op- 
erations of  this  Board,  from  its  able  Secretary,  whose  official 
work,  in  scope  and  efficiency,  can  justly  challenge  compari- 
son with  that  of  any  office  in  the  land. 

Eespectfully  submitted, 
J.  M.  GEEENE,  M.  D., 
President  State  Board  of  Health. 
Aberdeen,  Miss.,  December  17th,  1891. 


MIlSrUTES,  1890. 


Jackson,  Miss.,  April  15,  1890. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  State  Board  of  Health  held  this  day 
there  were  present:  Drs.  Kittrell,  Wright,  Sexton,  Dancy, 
Greene,  Lowry,  Howard,  Hunter  and  Johnston. 

In  the  absence  of  Dr.  Taylor,  President,  on  motion  of  Dr. 
"Wright,  Dr.  Dancy  was  elected  President  pro  tern. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Kittrell,  the  Board  proceeded  to  the 
nomination  of  Chief  Health  Officers  of  Counties,  which  re- 
sulted as  follows  : 

Adams Dr.  L.  E.  Profilet Natchez. 

Amite Dr.  C.  H.  Bates Bates'  Mill. 

Attala Dr.  Coleman Kosciusko. 

Benton Dr.  T.  J.  Jackson Michigan  City. 

Bolivar Dr.  J.  B.  Halbert Mound  Landing. 

Carroll Dr.  G  W.  Vassar Carrollton. 

Chickasaw  .  .  .  .Dr.  J.  H.  Murfee Okolona. 

Claiborne Dr.  W.  D.  Eedus Port  Gibson. 

Clarke Dr.  Basil  George ......  Enterprise. 

Clay Dr.  J.  B.  Gresham West  Point. 

Coahoma Dr.  W.  W.  Stuart Clarksdale. 

Copiah Dr.  G.  W.  Purnell Hazlehurst. 

Covington  .  .  .  .Dr.  Alex  Fairley Mount  Olive. 

DeSoto Dr.  T.  M.  Jones Hernando. 

Franklin Dr.  Dodds 

Grenada Dr.  G.  W.  Trimble Grenada. 

Hancock Dr.  J.  A.  Mead Pearlington. 

Harrison Dr.  Turner Bay  St.  Louis. 

Hinds Dr.  G.  K.  Harrington.  .  .Jackson. 

Issaquena Dr.  F.  M.  Halbert Skipwith's  Landing. 

Jackson Dr.  E.  F.  Griffin Moss  Point. 

Jefferson Dr.  A.  K.  McNair Fayette. 

Jones Dr.  S.  O.  Smith Ellisville. 

Kemper Dr.  W.  H.  Lipscomb  .  .  .Scooba. 

Lafayette Dr.  J.  T.  Chandler Oxford 

Lawrence Dr.  J.  A.  Rowan Silver  Creek. 

Leake Dr.  B.  W.  Ward Carthage. 

Lee Dr.  J.  M.  Hoyle Tupelo. 
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Leflore Dr.  T.  M.  Henderson.  .  .Greenwood. 

Lincoln Dr.  Jno.  W.  Johnson..  .  .Brookhaven. 

Lowndes Dr.  B.  A.  Vaughan Columbus. 

Madison Dr.  C.  S.  Priestly Canton. 

Marion Dr.  T.  B.  Ford Columbia. 

Marshall Dr.  S.  C.  Gholson Holly  Springs. 

Montgomery. .  .  Dr.  McLean Winona. 

Newton Dr.  J.  J.  Haralson Conchatta. 

Noxubee Dr.  H.  A.  Minor Macon. 

Oktibbeha  .  .  .  .Dr.  W.  N.  Ames Starkville. 

Pike Dr.  O.  B.  Quinn McComb  City. 

Pontotoc Dr.  M.  B.  Fontaine Pontotoc. 

Prentiss Dr.  D.  T.  Price Booneville. 

Rankin Dr.  W.  H.  White Brandon. 

Scott Dr.  H.  H.  Haralson Forest. 

Simpson Dr.  D.  McCallum Westville. 

Smith Dr.  W.  H.  Hill Sylvarena. 

Tallahatchie  . .  .  Dr.  J.  R.  Crow Charleston. 

Tate Dr.  J.  L.  Roseborough .  .  Senatobia. 

Tippah Dr.  E.  N.  Hunt Ripley. 

Tishomingo  .  .  .Dr.  Carmack..  . Iuka. 

Tunica Dr.  M.  J.  Alexander. .  .  .Austin. 

Union Dr.  F.  W.  Cullens Wallerville. 

Warren Dr.  J.  W.  King Vicksburg. 

Wilkinson Dr.  E.  L.  McGehee Woodville. 

Yalobusha Dr.  H.  A.  Gant Water  Valley. 

Yazoo Dr.  Blundell Yazoo  City. 

The  following  Board  of  Health  was  nominated  for  Jackson 
county :  S.  S.  Henry,  J.  W.  Stewart'  Dr.  W.  A.  Cox,  Chas. 
Boster  and  Geo.  W.  Davis. 

Dr.  E.  F.  Griffin  was  nominated  for  Quarantine  Physician 
at  the  port  of  Pascagoula. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Johnston  it  was  decided  to  commence 
quarantine  at  the  port  of  Pascagoula  on  May  1st. 

The  following  Board  of  Health  was  nominated  for  Han- 
cock county  :  Dr.  A.  P.  Champlin,  D.  B.  Seal,  John  Poite- 
vent,  Dr.  J.  A.  Mead  and  D.  Carver. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Wright  the  nomination  of  a  Board  of 
Health  for  Harrison  county  was  referred  to  the  Executive 
Committee. 

On  motion,  Dr.  A.  P.  Champlin  was  nominated  as  Quaran- 
tine Physician  at  the  Ship  Island  station  for  the  ensuing 
season. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Wright  his  salary  was  fixed  at  $250  per 
month. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Kittrell  the  usual  number  of  employees 
were  allowed  the  Ship  Island  Quarantine  Station. 


8  Minutes  of  the 

The  Secretary  submitted  a  letter  from  Dr.  E.  F.  Griffin, 
Chief  Health  Officer  of  Jackson  county,  reporting  a  case  of 
leprosy  at  Scranton. 

On  motion,  the  Secretary  was  instructed  to  write  to  the 
board  of  supervisors,  as  the  patient  appears  to  be  a  pauper, 
and  if  possible  induce  them  to  isolate  and  provide  for  the 
case. 

The  Board  proceeded  to  elect  a  President  for  the  ensuing 
year,  whereupon  Dr.  J.  M.  Greene  was  unanimously  elected. 

The  following  Executive  Committee  was  elected  for  the 
ensuing  year  :  Drs.  Sexton,  Hunter  and  Johnston.  Dr.  John- 
ston designated  as  chairman. 

On  motion,  the  Board  adjourned. 


Jackson,  Miss.,  April  16,  1890. 

The  Board  met  at  10  a.  m.     Present :  Drs.  Lowry,  Kittrell, 
Toombs,  Dancy,  Wright,  Howard  and  Johnston. 

In  the  absence  of  Dr.  Greene,  President,  Dr.  Dancy  was 
called  to  the  chair. 

The  following  bills  of  members  for  expenses  and  per  diem 
were   allowed;     Dr.   Lowry,   $17.80;  Dr.  Howard,  818.60 
Dr.  Greene,  826.40;  Dr.  Kittrell,  823.90  ;  Dr.  Sexton,  88.20 
Dr.  Wright,  830.80  ;  Dr.  Dancy,  $26.50;  Dr.  Toombs,  $28.00 
Dr.  Hunter,  $3.00. 

On  motion,  the  Board  adjourned. 


RECEIPTS  AND  EXPENDITURES  IN  i8qo. 


postage,  expressage  and  telegrams  (contingent  fund.) 

1890.                                     Dr. 
Nov.        3 — To  amount  from  Auditor $     53  30 

1890.  Cr. 

By  amount  due  Secretary  of  State  Board 

of  Health  on  1889 8     1135 

Jan.      14 — By  postoffice  box  rent  for  quarter  end- 
ing March  31 2  00 

23  -  By  telegram  sent 80 

March    8 — By    expressage    on  money  sent   James 

Smith,  Scranton,  Miss 20 
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April     5 — By  postoffice  box  rent  for  quarter  end 

ing  June  30 

10 — By  postage  stamps   

26 — By  telegram  sent , 

27 — By  telegram   received 

28 — By  telegrams  received 

29 — By  telegrams  sent 

30 — By  telegrams  received , 

May       1 — By  telegram  sent 

3 — By  telegram  sent 

5 — By  telegram  sent 

7 — By  postage  stamps 

13 — By  telegram  sent 

June    12 — By  telegram  received 

28 — By  expressage  on  money  sent  to  Dr.  A. 
Parker    Champlin,    for    Ship    Island 

Quarantine  Station 

July      7 — By  postoffice   box  rent  for  quarter  end- 
ing September  30 

26 — By  expressage  on  money  sent  to  Dr.  A. 
Parker    Champlin    for    Ship    Island 

Quarantine    Station 

Aug.      9 — By  telegram  sent 

10 — By  telegram  sent 

11 — By  telegrams  sent 

12 — By  telegrams  sent  and  received 

18 — By  telegram  sent 

22 — By  expressage  on  money  sent  to  I.  L. 
Lyons  &  Co.,  New  Orleans,  and  to  Dr. 
A.  P.  Champlin,  for  Ship*IslandjQuar- 

antine    Station 

Oct.       3 — By  postoffice  box  rent  for  quarter  end 

ing  December  31 

6 — By  expressage  on  money  sent  to  I.  L 
Lyons  &  Co.,  New  Orleans,  and  Dr. 
A.  P.  Champlin,  for  Ship  Island  Quar 

antine  Station 

14 — By  postage  stamps 

28 — By  telegrams  sent 


2 

00 

4 

00 

85 

35 

1 

60 

2 

25 

1 

00 

65 

75 

40 

4 

00 

55 

95 
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85 
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00 

85 

1 

05 

50 

3 

10 

1 

45 
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05 

1 

00 

2 

00 

1 

00 

4 

00 

1 

00 

$     53  55 


for  quarantine  purposes. 

1890.  Dr. 

Feb.    20— To  amount  from  Auditor $     28  00 

July    26 — To  amount  from  Auditor 20  00 

$     48  00 


10  Minutes  op  the 

1890.  Cr. 

Feb.  20* — By  bill  of  James  Smith,  storage  of  quar- 
antine property  at  Scranton,  from 
Nov.  1,  1888,  to  December  31,  1889.  .$     28  00 

July  26 — By  bill  of  M.  A.  Cragin,  for  storage  of 
quarantine  property  at  State  Line, 
from  November  18, 1888,  to  July,  1889.       20  00 


$     48  00 

*The  Auditor  has  this  date  February  19. 


for  prevention  of  small-pox. 

1890.  Dr. 

Aug.     22— To  amount  from  Auditor $     10  07 

Oct.        6 — To  amount  from  Auditor 10   15 


Total $     20  22 

1890,  Cr. 

Aug.     22— By    bill,    I.  L.    Lyons  &  Co.,  for    100 

points  vaccine  virus $     10  07 

Oct.        6— By    bill,    I.    L.  Lyons  &  Co.,  for    100 

points  virus,  postage  and  insurance  .  .        10  15 

Total $     20  22 

for  ship  island  quarantine  station. 

1890.  Dr. 

To  amount  received  from  Dr.  A.  P. 
Champlain,  Quarantine  Physician, 
fees  collected  at  the  Ship  Island 
Quarantine  Station $ 

*May    31 — To  amount  from  Auditor 

fjune  28 — To  amount  from  Auditor 

July     26 — To  amount  from  Auditor 

26 — To  amount  from  Auditor 

Aug.     22 — To  amount  from  Auditor 

jOct.      6 — To  amount  from  Auditor 

|Oct.      6 — To  amount  from  Auditor 


*  The  Auditor  has  this  date  May  30th. 
tThe  Auditor  has  this  date  June  27th. 
I  The  Auditor  has  these  dates  October  4th. 
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Nov.      3 — To  amount  from  Auditor 426  00 

Dec.     31 — To  amount  from  Auditor 447  25 


Total $    2,874  55 

1890.  Cr. 

Jan.       7 — By  amount  paid   into  State  Treasury, 

fees  collected  at  the  station $         33  85 

May     31 — By  bill  of  Alex.  Horn,  for  one  cypress 

skiff 15  00 

31 — By  bill  of  I.  L.  Lyons  &  Co.,  for  dis- 
infectants, alcohol  and  sponge 103  08 

June    28— By  bill  of  C.  F.  Theobald,   for  yellow 

prints  for  quarantine  flags 1  65 

28 — By  bill  of  steamer  Evangeline,  for 
transportation  of  mail  and  supplies 
for  month  of  May 60  00 

28— By  bill  of  William  Thompson,  for  1 
month's  services  as  boatman,  to 
June  4 30  00 

28— By  bill  of  F.  W.  Eaton,  for  1  month's 

services  as  fumigator,  to  June  4. . . .  30  00 

28— By  bill  of  A.  Parker  Champlin,  for 
1  month's  services  as  Quarantine 
Physician,  for  boarding  three    men 

and  for  expenses,  to  June  4 329  05 

July  26 — By  bill  of  Christopher  Jonca  for  1 
month's  services  as  boatman,  to 
June  4 30  00 

26— By  bill  of  E.  J.  Grady,  for  freight  paid 

and  drayage  on  brimstone 2  90 

26— By  bill  of  Dr.  A.  Parker  Champlin, 
for  services  as  Quarantine  Physician 
for  month  ending  with  July  4,  and 
for  boarding  three  men 295  00 

26 — By  bill  of  William  Thompson,  for  ser- 
vices as  boatman  for  month  ending 
with  July  4 30  00 

26 — By  bill  of  F.  W.  Eaton,  for  services  as 

fumigator  for  month  of  June 30  00 

26 — By  bill  of  steamer  Evangeline  for 
transportation  of  mail  and  supplies 
for  month  ending  July  4 60  00 

26 — By  bill  of  Christopher  Jonca,  for  ser- 
vices as  boatman  for  month  ending 
with  July  4 30  00 

26— By  bill  of  I.  L.  Lyons  &  Co.,  for  brim- 
stone   36  75 


12  Minutes  op  the 

July  26 By  bill  of  A.  Gerdes  &  Bro.,  for  mak- 
ing boat  sail 12  50 

Aug.  22 By  bill  of  Christopher  Jonca,  for  ser- 
vices  as    boatman  for    one    month 

ending  August  5 30  00 

22 By  bill  of  F.  W.  Eaton,  for  services  as 

fumigator   for    one    month,    ending 

August  5 30  00 

22 By  bill  of  William  Thompson,  for  ser- 
vices   as   boatman    for  one    month, 

ending  August  5 30  00 

22 — By  bill  of  Dr.  A.  Parker  Champlin,  for 
services  as  Quarantine  Physician 
for  one  month,  ending  August  5,  for 
boarding  3  men  and  for  expenses. .  299  57 

22 — By  bill  of  Peter  Eskald,  for  transpor- 
tation   of  supplies  and    mail    from 

July  5  to  August  5 

Oct.  6— By  bill  of  I.  L.  Lyons  &  Co.,  for 
brimstone 

6 By  bill   of  Br.  A.  Parker  Champlin, 

for  services  as  Quarantine  Physician 
for  month  ending  September  4,  and 
for  board  of  3  men 

6 — By  bill  of  Wm.  Thompson,  for  ser- 
vices as  boatman,  for  month  ending 
September  4 

6 — By  bill  of  Fred  W.  Eaton,  for  services 
as  fumigator  for  month  ending  Sep- 
tember 4 

6 — By  bill  of  Peter  Eskald,  for  carrying 
mail  and  supplies  for  month  ending 
September  4 

6 — By  bill  of  Christopher  Jonca,  for  ser- 
vices as  boatman  for  month   ending 

September  4 

Nov.  4 — By  bill  of  Peter  Eskald,  for  carrying 
mail  and  supplies  for  month  ending 
October  4 

4 — By  bill  of  Fred.  W.  Eaton,  for  services 
as  fumigator  for  month  ending  Oc- 
tober 4 

4 — By  bill  of  Wm.  Thompson  for  services 
as  boatman  for  month  ending  Octo- 
ber 4 

4 — By  bill  of  Christopher  Jonca,  for  ser- 
vices as  boatman  for  month  ending 
October  4 . . 
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Nov.  4 — By  bill  of  Dr.  A.  Parker  Champlin, 
for  services  as  Quarantine  Physician 
for  month  ending  October  4,  for 
boarding  8  men  and  for  flag  for  sta- 
tion    296  00 

Dec.  31— By  bill  of  Dr.  A.  Parker  Champlin, 
for  services  as  Quarantine  Physician 
for  month  ending  November  4,  for 
board  of  3  men  and  for  expenses.  .  317  25 

31 — By  bill  of  Wm.  Thompson,  for  services 
as  boatman  for  month  ending  No- 
vember 4 30  00 

31— By  bill  of  P.  H.  Champlin,  for  ser- 
vices as  fumigator  for  month  ending 
November  4 30  00 

31 — By  bill  of  Christopher  Jonca,  for  ser- 
vices as  boatman  for  month  ending 
November  4 30  00 

31 — By  bill  of  Peter  Eskald,  for  carrying 
mail  and  supplies  from  October  4  to 
November  5 40  00 


$2,874  55 


AMOUNT    FURNISHED    JACKSON    COUNTY    BOARD    OF    HEALTH 

(Under  the  provisions  of  an  Act  supplementary  to  an  Act  to 
amend  the  statutes  in  regard  to  Boards  of  Health,  ap- 
proved February  28,  1880.) 

1890. 

May  31* $       500  00 

Aug.  7 1,000  00 

Total $    1,500  00 


EXPENSES    OF    MEMBERS    AND  THEIR    PER    DIEM  IN  AT- 
TENDING MEETING. 

MEETING    ON    APRIL    15    AT    JACKSON. 

M.  J.  Dowry $       17  80 

E.  E.  Howard 18  60 


*The  Auditor  has  this  date  May  30. 


14  State  Board  of  Health. 

J.  M.  Greene 26  40 

B.  F.  Kittrell 23  90 

L.  Sexton 8  20 

John  Wright 30  80 

F.  W.  Dancy 26  50 

B.  S.  Toombs 28  00 

John  F.  Hunter     ....    3  00 

Total $  183  20 

Secretary's  Salary $  800  00 


REP  GET    OF 


Chief  Health  Officers  of  Counties. 


1  8  9  O 


ADAMS   COUNTY. 

REPORT  OF  DR.  L.  E.  PROFILET,  CHIEF  HEALTH  OFFICER. 

In  compliance  with  one  of  my  duties  as  Chief  Health 
Officer  of  Adams  county,  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the 
following  report  of  matters  pertaining  to  its  sanitary  con- 
dition for  the  year  ending  September  30th.  The  past  winter 
was  an  unusually  mild  one,  the  ice  being  observed  only 
twice,  once  in  December  and  once  in  January,  the  thermom- 
eter only  once  indicating  as  low  as  30°  F.  I  don't  say  it 
was  the  mildest  winter  ever  known  here,  but  it  was  the 
mildest  within  my  recollection.  There  was  nothing  partic- 
ularly noticeable  in  a  sanitary  point  of  view,  except  the 
invasion  of  the  "  G-rippe"  or  influenza,  a  few  cases  of  which 
developed  in  January,  but  did  not  become  general  until 
February,  when  the  disease  became  general  and  more  de- 
fined in  character,  removing  the  doubts  of  the  most  skep- 
tical as  to  its  being  only  an  ordinary  influenza  such  as  often 
prevails  in  this  climate  at  that  season  of  the  year.  It  reached 
its  greatest  intensity  during  February  and  March;  some 
cases  were  quite  severe,  accompanied  by  excruciating  pains 
and  a  troublesome  cough,  together  with  pneumonia.  The 
incipient  coryza  was  a  prominent  symptom  in  a  large  pro- 
portion of  those  affected,  while  in  many  it  was  entirely 
wanting,  while  the  other  features  of  the  case  left  no  room 
for  doubt  as  to  the  character  of  the  disease.  Other  cases, 
by  the  symptoms  and  course,  reminded  one  forcibly  of 
Dengue,  and  I  myself  beard  not  a  few  of  the  laity  express 
the  firm  belief  that  it's  "  nothing  else  but  dangue."  There 
were  otber  notable  features  about  the  disease;  one  espec- 
ially was  its  course.  There  are  two  Catholic  Orphan  Asy- 
lums in  Natchez,  one  for  girls  and  one  for  boys.  As  I  am  the 
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physician  for  both,  I  have  every  opportunity  for  being  fully 
cognizant  of  all  the  facts.  In  St.  Mary's  asylum,  under  the 
charge  of  the  Sisters  of  Charity,  about  sixty  of  the  girls 
had  La  Grippe  out  of  seventy,  and  three  of  the  sisters  had 
the  disease  ;  while  at  the  boys'  asylum,  not  one  boy  was 
affected,  and  only  one  of  the  brothers.  Apparently  they 
were  all  exposed  to  the  same  influences.  There  was  but 
one  death  reported,  and  that  induced  by  the  complication 
which  developed  pneumonia,  but  I  have  known  of  sequela? 
in  several  persons  which  could  reasonably  be  traced  to  an 
attack  of  "  La  Grippe." 

There  have  been  also,  during  the  year,  cases  of  diphtheria, 
whooping  cough,  tpyhoid  fever,  and  a  mild  epidemic  of 
measels.  Typhoid  has  prevailed,  more  or  less,  during  the 
whole  year.  The  type  generally  has  been  mild,  though  a 
good  many  deaths  have  been  reported.  From  the  best  infor- 
mation I  can  obtain,  the  disease  has  been  general  through- 
out the  country;  it  has  prevailed  in  every  city  from  which  I 
have   heard. 

At  present  there  is  little  sickness  in  the  county,  though 
occasional  cases  of  typhoid  are  reported. 

I  am  pleased  to  report  that  our  Honorable  Board  of 
Supervisors  has  concluded  to  erect  a  new  jail,  a  want  long 
needed,  and  urged  by  myself  for  a  long  time.  The  contract 
has  been  concluded,  and  for  a  jail  that  will  cost  twenty-five 
thousand  dollars,  and  is  positively  to  be  commenced  in 
March  and  finished  in  three  months.  A  great  many  needed 
improvements  are  contemplated,  and  among  others  are  sani- 
tary improvements  and  a  special  apartment  for  the  hotter 
care  of  the  poor,  unfortunate  lunatics,  at  times  unavoidably 
confined  in  the  county  jail.  The  present  jail  has  always 
been  kept  in  as  cleanly  a  condition  as  circumstances  allowed 
and  no  inhumanity  has  been  practiced  upon  the  prisoners. 
In  evidence  of  my  statement  I  note  the  fact  that  while  theo- 
retically from  sanitary  principles,  the  jail  should  be  an 
unhealthy  place,  in  reality  there  there  has  been  compara- 
tively little  sickness;  there  have  been  two  deaths,  however, 
recently,  both  from  typhoid  fever;  still  it  did  not  originate 
in  the  jail,  as  the  first  case  was  a  man  sent  here  from 
another  county  for  safe-keeping  by  the  judge,  as  threats  of 
lynch  had  been  made.  He  evidently  had  the  disease  when 
he  came,  as  he  died  of  the  disease  not  long  after.  When  he 
first  came,  the  jailor,  not  suspecting  the  nature  of  his 
trouble,  placed  another  in  his  cell  to  sleep  with  him.  Her 
too,  soon  after  died  of  typhoid  fever.  They  were  the  only 
deaths  during  the  year,  and  the  only  cases  of  typhoid  I 
have  ever  known  in  the  jail.  I  had  the  place  disinfected 
as  completely  as  possible,  and    no    other    cases    have    since 
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developed.     The  last  case  died  on  the    2nd    day    of  August, 
1890. 


AMITE   COUNTY. 

REPORT  OF  DR.  C.  H.  BATES,  CHIEF  HEALTH  OFFICER. 

I  hereby  tender  you  my  annual  report  for  Amite  County, 
ending  September  30th,  1890. 

The  late  census  returns  give  the  count}'  a  population  of 
18,184. 

The  amount  of  sickness  from  all  causes  during  the  year 
was  about  the  same  as  the  average  during  previous  years, 
though  the  mortality  greatly  exceeded  that  of  several  years 
past  and  even  reached  a  high  record,  which  was  due  entirely 
to  the  diseases  of  children  during  the  heated  term  of  summer 
and  early  fall. 

The  first  sickness  for  the  year  requiring  special  mention 
was  Crip,  which  appeared  the  latter  part  of  December  and 
continued  on 'till  spring.  It  was  not  a  respecter  of  persons, 
habits  or  vocations,  but  continued  to  attack  until  it  might 
be  truly  said  from  first  to  last  almost  the  entire  population 
sickened. 

Though  with  few  exceptions  our  people  were  stricken 
with  Crip,  we  bad  but  few  deaths  and  most  of  those  few  were 
complicated  with  pneumonia  or  from  aged  people  otherwise 
maimed  and  diseased. 

Owing  to  the  extremely  mild  and  dry  winter,  we  had  but 
few  cases  of  pneumonia,  and  most  of  those  occurring  with  la 
grip  or  whooping  cough. 

Of  the  diseases  of  unusual  prevalance  during  the  year  was 
that  of  neuralgia  and  diseases  of  the  stomach  and  bowels, 
cholera  morbus,  cholera  infantum,  diarrhoea,  dysentery  and 
mucus  fever.  Neuralgia  was  extremely  prevalent  during 
the  year  and  stubbornly  resisted  treatment.  Whether  its 
frequency  was  produced  from  the  almost  total  absence  of 
cold  during  the  winter  season  (the  cold  acting  as  a  tonic  to 
the  nervous  syste'm),  or  to  the  depression  or  debility  of  the 
system  from  grip,  or  from  a  combination  of  the  two,  is  a 
question  that  I  am  not  fully  satisfied  with,  but  I  am  fully 
pursuaded  that  the  grip  had  played  an  important  factor  in 
the  prevalence  of  diarrhoea  and  dysentery  in  the  adult,  as 
those  who  were  attacked  most  severely  with  the  two  latter 
diseases  were  those  who  had  suffered  the  longest  and  most 
severely  from  grip,  and  the  debility  contributed  to  the  devel- 
opment of  the  latter  diseases.  Cholera  infantum,  diarrhoea 
and  dysentery  of  children  were  of  frequent  occurrence  with 
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severe  types  of  the  diseases,  and  the  attendant  fatality  reached 
the  highest  record  for  years  past,  some  of  the  cases  dying  of 
congestion  within  aiew  days  of  their  sickness,  but  the  larger 
portion  lingered  on  for  days  and  even  weeks,  and  finally 
died  of  exhaustion  and  wear-out. 

The  sanitary  condition  of  our  public  schools  has  been 
much  improved  in  the  last  few  years  and  it  continues  to  im- 
prove every  year.  The  attendance  of  the  public  schools  in 
several  instances  caused  the  spread  of  measles. 

The  board  of  supervisors  had  the  county  poor  house 
thoroughly  repaired  during  the  summer  for  the  purpose 
of  having  the  poor  removed  to  it,  but  afterwards  decided 
to  let  them  out  as  before  reported,  therefore  I  cannot  give 
the  amount  of  their  sickness  or  deaths. 

The  sanitary  condition  of  the  county  jail  and  other 
public  houses  is  very  good.  N"o  sickness  of  consequence 
among  the  prisoners  in  the  county  jail,  nor  were  there 
.any  deaths. 


ALCORN   COUNTY. 

REPORT  of  dr.  w.  b.  sanford,  chief  health  officer. 

Corinth,  Miss. 

As  Chief  Health  Officer  of  Alcorn  county,  I  desire  to  sub- 
mit the  following  as  my  annual  report : 

Upon  receiving  my  commission,  I  proceeded  at  once  to  in- 
form myself  as  thoroughly  as  possible  in  regard  to  the  sani- 
tary condition  of  the  county,  and  I  regret  to  say  that  my  in- 
vestigations positively  convinced  me  that  the  county  was  not 
only  in  a  very  unsanitary  condition,  but  that  the  people  gen- 
erally seem  perfectly  indifferent  as  to  the  necessity  of  estab- 
lishing anything  like  a  system  of  sanitary  rules  in  the  county. 
This,  I  am  satisfied,  is  the  result  of  a  want  of  education  con- 
cerning the  importance  of  the  subject. 

Alcorn  county  contains  about  90,240  acres  of  land.  It  is 
traversed  throughout  with  rivulets  and  streams.  In  the 
bottoms  are  to  be  found  a  great  many  lakes  and  ponds,  the 
most  of  which  become  stagnant  during  the  spring  and  sum- 
mer months,  consequently  they  exhale  considerable  malaria. 

We  have  in  this  county  three  towns,  viz:  Corinth,  Rienzi 
and  Kossuth.  Corinth  has  about  3,500  inhabitants,  Rienzi 
200,  Kossuth  100.  Bach  of  these  towns  have  their  local  or- 
ganizations (Board  of  Mayor  and  Aldermen.)  We  have,  in 
this  county,  a  total  of  14,272  inhabitants.     Some  portions  of 
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the  county  are  thickly  settled,  especially  those  around  and 
in  the  bottom  lands.  The  topograph}'- ^f  the  county,  as  com- 
pared with  other  counties  in  the  State,  enables  us  to  right- 
fully claim  it  as  one  of,  if  not  the  healthiest,  counties  in  the 
State,  and  I  give  it  as  my  opinion,  that  if  we  had  anj^thing 
like  reliable  mortuary  statistics,  to  enable  us  to  make  correct 
comparisons,  we  would  find  Alcorn  to  be  the  healthiestin  the 
State,  placing  all  in  the  same  sanitary  condition.  During 
thepast  year  we  have  not  had  an  epidemic  of  any  kind.  The 
diseases  with  which  we  have  had  to  contend  have  been  such 
as  are  commonly  met  each  year,  viz :  Typhoid  and  malarial 
fevers,  a  few  cases  of  malarial  hematuria,  the  irritative  fever, 
pneumonia,  bronchitis,  laryngitis  and  perhaps  a  few  more 
cases  of  diphtheria  than  we  have  had  for  several  years. 
There  has  been  one  case  of  small-pox  in  the  county,  which 
was  brought  here  from  Middle  Tennessee.  This  case  was 
isolated  and  watched  with  care,  hence  the  disease  was  not 
communicated  to  any  other  person. 

We  also  have  to  report  an  increased  number  of  cases  of 
rheumatism  during  the  past  year.  We  think  this  due  to  the 
great  amount  of  rain  and  damp  weather — we  having  had 
more  rain  during  the  present  year  than  we  have  had  for  any 
ten  or  fifteen  years  previous. 

I  am  thoroughly  convinced  that  the  health  of  this  county 
could  be  greatly  improved,  if  the  law  in  regard  to  sanitation 
was  amended,  so  as  to  command  the  respect  of  the  people. 
As  the  law  now  stands  the  Health  Officer  can  do  nothing 
more  than  advise.  No  money  or  means  of  any  kind  being 
furnished  to  enable  him  to  enforce  even  the  most  needed  and 
important  measures;  hence  his  advice  is  simply  thrown 
away.  When  we  depend  upon  the  "good  people"  to  volun- 
teer their  services  or  money  to  do  something  for  the  public 
good,  we  generally  find  ourselves  disappointed.  It  is  true 
that  the  majority  may  sanction  one's  idea  of  cleaning  up  a 
filthy  place  or  ditching  off  a  stagnant  pool  and  the  like,  but 
about  all  they  will  do  is  to  say  "It  ought  to  be  done  and  they 
ought  to  do  it."  But  few  men  would  question  the  expediency 
of  having  our  public  officials  to  give  us  the  needed  protection 
vouchsafed  to  us  in  the  constitution  of  our  State  and  Govern- 
ment. But  how  many  would  pay  their  taxes  to  defray  the 
expenses  of  the  Government  if  there  was  not  a  law  to  force 
them  to  pay?  So  it  is  with  enforcing  sanitary  regulations  ; 
hence,  I  recommend  that  some  step  be  taken,  at  once,  to  in- 
duce the  Legislature,  at  its  next  session,  to  so  change  and 
amend  the  laws  as  to  enable  the  Health  Officer  to  enforce 
such  measures  as  he  may  deem  proper  and  necessary  for  the 
protection  of  the  public  health.  To  depend  upon  municipal 
boards  will  not  suffice,  as  they  are  generally   composed  of 
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men  who  know  but  little,  and  care  less,  about  sanitary  matters. 
With  the  majority  of^such  officials,  their  aspirations  are  to 
so  conduct  themselves  as  to  secure  a  re-election,  and  it  is  not 
a  very  popular  thing  to  do  to  make  a  voter  or  a  number  of 
voters  spend  &25,  §50  or  $100  to  put  his  premises  in  a  sani- 
tary condition.  I  suggest  this  for  the  benefit  of  the  public, 
and  more  especially  for  the  benefit  of  the  State  Board  of 
Health,  as  the  people  lose  respect  for  the  board  if  they  are 
not  enabled  by  the  law  to  enforce  that  which  they  recom- 
mend to  their  subordinates. 

I  have  visited  the  county  poor-house  and  find  that  during 
the  year  there  have  been  admitted  twenty-nine  paupers.  I 
found  a  competent  superintendent  and  medical  attendant. 
The  keeper  receives  $4.50  per  month  for  feeding,  nursing, 
washing  for  and  furnishing  fuel,  lights,  etc.,  for  a  pauper. 
That  amount  is  insufficient  to  supply  the  ordinary  necessities 
for  any  person.  The  law  requires  the  board  of  supervisors 
to  let  the  keeping  of  the  poor  house  to  the  lowest  bidder, 
also  the  medical  practice  to  the  lowest  bidder.  Such  a  law 
is  calculated  to  force  the  unfortunate  pauper  into  the  hands 
of  incompetent  persons,   and  the  same  should  be  changed. 

I  have  visited  the  county  jail;  find  that  there  have  been 
received  by  the  jailor  fifty  prisoners.  The  jail  is  so  con- 
structed as  to  render  it  impossible  to  keep  it  clean  or  warm, 
and  during  the  summer  season  it  is  impossible  to  ventilate  so 
as  to  give  any  comfort  to  the  inmates.  It  is  not  substantial, 
which  is  evidenced  by  the  number  of  escapes  that  have 
occurred  from  it  during  the  past  few  years.  The  jailor  and 
sheriff  do  all  they  can  to  give  comfort  to  the  prisoners. 

I  have  visited  most  of  the  public  school  houses  in  this 
county,  and  cannot  say  that  I  have  found  a  single  one  con- 
structed with  a  view  to  comfort  for  the  pupils  or  to  the  pro- 
tection of  eyesight  or  sound  health,  they  being  very  poorly 
lighted,  as  a  general  rule.  The  greater  portion  of  the  school 
houses  in  this  county  are  built  of  small  logs  or  poles — in 
winter  very  cold,  in  summer  very  warm.  In  my  opinion, 
the  free-sr>hool  system  should  be  abolished,  or  the  law  should 
force  the  people  in  each  school  district  to  erect  good  and 
substantial  school  buildings,  properly  lighted,  ventilated  and 
heated. 

We  have  had  no  epidemic  among  the  stock  or  lower  ani- 
mals in  this  county  during  the  year. 


CHICKASAW  COUNTY. 

REPORT    OF    DR.    J.  A.  MURFEE,  CHIEF    HEALTH    OFFICER. 

I  enclose  herewith  my  annual  report  as  Chief  Healtli  Offi- 
cer of  Chickasaw  county. 
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The  population,  I  do  not  think,  is  increasing  rapidly — only 
the  natural  increase.  There  is  some  reduction  of  the  negro 
population  by  emigration.  At  present  our  population 
amounts  to  some  twenty-two  thousand,  about  one-half  of 
which  are  whites.  The  mortality  has  been  rather  less,  ac- 
cording to  some  reports,  only  about  eleven  per  thousand. 
There  has  been,  I  should  say,  less  sickness  than  last  year  by 
10  per  cent.  The  prevailing  sickness  has  been  bowel  disor- 
ders and  continued  fever.  Less  inflammations  than  usual. 
We  have  a  few  cases  of  typhoid  fever  and  no  eruptive  or  con- 
tagious diseases,  except  a  case  or  two  of  diphtheria.  No  epi- 
demic among  the  schools. 

The  summer  and  fall  have  been  unusually  wet, and  pleasant 
temperature.  Slaughtering  is  done  at  remote  distance  from 
the    population    and    brought    to    the    market    as   needed. 

Our  town  has  a  well-ventilated  and  commodious  school 
building,  which  is  warmed  and  ventilated  by  the  Button 
Heating,  Ventilating  and  Dry  Closet  System.  It  is  reported 
to  be  quite  satisfactory.  The  jail  is  in  usual  condition — not 
very  inviting,  yet  not  in  insanitary  state. 

It  is  impossible  to  secure  accurate  statistics, as  there  are  no 
registrations  kept  that  are  accessible. 


HANCOCK  COUNTY. 

REPORT    OF    DR.    J.    A.    MEAD,    CHIEF    HEALTH    OFFICER. 

In  submitting  my  report  as  Health  Officer  of  Hancock 
county  for  the  year  ending  September  30,  1890,  I  am  com- 
pelled to  omit  report  of  vital  statistics,  owing  to  a  lack  of 
interest  and  co-operation  on  the  part  of  the  majority  of  the 
physicians,  or  perhaps  professional  engagements  prevented 
compliance  witn  my  request  for  assistance. 

The  remaining  three  months  of  1889  were  very  healthy 
and  free  from  any  contagious  or  epidemic  diseases.  Early 
in  1890  epidemic  influenza  or  la  grippe  appeared  in  the 
southern  portion  of  this  county,  hardly  sufficient  cases  to 
be  considered  epidemic;  fatality  slight.  Late  in  the  spring 
or  early  summer  months  typho-malarial  or  continued  fever 
appeared  at  Bay  St.  Louis  and  Pearlington.  The  disease 
became  epidemic  in  some  localities,  and  excited  considerable 
public  alarm.  During  the  fall  months  the  disease  was  com- 
mon to  all  parts  of  the  county ;  fatality  slight.  Excluding 
typho-malarial  we  have  been  free  from  all  epidemic  or  con- 
tagious diseases,  and  have  had  less  malarial  diseases  than 
usual  during  the  last  nine  months. 

The  jail  and  county  poor  house  have  been  kept  in  a  fair 
sanitary   condition.     Two   deaths  in  the  poor   house — one 
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colored  female,  age  35.  phthisis;  colored  female,  age  over 
100  years,  cause  unknown. 

No  diseases  of  a  contagious  nature  among  horses  or  cat- 
tle reported. 

Enclosed  is  a  report  of  vital  statistics  of  Pearlington  and 
vicinity,  accurate  as  regard  to  the  death  rate,  and  including 
an  accurate  report  of  all  births  which  have  occurred  in 
Pearlington. 

REPORT    OF    DEATHS    AT    PEARLINGTON  AND  VICINITY ESTIMATED 

POPULATION,    2,500. 


Cause  of  Death. 


WHITE.        COLORED. 


"5 


Phthisis- 

Pneumonia 

Bronchitis,  acute 

Heart  disease 

Trismus  narcentium 

Mania 

Convulsions,  infantile 

Tetanus .    ... 

Tabes  mesenterica 

Hemorrhage  from  stomach .  . . . ' 

Intestinal  obstruction 

Cholera  infantum 

Cholera  morbus 

Typhoid  fever  (enteric  hemorrhage). 
Labor  difficult 


Total 


S3 


S3 

5 


6 


RECAPITULATION. 

Males,  white 5 

Females,  white 5 


10 

Males,  colored 7 

Females,  colored 6 

Total  deaths 13 

Deaths  under  5  yerrs  of  age — males,  white 3 

— males,  colored 4 

— females,  colored 2 


Total . 


Eeports  of  Chief  Health  Officers.  23 

Deaths,  age  over  50  years — females,    white 3 

Death  rate  per  thousand  of  population,  9.2. 

REPORT    OF    BIRTHS    AT    PEARLINGTON. 

Males,  white 13 

Females,  white • 15 

Total  number  white  children  born 28         28 

Males,  colored 9 

Females,  colored 12 

Total  number  colored  children  born 21         21 

Total  births 49 

Males 22 

Females 27 

MONTHLY    METEOROLOGICAL    OBSERVATIONS    AT    PEARLINGTON  FOR 
THE  TWELVE    MONTHS    ENDING    SEPT.    30,    1890. 


October 

November. . . 

December.  . . 


January. 

February 

March 

April 

M  ay 

June 

July 

August 

September  . . 

Sums .  . . 

Means. . 


Temperature. 


70.2 
56.5 

62. 


64. 
63-1 
60.3 
70. 
74.8 
1 . 1 

81.6 
80.5 

76.9 


84.1 


70.0 


86 

74 

75 


76 
80 
80 
81 

85 
90 

93 
90 


999 
83.25 


48 
36 

36 


35 
40 

3° 

55 
60 

74 

73 

72 

57 


615 


51-33 


o 
4.20 


1 .90 


io.74 
6.37 

3  07 


46. 12 


3-84i 


Weather. 


16 


04 


133  79    "4  39 


Prevailing 
Winds. 


South- Westerly. 

North,  North- 
east. 

South,  South- 
east. 


Easterly. 
Westerly. 
Westerly. 
Easterly. 
Westerly. 
Southerly     and 

Westerly. 
Westerly. 
Southerly     and 

Easterly. 
Westerly. 
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LEE  COUNTY. 

REPORT    OF    DR.    J.    M.    HOYLE,    CHIEF    HEALTH    OFFICER. 

Sir — Below  you  will  find  my  annual  report  as  Health 
Officer  for  Lee  county  for  the  year  endiner  October  31st, 
1890. 

The  year  1890  has  been  one  of  the  healthiest  years  we  have 
had  in  a  long  time.  No  epidemic,  contagious  or  infectious 
disease  has  prevailed  in  our  county  at  any  time  during  the 
year. 

Malarial  fever  of  an  intermittent  and  remittent  type  have 
even  been  scarce  and  easily  controlled  by  proper  treatment. 
I  have  seen  none  and  heard  of  but  few  cases  of  a  continued 
or  typhoid  or  typho-malarial  character,  and  in  my  opinion 
they  perhaps  were  mistreated  cases  of  remittent  fever,  as  a 
doctor  remarked  in  my  presence  once,  uslow  treatment  often 
makes  slow  fever  " 

We  have  had  a  few  sporadic  cases  of  dysentery  in  the 
spring,  and  at  one  time  I  feared  an  epidemic,  but  we  disin- 
fected, cleaned  up,  etc.,  and  it  declined  very  soon. 

In  August  I  had  in  Tupelo  five  cases  of  simple  or  mild 
diphtheria,  a  decided  membranous  deposit.  The  fever  lasted 
three  or  four  days,  temperature  reaching  103  and  104,  with 
no  intermission  for  three  or  four  days.  Considerable  swell- 
ing of  tonsil  and  corneal  glands  in  each  case,  and  in  two  cases 
the  membrane  formed  so  in  the  nose  as  to  obstruct  very 
much  the  respiration,  but  all  these  cases  yielded  very  readily, 
that  is  in  five  or  six  daj^s,  to  treatment,  leaving  no  bad 
results.  I  used  great  caution  and  isolated  the  cases  which 
in  my  opinion  prevented  its  spread.  My  treatment  was  ordi- 
nary anti- febrifuges  with  quinine,  a  mild  purgative  in  the 
beginniug,  and  rubbing  off  the  membrane  in  each  case  as 
often  as  it  reformed  with  acid  sublimate  solution.  I  was 
much  pleased  in  this  treatment ;  in  every  case  where  the 
membrane  was  kept  off  for  twelve  hours  fever  began  to 
decline.  No  other  cases  appeared  in  the  county  that  I 
hoard  of. 

This  comprises  about  all  that  I  can  repoit.  No  statistics 
are  kept  in  this  county,  hence  we  could  not  give  any  infor- 
mation as  to  marriages,  births  or  deaths. 

Having  nothing  of  special  interest  to  report  for  Lee  county, 
I  have  thus  in  a  brief  manner  made  an  informal  report, 
which  is  respectfully  submitted. 


ISSAQUENA  COUNTY. 

REPORT    OF    DR.    F.    M.    HALBERT,    CHIEF    HEALTH    OFFCER. 

I  submit  the  following  report  of  the  sanitary  condition  of 
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Issaquena  county  during  the  present  rear.  The  number  of 
inhabitants  of  the  county  has  not  increased  since  my  last  re- 
port. The  number  of  deaths  has  been  about  3.90  per 
thousand.  The  amount  of  sickness  from  all  causes  has  been 
about  same'  as  previous  year.  The  diseases,  and  causes  of 
death,  were  about  same  as  previous  years.  No  particular 
disease  predominating.  There  was  nothing  occurring  in 
the  way  of  an  outbreak  of  a  contagious  nature,  except  a  few 
cases  of  scarlet  fever,  which  was  confined  to  one  neighbor- 
hood, and  that  was  of  a  mild  type,  no  death  occurring.  There 
has  been  a  few  more  cases  of  typhoid  fever  during  the 
autumn  than  previous  years.  There  has  been  no  accidents 
of  a  serious  nature.  There  has  been  about  fifteen  prisoners 
in  the  county  jail  during  the  year,  and  no  sickness  among 
them.  All  public  buildings,  butcher  shops  and  market  houses, 
are  kept  in  a  good  sanitary  condition. 

In  closing  my  report  have  no  suggestions  to  make  in  re- 
gard to  the  prevention  of  disease  in  the  county. 


LOWNDES   COUNTY. 

REPORT  OF  B.  A.  VAUGHAN,  M.  D.,  CHIEF  HEALTH  OFFCER,  1889-'90. 

On  the  1st  of  October,  1889,  in  reporting  for  Lowndes 
county,  I  stated  there  prevailed  a  disease  mostly  catarrhal 
in  character,  which  I  thought  must  be  similar  to  a  so-called 
strange  disorder  called  by  Dr.  Seiler,  of  Philadelphia,  It! 
It!  staid  with  us;  developed  and  grew  wide-spread  over  the 
county,  until  nearly  the  whole  people  were  familiar  with 
"La  Grippe."  It  was  a  sore,  and  painful  grip^ leaving  de- 
biiity  and  marked  prostration  as  evidence  of  its  seizure,  as 
your  reporter  can  personally  bear  witness.  It  was  epidemic 
in  the  county,  but  I  am  pleased  to  report  that  it  made  no 
labor  for  the  undertaker.  In  this  invasion  a  prominent 
symptom  was  dengue  !  fever  often  severe,  and  pain-torturing  ; 
in  other  eases  the  catarrhal  symptoms  were  dominant  and, 
in  others  typhoid  fever  was  closely  simulated.  We  are  at  this 
reporting  having  a  similar  invasion  of  the  "La  Grippe,"  but 
this  time  almost  exclusively  of  a  catarrhal  character. 

With  the  exception  of  this  epidemic,  and  the  year  1889 
and  1890  should  be  denominated  as  an  exceptionally  healthful 
year,  although  measles  and  whooping  cough  closed  out  the 
material  remaining  in  the  county  liable  to  their  infection. 
Malarial  fevers  have  been  rare.  We  had  two  cases  of  scarlet 
fever,  from  whence  introduced  I  have  been  unable  to  deter- 
mine.    The    cases   were  in  families  in  different   sections  of 
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the  town,  and  in  no  way  conected  by  intercourse.  Isolation 
was  practiced,  and  a  signal  dangerous  disease  displayed  at 
the  premises  of  each.  One  case  terminated  fatally.  The  body 
was  interred  privately,  at  the  suggestion  of  the  Health 
Officer.  In  each  instance  purification  and  disinfection  was 
thoroughly  practiced,  applying  to  both  persons  and  premi- 
ses. 

The  year  has  been  exceptional  as  to  hygrometric  ther- 
momatric  results.  We  had  lrost  on  the  7th  of  October,  1889T 
and  from  that  time  until  late  in  March,  1890,  an  almost 
Indian  summer  prevailed ;  when,  after  vegetation  had  de- 
veloped to  half-grown  leaves,  a  severe  freeze  came  upon  us, 
with  cyclone  velocity,  killing  hard  wood  growth,  which  had 
flourished  for  forty  or  fifty  years.  The  heated  term  of*  June 
and  July  was  unusually  protracted,  thereby  increasing  the 
mean  temperature  to  a  degree  above  the  average  of  former 
years;  during  this  heated  term  dyenteric  disorders  were  prev- 
alent, with  some  mortality,  among  the  aged  and  infants. 

The  rain  fall  for  the  year  has  been  59.20  inches.  During 
the  month  of  February,  1890,  the  rain  fall  was  9.98;  Sep- 
tember, 9.02,  and  on  the  19th  day  of  September  3.33  inches 
of  rain  fell.  The  whole  month  of  September  gave  but  six 
(6)  fair  days,  the  rainfall  of  the  month  being  greater  than 
we  have  had  since  1877. 

The  public  buildings  of  the  county  are  as  last  reported, 
except  some  betterments  at  the  I.  I.  &  C,  which  I  shall  note 
in  my  note  of  schools.  I  have  been  unable  to  impress  our 
public  authorities  with  the  need  of  ''Fire  Escapes."  The 
court-house  and  jail  adjoin  each  other;  neither  are  fire  proof, 
nor  is  any  other  public  building  in  the  county. 

The  jail  and  court-house  are  well  kept,  clean  and  sanitary. 
The  jail  has*now  six  (6)  inmates,  two  (2s)  of  whom  are  luna- 
tics. During  the  year  ninety  (90)  prisoners  have  passed  its 
doors,  three  (3)  to  the  penitentiary  and  eighty-seven  (87)  to 
the  county  convict  farm.  The  county  has  twenty-five  (25) 
paupers,  fourteen  (14)  of  whom  are  cared  for  at  the  "Poor 
House  Farm,"  and  eleven  (11)  are  farmed  out  among  the 
people.  We  have  had  one  suicide  and  one  execution  by 
Judge  Lynch  during  the  year — the  suicide  white,  male, 
about  50  years  of  age ;  the  other  a  colored  male  about  20 
years  of  age.  He  was  charged  with  attempted  "assault" 
upon  a  white  child. 

The  county  has  paid  the  burial  expenses  of  twenty  bodies 
during  the  year,  most  of  whom  were  sojourners  ot  the 
county. 

So-called  hog  and  chicken  cholera  is  still  among  the  ani- 
mals and  fowls  of  the  county.  Among  the  other  food-pro- 
ducing animals,   I  have   heard  but    little   report   of  disease 
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among  them,  and  no  case  of  disease  to  the  human   has   been 
reported  as  caused  by  contact  with  diseased  animals. 

PUBLIC  SCHOOLS. 

I  have  claimed  so  much  of  your  attention  in  my  former 
reports  as  to  public  schools,  that  I  reluctantly  enter  upon  the 
subject  in  this  report;  but  when  I  reflect  that  near  30  per 
cent  of  the  whole  population  are  school  children,  and  the 
future  prosperity,  and  well  governing  of  the  State  depends 
upon  how  the  twig  is  bent  in  the  school  forms,  and  how 
nearly  th<}  public  schools  are  entrusted  with  the  physical, 
moral  and  menial  training  of  the  children  of  tne  State,  I 
feel  that  my  duty  were  poorly  done,  less  I  call  the  State 
Board  of  Health's  attention  to  some  points  on  this  subject, 
especially  as  Lowndes  county  claims  to  be  an  educational 
center  in  the  State,  with  near  12,000  of  her  own  county  edu- 
cable  children,  besides  the  white  girls  from  all  parts  of  the 
State  in  her  I.  I.  &  C. 

In  the  Constitutional  Convention,  now  in  session,  I  have 
read  much  as  to  what  the  State  may  rely  upon  through  the 
motherhood  of  the  State  ;  and  I  have  been  hoping  that  the 
members  of  that  able  body  would  turn  their  minds  to  the 
fact  that  her  future  suffragans,  tax-payers,  producers  and 
'•Mother-Hoods"  are  now  in  her  public  schools  ;  and  that 
the  sanction  of  custom,  if  not  of  law,  practically  turns  over 
to  the  teachers  of  the  public  schools,  all  her  children  after 
they  attain  five  years  of  age,  and  the  mothers  have  no  more 
to  say  about  their  studies,  exercise,  discipline  and  examina- 
tion, than  the  oldest  bachelor  of  the  State.  The  teacher  be- 
comes the  sole  authority  as  to  what  the  child  shall  do  or 
study,  and  they  are  moulded  physically,  mentally  and  mor- 
ally by  school  training  and  school  contact.  No  matter  what 
the  condition  of  health,  or  what  its  idiosyncrasies,  once  the 
child  has  entered  school,  competitive  work  begins,  and  the 
child  and  parents  both  seem  to  enter  upon  a  nervous  dread 
as  to  passing  his  or  her  grade,  and  but  little  thought  seems 
to  be  bestowed  upon  the  fact  that  the  brain  is  subservient 
to  the  same  physiological  law  as  the  other  organs  of  the 
body,  and  may  in  time  yield  to  six  hours  school  labor  and 
three  to  four  hours  labor  of  preparation  at  home  for  the 
day's  school  duties  at  the  school  room. 

FRANKLIN    ACADEMY. 

The  public  school  of  the  city  of  Columbus,  Lowndes 
county,  has  in  attendance  at  this  reporting  (276)  two  hun- 
dred and   seventy-six  white  boys,  and   (312)  three  hundred 
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and  twelve  white  girls,  while  at  a  branch  of  the  Franklin 
Academy  for  colored  school  children,  there  are  (300)  three 
hundred  boys  and  (310)  three  hundred  and  ten  girls,  showing 
that  about  seventy  per  cent,  of  the  educable  children  are  in 
attendance  at  the  public  schools,  which,  with  the  (309)  three 
hundred  and  nine  white  girls  of  the  State,  make  an  aggre- 
gate of  (1,512)  fifteen  hundred  and  twelve  public  school 
children  to  support  the  pretensions  of  the  city  of  Columbus 
as  an  "  educational  renter." 

I  regret  to  report  no  betterments  have  been  added  to  the 
Franklin  Academy  since  my  last  report;  in  fact,  the  means 
of  heating  the  rooms  are  decidedly  objectionable.  The  water 
closet  accommodations  are  inadequate  and  so  constructed 
that  modesty  must  receive  a  shock  when  necessity  forces  a 
resort  to  them  ;  and  it  will  be  granted  that  an  inroad  upon 
the  innate  modesty  of  the  child  is  calculated  to  lower  the 
morals.  I  can't  help  but  marvel  at  teachers,  patrons  and 
school  directors  obtaining  their  assent  to  the  continued 
use  of  such  structures,  which,  on  the  boy's  side,  are  in 
such  a  condition,  by  reason  of  construction,  that  their  use 
must  oftentimes  defile  by  soiling  the  person  and  clothing. 
I  shall  again  call  the  school  authorities'  attention  to  this 
shame,  and  hope  to  be  successful  in  having  the  public  school 
pupils  better  cared  for  in  this  particular. 

i.  i.  &  c. 

I  made  an  inspection  of  this  institution  on  last  evening, 
accompanied  by  the  courteous  president,  Dr.  Beals.  Upon 
leaving  his  office,  I  suggested  to  him  that  I  had  frequently 
gone  over  the  buildings  and  grounds,  and  that  to  econo- 
mize his  time,  we  would  confine  ourselves  to  what  had  been 
added  since  his  presidency,  Well,  night  came,  and  I  had 
not  seen  all  he  could  show;  but  I  am  Health  Officer,  and  am 
making  report  upon  matters  relating  to  health.  There 
comes  the  reflection  that  scarce  any  sphere  of  school  life  is 
severed  from  the  domain  of  health. 

I  found  a  neatly  and  comfortably  fitted  up  infirmary ; 
carpets  and  curtains  to  secure  privacy  and  freedom  from 
noise;  a  library,  a  reception  hall,  a  wicket  door  opening 
upon  the  main  ball  from  the  matron's  quarter,  a  convenience 
and  comfort  «to  that  official  in  the  discharge  of  her  many 
duties,  that  brought  the  smile  of  satisfaction  to  her  kindly 
face  while  we  were  speaking  of  it. 

In  the  housekeeper's  department  are  noted  changes.  Pe- 
titions have  been  removed,  light  and  ventillation  secured, 
as  well  as  means  of  survey  of  the  whole  domain  of  this  de- 
partment, while  the   very  large  steel  range  recently  put  up 
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was  a  conspicuous  addition  to  the  means  of  preparing 
wholesome  and  appetizing  food  for  our  white  girls. 

The  commercial  department  I  found  a  model  of  system 
and  dispatch,  as  is  also  the  proctor's  department..  Valuable 
additions  have  been  made  to  the  laundry,  and  there  is  con- 
templated the  erection  of  an  additional  building,  four  stories 
in  height,  a  part  of  which  the  laundry,  with  many  needed 
acquisitions,  is  to  occupy  one  floor,  while  the  other  floors 
are  to  be  assigned  to  the  infirmary  and  physical  culture  de- 
partment. In  the  meantime,  Dr.  Beals  informs  me  he  will 
make  provision  for  physical  culture  in  the  open  air,  upon  a 
convenientlj*  constructed  floor.  Besides  this  physical  train- 
ing, exercise  and  recreation  are  be  added  to  by  strolls  in  and 
about  the  grounds  in  groups  of  pleasant  numbers,  perhaps 
of  mutual  taste,  when  sketching,  photography,  collecting  of 
specimens,  flowers,  etc.,  can  be  indulged  in  and  enjoyed. 
Were  I  to  write  all  which  claimed  my  attention,  and  which 
impressed  me  as  calculated  to  bring  brawn,  grace  and  ele- 
gance to  our  white  girls'  form,  hope  and  contentment  to 
their  hearts,  and  vigorous  capabilities  to  their  brain,  my  re- 
port would  be  a  volume. 

I  left  the  college  buildings  after  beholding  the  three  hun- 
dred and  nine  girls  seated  at  the  tea  table  discussing  the 
wholesome  spread  before  them,  as  well  as  discussing  in 
happy  and  pleasant  tones  such  wants  and  occurrences  as 
suited  their  tastes,  which  I  rejoiced  to  see  and  hear,  as  si- 
lence was  once  the  rule  at  table. 


OKTIBBEHA    COUNTY. 

REPORT    OF    DR.  W.  H.  AMES,  CHIEF    HEALTH    OFFICER. 

The  year  1890  has  been  uneventfuf,  so  far  as  epidemic  dis- 
eases are  concerned,  except  "La  Grippe,"  that  unmercifully 
seized  us  all  at  the  beginning  of  the  year,  in  common  with 
other  communities,  as  it  swept  over  the  United  States. 

It  was  the  general  opinion  that  the  excessive  wet  season 
during  the  summer  months  would  be  succeeded  by  an  unu- 
sual prevalence  of  malarial  diseases  dui-ing  the  fall  months, 
but  such  was  not  the  case.  The  general  average  of  malarial 
diseases  has  been  rather  less  than  usual,  and  the  types 
rather  milder. 

POPULATION    OF    THE    COUNTY.  , 

The  population  of  the  county,  from  an  estimate  made  after 
the  census,  was  made  in  the  spring,  shows  an  increase  of  only 
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500  in  the  last  decade.  The  population  of  the  county  in  1880 
was  17,000.  The  negro  population  have  been  moving  out 
ever  year,  more  or  less,  to  the  river  counties  and  to  Texas 
and  Arkansas. 

DEATHS. 

It  is  impossible  for  me  to  give  the  exact  number  of  deaths 
for  the  present  year,  because  it  has  been  impossible  to  obtain 
the  information  from  proper  sources.  There  were  no  less 
than  80  deaths  in  the  county  for  the  year  1890.  This  esti- 
mate is  imperfect,  and  I  have  probably  putthe  figures  rather 
too  low. 

There  have  been  more  deaths  from  typho-malarial  fever 
this  year  than  usual,  and  fevers  of  a  congestive  type  from 
malaria,  The  highest  rate  of  mortality  occurred  in  the 
months  of  August  and  September  from   malarial   affections. 

Ihave  heard  of  but  four  cases  of  malarial  hematuria  in  the 
county  with  two  deaths.  These  cases  were  in  the  sandy 
land£ — in  neighborhoods  bordering  on  creeks. 

Compared  with  previous  years  the  mortality  has  been 
greater  this  year.  The  lowest  rate  of  mortality  was  in  the 
months  of  April,  May  and  June. 

EPIDEMIC    OR    CONTAGIOUS    DISEASES. 

Epidemic  influenza  or  La  Grippe  began  its  invasion  o-n  the 
15th  day  of  January.  The  first  case  observed  was  at  the  A. 
&  M.  College  on  the  morning  of  the  15th  ot  January.  On 
the  17th  there  were  over  50  cases  on  the  sick  list.  In  addi- 
tion to  the  characteristic  symptoms  of  this  disease  I  observed 
about  a  dozen  cases  where  the  pneumagastric  nerve  was  in- 
volved, and  its  functions  were  greatly  pertubated.  The  num- 
ber of  respirations  per  minute  were  increased  to  60  in  some 
cases,  with  very  rapid  pulse  and  high  temperature,  and  with 
general  bronchial  catarrh.  I  heard  of  no  cases  complicated 
with  pneumonia,  catarrhal  or  broncho-pneumonia.  After 
this  disease  subsided  many  cases  were  left  with  nasal  catarrh 
and  others  with  general  nervous  prostration.  I  only  saw  or 
heard  of  but  one  case  of  convulsions.  This  case  was  aj^oung 
student  eighteen  years  of  age  who  had  convulsions  and  was 
insensible  for  three  days — convulsions  recurring  on  an 
average  of  one  every  hour.  There  was  relaxation  of  sphinc- 
tures  of  bowels  and  bladder.  This  case  recovered  slowly. 
I  know  of  but  two  deaths  from  La  Grippe — one  an  infant 
(white)  of  eleven  months  and  the  other  an  old  negro  man. 

There  were  no  cases  of  cholera,  yellow  fever,  small-pox, 
scarlet  fever,  typhoid  fever,  cerebro  spinal  meningitis  nor 
diphtheria. 
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measles. 

During  the  month  of  February  there  were  six  or  eight 
oases  of  measles  at  the  Female  Institute  at  Starkville  and 
about  twenty  cases  in  all  in  the  corporate  limits  of  the  town. 
The  disease  spread  no  further.  There  were  no  deaths  from 
measles. 

Whoopingcough,  mumps  and  chicken-pox  exist  at  this 
time  in  several  neighborhoods  in  the  county. 

Syphilis  is  pretty  well  distributed  among  the  negro  popu- 
lation. One  death  from  this  disease  occurred  at  the  poor 
house  in  November. 

WATER    SUPPLY. 

Drinking  water  supplied  from  cisterns  in  the  Prairie  sec- 
tion of  the  county  and  contains  lime.  In  the  sandy  lands 
water  is  obtained  from  springs  and  wells  and  is  quite  pure. 

PUBLIC    HALLS. 

There  is  but  one  hall  of  any  consequence  in  the  county, 
located  in  the  town  of  Starkville — Watts'  Opera  Hall.  This 
hall  is  not  well  ventilated,  and  is  not  properly  supplied 
with  fire  escapes. 

SCHOOL  HOUSES. 

The  larger  school  houses  are  well  ventilated  and  heated, 
and  those  in  the  country  are  generally  too  well  ventilated  at 
the  expense  of  the  comfort  of  the  pupils. 

COUNTY    JAIL. 

The  county  jail  recently  built  is  well  ventilated  and 
heated. 

Total  number  of  prisoners 43 

Total  number  of  deaths 2 

One  negro  man  died  of  gunshot  wound  received  just  be- 
fore imprisonment — named  Wm.  Miller.  The  other  death 
was  a  lunatic,  a  negro  woman,  died  of  apoplexy.  Her  name 
was  Lou  Young,  age  30. 

No  cases  of  sickness. 

POOR    HOUSE. 

This  institution  is  located  five  miles  south  of  Starkville. 
Inmates  2,  both  negroes.  A  negro  man,  Joe  McCreight,  age 
forty,  died  of  syphilis.  The  other  inmate  has  hemiplegia. 
Sanitary  condition  of  poor  house  is  excellent. 


32-  Reports  of  Chief  Health- Officers. 

PANOLA  COUNTS. 

REPORT    OF    DR.    D.    A.    KINCHLOE,    CHIEF    HEALTH    OFFICER. 

The  number  of  inhabitants  of  our  county  is  estimated  at 
about  twenty-five  thousand. 

We  bad  during  the  mouths  of  January,  February  and 
March  an  epidemic  of  acute  bronchitis  and  some  cases  of 
pneumonias  and  gastric  catarrh,  I  think  due  to  the  extreme 
mild  and  changeable  winter. 

In  the  spring  there  were  several  cases  of  measles  in  the 
town  of  Sardis  and  other  places,  of  a  mild  form. 

In  the  months  of  July  and  August  reports  came  from  Como 
that  there  were  several  cases  of  typhoid  fever  in  the  town. 
I  visited  the  town: for. investigation  and^ found  a,  difference 
of  opinion  in  regard -to  the  true  nature  of  disease.by  the  res-. 
ident  physicians — some  thinking  it  typho-ynalarialfever,  and, 
from*  the  absence  of  a  daily  rise  in  temperature,  rose-colored 
spots,  epistaxis  and  tympanitis,  which  is  generally  the  most 
characteristic  symptoms  of  true  typhoid  fever,  I  fully  agreed 
with  those'  who  thought  it  of  malarial  origin.  The  town  was 
in  an  unsanitary  conditions/there  being  a  number  of  stagnant! 
pools  in  the,  town  and  no  way  of  escape  of  the  filth  and! 
refuse  matter.  I  advised  the  local  Board  of  Health  to  ihave' 
the  town  properly  drained  and  do  away  with  the  pools  and 
all  other  debris,  also  the  necessity  of  using  cistern  water  in 
place  of  well  water,  which  the  most  of  the  people  were  using — 
that  pure  water  for  drinking  purposes  was  essential  to  good 
health. 

Scarlet  fever  was  reported  to  be  in  Sardis  in  the  months  of 
September  and  Octobei\  1  consulted  with  the  physicians. 
Some  stated  that  the}'  had  not  seen  any  cases,  but  that  an 
eruptive  fever  with  sore  throat,  etc.,  which  seemed  to  be 
communicable,  but  owing  to  the  elevation  of  the  rash  and' 
the  period  of  desquamation  excluded  scarlet  fever ;  though> 
some  of  them  still' held  that  it  was  scarlet  fever  in  a  mild- 
form  I  will  state  that  the  patients  would  recover  from  the 
attack  within  three  or  four  days.  There  are  some  cases  of 
chicken  pox  in  the  town  of  Sardis.  With  the  exception  of  the' 
above-named  diseases  the  towns  on  the  railroad  in  the  cotinty' 
have  been  fairly  healthy  for  the  past  two  years,  and  in  the1 
surrounding  country  better  than  heretofore.  The  health  of 
the  town  of  Batesville  has  been  greatly  improved  since  the 
ditches  Were  opened  by  the  local  Board  of  Health  of  that 
town.  I  think  it  would  be  still* better  if  drinking  water  was 
used  entirely  from  cisterns  and  would  greatly  improve  the 
health  of  that  place. 

The   poor  house   of  our.  county  is  reported  to  be  in  good; 
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sanitary  condition  by  the  physician  in  charge.  The  total 
number  of  inmates  for  the  }'ear  1890  amounts  to  twenty-five. 
Number  of  white  males  6;  number  of  white  females  6; 
number  of  colored  males  2  ;  number  of  colored  females  11  -r 
number  of  white  males  discharged  3  ;  number  of  white  males 
died  2  ;  cause  of  death  in  one  was  paralysis,  and  the  other 
from  gunshot  wound  ;  white  females  discharged  2  ;  black 
females  9 ;  number  of  white  inmates  on  hand  now  is  only  9. 
The  doctor  attributes  the  good  condition  and  health  of  the 
inmates  to  pure  cistern  water,  and  disenfecting  the  premises 
with  lime  and  copperas.  He  also  states  the  house  has  been 
thoroughly  renovated. 

The  jail  in  the  first  court  district  has  been  lately  burned  ;. 
the  one  in  the  second  district  is  in  an  unsanitary  condition 
on  account  of  the  sewers  not  carrying  off  the  refuse  matter, 
so  much  so,  that  the  sheriff  had  to  abandon  the  use  of  them 
altogether.  I  reported  the  same  to  the  president  of  the 
board  of  supervisors. 

The  school  houses  are  well  heated  and  ventilated  in  our 
county,  with  few  exceptions  in  the  country. 


PIKE  COUNTY. 

report  of  dr.  d.  h.  quinn,  chiff  health  officer. 

The  number  of  inhabitants  of  Pike  county  is  21,000;  whites 
12,500  ;  colored,  8,500.  In  reference  to  the  number  of  deaths,. 
I  have  no  data  to  guide  me. 

In  the  county,  for  year  1890,  sickness  from  all  causes  was 
about  the  same.  More  deaths  from  lung  fever  than  from  any 
other  causes.  More  children  than  adults;  more  colored 
than  white. 

The  months  of  December,  January  March,  more  deaths 
than  the  other  months — from  sudden  changes  of  the  weather, 
was  the  most  frequent  cause. 

This  year  we  have  had  no  epidemic  or  infectious  diseases. 
I  have  been  called  twice  to  examine  cases  reported  small  pox,, 
but  found  nothing  but  skin  eruptions.  I  called  to  examine  re- 
ported diphtheria,  but  resulted  in  tonsilatis  and  sore  mouth. 
No  epidemics  nor  deaths  reported.  No  prevailing  epidemics 
among  the  horses  or  cattle.  August,  last,  hog  cholera  pre- 
vailed to  some  extent.  No  accidents  from  explosions  or 
combustible  materials  in  the  county.  No  unsanitary  con- 
dition. Water  closets  and  wells  in  the  towns  in  good  con- 
dition that  I  have  looked  after. 

Slaughter-houses  are  all  out  of  towns.     Five  public  halls 
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all  in  good  sanitary  condition.  Our  jail  is  in  good  condi- 
tion; only  6  persons  jailed  for  court  during  the  year.  No 
sickness  reported  in  the  jail.  I  send  you  this  report.  I  wish 
you  would  give  a  certificate  so  I  can  present  to  County  Board 
account  for  my  services. 

I  know  of  no  special  causes  of  disease  in  the  county. 
The  births  and  deaths  I  cannot  tell.  I  can  guess  only  the 
births  for  the  past  forty  years.  I  have  attended  on  1,600 
children  born  in  my  hands,  four  still-born.  Two  mothers 
died. 

Now  if  I  could  get  others  to  make  a  report  to  me  I  could 
make  a  more  satisfactory  report. 


•     TISHOMINGO  COUNTY. 

REPORT    OF    DR.    F.    T.    CARMICHAL,  CHIEF    HEALTH    OFFICER. 

On  the  19th  day  of  June  I  received  my  commission  as 
health  officer  for  the  county  of  Tishomingo. 

I  hereby  submit  my  report  for  the  fraction  of  the  year 
necessary  to  complete  the  report  of  former  health  officer. 

There  was  a  slight  increase  in  the  amount  of  sickess  in  the 
county  at  large,  and  the  death  rate  a  little  in  excess  of  the 
previous  year,  due  to  typhoid,  typho-malarial  and  dysentery, 
in  certain  localities.  Five  miles  south  of  Burnsville,  dys- 
entery of  a  violent  type  prevailed  during  the  month  of  July 
and  part  of  August.  Out  of  fifteen  cases  there  were  six 
deaths.  All  of  these  cases  occurred  in  a  radius  of  three 
miles.  The  fearful  death  rate  could  not  be  attributed  to  the 
incapacity  of  the  attending  physiciaD,  for  some  were  treated 
by  the  best  in  the  county.  I  was  in  the  locality  three  times 
during  the  epidemic,  and  could  discover  nothing  except  a 
very  poor  quality  of  water,  from  shallow  sipe  wells,  but  so 
far  as  I  could  discover,  contaminated  by  no  unusual  poisons. 

I  have  seen  no  typical  cases  of  typhoid  fever  during  the 
year.  There  has  been  absent  the  dry  tongue,  the  rose  col- 
ored spots  of  the  bowels,  the  sordes  on  teeth  (but  not  so 
uniformly  absent  as  the  other  symptoms)  and  the  low.  mut- 
tering delirium.  The  patients  have  complained  of  tender- 
ness in  the  gastric  region  rather  than  the  lower  bowels,  with 
much  vomiting  of  bilious  matter.  Often  the  vomiting  is  not 
easily  controlled.  Yet  we  have  had  fearful  cases  of  hemor- 
rhages, showing  that  there  must  be  ulceration  of  Peyer's 
patches.  This  fever  has  confined  itself  to  localities  and  I 
have  found  in  almost  every  instance  that  there  was  much 
decaying  timber   in    the    vicinity.     One  family  near  an  old 
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saw  mill  site  had  four  cases  ;  two  had  hemorrhages  and  one 
deatm  About  fifteen  months  ago  I  had  one  case  of  this 
fever  brought  to  a  place  where  there  was  no  local  cause.  In 
March  of  this  year  I  was  called  to  a  family  living  at  the 
same  place  and  found  two  down  with  fever.  Upon  investi- 
gation I  found  them  using  water  from  an  old  spring  into 
which  the  drainage  from  the  yard  ran.  The  path  from  lower 
part  of  yard  to  the  spring  was  allowed  to  carry  water  into 
the  spring.  In  a  few  days  three  more  cases  developed, 
making  five  out  of  a  family  of  eight.  I  believe'the  whole 
family  would  have  been  down  had  I  not  stopped  the  use  of 
this  water.  We  are  as  apt  to  have  constipation  as  diarrhoea 
in  these  cases. 

Our  court-house,  jail,  poor  house,  etc.,  are  in  good  sanitary 
condition.  Our  hotel  here,  although  kept  as  a  health  resort, 
has  been  in  bad  condition.  It  is  being  renovated  and  I  hope 
by  spring  to  find  it  first  class,  in  this  respect  at  least.  Out 
of  a  population  of  1014  in  Iuka,  we  only  had  eight  deaths ; 
three  deaths  among  those  from  a  distance,  making  eleven. 

Our  county  school  houses  are  very  bad  but  very  generally 
on  a  par  with  the  dwellings  in  the  vicinity.  Our  school  at 
this  place  has  been  during  the  year  the  means  of  distributing 
measles  and  whooping  cough,  not  only  in  the  town,  but  in 
adjoining  country.  We  have  had  in  Iuka  during  the  month 
of  November  several  cases  of  diphtheria,  one  of  a  malignant, 
croupous  form,  from  which  the  child  succumbed  on  the  fifth 
day  from  asphixia.  Other  cases  (three)  were  easily  con- 
trolled. 

Our  water  for  the  most  part  is  of  the  very  best  and  is 
obtained  from  wells  and  springs. 

I  cannot  furnish  total  number  of  cases  of  sickness  and 
deaths  and  births.  The  last  will  compare  favorably  with 
any  county. 

We  have  had  fifteeir^prisoners  in  jail  with  no  sickness  or 
deaths. 


TIPPAH  COUNTY. 

REPORT  OF  DR.  E.  N.  HUNT,  CHIEF  HEALTH  OFFICER. 

Since  my  appointment  as  chief  health  officer  of  this  county, 
I  have  not  made  you  any  report.  Absence  from  the  State  for 
a  prolonged  period,  unavoidable  on  my  part,  is  the  princi- 
pal reason. 

I  have  recently  visited  nearly  every  section  of  the  county, 
and  have  seen  personally  nearly  every  physician.  I  find 
that  the  year  has  been  unusually  healthy. 


36  Eeports  of  Chief  Health  Officers. 

I  find  in  only  one  neighborhood  any  sickness*  of  a 
serious  nature ;  this  is  in  the  practice  of  Dr.  W.  M.  Marry, 
of  Dumas,  Miss.  The  first  cases  occurred  early  in  the 
spring  and  still  continue  in  the  neighborhood,  and  several 
have  died.  He  informs  me  that  the  disease  commences 
sometimes  as  catarrhal  fever,  sometimes  as  bilious  fever  and 
occasionally  some  other  form,  but  almost  invariably  assumes 
a  typhoid  type.  It  seems  to  be  infectious,  for  when  one 
case  occurs  in  a  family  several  cases  occur,  occasionally  the 
whole  family.  The  territory  infected  is  a  high,  dry  ridge, 
and  all  the  cases  are  within  three  miles,  up  and  down  the 
ridge,  but  none  on  either  side.  I  have  not  seen  any  of  the 
cases,  and  no  local  cause  has  been  discovered  that  pro- 
duces it. 

Any  further  developments  will  be  reported. 

Not  being  conversant  with  the  rules  and  regulations  of 
your  office,  I  will  be  pleased  to  receive  from  you  any  in- 
structions that  you  deem  necessary. 


TUNICA  COUNTY. 

REPORT    OF   DR.    M.    J.    ALEXANDER,    CHIEF    HEALTH    OFFICER. 

As  was  to  be  expected  (and  I  predicted  it  in  my  report 
last  summer)  on  account  of  the  overflow  of  the  Mississippi 
River,  caused  by  a  break  in  the  levee  one  mile  south  of  Aus- 
tin, sickness  during  the  months  of  May,  June,  July,  August 
and  September,  was  as  two  to  one  compared  with  same  time 
of  the  previous  year.  The  death  rate  was  increased  in  pro- 
portion. Malarial  diseases,  were  of  course,  with  the  noted 
exceptions,  general,  and  these  to  a  large  extent  of  malignant 
type.  Several  cases  of  malarial  hseinaturia  proved  fatal. 
Malarial  troubles  were  also  reported  more  rebellious  this 
season  than  the  previous  one,  and  it  was  not  infrequent  to 
hear  physicians  remark  that  medicines  did  not  act  this  year 
as  they  should.  June  and  July  were  marked  by  an  absolute 
drought.  The  nights  in  August  were  unusually  cool.  In- 
fluenza (lagrippe)  visited  our  county  during  its  general  epi- 
demic, and  whilst  not  directly  fatal,  proved  troublesome  and 
long-continued  in  many  instances.  Pneumonia  was  not  more 
frequent  during  this  year  than  the  past. 

Of  contagious  diseases,  measles  and  pertussis  visited  us  in 
circumscribed  areas.  Measles  prevailed  in  June,  July  and 
August  in  parts  of  the  northern  and  southern  ends  of  the 
county  and  towards  the  close  of  August  extended  to  the  cen- 
tral portion.     The  type  was  mild  and  required  to  special 
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sanitary  interference.  Pertussis  appeared  in  the  central  part 
of  Tunica  county  the  latter  part  of  August  and  continued 
to  a  large  degree  during  September,  October  and  Novem- 
ber and  even  this  month.  Five  cases  proved  fatal.  Haemor- 
rhagic  troubles  were  frequent  during  the  epidemic.  Syphi- 
lis and  pulmonar}-  tuberculosis  are  increasing  to  an  alarm- 
ing extent  among  the  negroes.  I  have  in  all  my  yearly 
reports  commented  on  this  fact,  but  I  am  struck  this  year 
with  the  rapid  increase,  which  especially  the  last  mentioned 
disease  is  making  among  that  race. 

Whilst  syphilis  does  not  seem  to  have  the  same  violent 
effect  upon  the  negro  as  it  has  on  the  white  man,  there  is  no 
doubt  that  consumption  destroys  the  former  more  rapidly. 
This  perhaps  on  account  of  the  different  hygienic  surround- 
ings and  the  complicated  syphilitic  diathesis. 


WAKKEN  COUNTY. 

REPORT    OF    DR.    J.    W.    KING,    CHIEF    HEALTH    OFFICER. 

I  herewith  submit  my  report  as  chief  health  officer  for 
Warren  county  for  1890.  There  has  been  very  little  change 
in  the  population  of  Warren  county  since  my  last  report.  I 
have  been  unable  to  get  the  census  figures,  but  estimate  the 
population  at  33,000.  What  increase  has  taken  place  has 
occurred  in  Vicksburg.  The  census  returns  gave  Vicksburg 
13,500,  and  an  enumeration  held  by  the  city  authorities 
about  a  month  later  something  over  14,000. 

The  death  rate  has  been  below  the  average  during  the  past 
year,  and  the  city  and  county  very  healthy. 

During  the  first  two  months  of  the  year  we  had  a  mild 
epidemic  of  "lagrippe,"  which  generally  yielded  readily  to 
treatment,  and  was  not  directly  fatal  in  a  single  case,  so  far 
as  I  have  been  able  to  ascertain. 

There  were  no  other  endemic  or  epidemic  diseases  during 
the  year. 

There  were  no  cases  of  yellow  fever,  small  pox,  cholera 
or  cerebro-spinal  meningetis.  There  were  a  few  sporadic 
cases  of  scarlet  fever,  measles,  whooping  cough  and  diph- 
theria. 

The  winter  of  1889  and  1890  was  a  remarkable  one.  We 
had  no  cold  weather  till  about  the  1st  of  March,  when  we 
had  one  or  two  slight  freezes.  Vegetation  kept  green 
throughout  the  year,  and  tender  flowers  and  vegetables  were 
blooming  and  growing  in  the  open  air  all  winter. 

There  was  a  deficit  in  the  average  rain-fall   and  the  year 
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was  a  very  dry  one,  with  a  remarkable  mild  winter  and  a 
cool  pleasant  summer. 

I  know  of  no  accidents  from  kerosene  oil  or  its  products. 

I  have  from  time  to  time  inspected  the  slaughter  houses, 
and  during  the  past  year  they  have  all  been  removed  to  a 
distance  of  from  one  to  two  miles  from  the  city  limits,  and 
are  now  located  where  they  will  not  interfere  with  the 
health  or  comfort  of  the  city. 

The  water  for  drinking  and  culinary  purposes  is  generally 
obtained  from  underground  cisterns,  and  is  pure  and  whole- 
some. The  water  works  for  Yicksburg  furnish  a  supply  of 
pure  and  wholesome  water,  but  it  is  not  yet  much  used  for 
drinking  purposes. 

I  have  inspected  the  theatres  and  public  halls  in  Yicksburg. 
They  are  as  a  rule  well  ventilated,  and  the  facilities  for 
escape,  in  case  of  fire,  ample. 

We  have  two  new  hotel  buildings  in  Vicksburg,  which, 
when  completed,  will  give  us  good  hotel  accommodations. 

The  school  houses  in  Vicksburg  are  all  new  and  are  prop- 
erly ventilated  and  heated,  but  are  overcrowded,  and  we 
need  on  or  two  new  ones,  especially  one  in  the  southern  part 
of  the  city. 

The  school  houses  in  the  county  need  repairs,  and  are 
totally  inadequate  to  meet  the  requirements  of  the  case. 

I  have  inspected  the  county  jail  and  find  it  kept  in  good 
sanitary  condition.  Could  not  ascertain  the  number  of  pris- 
oners for  the  past  year.  There  are  a  number  of  lunatics 
confined  in  it,  some  of  whom  have  been  there  three  or  four 
years.  The  jail  is  not  a  proper  place  for  them,  and  provis- 
ions ought  to  be  made  for  their  removal  to  one  of  our  asy- 
lums. 

I  have  inspected  the  county  poor-house.  During  the  past 
year  the  main  building  burned,  and  ought  to  be  rebuilt. 
There  are  at  present  seven  inmates,  two  white  and  five 
colored.  There  have  been  four  deaths  during  the  past  year, 
one  male  and  three  females;  causes  of  death  :  one  cancer  of 
breast ;  one  paralysis,  and  two  old  age  and  general  debility. 

The  other  public  buildings  in  the  county  I  have  inspected 
and  find  in  good  sanitary  condition. 
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Meridian,  Miss.,  April  14,  1891. 

The  Board  met  at  11  o'clock.  There  were  present:  Dr. 
J.  M.  Greene,  President ;  Drs.  Toombs,  Sexton,  Hunter, 
Trotter,  Howard,  Lowry,  Wright,  Taylor,  Kittrell,  Hyer  and 
Johnston. 

The  minutes  of  the  last  meeting  were  read  and  adopted. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Kittrell  the  Board  proceeded  to  nomi- 
nate Chief  Health  Officers  of  counties  to  fill  existing  vacan- 
cies, which  resulted  as  follows: 

Holmes Dr.  R.  B.  Carson Durant. 

Lauderdale Dr.  M.  J.  Thompson ....  Meridian. 

Monroe Dr.  W.  M.  Paine Aberdeen. 

Panola Dr.  D.  A.  Kinchloe Batesville. 

Sunflower Dr.  Cannon Indianola. 

Wayne Dr.  W.  0.  McNeill Euchitta. 

Chickasaw Dr.  T.  M.  Beatty 

Issaquena Dr.  R.  D.  Farish Mayersvi-lle. 

Clarke Dr.  Prank  Walton Quitman. 

Hancock Dr.  A.  P.  Champlin  .  .  .  .Pearlington. 

Sharkey Dr.  W.  R.  Harper.  .  .  .      Rolling    Fork.. 

The  Secretary  read  a  communication  from  Dr.  J.  H.  Rauch, 
Secretary  Illinois  State  Board  of  Health,  suggesting  a  meet- 
ing of  representatives  from  the  various  State  Boards  of 
Health  in  Washington  in  May,  whereupon  the  following  rep- 
resentatives were  appointed  from  this  Board  :  Drs.  Lowry 
and  Toombs. 

A  communication  was  also  read  from  Dr.  C.  O.  Probst, 
Secretary,  inviting  the  Board  to  send  delegates  to  the  Na- 
tional Conference  of  State  Boards  of  Health. 

On  motion  the  invitation  was  accepted,  and  Drs.  Lowry 
and  Toombs  were  appointed  delegates. 

Dr.  Taylor  submitted  the  following  amended  rules  relating 
to  temporary  licenses  and  examinations  for  license  to  prac- 
tice medicine,  which  were  adopted  : 
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RULES    AND     REGULATIONS    ADOPTED    BY    THE     STATE 

BOARD  OF    HEALTH   AT    THEIR  ANNUAL    MEETING 

IN    JACKSON,  MISSISSIPPI,   MARCH,     1882, 

For  the  government  of  Boards  of  Censors  in  their  examina- 
tion for  license  to  practice  medicine  and  prescribing  condi- 
tions upon  the  compliance  with  which  applicants  may  be 
granted  temporary  license  to  practice  medicine  in  the  State 
of  Mississippi,  under  the  provisions  of  an  act  to  regulate  the 
practice  of  medicine  in  the  State  of  Mississippi,  approved 
February  28,  1882. 

Eule  1.  No  application  for  examination  shall  be  received, 
unless  it  is  accompanied  by  the  fees  prescribed  by  law,  and 
satisfactory  evidence  of  moral  character. 

Eule  2.  All  applications  for  examination  must  be  made  on 
the  blanks  prescribed    by  the  State  Board  of   Health,  which 
will  be  furnished  to   applicants    by  the  Censors  in   their  re-, 
spective  districts. 

Rule  3.  Examinations  shall  be  strictly  private.  Each  ap- 
plicant shall  be  examined  separately.  No  person  nor  book 
shall  be  allowed  in  the  room  during  examinations,  and  a 
reasonable  time  shall  be  allowed  each  applicant  to  answer 
such  questions  as  may  be  submitted  to  him  in  writing  by  the 
Board  of  Censors,  in  the  several  branches  of  medicine  desig- 
nated in  the  law.  No  theoretical  or  dogmatical  questions 
will  be  allowed,  but  all  examinations  must  be  fair,  impartial 
and  thorough. 

Eule  4.  The  same  questions  shall  be  propounded  to  all 
applicants  examined  at  any  one  meeting  of  any  Board  of 
•Censors,  and  eight  questions  shall  be  propounded  on  each 
ibranch  of  medicine  designated  in  the  law. 

Eule  5.  Persons  desiring  a  temporary  license  to  practice 
medicine  in  the  State  of  Mississippi,  will  make  application 
for  the  same  to  the  Secretary  of  the  State  Board  of  Health, 
accompanied  by  either  a  diploma  from  some  Medical  Col- 
lege duly  authorized  by  law  to  confer  the  degree  of  Doctor 
of  Medicine,  or  certificate  from  a  Censor  from  the  District  in 
which  said  applicant  resides,  certifying  to  the  fact  of  his  pos- 
session of  and  the  genuineness  of  said  Diploma.  Said  appli- 
cant shall  also  state  in  his  letter  of  application  where  he  last 
practiced  medicine,  and  that  he  proposes  to  locate  in  the 
State  for  the  practice  of  his  profession,  and  shall,  also,  give 
references  as  his  moral  character,  and  accompanying  the 
same  with  a  fee  of  twenty-five  cents. 

Eule  6.  Applicants  for  temporary  license  shall,  also, 
before  such  license  is  granted,  make  formal  application  for 
cxamination'to  the  Board  of  Censors  for  the  District  in  which 
he  desires  to  practice  medicine,  through  one  of  their  number, 
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as  provided  by  law  accompanied  by  a  fee  of  fifteen  dollars 
and  twenty-five  cents,  together  with  a  statement  of  intention 
to  apply  for  a  temporary  license ;  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of 
the  Censor  receiving  said  application  and  fee,  to  receipt  for 
the  same  to  said  applicant,  and  at  once  no  notify  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  State  Board  of  Health  of  the  reception  of  said 
application  and  fee. 

Eule  7.  The  foregoing  rules  having  been  complied  with 
in  a  satisfactory  manner,  and  the  Secretary  of  the  State 
Board  of  Health  having  received  notification  of  the  formal 
application  for  examination  for  license  as  provided  in  Eule 
2d,  the  State  Board  of  Health  shall  at  once,  through 
their  Secretary,  issue  a  temporary  license  to  practice  med- 
icine in  the  State  of  Mississippi,  as  provided  for  in  section 
(15)  fifteen  of  an  Act  to  regulate  the  practice  of  medicine  in 
the  State  of  Mississippi,  approved  February  28,  1882. 


Board  of  Censors  of District  will  meet  at . 

on  first  Mondays  in  April  and  October. 


The  following  resolution,  offered  by  Dr.  Taylor,  was 
adopted  : 

Resolved,  That  each  Board  of  Censors  shall  keep  a]full  and 
accurate  record  of  every  meeting,  giving  the  name  address 
school  of  practice,  colleges  attended,  whether  graduate  or 
not,  and  the  per  cent,  of  satisfactory  answers  of  each  appli- 
cant examined;  such  records  to  be  carefully  preseiwed  and 
transmitted  to  successors  in  office,  by  each  Board. 

The  following  resolution  offered  by  Dr.  Sexton  was 
adopted : 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  four  be  appointed  to  get 
xtp  a  uniform  system  of  questions  for  future  examinations  of 
applicants  to  practice  medicine  in  our  State,  and  the  Secre- 
tary be  instructed  to  have  said  questions  prepared  and  dis- 
tributed to  the  Censors  before  each  examination  in  April 
and  October. 

The  President  thereupon  appointed  the  following  Com- 
mittee :     Drs.  Taylor,  Sexton,  Lowry  and  Kittrell. 

The  Secretary  requested  that  a  committee  be  appointed 
to  examine  the  books  and  vouchers,  and  the  following  com- 
mittee was  appointed  for  the  purpose :  Drs.  Howard,  Trot- 
ter and  Wright. 

Th.e  Board  proceeded  to  nominate  a  Quarantine  Physi- 
cian for  the  Ship  Island  Station  for  the  ensuing  year,  and 
Dr.  J.  L.  Walker  was  selected. 
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On  motion  of  Dr.  Hyer,  the  salary  was  fixed  at  $250.00 
per  month. 

On  motion,  the  usual  number  of  employees  were  allowed 
the  station. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Kittrell,  it  was  decided  to  begin  quar- 
antine at  Eound  Island  and  Ship  Island  on  May  1st. 

On  motion  the  Board  adjourned  until  3  o'clock  p.m. 


AFTERNOON     SESSION. 

The  Board  met  at  3  o'clock  p.m.  Present:  Dr.  Greene, 
president,  Drs.  Wright,  Trotter,  Kittrell,  Hunter,  Howard, 
Taylor,  McGehee,  Toombs,  Sexton,  Hyer,  Lowry  and  John- 
ston. 

The  appeal  of  Dr.  B.  J.  Mathis  from  the  decision  of  the 
Censors  of  the  Fourth  District  was  taken  up  for  considera- 
tion, and  the  decision  of  the  Censors  was  sustained. 

The  appeal  of  Dr.  J.  C.  Wilkins  from  the  decision  of  the 
Censors  of  the  Second  District  was  considered,  and  the  de- 
cision of  the  Censors  was  sustained. 

The  Board  proceeded  to  elect  a  President  for  the  ensuing 
year,  which  resulted  in  the  unanimous  choice  of  Dr.  J.  M. 
Greene. 

The  following  Executive  Committee  was  elected  for  the 
ensuing  year :  Drs.  Sexton,  Hunter  and  Johnston.  Dr. 
Johnston  was  designated  as  chairman. 

The  committee  appointed  to  examine  the  Secretary's 
books  and  vouchers  reported  as  follows  : 

Meridian,  Miss.,  April  14,  1891. 

We,  your  committee  appointed  to  examine  the  Secretary's 
books,  would  respectfully  report  that  we  have  performed 
that  duty  and  find  them  correct. 

[Signed.]  E.  E.  Howard, 
T.  B.  Trotter, 
John  Wright. 

The   following  bills    of    members    for   expenses    and  per 
diem  were  allowed  :      Dr  Hunter,  $18.70  ;   Dr.  Hyer,   $3.00 
Dr.  Sexton,  $21.40  ;  Dr.  Greene,  $23.70  ;  Dr.  Toombs,  $36.30 
Dr.  McGehee,  $41.30;  Dr.  Lowry,  $3.00  ;  Dr.  Howard,  $26.50 
Dr.    Trotter,   $28.50;    Dr.    Kittrell,    $37.10;    Dr.    Taylor, 
$27.50;   Dr.  Wright,  $37.90;  Dr.  Johnston,  12.70. 

On  motion,  the  Board  adjourned. 
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RECEIPTS  AND  EXPENDITURES  IN  1891. 


POSTAGE,    EXPRESSAGE    AND    TELEGRAMS    (PAID    FOR    BY   THE   SEC- 
RETARY    OF    THE    STATE    BOARD    OF    HEALTH,    AND    WHICH    IS 
DUE    HIM    BY    THE    STATE.) 

1891.  Cr. 

— By  amount  due  Secretary  on  1890  .  .  .$  0  25 
Jan.        7 — By  postoffice  box  rent,  for  quarter  end- 
ing March  31 2  00 

20 — By  postage  stamps 4  00 

Feb.       4 — By  expressage  on  money  package  from 

Biloxi 50 

April    11 — By  telegram  sent 25 

11 — By  postage  stamps 2  00 

20 — By  postoffice  box  rent,  for  quarter  end- 
ing June  30 2  00 

25 — By  telegram  sent 97 

29 — By  expressage  on  package  to  Dr.  J. 

M.  Greene,  president,  Aberdeen  ...  25 

May     28 — By  postage  stamps 4  00 

June    20 — By  expressage  on  money  sent  to  Dr.  J. 

L.  Walker,  Quarantine  Physician.  .  80 

Aug.       4 — By  telegram  sent 30 

5 — By  telegrams  sent  and  received 55 

6 — By  telegrams  sent  and  received 76 

18 — By  telegrams  sent  and  received 1  15 

22 — By  telegram  sent 60 

23 — By  telegram  received 65 

24 — By  telegrams  sent  and  received 2  07 

25 — By  telegrams  sent  and  received 2  10 

26 — By  telegrams  sent  and  received   2  28 

Sept.      7 — By  expressage  on  money  package  from 

Nicholson ....  25 

7 — By  expressage  on  money  package  sent 
to  J.  W.  Stewart,  Secretary  Jackson 

County  Board  of  Health 1  00 

30 — By  expressage  on  money  sent  to  Dr. 
Daniel  J.  Williams,  Quarantine  Phy- 
sician, Biloxi 25 

Nov.      1 — By  telegram  received 35 

3 — By  telegrams  sent 58 

7 — By  telegram  sent 35 

7 — By  expressage  on  warrants  sent  to  E. 
J.  Bowers,  Bay  St.  Louis,  for  Chas. 
M.  Bhodes,  I.  L.  Lyons  &  Co.,  New 
Orleans,  and  E.  Grlennan,  Biloxi.  . .  75 
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Nov.  11 — By  expressage  on  money  sent  to  Dr. 
Daniel  J.  Williams,  Quarantine  Phy- 
sician, Biloxi 1  10 

28 — By  postage  stamps 4  00 

Dec.  8 — By  expressage  on  money  sent  to  Dr. 
Daniel  J.  Williams,  Quarantine  Phy- 
sician, Biloxi 75 


Total $         36  86 

for  quarantine  purposes. 
1891.  Dr. 

May     28— To  amount  from  Auditor $         18  00 

28 — To  amount  from  Auditor 24  25 


Total $         42  25 

1891.                                     Cr. 
May     28— By  bill  of  S.  T.  Taylor,  for  storage  of 
quarantine  property  from   Novem- 
ber 1,  1889,  to  May  1,  1891,   at  Me- 
ridian   $         18  00 

28 — By  bill  of  James  Smith,  for  storage  of 
-  quarantine  property  at  Scranton  for 
year  1890,  and  for  affidavit 24  25 


Total $         42  25 

FOR  SHIP  ISLAND  QUARANTINE  STATION. 

1891.  Dr. 

Feb.  7 — To  amount  rececived  from  Dr.  A.  P. 
Champlin,  quarantine  physician,  in 
1890,  fees  collected  at  the  Ship  Is- 
land quarantine  station $ 

*May  28 — To  amount  from  Auditor 

June  — To  amount  fees  received  from  quaran- 
tine station 

f  June  20 — To  amount  from  Auditor 

July  19 — To  amount  fees  received  from  quaran- 
tine station 

July    21 — To  amount  from  Auditor 

July  23-31 — To  amount  fees  received  from"  quar- 
antine   station 

Aug.  24 — To  amount  fees  received  from  quaran- 
tine station 


270 

00 

47 

37 

30 

00 

420 

00 

34 

00 

420 

00 

17 

00 

5 

00 

*The  Auditor  has  this  date  May  27th. 
|The  Auditor  has  this  date  June  19th. 
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Aug.   24 — To  amount  from  Auditor 

Aug.  31 — To  amount  fees  received  from  quaran 
tinr  station 

Sept.  8 — To  amount  fees  received  from  quaran 
tine  station 

Sept.  30 — To  amount  from  Auditor 

Oct.  3 — To  amount  fees  received  from  quaran- 
tine station 

Nov.     7 — To  amount  from  Auditor 

Nov.     7 — To  amount  from  Auditor 

Nov.     7 — To  amount  from  Auditor 

**Nov.  11 — To  amount  from  Auditor 

**Nov.  11 — To  amount  from  Auditor 

**Nov.  11 — To  amount  from   Auditor 

Dec.        8 — To  amount  from   Auditor 

Dec.  15 — To  amount  fees  received  from  quar- 
antine station 

Dec.      20 — To  amount  from  Auditor 


1891.  Cr. 

Feb.  7 — By  amount  paid  into  State  Treasury, 
fees  collected  at  the  station  for  1890 . ! 

May  28 — By  bill  I.  L.  Lyons  &  Co.  for  disin- 
fectants and  alcohol  furnished 

June  6 — By  amount  paid  into  State  Treasury, 
fees  from  station 

June  20 — By  bill  F.  W.  Eaton  for  carrying  mail 
and  supplies 

June  20 — By  bill  Dr.  J.  L.  Walker  for  services 
as  quarantine  physician  for  May  and 
for  boarding  two  boatmen  and  one 
fumigator 295  00 

June  20 — By  bill  P.  O.   Byrne,   for  services  as 

boatman  for  month  of  May 30  00 

June  20 — By  bill  M.  G-.  McSwain,  for  services  as 

fumigator  for  month  of  May 30  00 

June  20 — By    bill    H.    Necaise,    for   services    as 

boatman  for  month  of  May 30  00 

July    21 — By  amount  paid  into  State  Treasury, 

fees  from  station 34  00 

July  21 — By  bill  Dr.  J.  L.  Walker,  for  services 
as  quarantine  physician  for  month 
•  of  June  and  for  boarding  two  boat- 
men and  one  fumigator 295  00 


45 

420  00 

27  00 

80  00 

74  00 

5  00 

50  85 

23  75 

79  12 

8 

27  00 

258  24 

460  54 

544  98 

184  50 

4  85 

8 

3483  20 

8 

270  00 

47  37 

i 

30  00 

i 

35  00 

**The  Auditor  has  these  dates  Nov.  ioth. 
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July    21 — By  bill  M.  Gr.  McSween,  for  services  as 

fumigator  for  month  of  June 

July    21 — By  bill  Lamar  Walker,  for  services  as 

boatman  for  month  of  June 

July   21 — By  bill  Henry  Niecaise,  for  services  as 

boatman  for  month  of  June 

July    21 — By  bill  F.  W.  Baton,  for  carrying  mail 

and  supplies  for  station  for  month 

of  June 

July    31 — By  amount  paid  into  State  Treasury, 

fees  from  station .  .    

Aug.    24 — By  amount  paid  into   State  Treasury, 

fees  from  station 

Aug.    24 — By  bill  M.  G-  McSween,  for  services  as 

fumigator  for  month  of  July 

,Aug.    24 — By  bill  Dr.  J.  L.Walker,  for  services 

as  quarantine  physician  for  month 

of  July  and  for  boarding  three  men, 
Aug.    24 — By  bill  Henry  Necaise,  for  services  as 

boatman  for  month  of  July 

Aug.    24 — By  bill  Lamar  Walker,  for  services  as 

boatman  for  month  of  July 

Aug.    24 — By  bill  F.  W.  Eaton,  for  carrying  mail 

and  supplies  to  station  for  month  of 

J^y 

Sept.  7 — By  amount  paid  into  State  Treasury, 
fees  from  station 

Sept.  8 — By  amount  paid  into  State  Treasury, 
fees  from  station 

Sept.  30 — By  bill  Judson  Batton,  for  services  as 
boatman,  from  10th  to 28th  of  Aug., 

inclusive 

30 — By  bill  Henry  Necaise,  for  services  as 

boatman  for  August,  to  28th 

By  bill  W.  G.  McSween,  for  services 
as  fumigator  for  August,  to  28th    . . 

Oct.  12 — By  amount  paid  into  State  Treasury, 
fees  from  Station 

Nov.  7 — By  bill  E.  G-lennan,  for  articles  fur- 
nished the  Station 

7 — By    bill    R.   Caillanet,  for   repairs  on 

yawl 

7 — By  bill  I.  L.  Lyons  &  Co.,  for  disin- 
fectants and  alcohol 

11 — By  bill  Henry  Necaise,  for  services  qs 
boatman  2  days  in  month  of  August, 
(28th  to  31st),  and  for  25  days  in 
September,  ending  25th 27  00 


30 

00 

30 

00 

30 

00 

35 

00 

17 

00 

5 

00 

30 

00 

595 

00 

30 

00 

30 

00 

35 

00 

27 

00 

80 

00 

18 

00 

28 

00 

28 

00 

5 

00 

50 

85 

23 

75 

79 

12 
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Nov.  11 — By  bill  Dr.  J.  L.  Walker,  for  services 
as  Quarantine  Physician,  from  Aug. 
1st  to  27th,  inclusive,  and  for 
boarding  two  boatmen  and  one 
fumigator  for  same  time, 258  24 

11 — By  bill  F.  W.  Eaton  for  carrying  mail 
and  supplies  to  Station  for  month  of 
August 35  00 

11— By  bill  of  Dr.  Dan'l  J.  Williams,  for 
services  as  Quarantine  Physician  for 
four  days  during  August 32  25 

II — By  bill  L.  J.  Batton,  for  services  as 
boatman  for  two  days  in  August, 
(28th  to  31st)  and  for  entire  month 
of  September 32  00 

11 — By  bill  F.  W.  Eaton,  for  carrying  mail 
and  supplies  to  Station  for  month  of 
September 35  00 

11 — By  bill  John  Tynes,  for  services  as 
boatman  for  five  days  in  September 
(26th  to  30th  inclusive) 5  00 

ll_By  bill  Dr.  Dan'l  J.  Williams,  for  ser- 
vices as  Quarantine  Physician  for 
month  of  September,  and  for  board- 
ing two  employees  for  month,  and 
one  employee  for  22  days 291  50 

11 — By  bill  M.  G.  McSween,  for  services  as 
fumigator  tor  two  days  in  August, 
and  for  month  of  Sept.,  to   22d 24  00 

ll_By  bill  Dr.  Dan'l  J.  Williams,  for 
boarding  three  employees  four  days 
in  August  (28th  to  31st,  inclusive).  5  79, 
Dec.  8 — By  Bill  F.  W.  Eaton,  for  carrying  mail 
and  supplies  to  Station  in  Novem- 
ber for  10  days 1165 

8_By  bill  Dr.  Dan'l  J.  Williams,  for  ser- 
vices as  Quarantine  Physician  for  10 
days,  in  November,  and  for  board- 
ing two  employees  for  10  days 93  33 

8 — By  bill  John    Tynes,  for   services  as 

boatman  during  month  of  October.  30  00 

8 — By  bill    John   Tynes,   for  services   as 

boatman   10  days  in  November. ...  10  00 

8 — By  bill   Judson  Batton,  for  services  as 

boatman  for  month  of  October. ...  30  00 

8 — By  bill  Judson  Batton,  for  services  as 

boatman  for  10  days  in  November.  10  00 
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Dec        8 — By  bill  B.   B.  Chambers,  for  services 

as  fumigator  for  month  of  October.  SO  00 

8 — By  bill  F.  W.  Eaton,  tor  carrying  mail 

and  supplies  for  month  of  October.  35  00 

8_By  Bill  Dr.  Dan'l  J.  Williams,  for 
services  as  Quarantine  Physician 
for  month  of  October,  and  for  board- 
ing   three    employes    for  month  of 

October 295  00 

15 — By  amount  paid  into  State  Treasury, 

fees  from  Station 184  50 

23 — By  bill   B.  Glennan,  for  articles   fur- 
nished the  Station 4  85 


$  3,483  20 


for  the  suppression  of  the  outbreak  of  yellow  fever  at 
jackson  in  1888. 

1891.                                     Dr. 
Nov.      7 — To  amount  from  Auditor $         40  00 

1891.  Cr. 
Nov.  7 — By  bill  of  Chas.  M.  Ehodes,  for  haul- 
ing, unloading,  storing  and  handling 
camp  equipage  (as  per  agreement 
with  Adjt.-G-eneral  Henry,  which 
was  borrowed  from  State  Militia  for 
refuge  camps  in  1888.  This  bill  was 
not  presented  until  1891 $         40  00 


40  00 


AMOUNT     FURNISHED     JACKSON     COUNTY    BOARD      OF    HEALTH    TO 
ASSIST    IN    CONDUCTING    THEIR    8EA-COA8T    QUARANTINE, 

(Under  the  Provisions  of  an  Act  supplementary  to  an  Act 
to  amend  the  Statutes  in  regard  to  Boards  of  Health,  ap- 
proved February  28,  1880.) 

*May  28 $  500  00 

fSeptember  7 1000  00 


Total $1500  00 

*The  Auditor  has  this  date  May  27th. 
tThe  Auditor  has  this  date  September  12th. 
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EXPENSES    OF    MEMBERS    AND    THEIR    PER    DIEM     IN 

ATTENDING    MEETING. 

MEETING    AT    MERIDIAN    ON    APRIL    14TH,    1891. 

J".  F.  Hunter $  18  70 

W.  F.  Hyer 3  00 

L.  Sexton 21  40 

J.  M.  Greene 23  70 

E.  S.  Toombs 36  30 

E.  L.  McGehee 41  30 

M.  J.  Lowry 3  00 

E.  E.  Howard 26  50 

T.  E.  Trotter 28  50 

B.  F.  Kittrell 37  10 

J.  M.  Taylor 27  50 

John  Wright 3790 

"Wirt  Johnston 12  70 

Total $  317  60 

Secretary's  Salary §  800  00 

REPORT     OF    OR.    E.    F.     GRIFFIN,    QUARANTINE     PHYSI- 
CIAN.   PORT    OF    PASCAGOULA. 

To  the  State  Board  of  Health  of  Mississippi  : 

I  submit  the  following  as  my  report  of  quarantine  opera- 
tions at  the  port  of  Pascagoula  for  the  season  of  1891  : 

Quarantine  was  enforced  on  May  the  first,  and  continued 
until  November  the  tenth,  a  period  of  six  months  and  10  days. 

Daring  this  time  one  hundred  and  four  vessels  arrived  at 
the  station  of  the  following  classes :  Steamships,  four ; 
schooners,  sixty-seven;  barks,  twenty;  brigs,  eleven  ;  steam 
tugs,  two.  Of  these,  fiffy-four  were  from  foreign  ports, 
and  fifty  from  climatic  ports.  Twenty-two  were  subjected 
to  quarantine  and  disinfection. 

None  of  these  vessels  were  known  to  have  infection  on 
board  during  the  season.  One  American  vessel  arrived  late 
in  October  from  Eio  Janerio,  via  Barbadoes,  which  had 
small  pox  on  board  while  at  Eio,  and  was  sent  to  the  North 
Gulf  Quarantiue  Station  for  treatment. 

Quarantine  operations  moved  along  in  the  usual  routine 
way,  and  I  have  nothing  of  especial  interest  to  report.  The 
station  is  fairly  well  fitted  out  with  boats,  buildings  and 
wharves,  which  have  been  kept  in  repair  by  the  employees 
without  extra  expense,  except  for  material. 

You  are  referred  to  report  of  Secretary  and  Treasurer  for 
amount  of  receipts  and  expenditures. 

In  conclusion,  permit  me  to  suggest  the  propriety  of  the 
President  or  Executive  Committee  of  your  Board  visiting  this 
station  at  least  once  a  year  during  the  existence  of  quarantine. 

Moss  Point,  Miss.,  November  12,  1891. 


SHIP  ISLAND  QUARANTINE  STATION. 


REPORT    OF    DAN  L    J.    WILLIAMS,    QUARANTINE    PHYSICIAN. 

I  have  the  hoeor  of  making  the  following  report  of  the 
work  of  Ship  Island  Quarantine  Station  of  Mississippi  Ser- 
vice : 
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During  the  season  dating  from  May  1,  to  November  10, 
fifty-five  vessels  have  been  entered  on  quarantine  register. 
Of  this  number  thirty-eight  were  from  suspected  or  infected 
ports;  four  from  healthy  foreign  ports;  six  from  home 
ports  and  seven  were  ballast  lighters  used  at  this  station,  and 
at  Gulf  quarantine.  Of  the  fifty-five  vessels,  twenty  were 
disinfected  at  this  station  ;  twenty-three  at  G-ulf  quarantine 
and  one  at  Horn  Island;  ten  were  given  free  practice  with- 
out detention,  being  from  healthy  ports  and  having  had  no 
communication  with  infected  vessels  during  voyage ;  one 
was  detained  and  fined  $25  for  tresspassing  and  communi- 
cating with  a  vessel  in  quarantine. 

A  large  percentage  of  vessels  coming  from  suspected  or 
infected  ports  has  necessitated  vigilance  on  the  part  of  the 
quarantine  authorities,  and  we  feel  that  they  may  congratu- 
late themselves  on  the  fact  that  no  contagious  disease 
has  succeeded  in  passing  any  of  the  stations,  notwithstand- 
ing their  increased  prevalence  in  foreign  ports  and  especially 
so  in  those  from  which  most  vessels  entering  here  have 
sailed. 

Some  repairs  on  the  physician's  quarters  have  been  made, 
gutters  put  up,  wharves  built  and  boats  repaired. 

The  expenditures  of  stations  have  been  as  little  as  possible 
during  my  charge  of  same.  Nothing  having  been  purchased 
except  those  things  absolutely  essential. 

I  wish  to  recommend  the  purchase  of  one  if  not  two  Gould's 
force  pumps,  Challenge  No.  8,  with  attachments,  the  station 
thereby  being  enabled  to  dispense  with  the  services  of  one 
employee,  thereby  reducing  expenses  for  the  season  some 
$250,  and  at  the  same  time  rendering  possible  the  more  com- 
plete disinfection  of  all  vessels. 
Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

Daniel  J.  Williams. 
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ADAMS  COUNTY. 

REPORT    OF   DR.    L.    E.    PROFILET,    CHIEF    HEALTH    OFFICER. 

I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  concerning 
the  sanitary  condition  of  Adams  county  for  the  year  ending 
September  30,  1891: 

While  there  has  been  no  severe  epidemic  save  a  return  of 
■"lagrippe,"  there  have  been  throughout  the  year  occasional 
cases  of  diphtheria  and  typhoid  fever,  giving  the  semblance  of 
endemic  diseases,  as  they  developed  so  regularly,  and  in  few 
instances  could  they  be  traced  apparently  to  contagion  or 
local  causes ;  in  fact,  not  a  few  have  developed  in  locations 
ordinarily  considered  the  most  healthy. 

During  the  month  of  October  there  were  cases  of  diph- 
theria and  typhoid  fever,  though,  as  I  have  stated,  I  am  in- 
clined to  think  there  were  one  or  more  cases  of  each  in  each 
month  during  the  entire  year.  During  this  month  the 
weather  was  generally  mild  and  pleasant  until  the  27th, 
when  we  had  for  a  day  or  two  the  coldest  snap  we  had  last 
winter,  the  temperature  indicating  by  the  government  ther- 
mometer 30°  F.,  when  there  was  ice  and  frost  for  three  days 
succeeding. 

During  the  month  of  November  there  was  little  sickness; 
weather  was  warm  and  summery  and  very  dry,  as  there 
was  no  rain  during  the  month. 

During  the  months  of  December  and  January  it  was  cold 
and  rainy,  though  the  temperature  was  never  so  low  as  dur- 
ing the  cold  snap  in  October,  nor  down  to  freezing.  The 
most  notable  sickness  at  this  time  was  the  grippe,  which 
paid  us  a  second  visit,  and  was  very  prevalent,  pervading 
all  classes  and  ages,  and  of  a  severer  type  than  the  epidemic 
of  the  previous  year,  not  a  few  deaths  having  resulted  from 
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its  effects.  During  the  epidemic  of  the  year  previous  there 
was  no  death  reported,  though  the  disease  was  very  general, 
and,  according  to  my  observation,  those  affected  were  ex- 
empted from  an  attack  this  year. 

In  March,  diphtheria  in  malignant  form  occurred  in  a  fam- 
ily in  an  apparently  protected  locality,  and  two  deaths  were 
the  result.  It  was  thought  best  to  adopt  radical  measures 
to  eradicate  the  disease,  almost  everything  that  had  been  in 
contact  with  the  infected  persons  being  burned.  A  bill  of 
one  hundred  and  eighty  dollars  for  articles  destroyed  was 
allowed  by  the  city  authorities.  Of  persons  outside  of  the 
family  exposed,  only  two  contracted  the  disease.  One  was 
a  lady  who  had  kindly  assisted  in  nursing  the  sick,  and  who 
had  on  former  occasions  been  exposed  without  contracting 
the  disease,  and  the  other  was  a  servant  of  the  family.  Both 
had  very  light  cases.  I  reported  these  cases  to  you  at  the 
time.  Pneumonia  of  quite  a  fatal  form  was  very  prevalent 
about  this  time.  Many  of  the  cases  undoubtedly  could  be 
traced  to  attacks  of  the  grippe. 

The  weather  was  unusually  raw  and  trying  during  the  past 
winter  and  spring,  though  the  temperature  was  not  unusu- 
ally low.  There  were  sporadic  cases  of  measles  late  in  the 
spring,  but  no  epidemic.  There  has  not  been  a  case  of 
small  pox  in  the  county.  Of  course,  during  the  summer 
there  were  the  usual  forms  of  malarial  fevers,  but  not  of 
severe  type. 

I  am  gratified  to  report  that  our  new  county  jail  is  now 
nearly  ready  for  occupation.  It  will  supply  a  want  long  sadly 
needed,  both  for  sanitary  and  safety  reasons.  It  is  a  hand- 
some building  and  erected  according  to  modern  ideas  of 
architecture  and  sanitation.  Provision  will  be  made  spe- 
cially for  the  unfortunate  lunatics  unavoidably  confined 
there,  whose  lot  is  deplorable  enough  at  best.  The  only  two 
deaths  in  the  jail  during  the  past  year  have  been  from  that 
class. 


ALUOKN  COUNTY. 

REPORT    OF    DR.    W.    B.    SANFORD,    CHIEF    HEALTH    OFFICER. 

As  Chief  Health  Officer  of  Alcorn  county,  I  submit  the 
following  as  my  annual  report : 

Alcorn  forms  a  part  of  the  north  boundary  of  the  State. 
It  has  about  13,000  inhabitants,  about  5,000  of  which  are 
whites  and  one-third  colored.  The  educable  children  in  the 
county  are  3,372  whites,  1,164  colored.  The  number  of  schools 
in  the  county  are  forty-nine  whites,  eighteen'colored.  Corinth 
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is  the  county  site,  and  has  about  3,500  inhabitants.  The 
public  buildings  in  Corinth :  nine  churches,  three  school 
houses  (two  white  and  one  colored),  one  theatrical  hall,  a 
courthouse  and  jail.  With  the  exception  of  the  hall,  I 
have  the  pleasure  to  report  all  in  good  condition  and  so  con- 
structed as  to  be  healthful  and  comfortable.  They  are  well 
lighted  and  ventilated,  and  nearly  all  constructed  after  the 
recent  modes  of  architecture,  with  the  exception  of  the 
school  buildings,  all  of  which  are  too  small  for  the  num- 
ber of  pupils,  and  are  poorly  lighted  and  ventilated. 

In  Alcorn  county  we  have  three  towns :  Corinth,  situated 
at  the  junction  of  the  M.  &  C,  and  M.  &  O.  railroads,  three 
miles  from  the  Tennessee  and  Mississippi  line,  and  has  about 
3,400  inhabitants  ;  Kienzi,  situated  fourteen  miles  south  of 
Corinth,  on  the  M.  &  0.  railroad,  and  has  about  150  inhab- 
itants ;  Kossuth,  situated  nine  miles  south-west  of  Corinth, 
and  has  about  one  hundred  inhabitants.  We  have  in  this 
county  eighteen  postoffices. 

We  have  in  the  county  four  manufacturing  establishments, 
viz  :  The  W.  T.  Adams  Iron  Works,  the  Alcorn  Woolen 
Mills,  the  Spoke  and  Hub  Factory  and  the  Gerheart  Broom 
Factory.  In  these  works  from  three  to  four  hundred  hands 
are  constantly  employed. 

There  are  in  Alcorn  county  twelve  regular  practicing 
physicians,  from  whom  I  gather  the  following  statistics  re- 
garding the  health  and  deaths  of  the  county  for  the  year 
1891 :  According  to  their  reports  and  my  own  observation, 
there  has  been  about  the  same  as  in  former  years ;  the  most 
prevalent  diseases  being  the  ordinary  malarial,  intermittent 
and  remittent  fevers,  typhoid  fever,  catarrhal  fever,  pneumo- 
nia, bronchitis,  dysentery,  yellow  jaundice,  rheumatism, 
gout,  neuralgia,  and  also  a  few  cases  of  organic  lung,  heart 
and  kidney  troubles. 

So  far  as  I  have  been  able  to  learn,  there  has  been  nothing 
unusual  in  the  prevalence  of  any  of  the  above  mentioned 
diseases. 

During  the  year  we  have  had  nothing  in  the  way  of 
epidemics  ;  no  small  pox,  yellow  fever,  scarletina,  cholera, 
and  comparatively  few  cases  of  measles,  whooping  cough  or 
mumps.  The  number  of  deaths  in  the  county  during  the 
year  cannot  be  ascertained. 

As  to  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  county,  especially  in 
the  towns,  I  am  compelled  to  report,  very  unfavorable.  The 
municipal  boards  give  no  attention  to  sanitation  whatever, 
and  the  law  vesting  the  right,  as  it  does,  in  the  municipal 
boards  regarding  sanitation,  should  be  changed  and  the 
whole  right  and  power  vested  in  the  Chief  Health  Officer. 
As  it  is,  the  Chief  Health  Officer  can  only  advise,  which,  ac- 
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cording  to  my  observation  and  experience,  accomplishes 
very  little. 

The  sanitary  condition  of  the  poorhouse  of  this  county  is 
anything  but  what  it  should  be.  The  houses  are  ordinary 
"box  houses,"  cold,  poorly  lighted  and  ventilated.  The 
keeper  is  allowed  only  $4.00  per  month  for  the  board,  nurs- 
ing and  washing  for  an  inmate,  which  is  altogether  insuffi- 
cient to  even  supply  the  necessaries  of  life. 

I  have  tried  to  get  a  list  of  the  births  that  have  occurred 
in  the  county  during  the  year,  but  have  failed  to  get  any- 
thing reliabel,  hence  I  am  unable  to  make  any  report  regard- 
ing them. 


AMITE  COUNTY. 

REPORT  OF  DR.  C  H.  BATES,  CHIEF  HEALTH  OFFICER. 

I  have  the  honor  of  transmitting  to  you  my  annual  report 
lor  Amite  County,  ending  September  30th,  A.  D.,  1891. 

We  have  in  the  county  18,234  inhabitants.  Among  the 
inhabitants  we  have  not  had  more  than  50  per  cent,  of  our 
usual  amount  of  sickness.  With  the  exception  of  "la  grippe" 
which  became  almost  universal  about  the  22d  day  of  Decem- 
ber, we  have  had  an  unusually  healthy  year,  and  from  the 
report  of  our  physicians  the  mortality  does  not  exceed  eight 
per  thousand. 

We  had  our  greatest  amount  of  sickness  during  the  months 
of  December  and  February,  which^was  caused  by  "la  grippe" 
with  its  associated  complications. 

Of  the  diseases  less  prevalent  this  year  than  usual  are 
those  of  remittent  fever,  intermittent  fever  and  flux.  It  is  a 
notable  fact  that  these  two  fevers  have  been  decreasing  year 
by  year  for  a  number  of  years,  and  it  is  perhaps  due  to  the 
progressive  opening  up  of  the  country,  giving  thusly  a  more 
perfect  drainage  to  the  dens  of  malaria.  For  the  decrease 
in  flux  we  do  not  even  advance  a  reason,  suffice  it  to  say 
that  all  conditions  were  favorable  for  its  production — a 
heated  fall  attended  by  long  drought — but  we  had  only  a 
few  scattering  cases  and  they  were  usually  of  a    mild   form. 

We  still  report  the  existence  of  typhoid  fever,  but  do  not 
think  there  has  been  as  many  cases  this  year  as  last. 

We  had  two  cyclones  to  pass  through  the  county  on  the 
6th  of  July,  one  passing  through  the  center  of  the  county 
while  the  other  passed  through  eleven  miles  west.  Both 
were  destructive  in  their  paths  of  travel,  blowing  down 
houses  of  all  kinds  and  even  carried  some  portions  of  houses 
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for  a  long  distance  in  their  current.  We  only  heard  of  two 
persons  being  killed  and  several  wounded. 

We  have  no  public  houses  in  the  county  except  the  court- 
house, county  jail,  poor  house  and  some  public  school  houses. 
The  county  poor  house  has  been  recently  repaired  but  is 
not  used  by  the  county  for  the  purpose  of  keeping  the  poor 
in,  as  the  board  of  supervisors  think  they  can  be  better  cared 
for  and  more  economically  kept  by  letting  them  remain  in 
private  familes  throughout  the  county,  the  county  paying 
the  expense  of  trouble. 

I  have  examined  the  county  jail;  it  is  nicely  kept  and  its 
inner  walls  have  been  whitewashed.  It  is  well  ventilated 
but  not  heated,  and  is  therefore  very  disagreeable  to  prison- 
ers during  the  winter  months.  We  have  had  confined  in  the 
jail  thirty-five  prisoners  since  my  last  report.  There  has 
not  been  any  sickness  of  any  consequence  among  the  pris- 
oners, and  no  deaths. 

We  do  not  know  of  any  diseases  contracted  from  animals 
in  the  county  or  from  impure  milk,  nor  of  any  accidents 
occurring  from  kerosine  oil,  petroleum,  gasoline  or  other 
products  of  petroleum. 

The  natural  source  of  our  water  for  drinking  and  culinary 
purposes  is  derived  from  wells  and  is  perfectly  healthy. 

The  county  has  very  much  improved  the  sanitary  condi- 
tion of  the  public  school  houses.  As  a  rule  they  are  well 
ventilated,  lighted  and  heated  by  means  of  stoves  or  chim- 
neys. Our  county  has  taken  a  great  interest  in  education 
for  the  last  few  years  and  suitable  school  houses  have  been 
built. 

I  am  sorry  I  cannot  give  a  complete  registration  of  births. 
Physicians  fail  to  report  the  same,  therefore  it  is  impossible 
for  me  to  give  or  even  approximate  the  births  in  the  county. 
I  hope  the  State  Board  of  Health  will  ask  the  next  Legisla- 
ture for  the  passage  of  a  law  to  have  all  the  births  and  deaths 
reported. 


CLAY  COUNTY. 

REPORT    OF    DR.    B.  A.  DUNCAN,  CHIEF    HEALTH    OFFICER. 

In  compliance  with  instructions  emanating  from  the 
State  Board  of  Health,  I  hereby  submit  my  report,  which 
though  short,  yet  embraces,  I  think,  everything  of  import- 
ance connected  with  the  duties  of  my  office. 

The  population  of  Clay  county  is  about  twenty  thousand, 
As  to  the  number  of  deaths  in  the  county  I  have  but  limited 
means  of  knowing  as  we  have  no  County  Medicine  Society. 
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This  in  my  opinion  is  a  lamentable  fact,  in  the  majority  of 
counties  in  our  own  State  if  not  in  most  counties  of  every 
State  in  the  Union  ;  but  I  am  assured  by  consultation  with 
the  physicians  in  our  various  neighborhoods,  that  we  have 
had  unusually  poor  health.  Contagious  diseases — some  of 
these,  like  the  poor  who  are  always  with  us,  viz  :  Hooping- 
cough,  measels,  itch  and  their  kind. 

The  death  rate  has  been  very  satisfactory,  to  the  physic- 
ians if  not  to  the  patients.  Whether  you  shall  ascribe  that  to 
the  skill  of  our  doctors  or  to  the  extreme  pleasant  and  dry 
weather,  or  the  seasons,  might  be  a  matter  of  discussion,  but 
at  any  rate  we  will  give  it  to  the  M.  D.,  for  you  know  their 
praise  is  but  little  and  very  much  needed.  Now  as  for  our 
little  city,  we  have  more  and  better  data  to  guide  us.  Our 
population,  we  think,  is  about  thirty-five  hundred;  the 
deaths  from  all  causes  is  twenty-four,  as  from  our  mortuary 
report,  viz : 

Catarrah  f,  2  ;  enteritis,  4  ;  pneumonia,  3 ;  senility,  1 ; 
heart  disease,  1  ;  peritonitis,  1  ;  congestion,  brain,  1;  intes- 
tinal obstructions,  2  ;  gastro-entro-collitis,  1  ;  tetanus,  1 ; 
entro-collitis,  complicated  with  bronchitis,  1 ;  consumption 
of  lungs  and  bowels,  1 ;  meningitis  convulsions,  1  ;  hemi- 
plejia,  1 ;    plexo-pneumonia,  1. 

The  births  from  our  city  record  only  show  17,  but  it 
should  perhaps  show  30  or  more,  because  in  a  town  like  ours 
where  there  is  so  great  a  proportion  of  the  colored  popula- 
tion, they  having  their  "  old  grannies  "  who  do  their  work 
for  good  or  bad;  at  any  rate,  it  is  never  reported  they  fear- 
ing that  our  grand  jury  might  get  after  them  for  practicing 
without  license.  How  shall  we  remedy  this  evil,  for 
it  exists  in  other  cities,  towns  and  neighborhoods  in  the 
State?  This  I  think  is  a  question  that  could,  with  benefit, 
be  brought  before  the  attention  of  the  next  State  Medical 
Association.  I  am  informed  by  Dr.  C.  C.  Brothers,  our 
city  health  officer,  that  our  jail  and  surroundings  are  being 
kept  in  a  fair  sanitary  condition.  Our  houses  of  public 
entertainment  are  sufficiently  well  ventilated  and  provided 
with  fire  escapes,  for  any  ordinary  emergency.  He  also  tells 
me  that  our  public  school  buildings  for  both  white  and  col- 
ored are  kept  in  such  a  condition  that  we  would  not  be 
afraid  to  have  them  examined  and  compared  with  any  in 
the  State.  The  number  of  inmates  that  have  been  in  jail  is 
93  for  the  year;  cases  of  sickness  and  deaths,  1  ;  and  that 
case  was  brought  in  a  mattress  from^the  country  12  miles 
distant.  Our  poor  house  is  in  fair  condition  witji  a  matron 
who  understands  and  endeavors  to  discharge  her  duties. 
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COPIAH  COUNTY. 

REPORT    OF    DR.    G.    W.    PURNELL,    CHIEF    HEALTH    OFFICER. 

I  will  endeavor  to  answer  the  questions  embraced  in  your 
circular  of  recent  reception,  seriatim,  and  as  fully  and  satis- 
factorily as  possible. 

From  the  fact  that  no  register  of  births  and  deaths  is  kept, 
possessing  no  statistics  or  data  from  which  to  compile  or 
even  approximate  a  full  report  of  these,  and  from  the  fur- 
ther fact  that  the  physicians  of  our  county  keep  no  record 
of  such  events,  my  inability  to  answer  some  questions  pro- 
pounded in  your  memorandum,  and  my  ignorance  of  others, 
should  be  condoned. 

The  number  of  inhabitants  of  Copiah  county  is,  at  this 
date,  about  thirty  thousand  and  five  hundred  (30,500)  souls. 

The  number  of  deaths  in  our  county  for  the  past  year  can- 
not be  approximately  given. 

The  amount  of  sickness  from  all  causes  during  the  year 
has  been  less  than  during  previous  years. 

The  death  rate  has  been  below  that  of  previous  years. 

La  grippe  and  measles  were  more  prevalent  during  the 
year,  and  especially  from  the  former  were  the  number  of 
deaths  increased  during  its  prevalence  For  this  prevalence 
and  severity  I  can  assign  no  cause.  Malarial  diseases  of  all 
kinds  were  less  prevalent  than  during  past  years,  which  I 
attribute  to  the  dry,  good  weather,  amounting  in  the  end  to 
quite  a  severe  drought,  which  prevailed  during  the  hot  sum- 
mer months,  extending  into  the  fall,  when  malarial  diseases 
of  all  kinds  are  wont  to  prevail. 

The  cause  of  the  high  death  rate  from  la  grippe  I  think 
is  due  to  the  fact  that,  in  its  incipiency,  many  cases  were 
neglected ;  also,  some,  either  predisposed  to,  or  actually 
suffering  from,  pulmonary  troubles,  especially  those  ad- 
vanced in  years,  were  physically  unable  to  withstand  the 
force  and  prostrating  onslaught  of  this  terrible  disease,  and 
succumbed. 

Less  than  usual  mortality  was  attained  from  malarial  dis- 
eases and  from  typhoid  fever,  due  to  the  fact  of  their  pre- 
vailing to  a  less  degree,  and  their  exceptional  mildness. 

Our  highest  death  rate  was  reached  during  the  months  of 
January,  February  and  March.  From  May  until  December 
we  were  unusually  blessed  with  a  low  rate  of  mortality. 

No  disease  of  an  unusual  occurrence  prevailed  in  our  lo- 
cality. 

Typhoid  fever,  and  measles  to  a  great  extent,  appeared  in 
certain  portions  of  our  county,  mild  in  form. 

I  have  been  unable  to   learn  of  a  case  of  yellow  fever, 
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small  pox,  cholera,  scarlet  fever,  whooping  cough,  (although 
this  disease  probably  occurred),  cerebro-spinal  meningitis, 
or  diphtheria  occurring  during  the  past  year  in  our  county. 
Measles  broke  out  in  our  public  school  in  Hazlehurst,  and 
was  communicated  from  scholar  to  scholar,  demanding  a 
short  suspension  of  the  school,  and  thus  a  large  section  of 
our  county  was  inoculated. 

I  know  of  no  diseases  occurring  among  animals,  except 
those  incident  to  carelessness  and  lack   of  proper  attention. 

I  am  totally  unable  to  give  a  statement  of  the  metereo- 
logical  condition  during  the  past  year ;  neither  can  I  give 
any  facts  bearing  upon  the  causation  or  communicability  of 
diseases. 

I  know  of  no  accidents  occurring  from  the  use  of  petro- 
leum, kerosene  oil,  gasoline,  or  other  products  of  petroleum. 
Accidents  of  this  kind,  unless  fatal  in  their  character,  are 
seldom  known  beyond  the  immediate  locality  of  their  oc- 
currence. 

I  know  of  no  unsanitary  condition  being  present  in  our 
county. 

Slaughter  houses,  market  houses  and  butcher  stalls,  as 
far  as  they  have  come  under  my  observation,  are  kept  in  a 
clean  and  sanitary  condition. 

Water  for  drinking  and  culinary  purposes  is  generally 
obtained  from  wells,  although  in  towns  cisterns  are  daily 
becoming  more  in  use.  The  operatives  in  the  Mississippi 
Mills,  located  at^Wesson,  many  hundreds  in  number,  are  sup- 
plied with  drinking  water  from  a  clear  running  creek.  This 
water,  as  is  that  of  our  whole  county,  as  a  rule,  is  pure  and 
wholesome. 

No  special  prevalence  of  disease  has  been  noticed  in  con- 
nection with  the  use  of  water  from  any  source. 

The  contraction  of  disease  from  impure  milk  has  in  no 
instance  come  to  my  knowledge. 

Each  of  the  three  towns  in  our  county  boasts  of  one  or 
more  public  halls  or  theatres.  Faler  Hall  at  Hazlehurst, 
Kendall  Hall  at  Crystal  Springs,  Sexton's  Hall  and  Rowan's 
Hall  at  Wesson,  constitute  about  the  number.  Some  of  these 
are  well  ventilated,  others  not  so  well  so,  and  none  are  pro- 
vided with  fire  escapes. 

The  school  houses  in  our  towns  are  fine  specimens  of 
architectural  skill,  and  are  in  excellent  sanitary  condition, 
being  well  ventilated,  heated  and  lighted.  Those  in  the 
country  as  a  rule  are  rather  more  primitive  in  their  con- 
struction, rather  poorly  heated,  generally  well  lighted,  but 
blessed  with  a  superabundance  of  ventilation.  But  the  im- 
poverished condition  of  our  farmers  render  a  higher  or 
more  modern  style  of  architecture  unattainable. 
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I  have  frequently  examined  our  county  jail,  and  found  it 
always  both  properly  heated  and  ventilated.  Its  sanitary 
condition  is  most  excellent,  better  than  the  average  private 
home.  The  total  number  of  prisoners  confined  therein  dur- 
ing the  year  is  about  one  hundred  and  sixty.  Some  of  these 
were  inmates  only  a  few  hours,  others  from  a  few  days  to 
several  months.  The  number  of  cases  of  sickness  has  not 
exceeded  eight.  The  disease  most  common  has  been  syphi- 
lis.    There  has  not  occurred  a  death. 

The  sanitary  condition  of  our  poor  house  is  also  good. 
The  number  of  inmates  has  been  eighteen.  The  number  of 
cases  of  sickness  has  been  eight.  The  diseases  have  been 
rheumatism  and  general  debility,  resulting  from  broken 
down  constitutions  and  old  age,  as  every  inmate  is  either  a 
cripple,  broken  down  by  age  and  poverty,  or  mentally  un- 
sound. The  total  number  of  deaths  during  the  year 
amounted  to  six;  the  cause  generally  being  from  debility 
and  extreme  prostration ;  one  from  paralysis. 

The  only  other  public  building  in  our  county  is  our  court 
house,  which  is  in  good  sanitary  condition. 

I  am  totally  unable  to  give  even  an  approximate  number 
of  deaths  and  births. 

The  lack  of  any  source  from  which  to  derive  information 
of  the  number  of  births,  deaths  and  accidents  is  indeed  de- 
plorable, and  can  only  in  my  opinion  be  remedied  by  judi- 
cious legislation  bearing  on  this  important  subject,  which 
will  tend  to  keep  us  abreast  with  other  States,  where  the 
strong  arm  of  the  law  compels  obedience  to  its  demands. 


DeSOTO  COUNTY. 

REPORT  OF  DR.  T.  M.  JONES,  CHIEF  HEALTH  OFFICER. 

In  submitting  the  following,  as  health  officer  of  DeSoto 
county,  to  your  esteemed  and  honorable  body,  I  would  pre- 
face by  stating  that  my  report  can  only  become  interesting 
merely  as  an  integral  factor  on  the  negative  side  of  the 
question,  to  establish  the  fact  that  there  has  been  nothing 
new  or  startling  in  my  field  of  investigation.  I  havo  laid 
bare  no  concealed  truths  or  grand  phenomena  that  concern 
the  sanitarian  or  medicine  man,  that  have  not  already  been 
ascertained  or  explained  by  my  predecessors  in  the  fields  of 
investigation.  I  hold,  however,  that  no  news  can  possibly 
be  bad  news,  and  be  a  health  officer's  report  never  so  trite 
and  common-place,  it  is  as  much  his  imperative  duty  to  re- 
port to  headquarters  at  your  appointed  periods  as  if  he  had 
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immortalized  himself  with  unprecedented  success  and  grand 
discoveries  of  new  truths.     I  regret  to  find  in  your  compiled 
reports  and  published  minutes  that  some  of  your  appointed 
chief  health  officers  of  counties   in   the  State    have   so    con- 
strued the  functions  of  their  office  as  to  mean,    unless    they 
have  something  out  of  the  regular  line,  to   make    no    report 
at  all.     I  take  it  that  if  each  successive  report  for  ten   years 
should  be  verbatim  et  literatum   as  recording  the   facts,    it 
teaches  us  by  the  preponderance  of  recorded   evidence   that 
the  cause  for  certain  morbid  conditions  of  the  inhabitants  of 
those  particular  localities  continue  to  exist  and  persist, which 
enables  us  to  know  or  try  to  find  out  with  what  weapons  to 
arm  ourselves  to  meet  the  foe.     As  you  know  I  am    located 
in  the  center  of  a  county  in  the  extreme  northern  border  of 
our  State,  the  confines  of  which  on  the   east   and  south   are 
surrounded  by  Cold  Water  River  bottom ;    on  the   west   by 
the  Mississippi  River  bottom,  and  on  the  north  by  the  State 
of  Tennessee.     I  deal  with  this  much    geography   that    you 
may  judge  from  the  topography   that  in    this    latitude    we 
would  necessarily  infer  from  a  thermal  point  of  view,    that 
when    the   thermometer    rises    above    78  degrees  fah.    and 
remains  there  and  above  for  some  length  of  time,  one  of  the 
leading  features  in  all  our  diseases  would  necessarily    be    a 
malarial  element — such  for  the  past  twenty -three   or   four 
years,    since    which    my    observations    began   from  a  pro- 
fessional standpoint — has  been  the  facts.     But  for  the   past 
ten  years,  strange  to  say,  there  has  been  a  gradual  diminu- 
tion of  this  potent  factor  that  now  the  phases  of  our  diseases 
have  undergone  almost  an  entire  change.     And   whereas  in 
former  years  nine-tenths  of  all  our   diseases    were   malarial 
in  character,  now  I  think  I  may  safely  say  that   this    is    not 
the  predominant  feature  or  prime  cause   in    three-tenths   of 
the  cases  we  have  to  contend  with.     Indeed,  during  the  past 
summer,  except  from  imported  cases,  I  don't  think  we    had 
more  than  one-tenth  the  amount  of  malarial  types  of  disease 
I  had  to  contend  with  during  the  summer  when  I  began  the 
practice  twenty-three  years  ago,  and  there  was  not   exceed- 
ing one-half  the  amount  of  sickness,  all  told,  as  I  found  when 
I  settled  here,  and  there  was,  perhaps,  in  my  immediate  sec- 
tion of  the  county,  thirty  per  cent,  less  work  to  be  done  than 
in  1889,  and  fifteen  per  cent,  less  than  in  1890.     I  am  able  to 
assert  this  from  my  own  books,  taking  the  very  same  fami- 
lies and  equally  as  many,  if  not  a  greater  number,  of  families 
than  I  practiced  for  three  years  ago,  at  the  same  rate  of  tariff, 
yields  30  per  cent,  less  remuneration   as    charged.     My    ob- 
servation is  that  while  we  have  decidedly    a   fewer  number 
of  cases  with  a  given  rate  of  population,  the  phases    of  dis- 
ease have  taken  on  the  adina'mic   form  and  are    more   pro- 
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tracted  and  obstinate,  if  not  more  fatal,  than  when  we  had 
to  contend  with  a  greater  number  of  acute  types  of  disease. 
Twenty  years  ago,  I  am  of  the  opinion,  that  sixteen  to  the 
thousand  would  not  have  exceeded  our  death  rate,  and  that 
rate  has  gradually  diminished  until  now.  With  the  very  best 
statistics  of  the  county  I  can  gather,  our  mortuary  list  will 
scarcely  reach  ten  to  the  thousand,  and  at  about  the  rates  of 
five-eights  of  this  fatality  belongs  to  or  falls  on  the  colored 
race.  One  explanation  I  would  offer  as  a  reason  for  the 
relative  numerical  relation  of  the  whites  and  blacks  not  be- 
ing disturbed  in  favor  of  an  increased  proportionate  number 
of  whites :  while  the  exodus  and  death  rate  of  the  negro 
is  more  than  three  times  that  of  the  whites,  they  are  just 
about  twice  as  prolific  as  the  whites.  If,  however,  only  those 
who  are  legitimately  born  should  be  counted,  they  would 
fall  short  of  an  equal  number  of  good  citizens. 

The  population  of  DeSoto  is  between  twenty-five  and  thirty 
thousand,  with  a  death  rate,  as  near  as  I  can  approximate 
with  all  and  the  best  information  I  can  gather,  for  the  past 
twelve  months  ending  the  first  of  December,  about  two 
hundred  an  seventy-five  deaths,  and  about  three  hundred 
and  twenty-five  births.  My  information  in  relation  to  the 
births  is  not  as  authentic  or  accurate  as  that  to  substantiate 
the  mortuary  list.  I  regret  that  we  have  no  law  or  incentive 
sufficiently  strong  to  make  us  know  the  exact  number  of 
births  in  our  respective  counties.  I  believe  it  would  pay  the 
State  to  pass  a  law,  say  to  remunerate  each  party  that  re- 
ported a  birth  $1.00,  or  some  other  stipulated  amount,  that 
would  induce  parties  to  record  the  facts.  It  does  seem  that 
if  we  could  afford  to  pay  §2.50  for  each  wolf  scalp  we  might 
afford  to  pay  the  parent  who  had  taken  on  the  responsibility 
of  another  "heir"  one  dollar,  that  we  might  acquire  this  val- 
uable information.  Wolves  were  never  known  to  be  cause  of 
the  downfall  of  any  government,  and  we  all  know  that  in- 
fanticide, by  the  processes  of  abortion,  have  not  only  caused 
the  moral  decay  but  the  vigor  and  sovereignty  of  the  most 
stable  governments.  My  observation  teaches  me  that  there 
are  not  one-half  the  number  of  fetuses  that  live  to  see  the  light 
of  day  as  was  the  case  thirty  years  ago.  I  believe  if  there 
is  not  a  law  made  to  protect  the  unborn,  in  the  course  of 
time  this  will  be  one  of  the  moral  causes  that  will  eat  out 
the  very  vitals  of  our  glorious  republic. 

In  the  month  of  May  there  was  a  case  of  scarlet  fever  oc- 
curred in  the  family  of  one  of  my  patrons  in  the  village ;  I 
promptly  isolated  the  family,  hung  out  the  yellow  flag,  and 
took  every  precaution  possible  to  protect  the  community, 
which  we  succeded  in  doing.  The  case  was  imported  from 
an  adjoining   county;  proved  to  be  of  a  mild  type  except  in 
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one  case  out  of  five — the  mother  and  all  four  children  had 
the  disease,  and  I  am  glad  to  announce  all  made  good  recov- 
eries and  no  others  contracted  the  disease  outside  of  the 
family.  The  father  was  discreet  and  sensible,  and  aided  in 
every  way  to  protect  the  community.  We  have  had  no  yel- 
low fever,  small  pox,  cholera,  or  cerebro-spinal  meningetis. 

We  have,  however,  had  an  epidemic  of  measles,  in  a  mild 
form ;  likewise  whooping  cough,  and  an  unusually  large 
number  of  what  I  am  pleased  to  denominate  typho-malarial 
fever,  which  in  some  instances  has  proven  fatal.  I  believe 
this  fever  was  very  well  named  by  Dr.  Woodward,  and  is 
very  often  accompanied  by  a  malarial  element,  instead  of 
of  being  a  true  enteric  or  ride-and-staked  typhoid  fever,  and 
I  likewise  hold  that  when  we  succeed  in  dispelling  the  malaria 
entirely  from  our  climate,  the  fever  will  expend  itself  more 
on  the  intestinal  glands,  and  can  be  declared  the  true  typhoid. 
I  note  that  it  more  nearly  resembles  that  type  each  season  ; 
and  as  malarial  attacks  grow  less  frequent,  it  becomes  more 
frequent  and   will  eventually  supplant  the  other  altogether. 

The  Russian  Influenza,  or  "La  Grippe,"  has  prevailed 
with  us  twice  in  epidemic  form  in  tho  last  eighteen  months, 
and  while  there  were  only  five  deaths  in  the  county  that  I 
have  learned  of  (two  of  whom  were  in  my  own  practice),  I 
think  in  many  instances  it  left  sequallae  that  in  some  in- 
stances, perhaps,  the  balance  of  a  lifetime  will  not  eradicate. 
The  two  cases  that  died  in  my  practice  took  on  the  catarrhal 
and  hypusthetic  condition  of  the  nervous  system. 

I  am  the  physician  in  charge  of  the  poor  house,  and  keep 
it  in  as  sanitary  condition  as  the  appropriations  will 
permit.  Likewise  of  the  jail,  which  is  well  ventilated,  but 
not  properly  heated,  to  whxch  I  have  called  the  attention  of 
the  Board  of  Supervisors  and  grand  jury  at  each  successive 
term  of  court. 

I  think  that  our  water  sources  are  the  most  fruitful  of  our 
type  of  malarial  fevers,  and  have  demonstrated,  by  arresting 
the  disease  in  families  by  having  the  water  boiled  and  then 
cooled,  before  being  used. 


JASPER  COUNTY. 

REPORT  OF  DR.  C  W.  BUFKIN,  CHIEF  HEALTH  OFFICER. 

This  county  has  about  15,000  inhabitants. 

The  general  health  during  this  year  has  been  remarkably 
good — less  sickness  in  the  county  than  has  been  for  several 
years.     The  number  of  deaths  during  the  year  has  been  far 
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less  than  during  last  year.  During  the  early  spring  months 
lagrippe  prevailed  throughout  the  county  with  only  a  small 
death  rate.  During  May  and  June  there  appeared  in  certain 
localities  a  malignant  type  of  dysentery,  but  the  disease  was 
confined  to  only  a  limited  number  of  families,  and  as  a  result 
very  few  deaths.  During  the  summer  there  was  some  cases 
of  fever  of  a  very  mild  form,  easily  controlled  by  proper 
treatment.  During  the  past  three  months  there  has  been  no 
sickness  scarcely  in  the  county;  less  malaria  than  I  have 
witnessed  in  ten  years;  only  a  few  cases  of  typhoid  fever. 
There  has  not  been  a  single  case  of  diphtheria,  scarlet  fever, 
crebro-spinal  meningitis,  cholera,  yellow  fever  nor  small  pox 
in  the  county.  A  few  cases  of  meiisles  and  whooping  cough 
appeared  among  the  children,  but  not  sufficiently  prevalent 
to  make  special  mention.  I  know  of  no  case  of  sickness, 
infectious,  or  contagious,  having]been  contracted  at  the  pub- 
lic schools. 

No  accidents  from  the  use  of  kerosene  oil  or  its  kindred 
products. 

During  the  spring  months  when  lagrippe  was  prevailing, 
perhaps  about  50  per  cent,  of  the  horses  of  this  county  suf- 
fered with  distemper,  but  only  a  few  died  ;  no  case  of  per- 
sons contracting  disease  from  animals.  I  regard  this  county 
in  a  very  good  sanitary  condition;  the  supply  of  water  is 
abundant,  pure  and  healthy,  obtained  from  springs  and  wells, 
and  no  case  of  sickness  reported  attributable  to  the  use  of 
impure  drinking  water. 

The  public  school  buildings  are  in  a  very  good  sanitary 
condition.  The  county  jail  is  in  splendid  order.  There  has 
been  but  one  prisoner  confined  in  the  jail  during  the  year. 
Other  prisoners  kept  in  jail  for  a  few  days  only,  and  there 
has  not  been  any  sickness  among  the  prisoners  worthy  of 
mention;  no  deaths.  The  sanitary  condition  of  the  court- 
house and  the  poor-house  is  good  ;  the  poor-house  has  only 
seven  inmates  ;  there  has  been  no  deaths  among  them,  and 
not  a  single  case  of  serious  sickness  during  the  year. 

I  regret  to  state  that  I  find  it  to  be  an  utter  impossibility 
for  me  to  furnish  you  with  a  record  of  births  and  deaths  that 
have  occurred  in  this  county  during  the  year  on  account  of 
the  carelessness  of  physicians  in  keeping  a  record,  and  the 
many  cases  attended  by  midwives  that  no  report  or  mention 
is  made. 


JEFFEESON    COUNTY. 

REPORT    OF    DR.    A.    K.    M'NAIR,    CHIEF    HEALTH    OFFICER. 

I  herewith  submit  my  annual  report  as  Chief  Health  Offi- 
cer of  Jefferson  county. 
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Jefferson  county  is  situated  in  the  southwestern  part  of 
the  State,  and  has  eighteen  thousand  nine  hundred  and  forty- 
seven  inhabitants. 

The  death  rate  has  been  exceedingly  small,  not  exceeding 
one-half  of  one  per  cent,  among  the  white,  and  three-fourths 
of  one  per  cent,  among  the  colored  population. 

Sickness  has  been  less  among  all  classes  than  for  five 
years  previous.  It  has  been  of  a  mild  character.  The  two 
most  fatal  diseases,  viz  :  pneumonia  and  typhoid  fever,  have 
been  less  frequent  and  less  fatal.  Continued  fever  has  pre- 
vailed to  a  considerable  extent,  but  has  in  all  cases  ended  in 
recovery.  This  fever  wjth  us  has  no  resemblance  of  ty- 
phoid fever,  except  its  continuance. 

During  the  first  three  months  of  the  year  we  had  more 
pneumonia  than  all  the  other  months  of  the  year.  In  June, 
July  and  August  malarial  fever  prevailed  to  some  extent, 
but  was  easily  controlled  with  the  proper  remedies.  No 
case  of  malarial  hematuria  has  occurred  in  the  eastern  or 
middle  districts,  and  but  few  down  on  the  Mississippi  river. 
This  disease  has  been  less  frequent  than  for  ten  years  pre- 
vious. 

No  epidemic  of  contagious  diseases  has  prevailed  to  much 
extent;  only  a  few  cases  of  measles  and  whooping  cough; 
no  scarlet  fever ;  no  small  pox ;  no  meningitis.  Dysentery 
has  been  present  in  a  sporadic  character,  but  no  epidemic ; 
it  was  easily  controlled. 

The  public  schools  have  been  attended  by  a  good  portion 
of  the  children  of  both  races.  They  have  not  spread  any 
contagious  diseases.  The  public  school  buildings  are  not 
well  constructed.  They  are  too  small,  not  properly  ceiled, 
heated,  or  lighted. 

I  have  visited  the  county  jail  and  found  it  in  a  good  sani- 
tary condition.  Forty-nine  prisoners  have  been  confined  in 
it  during  the  year.     No  sickness  or  deaths. 

The  county  poor-house  is  well  kept  and  the  inmates  well 
cared  for.  There  were  sixteen  admissions  and  three  deaths 
— one  from  tuberculosis,  one  from  epilepsy  and  one  from 
chronic  diarrhoea;  but  little  sickness  among  the  inmates. 

The  county  jail  and  county  poor-house  are  the  onlj-  public 
buildings  in  the  county,  except  the  Armory  Hall  in  Fayette. 
This  is  in  a  safe  condition,  being  newly  built. 

The  water  supply  for  drinking  and  culinary  purposes  is 
obtained  from  springs  and  wells  in  the  eastern  part  of  the 
county,  and  from  cisterns  in  the  middle  and  western  dis- 
tricts. I  will  say  in  this  connection  that  typhoid  fever  pre- 
vails to  a  greater  extent  in  the  districts  where  spring  and 
well  water  is  used,  than  where  cistern  water  is  used. 

"We  have  had  no  diseases  among  animals  except  a  distem- 
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per  among  horses,  which  affected  the  air  passages.  This 
was  of  a  mild  type.  In  no  case  has  any  disease  been  com- 
municated from  an  animal  to  man.  We  have  had  some  cases 
of  rabies  among  the  dogs  and  they  have  bitten  other  ani- 
mals and  communicated  the  disease.  In  one  instance  a  cow 
was  bitten  on  my  premises  and  the  disease  was  communica- 
ted and  rabies  was  developed  in  twenty-eight  days.  The 
cow  had  to  be  killed. 

I  am  not  able  to  give  the  number  of  births  or  deaths,  for 
the  reason  that  no  record  has  been  kept  of  either,  but  will 
say  from  personal  observation  that  the  colored  women  give 
birth  to  twenty-five  per  cent,  more  children  than  white 
in  my  county. 

No  accidents  from  coal  oil  or  kerosene  have  occurred. 

The  meterieological  condition  for  the  present  year  has  been 
about  as  follows :  January,  February  and  March  were 
warm  and  wet:  The  next  quarter  dry  and  cool,  except 
April,  which  was  wet.  The  rainfall  during  the  summer  was 
about  a  medium  character.  September,  October  and  No- 
vember were  unusually  dry  j  only  one  shower  of  rain  dur- 
ing this  time,  which  fell  on  the  16th  of  September.  The 
last  half  of  November  was  cold  and  wet,  rain  falling  in 
abundance.  December  has  been  cold  during  the  first  half, 
and  warm  and  wet  during  the  last  ten  days. 


JONES    COUNTY. 

REPORT    OF    DR.  S.  0.  SMITH,    CHIEF    HEALTH    OFFICER. 

The  list  of  questions  sent  to  be  answered  by  county 
health  officers  I  misplaced  some  way  and  it  can  not  be  found. 
I  was  very  busy  at  the  time  I  received  them,  hence  my  delay 
I  will  state  however  the  sanitary  condition  of  my  county  is 
good;  there  has  been  no  undue  prevalance  of  any  disease;  no 
epidemics  or  endemic  disease  has  invaded  our  county  since 
last  report.  There  has  been  some  typhoid  fever  and  pseudo- 
membraneous  croup,  but  not  due  to  any  surrounding 
unsanitary  condition.  Typhoid  in  most  cases  was  con- 
tracted elswhere  and  developed  after  moving  into  our 
county,  at  least  that  is  the  history  as  near  as  can  be  ascer- 
tained. Croup,  of  course,  I  think  is  caused  from  atmos- 
pherical changes,  etc.  If  you  can  get  a  general  idea  of  the 
condition  of  the  cojinty  from  the  above,  all  O.  K.,  if  not, 
if  you  will  forward  another  blank  I  will  give  it  my  immedi- 
ate attention. 
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LAFAYETTE    COUNTY. 

REPORT    OF    DR.  J.  T.    CHANDLER,    CHIEF    HEALTH    OFFICER. 

The  number  of  inhabitants  of  this  county  is  about  20,427. 
As  there  is  no  record  of  births  and  deaths  it  is  impossible 
for  me  to  approximate  the  number  of  either. 

There  was  less  sickness  this  year  than  we  have  had  for  a 
number  of  years,  and  there  have  been  fewer  deaths  than 
usual,  I  think  one-fourth  less. 

There  was  less  pneumonia  and  fewer  deaths  from  it  last 
winter  than  have  been  for  a  number  of  years.  I  suppose  it 
was  on  account  'of  the  mild  winter  we  had. 

In  the  months  of  June,  July  and  August  we  had  more 
sickness  than  at  any  other  time  ;  there  was  a  fever  that  pre- 
vailed in  several  localities  that  was  called  a  slow  fever,  of 
malarial  origin,  which  lasted  from  three  to  six  or  eight 
weeks;  the  most  of  them  terminated  favorably.  During  the 
same  months  there  was  some  typhoid  fever,  but  few  deaths 
resulted  from  it. 

There  was  less  diarrhoea  and  less  dysentery  last  summer 
than  usual.  I  think  it  was  owing  to  the  summer  months 
being  dry  and  not  very  hot. 

Have  had  no  yellow  fever  nor  scarlet  fever  or  any  other 
contagious  or  infectuous  disease,  until  about  two  weeks  ago 
the  measles  broke  out  in  two  neighborhoods;  it  was  con- 
tracted while  attending  Sam  Jones'  meeting  at  Grenada; 
no  deaths  have  resulted  from  it  that  I  have  heard  of;  children 
of  famalies  that  have  the  disease  are  being  kept  away  from 
the  schools  in  order  to  prevent  it  from  spreading. 

During  the  last  two  months  I  have  heard  and  known  of 
some  houses  that  seem  to  have  colds  (some  call  it  la  grippe.) 

I  know  of  no  accidents  caused  by  the  products  of  petroleum. 

The  sanitary  condition  of  this  county  is  good.  There  are 
no  local  causes  for  sickness  in  any  part  of  the  county.  The 
greater  part  of  the  county  is  high,  dry,  rolling  sand  hills ; 
the  people  in  the  country  use  pure  spring  or  well  water 
mostly  ;  in  the  towns  they  use  well  and  cistern  water.  Do 
not  know  of  a  single  case  of  sickness  that  was  caused  by 
impure  water  or  impure  milk  or  from  animals.  There  is  a 
city  hall  at  this  place  which  is  the  only  one  that  I  know  of 
in  this  county;  it  is  well  ventilated  but  not  provided  with 
fire  escapes. 

The  school  houses  in  the  county  are  not,  as  a  general 
thing,  in  a  good  sanitary  condition.  They  are  not  sufficiently 
large,  and  are  not  well  ventilated  nor  lighted. 

The  county  jail  is  in  a  good  sanitary  condition,  well  heated 
and  well  ventilated.     Don't  know  the  number  that  have  been 
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confined  in  it;  have  had  one  death  from  congestive  fever  (he 
was  the  keeper  of  the  jail);  that  I  think  is  the  only  acute 
case  that  has  heen  in  there  this  year ;  there  have  been  five  or 
six  chronic  cases. 

The  sanitary  condition  of  the  poor-house  is  good  ;  have 
had  from  eight  to  twelve  inmates;  there  have  been  two 
deaths  ;  one  was  a  tramp  who  could  not  speak  nor  write  a 
word  of  English,  consequently  but  little  could  be  learned 
about  him  ;  he  lived  but  a  few  days  after  going  there  ;  I  guess 
from  his  appearance  that  dissipation  and  exposure  caused  his 
death ;  the  other  was  a  negro  woman  who  had  been  there 
nearly  three  years — about  two  years  before  her  death  lapa- 
rotomy was  performed,  and  a  tumor  weighing  thirty-four 
pounds  was  removed  ;  she  seemed  to  do  well  for  a  year,  but 
for  six  months  before  she  died  there  seemed  to  be  a  general 
giving  away  of  the  whole  system,  without  any  fixed  disease, 
until  about  six  weeks  before  she  died  another  abdominal 
tumor  was  perceptible,  which  continued  to  grow  until  it 
killed  her.  The  other  sickness  there  is  rheumatism  and 
chronic  sore  legs. 

It  is  impossible  for  me  to  make  a  report  of  the  number  of 
births  and  deaths,  when  there  is  not  a  single  physician  in 
this  county  who  keeps  a  record  or  makes  any  report  to  me ; 
have  inquired  of  several  physicians,  and  not  one  of  them 
could  tell  me  the  number  of  births  or  deaths  he  had  in  his 
practice. 


LAUDEKDALE  COUNTY. 

REPORT    OF    DR.    M.    J.    THOMPSON,    CHIEF    HEALTH    OFFICER. 

In  this  my  annual  report,  it  gives  me  pleasure  to  state  that 
during  the  past  year  there  has  been  no  epidemic  of  fatal 
disease  in  the  county.  Whooping  cough,  measles  to  a  minor 
extent,  and  mumps,  have  made  their  appearance  at  times  in 
different  parts  of  the  county,  but  of  a  mild  and  easily  con- 
trolled character.  Typhoid  fever  ht.s  prevailed  to  some 
extent  throughout  the  county,  in  the  thin  as  well  as  thickly 
settled  portions  of  the  community.  Dj'sentery  has  also  from 
time  to  time  claimed  its  share  of  victims  from  among  the 
people,  but  at  no  time  has  proved  epidemic  in  its  character. 
In  fact  the  general  health  of  the  county  has  been  far  above 
the  average  during  the  past  twelve  months,  and  the  mortality 
from  disease  has  been  light. 

I  have  no  suggestions  to  make  beyond  the  fact  that  sala- 
ries of  county  health  officers  should  be  fixed  by  law. 
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LINCOLN  COUNTY. 

REPORT    OF    DR.    J.    H.    JOHNSON,    M.    D.,      CHIEF    HEALTH    OFFICER. 

In  accordance  with  instructions  of  the  State  Board  of 
Health,  I  submit  the  following  report  from  December,  1889, 
to  December,  1891  : 

The  population  of  Lincoln  county  per  census  1890,  is 
17,912;  the  death  rate  can  only  be  approximated  as  there  is 
no  record  of  deaths  kept  in  this  county  ;  a  conservative  esti- 
mate would  be  about  150. 

The  amount  of  sickness  this  year  has  been  considerably 
less  than  last  year,  except  during  the  winter  months  when 
"lagrippe"  prevailed  quite  extensively^;  but  with  the  excep- 
tion of  a  very  few  cases  all  recovered. 

The  past  summer  and  fall  (1891%  has  been  exceedingly 
healthy  all  over  the  county,  the  dry  weather  contributing  no 
little  (in  my  opinion)  to  the  general  good  health.  Have 
seen  one  case  of  diphtheria  and  two  were  reported. 

Eubeola  and  pistussis  have  prevailedjn  this  county  con- 
tinually for  the  past  two  years  up  to  January,  1891,  when  it 
seemed  to  have  ceased  entirely.  We  have  had  no  cases  of 
yellow  fever,  small-pox,  cholera,  scarlet  fever  or  cerebro- 
spinal meningitis  during  the  past  year. 

Eubeola  and  pertussis  was  spread  by  attendance  on  public 
school. 

From  March,  1890,  to  November,  1890,  a  disease  common- 
ly known  as  "Screw-worm"  prevailed  extensively  among 
stock  of  all  kind,  and  when  not  treated  promptly,  invariably 
produced  death. 

There  were  no  accidents  from  the  use  of  kerosine  or  other 
products  of  petroleum  in  this  county  during  the  year. 

Slaughter-houses  and  market-houses  are  all  in  sanitary 
condition — the  slaughter-house  being  removed  some  distance 
from  town 

Water  for  drinking  and  culinary  purposes  is  obtained  from 
bored  and  dug  wells,  cisterns  and  springs,  and  as  a  general 
rule  is  pure.  I  know  of  no  cases  of  disease  caused  from 
contaminated  water. 

The  school  houses  are  in  a  sanitary  condition  and  well 
lighted  and  heated  and  very  efficiently  ventilated. 

The  city  of  Brookhaven  has  completed  and  is  occupying 
an  elegant  and  commodious  brick  public  school-house  that 
is  an  ornament  to  the  town,  and  is  conducted  on  thoroughly 
modern  principles.  The  building  occupies  an  elevated  posi- 
tion and  is  well  lighted  and  heated  and  ventilation  good. 

I  have  examined  the  county  jail  and  find  it  in  better  sani- 
tary condition  than  it  has  been  for  years.     Disinfectants  are 
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used  constantly;  ventilation  is  good,  and  well  heated.  Total 
number  of  prisoners  from  December,  1889,  to  December, 
1891,  has  been  108.  This  includes  all  cases  for  minor  offen- 
ces, etc.,  also  three  lunatics.  There  has  been  very  little 
sickness  and  no  deaths. 

As  no  record  of  births,  deaths,  etc.,  is  kept  in  this  county 
I  am  unable  to  state  number,  etc. 

Through  the  kindnees  of  Mr.  B.  M.  Bee,  United  States 
Observer  at  this  place,  I  am  enabled  to  give  temperature 
and  rain-fall  at  this  place  (Brookhaven),  from  December, 
1889,  to  December,  1891 : 


Temp 
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c.  M. 
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i.  M. 
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87 
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54 
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35 
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29 
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56 
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42.9 
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.65 

71.43 

31 
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October : 

1890 

1891 

November : 

1890 

1891 


LOWNDES   COUNTY". 

REPORT   OF    DR.    B.    A.    VAUGHAN,    CHIEF    HEALTH    OFFICER. 

At  the  making  of  my  last  annual  report  "  la  grippe  "  and 
the  sequence  following  that  epidemic  were  the  principal 
disturbers  of  health  of  the  people  of  Lowndes  county,  and 
have  continued  so  to  be  up  to  this  present  writing ;  not  in 
the  form  of  epidemic  influenza,  but  of  various  nervous 
troubles,  difficult  to  diagnose,  as  well  as  difficult  to  treat. 

The  mortality  from  influenza  has  been  almost  nothing  as 
to  the  people  of  Lowndes  county,  as  the  sequence  of  this 
malady  has  been  in  a  small  percentage  only  pulmonic. 

Measles  and  whooping  -cough  prevailed  to  some  extent, 
and  are  now  exhausted  for  want  of  material,  as  both  dis- 
eases were  allowed  free  scope  in  the  way  of  opportunity  to 
spread,  despite  of  efforts  of  your  Health  Officer  to  impress 
the  people  with  the  fact  that  these  maladies  could  only  be 
stamped  out  by  isolation,  and  the  further  fact  of  the  liabil- 
ity of  some  of  the  cases  proving  fatal,  if  allowed  to  spread. 
I  am  pleased  at  being  able  to  report  that  but  few  deaths  oc- 
curred. 

Diphtheria  made  its  appearance  in  Columbus  during  the 
year.  The  first  case  was  not  reported  to  the  Health  Officer. 
It  died,  and  after  death,  measures  of  sanitation,  disinfection 
and  isolation  were  instituted  and  rigorously  enforced,  re- 
sulting in  limiting  the  disease  to  five  cases,  which,  consider- 
ing the  fact  that  the  cases  were  of  public  school  children, 
might,  I  think,  be  classed  as  good  sanitary  work. 

The  year*  1891  will,  I  think,  be  noted  as  one  of  the  re- 
markable years  as  to  seasons — winter  mild,  merging  into 
spring  with  continuous  rains,  reaching  far  into  the  summer  ; 
a  summer  remarkable  in  its  mean  temperature  and  the  ab- 
sence of  heated  terms ;  also  remarkable  for  the  variability 
of  the  temperature  range,  as  instanced  in  August,  when  the 
thermometer  went  down  into  the  forties,  and  the  people 
found  fires  comfortable.  Until  now — the  last  week  of  Sep- 
tember— the  heat,  dust  and   drought  is  so  oppressive,  that 
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disappointment  is  general  that  the  usual  equinoxial  disturb- 
ances did  not  come  upon  us  with  its  relief.  The  health  of 
the  people  seemed  but  little  disturbed  by  this  unseasonable 
weather,  except  bowel  affections  during  the  time  of  the  cold 
spell  in  August. 

Fevers  have  been  few,  especially  of  the  intermittent  and 
remittent  type.  Some  few  cases  of  typhoid  fever  have 
doubtless  been  seen  since  the  drought  set  in,  but  how  much  I 
am  unable  to  report,  as  the  people  generally,  and  the  practi- 
tioners of  medicine  especially,  fail  to  report,  or  classify  ty- 
phoid fever  as  a  "  contagious,  infections  or  dangerous  dis- 
ease." Because  of  the  general  disregard  of  the  doctors  and 
people,  of  the  statutes  of  the  State  as  to  reporting  "  infec- 
tious and  contagious  diseases,"  your  Health  Officer  is  unable 
to  report  with  that  accuracy  that  would  make  his  report  val- 
uable statistically. 

The  law  regulating  the  practice  of  medicine  is  equally 
disregarded.  Daily  violations  of  that  law  by  druggists, 
merchants,  clerks,  traveling  "  Medicine  Men,"  "  Diamond 
Kits,"  "  faith  curers,"  "  Chrisiian  scientists,"  "  voodo  incan- 
tors,"  "conjurors,"  as  well  as  every  colored  person  whose 
years  have  lengthened  to  a  period  presumed  to  have  brought 
wisdom,  occur. 

While  this  general  disregard  of  the  statutes  of  the  State 
enacted  to  protect  the  public  health  exists,  yet  there  has 
been  a  steady  improvement  in  the  public  mind  in  the  way 
of  recognition  of  the  laws  of  sanitation  and  hygiene,  espe- 
cially noticeable  in  the  many  new  houses  constructed  within 
the  past  year,  which  have  attached  the  so-called  "  modern 
provements."  This  and  the  more  general  sanitary  policing 
individual  premises,  give  promise  of  wholesome  results. 

The  public  buildings  of  the  county  are  the  same  as  last  re- 
ported, except  additions  to  the  Public  School  building,  situ- 
ate in  the  town  of  Columbus,  known  as  the  Franklin  Acad- 
emy ;  to  this  building  is  added  two  wings,  of  two  stories 
each,  making  ample  accommodation  for  about   1000  pupils. 

I  regret  to  report  the  same  method  of  heating,  viz:  (The 
unhygeinic  stove,  as  last  reported)  despite  all  of  the  most 
earnest  warnings;  the  school-house  builders  will  look  to 
the  dollars  spent,  in  preference  to  the  health  and  comfort  of 
the  school  children ;  so  they  still  insist  on  these  stoves, 
which  scorches  the  little  ones  near  the  stove  and  freezes 
those  in  distant  parts  of  the  room,  or  else  we  have  alternate 
scorching  or  freezing  spells  for  all  the  inmates  of  the  room. 

The  scandalous  privy  system  reported  upon  last  year  is 
still  in  vogue,  to  the  very  great  detriment  of  health,  espec- 
ially to  the  young  lady  members  of  the  school.  In  this 
connection,  I  beg  to  suggest  to  the  State  Board  of  Health, 
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that  as  the  next  legislature  will  of  necessity  (because  of  the 
new  Constitution)  have  to  legislate  broadly  and  generally 
for  the  public  weal,  that  they  may  be  able  to  secure  the  leg- 
islation much  needed,  to  add  to  or  secure  Public  Health;  but 
if  they  can  accomplish  no  more  than  wholesome  laws  which 
will  abolish  privy  vaults,  they  will  win  for  themselves  the 
plaudit  of  "well  done"  from  all  people  who  value  the  bless- 
ings of  health. 

Lowndes  county  has  97  public  school  buildings  for  the 
accommodation  of  near  9000  educable  school  children,  pay- 
ing annually  about  $26,000  for  the  support  of  these  schools  ; 
and  yet  the  abominable  privy  and  privy  vault  is  a  menace  to 
health  and  decent  modesty  at  every  school  building  in  the 
county.  Did  the  limit  of  this  report  not  forbid,  I  would 
mention  many  other  reforms  in  school  life  which  would  be 
conducive  to  the  health  of  the  children,  and  thereby  the  fu- 
ture wealth  of  the  State,  and  will,  when  I  come  to  the  Indus- 
trial Institute  and  College  of  Mississippi,  call  attention  to 
one  or  two  suggestions,  applicable  to  the  pupils  of  that  In- 
stitution, which  will  also  apply  to  all  public  school  pupils. 

The  jail,  court-house,  pauper  farm  and  convict  farm  are  as 
reported  last  year.  The  jail  is  probably  more  burdened  with 
the  care  of  insane  inmates  than  on  last  year,  causing  the 
county  to  be  burdened  with  this  class  of  unfortunates,  which 
the  State  has  undertaken  to  care  for.  I*  suggest  here,  too, 
the  Health  Board  might  legitimately  ask  for  wholesome 
legislation. 

The  many  railroad  accidents  of  the  past  year  causes  me  to 
call  attention  to  my  report  of  late  years,  recommending  the 
Legislature  to  compel  Railroad  Companies  to  carry  on  each 
of  their  trains  Emergency  Cases,  the  contents  of  which  the 
law  should  enumerate. 

Again !  Life  is  held  cheaply  in  all  sections  of  the  State 
where  any  and  everybody  is  given  burial  without  burial 
permits,  which  looseness  as  to  the  disposal  of  the  dead, 
I  suggest  may,  and  probably  does,  stimulate  the  commis- 
sion of  crimes.  I  suggest  that  the  county  supervisor  of 
each  county  district,  be  legally  required  to  issue  permits 
to  bury  the  dead  of  his  district,  and  none  be  committed  to 
the  grave  without  such  permit,  under  penalties,  etc. 

The  Industrial  Institute  and  College  again  claims  atten- 
tion from  the  County  Health  Officer  of  Lowndes  county  ; 
being  situate  in  said  county.  For  the  school  term  of  1890- 
'91,  sixty-two  counties  of  the  State  sent  white  girl  represen- 
tatives to  this  institution,  aggregating  356  pupils  ;  only  one 
girl  went  home  on  account  of  health,  and  this  one  was  forced 
to  relinquish  the  pursuit  of  school  duties,  because  of  her  eyes. 
Neither  contagious  or  infectious  disease  was  in  the  infimary 
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this  term ;  and  while  there  was  no  day  during  the  term,  that 
one  or  more  pupils  were  not  in  the  infirmary,  yet  their  ill- 
ness must  have  been  slight,  as  I  find  medical  fees  during  the 
whole  term,  aggregated  $180.  At  the  same  time,  the  infir- 
mary officers  dispensed  to  the  inmates,  medicines,  other  than 
doctor's  prescription,  amounting  to  §260,  which  considering 
the  fact  that  the  matron  and  nurses  were  non-professional, 
ought  to  be  looked  into  for  correction,  as  often  times  an  ill- 
advised  dosage  lays  the  foundation  for  ill-health.  The 
buildings  are  the  same  as  before  reported  ;  but  there  was 
added  during  the  year  a  bowling  alley,  covered  ways  from 
one  building  to  the  other,  and  the  grounds  were  generally 
beautified  and  adorned  with  flowers,  grasses,  fount  and  seats. 

The  Independent  Water  "Works,  mentioned  in  my  last  re- 
port, is  not  yet  completed  ;  progress  has  only  been  made  to 
the  extent  of  boring  the  well ;  this  will  give  a  supply  of 
water  only  through  a  pump,  the  expected  flow  above  ground 
not  being  attained. 

For  an  infirmary  two  of  the  most  appropriate  rooms  for 
the  'purpose  were  used ;  they  are  by  no  means  what  they 
should  be,  and  there  is  a  crying  need  for  an  infirmary  build- 
ing ;  the  State  must  expect  some  sickness  to  occur  among  so 
many  of  her  girls,  and  certainly  she  should  care  for  them 
while  sick,  in  the  very  best  possible  manner,  which  I  sub- 
mit, can  only  be  done  in  a  properly  constructed  and  furnished 
building,  and  as  there  is  now  recognition  of  the  obligation  of 
the  State,  to  educate  her  white  girls  to  physical  health,  and 
for  which  purpose  it  is  needful  that  suitable  buildings  and 
furniture  be  supplied ;  I  suggest  that  these  two  purposes,  as 
well  as  the  needed  increase  of  dormitory  room,  could  readily 
be  combined  in  the  same  building.  Another  need  for  the 
better  health  of  the  girls,  is  the  completion  and  use  of  the 
elevator.  If  not  expedient  to  run  the  elevator  for  the  use  in 
common  of  all  the  dormitory  pupils,  it  should  be  so  arranged, 
that  every  girl  should  be  spared  the  mounting  of  several 
flights  of  stairs,  for  the  few  days  of  each  month,  that  special 
care  should  be  taken  of  her  health,  and  thus  escape  the  lay- 
ing a  foundation  while  in  school,  for  a  life  of  invalidism. 
For  the  Franklin  Academy,  danger  of  this  character  to  the 
health  of  her  pupils  might  be  avoided,  by  arranging  the  forms 
for  the  girls  of  this  age  on  the  first  floor,  instead  of  on  the 
upper  floors  as  now  ordered  and  practiced. 


NOXUBEE    COUNTY. 

REPORT   OF    DR.    H.    A.    MINOR,    CHIEF    HEALTH    OFFICER. 

In    making    my    annual  report   as   Health  Officer  of   my 
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(Noxubee)  county,  I  have  to  state  that  my  county  has  about 
30,000  inhabitants. 

I  have  no  statistics  by  which  to  estimate  the  number  of 
deaths  during  the  past  year.  The  amount  of  sickness  during 
the  past  year  has  been  notably  less  than  usual. 

The  disease  that  has  caused  the  greatest  number  of  deaths 
this  year  is  a  typhoid  type  of  remittent  fever  that  has  pre- 
vailed all  during  the  year,  in  many  parts  of  the  county.  I 
do  not  know  any  cause  that  produced  this  form  of  fever. 
The  more  violent  forms  of  malarial  fever  (save  the  above 
named)  that  have  prevailed  less  than  usual  are  the  congestive 
forms,  inclusive  of  hasmaturial  remittent.  I  do  not  know 
why  this  has  been  so.  I  do  not  know  that  any  one  or  more 
months  had  unusual  mortality. 

No  yellow  fever,  no  small  pox,  cholera,  scarlet  fever,  cere- 
brospinal meningetis  this  year.  Very  few  cases  of  tpical 
typhoid  fever.  Measles  have  prevailed,  but  was  of  mild  type  ; 
so  was  whooping  cough.  We  have  had  few  cases  of  diphtheria. 
No  other  contagious  or  infectious  diseases. 

Attendance  upon  the  public  schools  has  not,  so  far  as  I 
can  learn,  caused  the  spread  of  any  of  these  diseases. 

The  meteorological  conditions  have  been  about  as  usual. 
The  rain-fall  rather  less  than  usual.  No  great  storms ;  quite 
a  long  drouth  in  June,  and  one  in  September  and  October. 

No  accidents  from  kerosene  or  other  product  of  petroleum, 
that  I  remember. 

The  unsanitary  conditions  that  I  note  are  the  results  of 
bad  drainage,  both  surface  and  deep ;  poor  water ;  location 
of  privies  in  localities  that  generate  large  amount  of  malaria, 
or  are  so  situated  that  malaria  is  blown  to  them  by  the  pass- 
ing winds.  The  only  means  to  remove  these  nuisances  is  the 
education  of  our  people  on  sanitaton  and  hygiene.  Laws 
will  not  be  heeded  so  long  as  the  ills  are  not  appreciated. 

Our  market  houses,  slaughter  houses,  etc.,  are  kept  mod- 
erately clean. 

Our  water  for  drinking  and  for  culinary  purposes  is 
usually  obtained  from  cisterns  in  the  prairie  region ;  from 
springs,  wells,  creeks,  in  the  sandy  lands.  Cisterns  that  do 
not  sipe  furnish  excellent  water.  Sipe  cisterns,  shallow  wells 
and  springs,  furnish  good,  bad  and  indifferent  water.  "We 
have,  also,  many  artesian  wells,  which  afford  good  water. 

No  special  disease  noticed  from  any  special  source.  I 
know  of  no  cases  of  disease  contracted  from  animals  or  from 
impure  milk. 

We  have  no  theatres  or  public  halls  in  this  county.  Our 
school  houses  are  usually  kept  in  good  sanitary  condition. 
They  are  fairly  well  lighted,  heated  and  ventilated. 

The  county  jail  is  in  very  good   condition.      There   have 
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been  but  few  prisoners  in  our  jail  this  year,  and  no  serious 
sickness  therein. 

Our  poor  house  is  fairly  well  kept.  No  statistics  avail- 
able as  to  number  of  persons  kept  there  during  the  year. 
Four  or  five  have  died  there  during  the  year.  The  prison- 
ers are  usually  poor  and  old,  and  diseased  negroes,  whose 
condition,  when  brought  there,  is  often  most  pitiable,  and 
often  nearly  moribund. 

Our  only  other  public  building  is  our  courthouse,  which 
is  a  good  building  and  in  good  condition. 

I  can  give  no  statistics  as  to  births  or  deaths.  No  such 
record  is  kept.  I  regret  that  the  indifference  of  my  people 
as  to  sanitation  and  hygiene  renders  all  laws  relative  to 
statistics  of  births,  deaths,  etc.,  null  and  void ;  as  also  all 
efforts  in  the  direction  of  sanitation.  If  the  physicians  of 
the  county  could  be  induced  to  interest  and  exert  themselves 
in  this  direction,  much  might  be  done. 

REPORT    OF    SHERIFF. 

Number  of  prisoner  in  jail :  Eleven  colored,  one  white. 
Total,  twelve.  Two  deaths,  both  lunatics,  for  whom  no  ad- 
mittance could  be  had  in  asylum — one  male,  one  female. 

Could  get  no  report  from  poor  house. 


NEWTON  COUNTY. 

REPORT    OF    DR.    J.    J.    HARALSON,   CHIEF    HEALTH    OFFICER. 

The  population  of  Newton  county  is  16,625.  There  has 
been  perhaps  25  per  cent,  less  siekness  this  than  last  year, 
with  a  mortality  of  about  the  same  per  cent.  During  first 
three  months  of  1891  we  had  considerable  pneumonia,  pJeu- 
ritis  and  bronchial  troubles;  during  October  and  November 
the  prevailing  sickness  has  been  fevers,  continued  remittent 
and  typhoid.  Typhoid  perhaps,  predominating.  Our 
greatest  mortality  during  the  year  has  been  from  typhoid 
fever. 

During  the  later  spring  months  and  summer  months  the 
county  was  healthier  than  known  for  many  years,  the  light 
precipitation,  probably,  being  a  factor  in  the  cause. 

No  yellow  fever,  small-pox,  cholera,  scarlet  fever,  or 
cerebro  spinal  meningitis. 

The  attendance  upon  the  public  schools  has  in  one  or  two 
places  spread  measles,  and  in  one  school  whooping  cough. 
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One  case  of  diphtheria  reported  from  central  portion  of 
county. 

No  accidents  from  use  of  any  of  the  products  of  petroleum. 

The  county,  generally,  in  a  good  sanitary  condition.  Pure 
water  for  drinking  and  culinary  purposes  obtained  from  wells 
and  springs. 

The  school  houses  of  the  county  in  an  unsanitary  condi- 
tion, in  that  they  are  not  well  lighted  and  heated. 

The  county  jail  is  in  good  sanitary  condition,  except  not 
well  heated ;  no  stove  or  other  means  for  making  prisoners 
comfortable.  Number  of  prisoners  for  1891,  7  j  cases  of 
sickness,  "A  ;  deaths,  none  ;  cause  of  sickness,  intermittent 
fever. 

The  sanitary  condition  of  county  poor-house  is  good.  Num- 
ber of  inmates  for  year,  five  ;  one  case  of  sickness,  indolent 
ulcer  of  leg.     No  deaths. 

While  I  appreciate  the  necessity  of  a  complete  and  accurate 
registration  of  vital  and  mortuary  statistics  it  is  impossible 
for  me  to  give  an  estimate  of  the  births  and  deaths  occurring 
in  the  county  in  any  year,  there  being  no  means  by  which 
such  an  estimate  could  be  made,  and  until  every  practitioner 
is  legally  required  to  keep  and  report  such  a  record,  we  can 
never  know  the  death-rate,  causes  of  deaths,  nor  can  we  make 
much  progress  as  sanitarians.  Such  a  law,  I  think,  should 
be  enacted. 


OKTIBBEHA  COUNTY. 

REPORT    OF    DR.  W.    H.    AMES,    CHIEF    HEALTH    OFFICER. 

I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  the  State  Board  of  Health 
that  the  health  of  Oktibbeha  county  has  been  generally  good 
and  remarkably  free  from  epidemics  and  contagious  diseases, 
save  the  prevalence  of  the  "Grippe,"  which  prevailed  in 
January,  February  and  March.  Measles  were  confined  to 
the  neighborhood  of  Sturges,  a  station  and  village  on  the 
branch  road  of  the  Illinois  Central  Railroad  from  Durant  to 
Aberdeen.  The  "Grippe"  visited  every  household  in  the 
county,  but  measles  were  confined  only  to  a  small  area.  There 
were  about  thirty  cases  in  all  with  only  one  death  from  in- 
tercurrent pneumonia. 

Malarial  affections  prevailed  as  usual  from  July  through 
the  fall  months.  There  was  a  conspicuous  absence  of  con- 
gestive types,  and  I  have  not  a  single  case  of  malarial  hema- 
turia to  report. 

Unfortunately,  I  have  the  same  report  to  make  with  refer- 
ence to  vital  statistics.     There  is  no  method  known  to  me 
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whereby  practicing  physicians  can  be  induced  to  make  re- 
ports of  the  births  and  deaths  in  their  practice.  General 
and  personal  appeals  are  annually  made  to  each  physician 
for  reports  of  this  kind  always  with  the  same  results,  save 
in  a  few  instances.  Even  if  such*  reports  were  faithfully 
made  by  each  physician,  the  record  would  not  be  complete 
because  numbers  of  negro  children  are  born  every  year  un- 
known to  physicians,  and  the  same  may  be  said  of  deaths 
among  this  class  of  our  population. 

The  returns  of  the  last  census  gives  the  population  of 
Oktibbeha  county,  for  white  and  black,  17,640,  an  increase 
of  1682  since  the  census  of  1880.  The  increase  of  popula- 
tion must  be  in  favor  of  the  white  race  as  a  large  number  of 
negroes  yearly  move  from  this  county  for  the  river  bottom 
and  to  Arkansas. 

Sickness  from  all  causes  amounted  to  a  great  deal  less  than 
former  years,  except  the  prevalence  of  la  grippe  in  the  be- 
ginning of  the  present  year.  Malarial  diseases  are  notably 
less  this  year  than  last,  and  fewer  deaths  from  all  causes. 
It  appears  that  the  old  fashioned  remittent  fever  has  been 
measurably  superceded  by  a  type  of  fever  often  mistaken 
for  typhoid  fever.  Chronic  chills  or  feb.  intermittens  often 
elide  into  this  type  of  fever,  usually  understood  as  typho- 
malarial  fever.  It  is,  according  to  my  judgment,  malarial 
fever  without  the  prefix,  "typho."  The  clinical  history 
is  different  from  typhoid  fever  and  the  duration  is  indefinite. 
Hemorrhages  from  the  bowels  are  probably  more  common 
and  less  fatal  than  with  typhoid.  Very  few  cases  of  typho- 
malarial  have  diarrhoea,  which  is  common  to  typhoid. 
Tympanitis  and  soreness  of  the  bowels  are  common  to  both. 
There  is  absence  of  the  rose-colored  spots,  which  is  pathog- 
nomanic  of  typhoid  fever.  Then  again  as  to  continuation 
or  duration,  the  continued  malarial  fever  has  no  regular 
limit. 

There  were  more  deaths  in  February  and  March  than  in 
any  other  months,  and  fewer  in  May,  June,  July  and  August. 

There  were  no  cases  during  the  year  of  yellow  fever, 
small  pox,  cholera,  scarlet  fever,  whooping  cough,  cerebro- 
spinal meningitis  or  diphtheria. 

There  were  no  diseases  spread  among  public  schools. 

Dr.  E.  P.  Connell  reports  seven  cases  of  typhoid  fever. 

A  daughter  of  Lewis  Turner,  living  seven  miles  from  this 
place,  returned  home  from  a  vist  to  South  Carolina  about  the 
first  of  September.  She  shortened  her  visit  on  account  of 
the  existence  of  typhoid  fever  in  the  family  where  she  was 
staying.  She  had  fever  on  her  return  and  it  ran  the  usual 
course  when  she  recovered.     Two  of  Turner's  children  be- 
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came  infected  as  well  as  about  four  of  the   neighbors.     No 
deaths. 

Epidemic  influenza  or  the  grippe  victimized  at  least  two- 
thirds  of  the  whole  population  of  the  county.  This  epidemic 
began  about  the  middle  of  January  and  lingered  until  about 
the  middle  of  March.  There  were  but  few  deaths  from 
this  cause.  I  have  no  accurate  information  as  to  how  many 
deaths. 

Drinking  water  and  water  for  culinary  use  is  obtained 
from  cisterns,  and  with  the  exception  of  being  contaminated 
with  lime,  is  probably  otherwise  pure.  The  lime  rock  into 
which  the  cisterns  are  made,  contain  24  per  cent  of  carbon- 
ate of  lime.  Some  persons  claim  that  the  lime  water  causes 
dyspepsia. 

There  is  but  one  public  hall  in  this  town  used  for  theatri- 
cal purposes — Watts'  Hall.  This  hall  is  not  properly  venti- 
lated and  is  not  provided  with  fire  escapes,  except  the  front 
entrance,  by  a  single  door  opening  inwards. 

School  houses  in  the  county  are  pretty  well  ventilated  and 
comfortably  heated  and  lighted. 

The  county  jail  is  well  heated  and  ventilated  and  the  pris- 
oners are  comfortably  quartered  and  well  fed.  Sanitary 
condition  of  the  jail  is  pretty  good. 

No  deaths  in  the  jail  during  the  present  year.  The  total 
number  of  prisoners  from  the  1st  of  January  to  the  1st  of 
December,  1891, 

The  jail  now  contains  one  case  of  phthisic  pul.  No  sick- 
ness among  the  prisoners  except  this  one  case  of  consump- 
tion. There  is  one  case  of  insanity  confined  in  jail  for  the 
last  six  months. 

The  poor  house  has  had  but  one  occupant  during  the 
year. 

There  are  no  other  public  buildings  in  the  county  except 
the  courthouse  and  the  Agricultural  and  Mechanical  College, 
and  both  are  in  good  sanitary  condition. 


KANKIN   COUNTY. 

REPORT   OF    DR.  W.  H.  WHITE,  CHIEF    HEALTH    OFFICER. 

There  is  nothing  of  interest  to  report  from  Eankin  county 
since  my  last  annual  report. 

No  especial  prevalence  of  disease  save  "  Grippe "  has 
occured.  This  disease  has  permitted  few  to  escape  its  rav- 
ages and  elderly  and  infirm  people  have  been  sorely  affected 
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by  it.  I  believe  no  tissue  of  the  human  body  is  exempt  from 
its  attack,  and  I  am  sure  the  depression  and  tedious  conva- 
lescence and  readiness  to  relapse  are  out  of  all  proportion 
to  the  appropriate  gravity  of  the  symptoms. 

I  do  not  believe  the  theory  that  this  disease  is  due  to  a 
specific  living  germ,  for  this  reason  among  others,  that 
repeated  attacks  occur  in  the  same  subject. 

Several  cases  of  scarlatina  have  occurred  in  the  town  of 
Brandon  within  the  last  year  (perhaps  as  many  as  eight  or 
nine)  and  one  is  now  desquamating. 

These  cases  have  usually  been  mild,  but  in  two  or  three 
cases  the  fever  was  persistent,  due  I  think  to  complications. 

No  yellow  fever,  cholera  nor  small  pox  have  occured  in 
this  county  during  the  year. 

The  poor  house  is  perhaps  as  well  kept  as  such  institutions 
generally  are,  but  marked  innovations  could  be  made  with 
advantage. 

The  cases  there  are  usually  those  of  chronic  character, 
and  among  the  aged,  and  hence  not  very  amenable  to  thera- 
putic  measures. 

The  county  jail  is  kept  in  as  good  sanitary  condition  as 
could  well  be  in  ajbuilding  so  constructed.  No  special  dis- 
ease has  prevailed  there,  nor  has  there  been  a  death  during 
the  year. 


SCOTT   COUNTY. 

REPORT    OF    DR.  H.  H.  HARALSON,  CHIEF    HEALTH    OFFICER. 

I  estimate  the  number  of  inhabitants  of  Scott  county  to 
be  about  11,000.  Can  not  aproximately  estimate  the  num- 
ber of  deaths  for  the  year  1891.  The  amount  of  sickness 
however  has  been  about  the  same  as  previous  years.  A  fever 
of  continued  form  has  prevailed  in  this  county  that  may 
have  added  somewhat  to  the  amount  of  sickness/though  its 
fatality  has  been  almost  nil.  I  think  an  organized  effort  to 
ascertain  its  etiology  and  pathology  might  result  in 
good.  It  is  now  nearly  the  middle  of  December  and  it 
still  prevails.  I  suppose  the  same  fever  prevails  through- 
out the  State,  and  if  to  such  an  extent  as  it  has  in  this  county 
this  year  it  not  only  entails  loss  of  life  but  great  loss  of 
time  and  money  to  our  citizens,  which  to  a  degree  at  least, 
if  we  understand  it.  might  be  averted. 

No  yellow  fever,  smalpox,  cholera,  scarlet  fever,  cerebro- 
spinal meningetis  nor  diphtheria  during  the  year.  Some 
measles  and  whooping    cough,  which    in    three    or   four    in- 
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stances  was  spread  by  attendance  upon  the  public  schools. 

No  accidents  from  the  use  of  kerosine  oil,  petroleum  nor 
gasoline. 

Our  school  houses  are  unsanitary,  in  that  they  are  not 
properly  heated,  lighted  nor  ventilated.  I  know  of  no  rem- 
edy that  could  be  obtained. 

Twenty-three  prisoners  have  been  confined  in  our  county 
jail  during  the  year.  One  death,  and  this  was  a  feeble  old 
negro  woman,  confined  on  account  of  insanity,  and  died 
of  enteritis. 

We  have  no  poor-house.  Our  paupers  are  let  to  the  lowest 
bidder.  We  pay  six  dollars  a  month  per  head  to  have  our 
paupers  kept.  This  includes  board  and  clothing — in  fact, 
everything  except  medical  attention.  After  making  this 
statement  it  would  be  useless  for  me  to  tell  you  that  their 
sanitary  condition  is  bad.  They  should  be  provided  with  a 
home  and  that  home  properly  kept.  There  should  be  a  law 
requiring  each  county  to  make  such  a  provision.  Some  of 
you,  gentlemen,  may  have  an  idea  of  the  condition  of  some 
of  the  paupers  of  this  State,  but  others  of  you  I  am  sure 
have  no  conception  of  their  deplorable  surroundings. 

It  is  impossible  to  give  any  information  on  the  No.  35  of 
your  memorandum  that  would  be  reliable.  There  is  no  way 
by  which  the  information  can  be  obtained  in  this  county. 


SMITH  COUNTY. 

REPORT    OF    DR.    W.    H.    HILL,    CHIEF    HEALTH    OFFICER. 

In  compliance  with  your  request,  I  write  you.  I  would 
respectfully  state  that  I  have  nothing  to  report  that  would 
be  of  material  interest.  Tou  will  remember  that  Smith 
county ;  is  situated  in  the  interior,  and  remote  from  any 
railroad  or  large  stream. 

The  health  of  this  county  has  been  unusually  good  for 
two  years.  We  have  had  one  epidemic  of  measles,  but  not 
a  single  death  that  I  have  heard  of  caused  from  that  disease 
alone. 

We  have  no  County  Medical  Association,  consequently  it 
will  be  impossible  for  me  to  make  anything  like  a  correct 
statistical  report.  It  would  be  a  pleasure,  as  well  as  my 
duty,  to  make.such  a  report  if  it  were  possible. 

I  have  made  it  my  business  to  look  after  our  public  build- 
ings, jail,  school,  water  supply,  etc.,  when  I  thought  it  was 
necessary,  but  have  never  made  any  charge  for  my  services 
since  I  was  appointed  Health  Officer. 
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TATE  COUNTY. 

REPORT    OF    DR.    J.    L.    ROSEBOROUGH,    CHIEF    HEALTH    OFFICER. 

The  number  of  inhabitants  of  Tate  county  by  the  census 
of  1890  was I  do  not  think  there  has  been  any  ap- 
preciable increase  since.  I  estimate  the  number  of  deaths 
during  the  year  at  twelve  to  the  thousand.     This  will  give 

a  total  of The  sickness  in  the  county  has  been  less  for 

this  year  than  usual,  and  the  death  rate  has  been  about  nor- 
mal. There  was  no  epidemic  of  any  kind,  nor  has  any  dis- 
ease assumed  any  unusual  prominence. 

We  have  not  had  during  the  year  any  new  or  unusual  dis- 
ease. There  have  been  no  infectious  nor  contagious  dis- 
eases in  the  connty,  except  one  or  two  cases  of  scarlet  fever 
have  been  reported  in  Coldwater,  and  a  few  cases  of  typho- 
malarial  fever  on  Coldwater  river.  No  spread  has  been 
given  to  any  disease  by  the  school  children. 

We  have  had  no  unusual  diseases  among  the  animals  of 
the  county.  There  has  been  no  peculiarity  in  meteorolog- 
ical conditions,  except  that  the  months  of  September,  October 
and  November  were  very  dry,  and  they  were  unusually 
healthy  months. 

I  have  not  heard  of  any  death  or  injury  in  the  county  from 
the  use  of  inflammable  fluids. 

I  know  of  nothing  to  produce  an  unsanitary  condition  in 
the  towns  or  about  the  towns  in  the  county  except  the  almost 
omnipresent  stock-pool,  filled  more  or  less  all  the  year  with 
stinking  water,  usually  as  thick  as  soup  and  emitting  foul 
odors  all  the  time.  There  is  but  little  surface  water  in  Tate, 
and  these  stock-pools  are  much  used  and  ought  to  be  abated, 
both  for  the  good  of  man  and  beast. 

Drinking  water  of  excellent  quality  is  obtainable  in  any 
part  of  the  county,  in  wells  of  moderate  depth,  and  many 
cisterns  are  used. 

The  chief  objection  to  the  condition  of  the  school-houses 
in  the  county  is  that  they  enjoy  too  much  ventilation 
and  light  and  too  littte  heat  in  the  winter. 

The  county  jail  is  in  fair  condition.  There  has  been  no 
serious  sickness,  and  no  deaths  at  all  in  the  jail. 

The  poor  house  is  in  very  fair  sanitary  condition.  The 
inmates  are  usually  paupers  because  of  extreme  age,  and 
they  rarely  number  more  than  six  at  one  time.  During  the 
year  there  have  been  four  deaths  from  natural  causes,  all 
dying  from  old  age. 
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TIPPAH  COUNTY. 

REPORT    OF    DR.  E.  N.  HUNT,  CHIEF    HEALTH    OFFICER. 

I  have  the  honor  to  submit  to  you  my  report  for  the  year 
1891. 

The  population  of  Tippah  county,  as  the  census  of  1890 
shows,  is  12,951. 

The  estimated  number  of  deaths  during  the  year  ie  150, 
from  the  best  information  I  can  get. 

The  amount  of  sickness  from  all  causes  during  the  year 
has  been  less  than  the  average.  The  mortality  is  reported 
less,  and  the  cause  is  attributed  to  the  compai'ative  dry 
weather,  even  and  rather  low  temperature  during  the  sum- 
mer months. 

We  have  had  no  epidemics  during  the  year  of  any  charac- 
ter; no  endemic,  contagious  or  infectious  diseases,  with  the 
exception  of  whooping  cough,  of  recent  date,  in  the  extreme 
northeastern  corner  of  the  county,  and  some  cases  of  typhoid 
or  low  grade  of  fever  in  the  southern  portion  of  the  county, 
of  mild  type. 

No  small-pox,  scarlet  fever,  measles,  cerebro-spinal  men- 
ingitis or  diphtheria. 

The  attendance  of  the  public  schools  has  not  been  inter- 
fered with  in  any  instance  by  any  disease. 

The  school  houses  are  well  ventilated — too  much  so  for 
cold  weather  (the  most  of  them  in  the  country.) 

The  Ripley  Male  and  Female  College  and  Blue  Mountain 
Female  College,  are  well  ventilated,  heated  and  in  good  san- 
itary condition. 

Only  one  public  hall  in  the  county,  at  Ripley  ;  it  is  well 
ventilated  but  no  fire  escapes  except  the  entrance. 

Drinking  water  and  water  for  cooking  is  obtained  from 
springs,  wells  and  cisterns. 

No  accidents  reported  froaf  kerosene,  petroleum,  gasoline 
or  other  products  of  petroleum. 

The  poor  house  is  in  good  sanitary  condition  ;  inmates  dur- 
ing the  year  14 ;  cases  of  sickness  3  ;  number  of  deaths  1 ; 
cause,  extreme  old  age,  as  reported  by  attending  physician. 

The  county  jail  is  in  an  unsanitary  condition  ;  the  number 
of  prisoners  confined  during  the  year  about  25,  all  for  trivial 
offenses;  but  little  sickness;  no  deaths,  except  the  wife  of 
the  jailer;  she  died  from  blood  poison  from  carbuncle  of  the 
hand,  so  reported  by  her  attending  physician. 

The  only  remedy  for  the  jail  to  be  made  sanitary  is  to 
build  a  new  one,  as  this  one  is  old  and  built  upon  unsanitary 
principles. 

No  disease  contracted  from  animals  reported  ;  no  diseases 
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among  animals  except  in  one  locality  where  the  hogs  have 
died  during  the  year,  sick  from  one  to  eight  weeks. 

The  number  of  births  I  cannot  give  as  no  registry  is  kept 
and  no  reports  are  made. 

As  to  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  county  in  general  I 
think  it  good,  and  perhaps  better  than  before,  owing  to  the 
many  improvements  in  dwellings,  and  general  advancement 
of  the  people  in  knowledge. 


TISHOMINGO  COUNTY. 

REPORT    OF    DR.    F.    T.    CARMACK,    CHIEF    HEALTH    OFFICER. 

I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  annual  report  for 
your  consideration.  I  would  like  to  state  that  my  report  is 
made  under  difficulties.  I  am  suffering  now  and  have  been 
for  some  time  from  a  severe  attack  of  sciatica. 

I  have  made  a  personal  appeal  to  every  physician  in  my 
county  to  give  me  the  birth  and  death  rate  in  the  radius  of 
his  practice,  but  failed  to  get  them  interested  in  the  matter. 
My  estimate  is  approximately  correct  though.  The  deaths 
have  been  about  80,  and  the  births  about  240.  Tbe  death 
rate  is  below  the  average.  We  have  probably  had  more 
deaths  from  typhoid  fever  than  usual.  I  ascribe  the  im- 
proved condition  of  the  health  of  our  county  to  an  unusually 
dry  year,  during  the  summer  and  fall  season.  Were  it  not 
the  fact  that  in  certain  localities  we  have  large  amounts  of 
rotting  timber  we  would  have  had  scarcely  any  cause  for 
sickness  during  the  year. 

I  have  had  schools  to  suspend  in  certain  neighborhoods,  be- 
cause of  measles  •end  whooping  cough,  with  good  effect  on 
the  spread  of  those  troubles.  We  have  had  fewer  deaths  to 
result  from  measles  than  I  ever  knew  from  that  disease  be- 
fore. I  suppose  because  the  trouble  occurred  during  the 
warm  dry  months.  We  have  had  two  local  epidemics  of 
scarlatina  simplex  in  our  county.  I  say  simplex,  because  I 
saw  only  four  cases  of  this  graver  form  of  the  trouble.  Not 
a  single  death  occurred  as  far  as  I  can  learn.  Quite  all  of 
the  cases  of  this  trouble  occurred  in  the  practice  of  Dr.  H. 
L.  Tynes  and  myself.  I  only  had  three  cases  in  which  the 
throat  trouble  was  at  all  prominent.  It  was  impossible  to 
isolate  this  trouble  in  the  country,  as  the  neighbors'  children 
were  exposed  before  the  physician  was  called.  One  case  oc- 
curred in  Iuka,  and  I  cut  off  visiting,  and  no  other  cases  oc- 
curred.    A   few  cases  of  diphtheria    have  occurred,  and  no 
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deaths.  Membranous  croup  has  occurred  twice  in  our  midst 
and  two  deaths  mark  the  result. 

No  contagious  diseases  have  occurred,  except  the  ones 
mentioned. 

A  peculiar  disease  occurred  among  the  swine  in  several 
localities.  The  head  seemed  to  be  affected,  and  it  was  sin- 
gularly fatal. 

"We  have  about  eight  (8)  county  prisoners  confined  in  our 
jail  during  the  year — for  short  periods  at  each  time.  No 
sickness  has  occurred,  and  the  building  itself  has  been  kept 
in  good  sanitary  condition.  Quite  a  number  of  prison- 
ers for  the  United  States  have  been  confined  in  our  jail  for 
thirty  days,  but  no  sickness  has  occurred  among  them. 

I  have  personally  visited  four-fifths  of  the  school  houses 
of  our  county,  and  find  them  in  a  deplorable  condition  from 
a  sanitary  standpoint.  I  have  succeeded  in  having  stoves 
placed  in  some,  and  the  matter  is  being  canvassed  for  others. 
I  find  them  very  poorly  lighted,  and  I  also  find  it  a  hard 
matter  to  impress  on  patrons  the  importance  of  light.  I 
hope  to  do  more  in  this  line  in  future. 

Our  poor  house  is  in  good  hands,  and  its  inmates  are  well 
cared  for  in  every  respect. 

I  think  that  vital  statistics  will  never  be  accurate  until 
there  is  a  law  compelling  a  burial  certificate  and  a  birth  cer- 
tificate. I  hope  the  time  will  come  when  our  State  will  not 
be  behind  in  this  respect. 


TUNICA  COUNTY. 

REPORT    OF    DR.    M.    J.    ALEXANDER,    CHIEF    HEALTH    OFFICER. 

The  number  of  inhabitants  of  Tunica  county  is  about 
16,000,  seven-eighths  of  which  are  negroes. 

It  is  impossible  to  keep  an  accurate  account  of  deaths,  as 
a  great  portion  (among  negroes  especially),  do  not  come  to 
the  knowledge  of  physicians.  I  am  informed,  however,  con- 
sistent with  my  own  experience,  that  one-half  of  the  total 
deaths  would  barely  cover  the  unreported  cases.  The  death 
rate  during  the  last  twelve  months  was  about  10  per  1,000, 
not  as  great  as  in  preceding  years.  The  amount  of  sickness 
was  materially  less  in  1891  than  last  year,  and  from  close 
observation  and  inquiries  I  would  be  justified  in  placing  the 
decrease  at  about  20  per  cent.  But  allow  me  to  state  that 
the  year  1890  was  one  of  unusually  increased  amount  of  sick- 
ness, and  the  decroase  during  the  last  twelvemonths  brought 
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the  amount  down  to  about  the  average  of  the  last  four  or  five 
years.  Although  this  is  true  as  regards  sickness,  it  is  a  fact 
that  the  death  rate  has  been  less  than  in  previous  years. 
There  was  no  unusual  prevalence  of  any  one  disease,  nor 
were  the  causes  of  deaths  beyond  the  average.  The  lessened 
prevalence  of  disease  was  to  a  large  extent  caused  by  the 
repair  of  levees,  which  fact  prevented  an  overflow  of  the 
Mississippi  and  consequent  decrease  of  stagnant  water  and 
remaining  filth  and  decaying  vegetation.  The  decrease  of 
death  rate  may  be  attributed  to  the  improved  condition  of 
the  laboring  class,  the  negroes.  Better  food,  houses,  water, 
and  above  all,  promptness  in  securing  medical  aid,  during 
sickness,  were  factors  which  conducted  many  cases  towards 
convalescence,  which  in  previous  years  would  have  termi- 
nated fatally,  from  sheer  neglect  and  absence  of  proper 
hygienic  conditions. 

During  January,  February,  March,  April,  October  and 
November  of  this  year  the  usual  amount  of  pneumonia  was 
lessened  and  the  death  rate  was  extremely  low  in  this  dis- 
ease. Improved  dwelling  houses,  together  with  favorable 
weather  may  have  been  the  cause  of  this  improvement.  The 
lessened  prevalence  of  sickness  during  August  and  Septem- 
ber was  marked.  These  months  are  usually  considered  the 
most  sickly  of  the  year ;  diseases  of  strictly  malarial  charac- 
ter being  of  frequent  occurrence.  This  lessened  prevalence 
was  almost  entirely  counter-balanced  by  the  unusually  large 
amount  of  sickness  during  October  and  November.  In  the 
latter  month  the  amount  of  malarial  disease  and  some  of 
malignant  type  was  larger  than  usual  in  this  month.  In 
one  locality  this  increase  was  caused  by  the  partial  drainage 
of  McKinney  Lake,  through  a  large  siphon  across  the  levee, 
about  three  miles  north  of  Austin  into  McKinney  Bayou. 
As  the  water  in  the  lake  receded,  a  mass  of  filth  and  decom- 
posed vegetable  matter  was  left  behind  and  gave  rise  to  tem- 
porary increase  of  disease.  This  was  however  confined  to  a 
circumscribed  area.  The  draining  of  this  lake  will,  within 
the  next  year,  undoubtedly  contribute  towards  improvement 
of  the  sanitary  condition  of  a  large  portion  of  territory  which 
will  be  drained  in  proportion  as  the  water  in  the  lako  is  car- 
ried off. 

During  March,  April,  May  and  June  whooping  cough  pre- 
vailed in  different  localities  and  at  different  periods  of  that 
time.  About  125  cases  will  cover  the  total  amount.  I  could 
ascertain  only  two  deaths  from  this  disease. 

In  November  one  case  of  varicello  was  reported  to  me. 

No  case  of  yellow  fever,  small  pox,  cholera,  scarlet  fever, 
typhoid  fever,  diphtheria,  cerebro-spinal  meningitis  appeared 
in    Tunica    county  in    the  past  year.     During  the  summer 
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months  the  usual  amount  of  intestinal  troubles  showed  itself. 
There  were  several  deaths  from  dysentery.  The  death  rate 
in  that  disease  being  about  12  per  cent. 

In  spring  a  few  cases  of  charbon  prevailed  among  work- 
stock.  Several  cases  of  rabies  occurred  in  the  county  among 
dogs,  which  were  promptly  destroyed. 

I  consider  the  sanitary  condition  of  Tunica  county,  in  the 
main,  good  ;  and  I  do  not  know  of  any  necessary  improve- 
ment which  could  be  practically  carried  out. 

The  public  schools,  court  house  and  jail  are  in  good  con- 
dition. The  drinking  water  and  water  used  for  culinary 
purposes  is  good. 

Driven  wells  and  cisterns  supply  the  greatest  portion  of 
water  for  these  purposes. 

There  were  191  prisoners  in  jail  during  the  last  twelve 
months.  Very  little  sickness  prevailed  amongst  them. 
Only  diseases  of  malarial  and  venerial  character  occurred, 
no  deaths  taking  place. 

The  poor  house  cared  for  ten  subjects  during  the  year. 
Three  paupers  died  soon  after  being  admitted.  It  is  abso- 
lutely impossible  to  keep  a  record  of  bfrths  and  deaths 
taking  place  in  this  county  as  fully  one-half  of  the  deaths 
and  three-fourths  of  the  births  are  beyond  the  knowledge  of 
the  physicians. 

I  would  suggest  that  the  next  legislature  be  prevailed 
upon  to  pass  a  law  making  it  compulsory,  under  some  pen- 
alty, upon  every  head  of  a  family  to  report  all  births  and 
deaths,  in  their  households,  to  the  clerk  of  the  county, 
whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  keep  a  record  of  such  occurrences. 
Physicians  should  also  be  required  to  report  these  facts, 
when  occurring  in  their  practice. 


WAEEEN  COUNTY. 

REPORT    OF   J,  W.  KING,  CHIEF    HEALTH    OFFICER. 

I  herewith  submit  my  report  for  the  past  year.  There 
has  been  no  material  change  in  the  number  of  inhabitants 
accredited  to  Warren  county  since  my  last  report,  and  the 
death  rate  has  been  about  the  same  as  in  previous  years. 

The  percentage  of  sickness  has  also  been  about  the  same 
as  during  the  past  few  years.  There  have  been  no  endemic  or 
epidemic  diseases.  We  have  had  a  few  sporadic  cases  of 
measles,  scarlet  fever  and  diphtheria. 
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Attendance  on  public  schools  has  in  no  instance,  within 
my  knowledge,  caused  the  spread  of  any  disease. 

I  know  of  no  disease  occurring  amongst  animals. 

The  winter  of  1890  and  1891  was  mild  and  dry;  the  spring 
early  and  wet;  the  summer  pleasant,  and  the  fall  mild  and 
remarkably  dry. 

I  know  of  no  accidents  from  the  use  of  kerosine  oil  or  its 
products. 

The  slaughter  houses  have  all  been  removed  to  a  distance 
of  two  miles  or  more  from  the  city  and  are  kept  in  fair 
sanitary  condition. 

I  have  inspected  the  market  house  and  butcher  stalls  from 
time  to  time,  and  find  them  kept  in  good  sanitary  condition. 

Drinking  water  is  obtained  from  cisterns  and  the  Missis- 
sippi Kiver,  and  is  pure. 

I  know  of  no  instances  where  disease  has  been  contracted 
from  animals  or  milk. 

The  theatres  and  public  halls  are  the  same  as  in  my  last 
report  and  are  generally  well  ventilated,  and  have  abundant 
means  of  escape  in  case  of  fire. 

The  school-houses  are  about  as  in  my  last  report.  More 
room  is  badly  needed,  especially  in  Vicksburg,  and  the 
buildings  throughout  the  connty  need  repairing  and  in  many 
instances  replacing  by  new  and  suitable  ones. 

I  have  inspected  the  county  jail  from  time  to  time,  and 
find  it  kept  in  excellent  sanitary  condition.  Since  ray  last 
report,  the  board  of  supervisors  have  had  an  addition  put  to 
the  jail  for  the  use  of  the  lunatics  confined  in  it;  also  have 
had  water  put  in  and  a  bath  room. 

There  are  at  present  29  inmates^'eight"  of  "whom  are 
lunatics. 

There  have  been  six  deaths,  all  lunatics,  and  one  judicial 
execution. 

I  have  inspected  the  poor  house  and  find  it  kept  in  fair 
sanitary  condition. 

The  buildings,  however,  are  considerably  in  need  of  re- 
pairs. There  are  six  inmates,  five  colored,  two  men  and 
three  women,  and  one  white — a  woman. 

There  have  been  no  deaths  during  the  past  year  and  very 
little  sickness  of  any  kind. 

The  other  public  buildings  in  the  county  I  have  inspected 
and  find  in  a  good  sanitary  condition. 


YALOBUSHA  COUNTY. 

REPORT  of  db.  e.  s.  beadles,  chief  health  officer. 

The  population  of  Yalobusha  county  is  estimated  at  about 
17,000,  with  a  small  majority  in  favor  of  whites. 
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The  number  of  deaths  from  all  causes  has  been  less  this 
year  than  for  many  years  previous,  probably  not  exceeding 
seventy-five  ("5  5).  No  epidemic,  except  in  early  months  of 
the  year  influenza  prevailed,  though  in  milder  form  than 
preceding  winter.  The  lessened  mortality  rate  is  probably 
due  to  diminution  of  the  number  of  malarial  fever  cases  of 
the  continued  variety. 

Last  year  malarial  fevers  were  prevalent  to  an  alarming 
extent,  and  attacked  those  of  feeble  and  vigorous  constitu- 
tions alike,  with  equally  fatal  effect  in  each.  This  year  the 
number  of  cases  has  been  much  less  and  of  much  milder 
types,  only  the  aged  and  those  of  delicate  constitution  suc- 
cumbing. The  diminished  prevalence  this  year  seems  due 
to  the  extremely  dry  summer  and  fall. 

The  months  of  August  and  September  were  attended 
with  the  lowest  mortality  rate. 

In  November,  three  cases  of  scarlatina  appeared  in  Water 
Valley,  two  of  which  were  of  irregular  types;  the  other  was 
a  typical  case,  contracted  in  Jackson,  Tenn.,  and  had  an  in- 
cubation period  of  more  than  a  week.  This  case  occurred 
first,  but  the  other  two  were  not  exposed  to  any  known 
source  of  infection.  The  cases  were  promptly  isolated  and 
rigid  quarantine  prescribed,  which  resulted  in  a  limitation 
to  only  three  cases. 

Well-marked,  uncomplicated  typhoid  fever  is  rarely  en- 
countered in  this  locality,  but  at  this  time  (December  14th,) 
I  have  under  care  two  cases,  occurring  in  a  family  of  three 
persons — a  baby  of  eleven  months,  and  the  father,  the  mother 
having  just  recovered  from  a  mild  attack.  The  source  of 
infection,  I  am  sure,  is  attributed  to  a  well  used  for  drink- 
ing water,  which  is  located  on  a  hill-side  in  the  rear  of  the 
house,  and  at  the  juncture  of  the  kitchen  and  the  room  in 
which  the  family  slept.  Waste  material  and  slops  from  the 
kitchen  were  deposited  by  every  shower  of  rain  around  the 
curbing  of  the  well,  giving  the  water  an  unsavory  odor  and 
taste. 

A  few  mild  cases  of  roseola  have  appeared  during  the  fall, 
unattended  by  mortality. 

Attendance  on  the  public  schools  has  not  contributed  to 
the  spreading  of  any  contagious  or  infectious  diseases,  and 
illness  from  all  causes  has  been  conspicuously  absent  among 
school  children  during  the  entire  year. 

The  animal  kingdom  has  enjoyed  immunity  from  diseases 
this  year  to  a  greater  extent  than  usual. 

I  have  not  kept  a  table  of  meteorological  observations 
during  the  year,  but  am  of  the  opinion  that  the  rain-fall  has 
been  less  than  for  years.  Thermometer  ranged  high  for  only 
a  few  days  in  the  hot  months. 
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An  accident  from  coal  oil,  in  May,  resulted  in  serious  in- 
jury to  Hundley  Vaughan.  In  an  attempt  to  pour  oil  from  a 
can  into  a  pot  of  starch  on  a  very  hot  stove,  she  spilled  a 
small  quanti'y  on  the  stove  which  ignited  her  dress.  She 
will  suffer  permanent  disability  from  damage  to  right  arm 
and  hand,  upon  which  the  integument  was  almost  completely 
destroyed. 

Our  county  is  in  medium  sanitary  condition.  "Water  "Val- 
ley, owing  to  continuous  improvements  on  houses,  bridges 
and  streets,  has  not  been  under  strict  sanitary  surveillance, 
but  with  the  hope  of  a  complete  system  of  water  works  soon, 
we  anticipate  greater  facilities  for  the  employment  of  more 
useful  and  satisfactory  sanitary  measures. 

All  public  halls  in  the  county  are  well  ventilated,  are  pro- 
vided with  means  of  egress  in  case  of  fire  and  furnished  with 
stoves. 

The  public  school  buildings  occepy  suitable  sites  for  good 
drainage  and  water;  are  well  heated,  lighted  and  ventilated, 
and  none  have   been  suspended  on  account  of  an  epidemic. 

The  county  jail  at  Coffeeville  has  been  examined  and  found 
very  nicely  kept.  About  one  hundred  prisoners  have  been 
confined  therein,  without  a  death,  and  no  illness  of  any  note. 

The  poor  house  is  in  fair  sanitary  condition  and  has  had 
during  the  year  only  eight  or  ten  occupants,  with  no  deaths. 

Slaughter  houses,  market  houses  and  butcher  stalls  have 
been  under  constant  watch,  and  each  departure  from  the 
strictest  sanitary  rules  have  beem  immediately  corrected. 
The  water  supply  for  drinking  and  culinary  use  is  obtained 
principally  from  wells   and  is  generally  pure  and  salutory. 

No  vital  or  mortuary  statistics  have  been  kept,  and  lam 
totally  unable  to  even  approximate  the  number  of  births,  but 
am  of  the  opinion  that  "the  birth  rate  has  increased  in  adverse 
ratio  to  the  mortality  rate." 

Most  towns  in  the  State  have  no  sewerage  system  what- 
ever, and  are  dependent  upon  drainage  for  cleanliness,  there- 
fore the  idea  is  prevalent  that  because  a  town  has  a  stream 
taking  a  serpentine  course  through  it,  it  must  prove  the  re- 
ceptacle for  all  waste  and  putrescent  material,  and  that 
privies  should  ornament  the  banks  from  source  to  mouth. 
This  is  a  very  erroneous,  besides  a  dangerous  idea,  and 
should  be  condemned  by  every  health  officer  wherever  found. 

This  condition  we  have  in  Water  Valley,  and  at  night, 
during  the  hot  months,  the  air  becomes  so  foully  pregnant 
with  poisonous  vapors,  that  the  stench  is  almost  stifling.  But 
before  another  summer  appears  we  hope  to  very  materially 
improve  this  condition.  Unless  a  perfect  underground  sewer- 
age system  can  be  had  and  maintained,  it  is  far  safer  to  have 
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dry  privy  vaults   and  trust  to  free  and  frequent  distribution 
of  unslacked  lime  and  dry  earth. 

The  suggestion  that  has  been  so  frequently  offered,  that 
every  physician  be  required  to  keep  vital  and  mortuary  sta- 
tistics, I  think  a  wise  one,  and  should  receive  sufficient  atten 
tion  to  insure  its  adoption  by  every  physician. 
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FIRST  DISTRICT. 

J.  M.  Taylor,  M.   D Corinth 
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REPORT  OF  THE  PRESIDENT. 


His  Excellency  John  M.  Stone,  Governor  of  Mississippi: 

Since  the  last  report  from  this  office,  October  1,  1891,  the 
public-health  conditions  throughout  the  State  have  been  sat- 
isfactory. 

No  infectious  or  contagious  diseases  have  obtained  preva- 
lence in  any  locality,  and  our  Coast  Quarantine  Inspectors 
have  entirely  excluded  exotic  pests  from  our  shores. 

News  of  the  introduction  of  cholera  into  New  York  City 
in  September,  1892,  aroused  strong  public  apprehension,  and 
a  clamor  for  State  quarantine  came  up  from  various  quar- 
ters and  sources.  But  the  President  and  Secretary,  deem- 
ing the  danger  insufficient  to  warrant  so  serious  and  costly 
a  step,  called  a  meeting  of  the  State  Board  of  Health,  which 
adopted  conservative  measures  fully  meeting  the  apparent 
menace  and  quieting  the  general  alarm. 

By  operation  of  the  "Code  of  1892/'  the  existence  of  the 
present  State  Board  of  Health  expires  to-day,  and  is  suc- 
ceeded by  a  new  organization. 

Bespectfully  submitted, 

J.    M.    GrltEENE,    M.    D., 

Pres.  State  Board  of  Health. 
Aberdeen,  Miss.,  November  1,  1892. 


MINUTES.-1892. 


Jackson,  Mississippi,  April  18,  1892. 

The  State  Board  of  Health  met  at  11  o'clock,  a.  m.  There 
were  present :  Br.  Greene,  President ;  Drs.  Ward,  Hyer, 
Howard,  Taylor,  Grant,  Dowry,  McGehee,  Kittrell,  Hunter, 
Sexton,  Trotter,  and  Johnston. 

The  minutes  of  the  preceding  meeting  were  read  and 
adopted. 

The  appeal  of  J.  W.  Morris  from  the  decision  of  the 
Board  of  Censors  of  the  5th  district,  was  taken  up  for  con- 
sideration, and  the  decision  of  the  Censors  was  affirmed. 

The  appeal  of  J.  S.  Jackson  from  the  decision  of  the 
Board  of  Censors  of  the  2d  district  being  considered,  the 
decision  of  the  Censors  was, affirmed. 

On  motion,  the  Board  adjourned  until  3  o'clock,  p.  m. 

AFTERNOON  SESSION. 

The  Board  met  at  3  o'clock. 

The  appeal  of  J.  C.  Wilkins  from  the  decision  of  the 
Board  of  Censors  of  the  2d  district,  was  considered,  and  the 
decision  of  the  Censors  was  affirmed. 

The  appeal  of  A.  L.  Emerson  from  the  decision  of  the 
Board  of  Censors  of  the  2d  district,  was  considered,  and  the 
decision  of  the  Censors  was  affirmed. 

The  appeal  of  J.  J.  Landreth  from  the  decision  of  the 
Censors  of  the  2d  District,  was  considered  and  the  decision 
of  the  Censors  was  affirmed. 

The  appeal  of  Jas.  E.  Carroll  from  the  decision  of  the 
Board  of  Censors  of  the  1st  District  was  considered  and  the 
decision  of  the  Censors  was  affirmed. 

The  following  gentlemen  were  nominated  as  a  Board  of 
Health  for  Jackson  county :  S.  S.  Henry,  J.  W.  Stewart,  Dr. 
W.  A.  Cox,  Chas.  Boster  and  Geo.  W.  Davis. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Kittrell,  the  Executive  Committee  was 
authorized  to  furnish  the  necessary  money  to  assist  the 
Jackson  County  Board   of  Health  in  conducting  quarantine. 

Dr.  E.  F.  Griffin  was  nominated  as  Quarantine  Physician 
at  the  Port  of  Pascagoula. 
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On  motion  of  Dr.  Hunter  the  salary  of  the  Quarantine 
Physician  at  the  Ship  Island  Station  was  fixed  at  $250.00  a 
month. 

Dr.  J.  J.  Haralson  was  nominated  as  the  Quarantine  Phy- 
sician at  the  Ship  Island  Station. 

Dr.  J.  M.  Greene  was  elected  President  during  the  remain- 
der of  the  term  of  service  of  this  Board. 

Drs.  Trotter,  McGehee  and  Lowry  were  appointed  to  ex- 
amine the  books  and  vouchers  of  the  Secretary. 

Drs.  Johnston,  Hunter  and  Howard  were  elected  to  serve 
as  an  Executive  Committee  for  the  remainder  of  the  term  of 
service  of  this  Board.  Dr.  Johnston  was  designated  as 
Chairman. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  examine  the  books  and 
vouchers  of  the  Secretary  reported  as  follows : 

Jackson,  Miss.,  April  18,  1892. 

To  the  President  Board  of  Health : 

We  your  Committee  appointed  to  examine  the  Secretary's 
books  for  1891,  would  respectfully  report  that  we  have  per- 
formed that  duty  and  find  the  books  and  accounts  correct. 
Signed  : 

T.  E.  Trotter, 

E.    L.    McGeHEE, 

M.  J.  Lowry. 
On  motion  of  Dr.  Gant  the  committee  to  prepare  questions 
for  the  Boards  of  Censors,  was  continued. 

The  following  bills  of  members  were  allowed  : 

Dr.  Taylor  $32.70,  Dr.   Greene  $26.50,   Dr.  Ward  $16.40, 

Dr.  Howard   $14.50,  Dr.   Gant  $24.90,   Dr.    Lowry,  $20.20, 

Dr.  Sexton  $10.20,    Dr.  Hyer  $22.20,  Dr.  Toombs  $23.90, 

Dr.  McGehee  $28.00,  Dr.  Kittrell  $24.20,  Dr.  Trotter  $16.40. 

On  motion  the  Board  adjourned. 


Jackson,  Miss.,  Sept,  19,  1892. 

The  State  Board  of  Health  met  in  the  Senate  Chamber  at 
10  o'clock,  a.  m.  There  were  present :  Dr.  Greene,  Presi- 
dent, Drs.  Lowry,  Trotter,  Gant,  Toombs,  Hunter,  Taylor, 
McGehee,  Howard  and  Johnston. 

The  President  announced  the  object  of  the  meeting  to  be 
for  the  consideration  of  the  situation  in  regard  to  cholera. 

The  following  was  adopted: 

Resolved,  That  in  view  of  the  fact  that  cholera  prevails  in 
several  parts  of  Europe  and  has  made  its  appearance  in  this 
country,  it  is  hereby  ordered  by  the  Mississippi  State  Board 
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of  Health,  that  no  railroad,  steamboat  or  other  public  carrier, 
shall  bring  into  this  State  any  person,  baggage  or  freight 
from  a  place  infected  with  cholera,  who  does  not  hold  a  cer- 
tificate from  the  local  health  authorities  of  such  place  that 
they  have  not  been  exposed  to  infection  ;  and  the  chief 
health  officers  and  local  health  authorities  are  charged  with 
the  enforcement  of  this  order,  and  any  violation  of  it  shall 
be  punished  as  the  law  provides. 

Drs.  Greene,  Taylor,  Toombs  and  Johnston  were  ap- 
pointed a  committee  to  prepare  a  circular  on  cholera. 

Dr.  Murrell  was  nominated  as  Chief  Health  Officer  of 
Bolivar  county  vice  Dr.  J.  E.  Halbert,  deceased. 

Dr.  W.  E.  Todd  was  nominated  as  Chief  Health  Officer  of 
Hinds  county  vice  Dr.  G-.  K.  Harrington,  resigned. 

The  following  bills  of  members  were  allowed  ; 

Dr.  Taylor  $29. 00,  Dr.  Greene  §24.60,  Dr.  Toombs  $24.45, 
Dr.  McGehee  $31.10,  Dr.  Gant  $18.90,  Dr.  Trotter  $16.30, 
Dr.  Dowry  $16.70,  Dr.  Howard  $9.00. 

On  motion  the  Board  adjourned. 


RECEIPTS      AND      EXPENDITURES      FROM      JANUARY      1,     1892, 
TO     NOVEMBER     15.     1892. 


POSTAGE,    EXPRESSAGE    AND    TELEGRAMS. 
1892.  DR. 

September  10 — To  amount  from  Auditor $48  13 

November    1 — To  amount  from  Auditor 8  64 


$56  77 
1892.  cr. 

By  amount  due  Secretary  in  1 891 $36  86 

March  30 — By  postage  stamps 4  00 

April  2 — By  telegrams  sent 1  12 

April  26 — By  postage  stamps 4  00 

June  21 — By  expressage  on  money  sent  to   Dr.  J.  J. 

Haralson,  Quarantine  Physician 40 

July  27 — By  expressage  on  money  sent  to  Dr.  J.  J. 

Haralson,  Quarantine  Physician 65 

August  11 — By  expressage  on  money  sentto  Dr.  J.  J. 

Haralson,  Quarantine  Physician 75 

August  31 — By  telegram  sent 35 

September  18 — By  telegrams  sent  and  received 1  29 

September  20 — By  telegram  sent 40 
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September  30 — By  telegram  sent 25 

October  13 By  expressage  on  money  sent  to  Dr.  J. 

J.  Haralson,  Quarantine  Physician 1  30 

October  17 — By    expressage    on   Auditor's    warrant 

sent  to  the  Biloxi  Herald 25 

October   17 — By   expressage  on  warrant  sent  to  E. 

Glennan 25 

October  17 — By  expressage  on  money  sent  to  G-eorge 

T.  Hodgins 25 

October  17 — By  expressage  on  warrant  sent  to    I.  L. 

Lyons  &  Co 25 

October  20 — By  postage  stamps 4  00 

October  25 — By  expressage  on  Auditor's  warrant  sent 

to  F.  H.  Lewis  in  payment  of  James  Smith's 

bill 25 

October  25 — By  expressage  on  Auditor's  warrant  sent 

to  J.  A.  Khodes  in  payment  of  S.  T.  Taylor's 

bill 15 

$56  77 


FOR    QUARANTINE    PURPOSES. 
1892.  DR. 

October  25 — To  amount  from  Auditor $17  GO 

October  25 — To  amount  from  Auditor 44  00 


$61  00 
1892.                                cr. 
October  25 — By  bill  of  S.  T.  Taylor  for  storage  of 
quarantine  property  from  May  1, 1891,  to  Octo- 
ber 1,  1892,  at  Meridian $17  00 

October  25 — By  bill  of  James  Smith  for  storage  of 
quarantine  property  for  fifteen  months  to  April 
1,  1892.  and  from  April  1,  1892,  to  November 
1,  1892,  at  Scranton 44  00 

$61  00 


FOR    SHIP    I8LAND    QUARANTINE    STATION. 
1892.  DR. 

June  21— To  amount  from  Auditor $  122  00 

July  27 — To  amount  from  Auditor 307  37 

June  5 — To  amount  fees  received  from  station 30  00 
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June  9 — To  amount  fees  received  from  station ....  5  00 

*August  10 — To  amount  from  Auditor 385  00 

July  10 — To  amount  fees  received  from  station ....  10  00 

July  29 — To  amount  fees  received  from  station.  ...  20  00 

August  8 — To  amount  fees  received  from  station. .  .  27  50 

September  2 — To  amount  fees  received  from  station  30  00 

October  13— To  amount  from  Auditor 1299  60 

October  17 — To  amount  from  Auditor 54  85 

October  17 — To  amount  from  Auditor 7  00 

October  17 — To  amount  from  Auditor 12  35 

October  17 — To  amount  from  Auditor 50  00 

October  22 — To  amount  fees  from  station 10  00 

October  29 — To  amount  fees  from  station.. .......  10  00 

Total $2380  67 

*The  Auditor  has  this  date  August  nth. 


1892.  cr. 

June  21 — By  bill  John  Serra  for  services  as  boat- 
man from  May  4  to  May  31  (27  days) 27  00 

June  21 — By  bill  J.  C.  Batton  for  services  as  boat- 
man for  month  of  May 30  00 

June  21 — By  bill  sloop  Lauria  Clark  for  transpor- 
tation of  mail  and  supplies  for  month  of 
May 35  00 

June  21 — By  bill  John  W.  O'Brien  for  services  as 

fumigator  for  month  of  May 30  00 

July  27 — By  bill  Dr.  J.  J.  Haralson,  for  services  as 
quarantine  physician  tor  month  of  May,  for 
boarding  2  men  for  1  month  and  1  man  for 
27  days,  and  for  expenses 307  37 

July  27 — By  amount  paid  into  State  Treasury,  fees 

from  station ...        35  00 

August  10 — By  bill  John  Serra  for  services  as  boat- 
man for  month  of  June 30  00 

August  10 — By  bill  Jno.  W.  O'Brien,  for  services  as 

fumigator  for  month  of  June 30  00 

August  10 — By    bill  J.   C.   Batton,  for  services   as 

boatman  for  month  of  June 30  00 

August  10 — .by  bill  Dr.  J.  J.  Haralson,  for  services 
as  quarantine  physician  for  month  of  June, 
and  for  boarding  3    men 295  00 

September  10 — By  amount  paid  into  State  Treas- 
ury, fees  from    station 57  50 

October  13 — By  amount  paid  into   State  Treasury, 

fees  from  station 30  00 
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October  13— By  bill  P.  W.  Eaton,  for  transporta- 
tion of  mail  and  supplies  for  month  of  June.        35  00 

October  13 — By  bill  J.   C.  Batton,  for  services  as 

boatman  for  month  of  June 30  00 

October  13 — By  bill  Jno.  Serra,  for  services  as  boat- 
man for  month  of  July 30  00 

October  13 — By  bill  Jno.  W.  O'Brien,  for  services 

as  fumigator  for  month  of  July 30  00 

October  13 — By  bill  F.  W.  Eaton,  for  carrying  mail 

and  supplies  for  month  of  July 35  00 

October  13 — By  bill  Dr.  J.  J.  Haralson,  for  services 
as  quarantine  physician  for  month  of  July, 
for  boarding  3  men  and  for  cash  paid  for 
stamps 296  50 

October  13 — By  bill  Jno.  Serra,  for  services  as  boat- 
man from  August  1  to  August  15  inclusive.  .        15  00 

October  13 — By  bill  J.  C.  Batton,  for  services  as 

boatman  for  month  of  August 30  00 

October  13 — Bill    Jno.  W.  O'Brien,  for  services  as 

fumigator  for  month  of  August 30  00 

October  13 — By  bill  Thos.   Shines,  for  services  as 

boatman  from  August  16  to  August  31 15  00 

October  13— By  bill  F.  W.  Eaton,  for  carrying  mail 

and  supplies  for  month  of  August 35  00 

October  13 — By  bill  Dr.  J.  J.  Haralson,  for  services 
as  quarantine  physician  for  month  of  August, 
for  boarding  3  men  and  for  stamps 296  00 

October  13 — By  bill  F.  W.  Eaton,  for  carrying  mail 

and  supplies  for  month  of  September 35  00 

October  13— By  bill  J.   C.  Batton,  for  services  as 

boatman  for  month  of  September 30  00 

October  13— By  bill  Jno.  W.  O'Brien,  for  services 

as  fumigator  for  month  of  September 30  00 

October  13 — By  bill  Thos.  Shines,   for  services  as 

boatman  for  month  of  September 30  00 

October  13 — By  bill  Dr.  J.  J.  Haralson,  for  services 
as  quarantine  physician  for  September,  for 
board  of  three  men  and  for   expenses 297  10 

October  17 — By  bill  E.  Grlennan,  articles  furnished 

quarantine   station 54  85 

October  17 — By  bill  I.  L.  Lyons  &  Co.,  for  disin- 
fectants      12  35 

October  17 — By  bill  Biloxi  Herald,  for  letter  heads 

and  envelopes  for  station 7  00 

October  17— By    bill    Geo.    T.  Hodgins,     for    cat 

boat 50  00 
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October  29 — By  amount  paid  into  State  Treasury, 

fees  from  station .        20  00 


Total $2380  67 


Amount  furnished  Jackson  County  Board  of  Health  (under 
the  provisions  of  an  Act  supplementary  to  an  act  to 
amend  the  statutes  in  regard  to  Boards  of  Health,  ap- 
proved February  28,  1880). 

1892. 

June  1 $  500  00 

July  27 1000  00 


Total S1500  00 


Expenses  of  Members  of  the  Board,  and  Their   Per  Diem 
in  Attending  Meetings. 

MEETING  ON  APRIL  18,   1892,  AT  JACKSON. 

E.  L.  McGehee $  28  00 

M.  J.  Lowry 20  20 

H.  A.  (rant 24  90 

T.  E.  Trotter 16  40 

B.  F.  Kittrell 24  20 

K.  S.   Toombs 23  90 

W.  F.  Hyer $  22  20 

L.  Sexton 12  20 

R.E.Howard 14  50 

B.F.Ward 16  40 

J.  M.  Greene   26  50 

J.M.Taylor 32  70 

Total $  262  10 

MEETING    ON    SEPTEMBER    19,    AT    JACKSON. 

E.  L.  McGehee $  31  10 

T.  R.  Trotter 16  30 

H.  A.  Gant 18  90 

E.  S.  Toombs 24  45 

J.  M.  Greene 24  60 

E.  E.  Howard 9  00 
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M.  J.  Lowry 16  70 

J.M.Taylor 29  00 

Total 9  170  05 


Secretary's  salary  from  December  5,  1891,  to    Nov- 
ember 1,  1892 $  726  70 
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PRESIDENT. 
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SECRETARY. 

Wirt  Johnston,  M.  D Jackson 

PROM    THE    STATE    AT    LARGE. 

W.  B.  Sanpord,  M.  D Corinth 

J.  F.  Hunter,  M.  D Jackson 

*W.  H.  White,  M.  D Brandon 

S.  E.  Dunn,  M.  D Greenville 

H.  A.  Gant,  M.  D Water  Yalley 
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SECOND    DISTRICT. 
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THIRD    DISTRICT. 

E.  S.  Toombs,  M.  D Greenville 

FOURTH    DISTRICT. 

B.  F.  Kittrell,  M.  D Black  Hawk 

FIFTH    DISTRICT. 

W.  F.  Hyer,  M.  D Meridian 

SIXTH     DISTRICT. 

E.  F.  Griffin,  M.  D Moss  Point 

SEVENTH    DISTRICT. 

Wirt  Johnston,  M.  D Jackson 

*Deceased. 


REPORT  OF  PRESIDENT. 


To  His  Excellency,  John  M.  Stone,  Governor  of  Mississippi : 

The  State  Board  of  Health  was  re-organized  according  to 
law,  early  in  the  month  of  November,  1892,  since  which  time 
there  has  been  no  epidemic  of  contagious  or  infectious  dis- 
ease within  the  borders  of  the  State  requiring  interference 
at  .their  hands.  In  fact  for  the  past  twelve  months,  from  all 
parts  of  the  State,  we  have  tidings  of  an  almost  unparalleled 
condition  of  healthfulness  and  absence  of  disease  of  a  severe 
or  fatal  nature.  The  presence  of  yellow  fever  in  Brunswick, 
Georgia,  closely  connected  as  it  is  with  all  the  railroad  lines 
entering  the  State  along  our  eastern  and  southern  border, 
has,  in  the  judgment  of  the  Board  of  Health,  necessitated  the 
establishment  of  quarantine  inspection  stations  at  several 
points,  to  avoid  the  introduction  of  the  dread  disease  within 
the  State. 

Our  quarantine  inspection  station  at  Ship  Island  has  been 
continued  during  the  past  two  years,  and  the  Jackson  county 
quarantine  at  Eound  Island  has  received  financial  assistance 
during  the  same  period,  as  is  required  by  law.  These  sta- 
tions covering  as  they  do  the  only  harbors  on  the  Mississippi 
coast  which  are  liable  to  infection  of  yellow  fever  from  ves- 
sels clearing  from  tropical  ports,  are  of  the  utmost  import- 
ance to  our  people  during  the  summer  months,  and  it  is 
gratifying  to  know  that  since  they  have  been  under  the 
supervision  and  control  of  the  Mississippi  State  Board  of 
Health  no  case  of  yellow  fever  has  entered  the  State  through 
their  portals. 

Under  the  law  of  1892,  the  work  of  the  State  Board  of 
Health  is  more  cumbersome  and  expensive  than  in  previous 
years.  Hitherto  the  Board  was  permitted  to  appoint  an  ex- 
ecutive committee,  having  all  the  powers  granted  by  law  to 
the  full  Board,  such  powers  only  to  be  exercised  during  the 
intervals  between  the  sessions  of  the  Board.  Under  the  law 
of  1892  no  such  privilege  is  granted,  and  in  cases  of  emerg- 
ency it  becomes  necessary  to  summon  the  whole  Board  to 
meet  before  any  legal  action  can  be  taken.  This  is  a  hard- 
ship for  the  Board,  as  their  pay  is  meager,  and  expensive  to 
the  State. 


18  State  Board  of  Health. 

The  provision  of  law  requiring  examinations  of  applicants 
for  license  to  practice  medicine  in  the  State,  to  be  made  by 
the  full  Board,  has  proven  to  be  eminently  satisfactory, 
since  it  has  served  to  elevate  the  standard  of  examinations 
and  will  tend  to  elevate  the  standing  of  the  medical  pro- 
fession in  the  State  and  thereby  furnish  a  better  class  of 
physicians  to  the  people  than  they  have  had  in  the  past. 

In  regard  to  details  of  the  workings  of  the  Board  for  the 
past  two  years,  its  expenses,  &c,  I  refer  to  the  report  of  the 
secretary  and  executive  officer,  Dr.  Wirt  Johnston. 
"Very  respectfully, 

W.  F.  HYEE, 
Pres.  Miss.  State  B'd  of  Health. 


MINUTES-1892. 


Jackson,  Miss.,  November  15,  1892. 

In  pursuance  of  the  call  of  the  Governor,  the  following 
gentlemen,  commissioned  as  members  of  the  Mississippi 
State  Board  of  Health,  met  at  the  Capitol  this  day  for  the 
purpose  of  organizing  said  Board,  viz  :  Dr.  J.  M.  Greene, 
First  Congressional  District;  Dr.  John  Wright,  Second  Con- 
gressional District;  Dr.  E.  S.  Toombs,  Third  Congressional 
District;  Dr.  B.  F.  Kittrell,  Fourth  Congressional  Distriet ; 
Dr.  W.  F.  Hyer,  Fifth  Congressional  District;  Dr.  E.  F. 
Griffin,  Sixth  Congressional  District;  Dr.  Wirt  Johnston, 
Seventh  Congressional  District;  and  Dr.  J.  F.  Hunter,  Dr. 
W.  B.  Sanford,  Dr.  W.  H.  White,  Dr.  S.  E.  Dunn  and  Dr. 
H.  A.  Gant  from  the  State-at-large. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Hyer,  Dr.  Greene  was  called  to  the 
Chair,  and  Dr.  Johnston  was  chosen  Secretary  pro  tern. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Kittrell  the  Board  proceeded  to  a  per- 
manent organization,  and  a  ballot  was  taken  for  President, 
which  resulted  in  the  election  of  Dr.  W.  F.  Hyer. 

A  ballot  being  taken  for  Secretary  resulted  in  the  election 
of  Dr.  Wirt  Johnston. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Sanford  the  election  of  President  and 
Secretary  was  made  unanimous. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Griffin  the  terms  of  office  of  the  Presi- 
dent and  Secretary  were  fixed  so  as  to  expire  at  the  same 
time  as  the  terms  of  the  members  of  the  Board. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Johnston  a  committee  of  three  was  ap- 
pointed to  inform  the  Governor  of  the  organization  of  the 
Board.     Committee  :     Drs.  Greene,  Wright  and  Sanford. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Toombs  a  committee  of  three  was  ap- 
pointed to  prepare  rules  and  regulations  for  the  issuance  of 
temporary  licenses  to  practice  medicine,  form  of  application 
for  licenses  of  non-residents,  form  of  application  to  be  ex- 
amined and  rules  and  regulations  governing  examinations 
for  license  by  the  Board.  Committee  :  Drs.  Kittrell,  Wright 
and  Gant. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Greene,  Dr.  Johnston  was  added  to  the 
committee. 

On  motion  the  Board  adjourned  until  3  o'clock  p.  m. 
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afternoon  session. 

The  Board  met  at  3  o'clock.  Present :  Dr.  Hyer,  Presi- 
dent Drs.  Sanford,  Griffin,  Kittrell,  Greene,  Hunter,  Toombs, 
Grant,  Dunn,  White  and  Johnston. 

The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  rules  to  govern  ex- 
aminations and  forms  for  licenses  and  applications  for 
licenses  made  a  report  through  Dr.  Kittrell,  chairman  of 
the  committee,  which  on  motion  was  adopted. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Sanford  the  following  was  adopted  : 

Resolved,  That  two-thirds  of  the  members  of  the  Board 
present  at  a  meeting  shall  vote  for  an  applicant  in  order  to 
grant  him  a  license  to  practice  medicine. 

The  following  offered  by  Dr.  Toombs  was  adopted : 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  eight  members  of  the  Board 
be  appointed  to  prepare  questions  for  the  examination  of 
applicants  for  license  to  practice  medicine,  for  the  session 
of  this  Board  to  be  held  on  the  first  Tuesday  in  April,  1893, 
and  that  the  same  be  submitted  to  the  Secretary  not  later 
than  the  15th  of  February.  The  President  appointed  the 
following  committee :  Drs.  Wright,  Toombs,  Grant,  Sanford, 
Greene,  White,  Hunter  and  Dunn. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Kittrell  the  quarantine  rules  and>egu- 
lations  of  the  old  State  Board  of  Health  were  adopted. 

Dr.  B.  J.  Turner  was  appointed  Health  Officer  of  Han- 
cock county. 

Dr.  Carroll  Kendrick  was  appointed  Health  Officer  of 
Alcorn  county  vice  Dr.  W.  B.  Sanford,  resigned. 

Dr.  J.  T.  B.  Berry  was  appointed  Health  Officer  of  Eankin 
county  vice  Dr.  W.  H.  White,  resigned. 

Dr.  Edwin  Wright  was  appointed  Health  Officer  of  Panola 
county  vice  Dr.  D.  A.  Kinchloe,  deceased. 

On  motion  Dr.  Kittrell  it  was  decided  to  discontinue  the 
Ship  Island  Quarantine  Station  for  the  season,  and  Dr. 
Griffin  was  authorized  to  arrange  for  the  inspection  of  vessels 
there. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Toombs  the  thanks  of  the  Board  were 
tendered  Miss  Bose  Tucker,  Librarian,  for  the  use  of  the 
library. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Hunter,  the  Secretary  was  authorized 
in  case  of  the  outbreak  of  an  epidemic,  to  establish  quaran- 
tine, and  to  enforce  measures  to  suppress  outbreaks  of  con- 
tagious or  infectious  diseases  in  the  State,  with  full  power 
to  carry  out  the  object?  of  the  law  in  the  intervals  of  the 
sessions  of  the  Board. 

The  following  bills  of  members  for  expenses  and  per  diem 
in  attending  the  meeting  were  allowed:  Dr.  Gant,  $20.90  ; 
Dr.  Kittrell,  $22.90 ;  Dr.  Griffin,  $29.50 ;  Dr.  Hunter,  $3.00; 
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Dr.  Wright,  $24.70  ;  Dr.  Toombs,  $25.70  ;  Dr.  Dunn,  $25.70; 
Dr.  White,  $8.90  ;  Dr.  Sanford,  $29.70  ;  Dr.  Greene,  $24.60; 
Dr.  Hyer,  $21.50. 

On  motion,  the  Board  adjourned. 


Jackson,  Miss.,  April  4,  1893. 

The  Board  of  Health  met  in  the  State  Capitol.  Present : 
Dr.  Hyer,  President ;  Drs.  Hunter,  White,  Greene,  Toombs, 
Griffin,  Sanford,  Dunn,  Wright,  Kittrell,  Gant  and  Johnston. 

The  examination  of  the  following  applicants  for  license  to 
practice  medicine  was  begun  :  J.  E.  Luter,  C.  L.  Maples,  J.  O. 
Cargile,  Y.  M.  Perry,  John  A.  Harper,  W.  P.  Scales,  P.  R,  Ba- 
cot,  W.  C.  Jolliff,  John  Tackett,  E.  G.  Goit,  C.  E.  Catching, 
J.  A.  Barroum',  W.  A.  Johns,  C.  C.  White,  G.  A.  Cain,  S. 
Herman,  D.  H.  Fondren,  W.  B.  Holland,  C.  C.  McAlister. 
John  M.  Smith,  Geo.  A.  Hendon,  Wm.  M.  Howsley,  J.  T. 
Woodruff,  W.  G.  Dorrah,  L.  T.  Burbridge,  J.  L.  Lenoir,  Jr., 

E.  C.  Cunningham,  J.  R.  Jiggitts,  T.  P.  Weaver,  G.  L.  Har- 
bour, J.  T.  Synnott,  J.  S.  Jackson,  C.  Y.  Gilmore,  J.  M. 
Greene,  Jr.,  W.  W.  Hammons,  Richet  E.  Dicken,  Joseph 
C.  Armstrong,  Henry  E.  King,  R.  G.  Elliott,  A.  P.  Steele, 
1ST.  B.  Smith,  F.  M.  Sheppard,  W.  C.  McCarley,  L.  T.  Miller, 
W.  J.  Marsalis,  John  F.  Mills,  L.  M.  Leonard,  M.  H.  Baugh, 
H.  C,  Kent,  E.  J.  Scott,  J.  R.  Williams,  Chas.  D.  Davis,  J. 
P.  Jones,  G.  C.  McGowan,  W.  A.  Spivey,  Thos.  W.  Huey, 
H.  M.  Folkes,  A.  B.  Mayfield,  Sam'l  W.  Martin,  J.  W.  Seale, 
C.  A.  Scilling,  J.  W.  Spicer,  J.  E.  Hall,  J.  M.   Batchelor,  J. 

F.  Moore,  Jr.,  D.  S.  Middleton,  W.  G.  Saunders,  F.  Y.  Mc- 
Ree,  J.  Y.  Hamilton,  I.  E.  Stennis,  R.  Y.  Jones,  J.  L.  Rob- 
ertson, A.  L.  Emerson,  H.  C.  Overstreet,  J.  S.  Brooks,  C. 
W.  Johnson  and  J.  B.  Jarvis. 


Jackson,  Miss.,  April  5,  1893. 

The  Board  met  at  10  o'clock  a.  m.  Present :  Dr.  Hyer, 
President;  Drs.  Hunter,  White,  Greene,  Toombs,  Griffin,  San- 
ford, Dunn,  Wright,  Kittrell,  Gant  and  Johnston. 

The  consideration  of  the  examinations  of  the  applicants 
for  license  to  practice  medicine  was  commenced. 

On  motion,  the  Board  adjourned. 
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Jackson,  Miss.,  April  6, 1893. 

The  Board  met  at  10  o'clock  a.  m.,  and  the  consideration 
of  the  examinations  of  the  applicants  for  license  was  re- 
sumed. 

It  was  decided  that  the  following  gentlemen  were  entitled 
to  license :  C.  L.  Maples,  V.  M.  Perry,  E.  G.  Goit,  J.  A. 
Barroum,  W.  A.  Johns,  C.  C.  White,  D.  H.  Fondren,  W.  B. 
Holland,  C.  C.  McAlister,  Geo.  A.  Hendon,  fm.  M.  Hows- 
ley,  J.  T.  Woodruff,  W.  Gr.  Dorrah,  L.  T.  Burbridge,  J.  B.  Jig- 
gitts,  J.  T.  Synnot,  J.  S.  Jackson,  J.  M.  Greene,  Jr.,  W.  W. 
Ham'mons,  Joseph  C.  Armstrong,  F.  M.  Sheppard,  W.  C. 
McCarley,  L.  T.  Miller,  W.  J.  Marsalis,  John  F.  Wills,  H. 
C.  Kent,  J.  B.  Williams,  Chas.  D.  Davis,  H.  M.  Folkes,  A. 
B.  Mayfield,  J.  W.  Seale,  J.  M.  Batchelor,  J.  Y.  Hamilton, 
I.  E.  Stennis,  B.  V.  Jones,  J.  L.  Bobertson,  H.  C.  Overstreet, 
J.  B.  Brooks,  J.  B.  Jarvis. 

In  the  case  of  Dr.  H.  H.  Hughes,  who  had  passed  a  favor- 
able examination  before  the  censors,  but  failed  to  have  his 
license  recorded,  within  the  prescribed  period,  on  motion  of 
Dr.  Sanford,  his  former  examination  was  considered,  and  it 
being  found  satisfactory,  it  was  decided  to  grant  him  a 
license. 

On  motion  the  Board  adjourned. 


Jackson,  Miss.,  April  7,  1893. 

The  Board  met  and  there  were  present :  Dr.  Hyer,  Presi- 
dent, Drs.  Sanford,  Wright,  Dunn,  Toombs,  Kittrell,  Gant, 
White,  Hunter,  Griffin,  Greene  and  Johnston. 

The  Board  proceeded  to  the  appointment  of  County 
Health  Officers  with  the  following  result : 

Adams Dr.  J.  C.  Ballard Natchez 

Alcorn Dr.  B.  G.  Barnhill Corinth 

Amite Dr.  C.  H.  Bates Bates  Mill 

Attala Dr.  M.  W.  Hamilton Shrock 

Benton Dr.  Frank  Fewell Asbland 

Bolivar Dr.  T.  A.  Harris Bosedale 

Calhoun Dr.  C.  Montgomery Banner 

Carroll Dr.  G.  W.  Vasser Carrollton 

Chickasaw Dr.  W.  H.  Miller Okolona 

Choctaw Dr.  B.  K.  Prewett Ackerman 

Claiborne Dr.  W.  D.  Bedus Port  Gibson 

Clarke Dr.  S.  S.  Turner DeSoto 

Clay Dr.  J.  B.  Gresham West  Point 

Coahoma Dr.  J.  N.  D.  Shinkle Friars'  Point 
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County.  Name.  Postoffice. 

Copiah Dr.  A.  B.  Pitts Hazlehurst 

Covington Dr.  Alex  Fairley 

DeSoto Dr.  W.  S.  Weissenger Hernando 

G-reene Dr.  B.  F.  Hamrick State  Line 

Grenada Dr.  A.  C.  Kuykendall Grenada 

Hancock Dr.  E.  J.  Turner Bay  St.  Louis 

Harrison Dr.  J.  J.  Washington Handsboro 

Hinds Dr.  F.  L.  Fulgham Jackson 

Holmes Dr.  B.  A.  Sheppard Lexington 

Issaquena Dr.  E.  D.  Farrish Mayersville 

Itawamba Dr.  M.  W.  Howard Falton 

Jackson Dr.  W.  E.  Kell Scranton 

Jasper Dr.  B.  F.  Duke Lake  Corao 

Jefferson Dr.  A.  K.  McNair Fayette 

Jones Dr.  E.  L.  Turner Ellisville 

Kemper Dr.  W.  H.  Lipscomb Scooba 

Lafayette Dr.  W.  H.  Baird Oxford 

Lauderdale Dr.  M.  J.  Thompson Meridian 

Lawrence Dr.  G.  A.  Teunisson Monticello 

Leake Dr.  B.  N.  Ward Carthage 

Lee Dr.  J.  W.  Gilbert Tupelo 

Leflore Dr.  J.  H.  Lucas Greenwood 

Lincoln Dr.  J.  W.  Bennett Brookhaven 

Lowndes Dr.  B.  A.  Vaughn Columbus 

Madison Dr.  C.  S.  Priestley Canton 

Marion Dr.  T.  B.  Ford Columbia 

Marshall Dr.  Chesley  Daniel Holly  Springs 

Monroe Dr.  W.  M.  Payne. Aberdeen 

Montgomery  ....  Dr.  B.  F.  Ward Winona 

Neshoba Dr.  E.  L.  White Philadelphia 

Newton Dr.  Barton  Hinton Decatur 

Noxubee Dr.  H.  A.  Minor Macon 

Oktibbeha Dr.  J.  S.  Montgomery Starkville 

Panola Dr.  Edwin  Wright Sardis 

Pearl  Eiver. . . .    Dr.  Jas.  G.  Cherry Lumberton 

Perry Dr.  J.  H.  Cook Augusta 

Pike Dr.  W.  M.  Wroten Magnolia 

Pontotoc Dr.  C.  B.  Mitchell Pontotoc 

Prentiss   Dr.  S.  N.  Walker Baldwyn 

Quitman Dr.  J.  H.  Phipps Belen 

Eankin Dr.  J.  T.'B.  Berry Brandon 

Scott Dr.  H.  H.  Haralson Forest 

Sharkey Dr.  J.  C.  Hall Anguilla 

Simpson Dr.   D.  McCallum Westville 

Smith Dr.  A.  G.  McLaurin Burns 

Sunflower , .  Dr.  A.  L.  Cannon Indianola 
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County.  Name.  Postoffice. 

Tallahatchie  .  .  .  .Dr.  A.  A.  Wheat Harrison  Station 

Tate Dr.  J.  L.  Boseborough Senatobia 

Tippah Dr.  C.  M.  Murry Bipley 

Tishomingo Dr.  J.  T.  Carmack Iuka 

Tunica Dr.  M.  J.  Alexander Austin 

Union Dr.  A.  A.  Green New  Albany 

Warren Dr.  J.  H.  Purnell Vicksburg 

Washington Dr.  C.  H.  Jones Greenville 

Wayne Dr.  W.  H   Boykin State  Line 

Webster Dr.  A.  H.  Bays Eupora 

Wilkinson Dr.  E.  L.  McGehee Woodville 

Yalobusha Dr.  E.  S.  Beadles Water  Valley 

Yazoo Dr.  P.  J.  McCormick Yazoo   City 

The  following  gentlemen  were  nominated  as  a  Board  of 
Health  for  Jackson  county :  J.  W.  Stewart,  H.  Krebs,  Dr. 
W.  A.  Cox,  Geo.  W.  Davis,  and  Chas.  Boster. 

Dr.  E.  P.  Griffin  was  nominated  as  the  Quarantine  Physi- 
cian at  the  Pound  Island  Station. 

Dr.  John  B.  Chamberlin  was  appointed  Quarantine  Phy- 
sician at  the  Ship  Island  Station  for  the  coming  season. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Kittrell,  the  salaries  of  the  Quarantine 
Physician  and  the  employees  at  the  Ship  Island  Station 
were  fixed  as  heretofore. 

It  was  decided  that  quarantine  on  the  sea  coast  should  be- 
gin on  May  1st. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Hunter,  a  committee  of  three  was  ap- 
poited  to  investigate  the  question  as  to  whether  the  State 
has  any  rights  on  Ship  Island.  Committee  :  Drs.  Hunter, 
Greene  and  Griffin.  On  motion,  the  President,  Dr.  Hyer, 
was  added  to  the  committee. 

The  following,  offered  by  Dr.  Toombs,  was  adopted : 

Resolved,  That  in  addition  to  the  present  regulations,  that 
a  certificate  of  graduation  from  a  regularly  recognized  med- 
ical school,  shall,  after  this  date,  entitle  the  holder  of  the 
same  to  temporary  license,  to  be  issued  by  the  Secretary  of 
the  Board,  upon  certificate  of  any  member  of  the  Board,  of 
bis  being  in  possession  of  the  same. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Kittrell,  the  following  was  adopted : 

Resolved,  That  a  non-resident  physician  desiring  to  prac- 
tice medicine  in  the  State  of  Mississippi,  shall  make  applica- 
tion for  license  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Mississippi  State 
Board  of  Health,  in  accordance  with  the  following  form  : 
1st,  Name;  2d,  Kesidence  (county  and  state)  and  postoffice; 
3d,  County  of  State  of  Mississippi  in  which  he  desires  to 
practice ;  4th,  Name  of  college  granting  diploma ;  5th,   Eef- 
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erence  as  to  moral  character.  He  shall  satisfy  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Mississippi  State  Board  of  Health  that  he  is  a 
regular  licentiate  of  the  State  in  which  he  resides,  before 
his  license  shall  be  granted. 

The  following  bills  of  members  were  allowed :  W.  P.  Hy- 
er,  $48.00  ;  J.  F.  Hunter,  $12.00 ;  W.  H.  White,  $23.80  ;  J. 
M.Greene,  $46.20;  B.  S.  Toombs,  $45.85;  E.  F.  Griffin, 
$50.00;  W.  B.  Sanford,  $57.40;  S.  B.  Dunn,  $45.85;  John 
Wright,  $45.70 ;  B.  F.  Kittrell,  $43.70 ;  H.  A.  Gant,  $48.40. 

On  motion,  the  Board  adjourned  until  3  p.  m. 

AFTERNOON  SESSION.  » 

The  Board  met  at  3  p.  m.  Present:  Dr.  Hyer,  President; 
Drs.  Sanford,  Wright,  Dunn,  Toombs,  Gant,  White,  Griffin, 
Greene,  and  Johnston. 

Dr.  Griffin,  who  was  appointed  a  committee  to  arrange 
for  the  inspection  of  vessels  at  Biloxi  during  the  winter, 
made  a  verbal  report  which,  on  motion,  was  received. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Sanford,  the  President  was  requested 
to  communicate  with  the  Supervising  Surgeon-General  of 
the  Marine  Hospital  Service  with  a  view  of  securing  the 
use  of  the  National  buildings  on  Ship  Island  for  quarantine 
purposes. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Greene,  Dr.  Griffin  was  appointed  a 
committee  to  examine  the  building  on  Ship  Island  and  esti- 
mate the  cost  of  repairing  the  same;  and,  on  motion,  he  was 
requested  to  ascertain  what  will  be  necessary  to  equip  the 
Ship  Island  Station,  and  to  report  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Board. 

On  motion,  $1500.00  was  set  apart  to  assist  the  Jackson 
County  Board  of  Health  in  conducting  quarantine  during 
the  coming  season. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Toombs,  the  President  and  Secretary 
were  appointed  a  committee  to  prepare  rules  for  the  govern- 
ment of  county  health  officers. 

On  motion,  the  quarantine  rules  and  regulations  of  the 
old  Board  were  adopted. 

On  motion,  the  cholera  circular  of  the  old  Board  was 
adopted. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Toombs,  the  sanitary  rules  and  regula- 
tions of  the  old  Board  were  adopted. 

On  motion,  the  Board  adjourned. 


Jackson,  Miss.,  August  12,  1893. 

The  Board  met  this  day.  There  were  present:  Dr.  Hyer, 
President;  Drs.  Gant,  Griffin,  Sanford,  Wright,  White, 
Dunn,  Toombs,  Greene,  Hunter  and  Johnston. 
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The  following,  offered  by  Dr.  Toombs,  was  adopted : 
It  is  hereby  ordered  that  no  person,  baggage,  freight  or 
other  article  capable  of  bearing  infection,  from  Pensacola, 
Florida,  shall  come  or  be  brought  into  this  State,  and  the 
County  Health  Officers  and  Boards  of  Health  throughout 
the  State  are  charged  with  the  enforcement  of  this  order. 

Resolved,  That  in  case  the  danger  of  introduction  of  yellow 
fever  should  increase  so  as  to  require  it,  the  Secretary  of 
the  Board  is  authorized  to  establish  quarantine  on  the  rail- 
roads and  navigable  streams  leading  into  the  State,  and  that 
he  %hall  proceed  now  to  select  the  necessary  quarantine  offi- 
cers and  other  employes,  and  to  formulate  quarantine  rules 
so  as  to  be  ready  to  act  promptly  should  it  become  neces- 
sary. 

The  Board  proceeded  to  appoint  County  Health  Officers 
to  fill  existing  vacancies  : 

Harrison — Dr.  W.  T.  Bolton  vice  Dr.  J.  J.  Washington, 
declined. 

Lauderdale — Dr.  I.  P.  Partin  vice  Dr.  M.  J.  Thompson? 
resigned. 

Attala — Dr.  M.  W.  Hamilton. 

Warren — Dr.  Wm.  Eastland  vice  Dr.  J.  H.  Purnell,  re" 
signed. 

A  communication  was  read  from  the  Board  of  Supervisors 
of  Itawamba  county  asking  exemption  from  a  health  officer. 

On  motion  the  Board  declined  to  grant  the  exemption. 

The  following  Quarantine  officers  were  appointed :  Dr.  K. 
G.  Barnhill,  on  the  M.  &  C.  B.  B.;  Dr.  J.  M.  Greene,  Jr.,  on 
the  K.  C.  M.  &  B.  B.  B.;  Dr.  W.  S.  Sims,  on  the  M.  &  O.  B. 
B.;  Dr.  W.  A.  Cox,  on  the  L.  &  N.  B.  B.;  Dr.  Claude  Brooks, 
on  the  E.  T.,  Va.  &  Ga.  B.  B. 

Dr.  H.  H.  Hughes  was  appointed  General  Supervisor  of 
Quarantine. 

The  pay  of  Quarantine  Officers  was  fixed  at  $150.00  a 
month  and  expenses,  Supervisor  of  Quarantine  at  $10.00  a 
day  and  expenses;  Sanitary  Inspectors,  $50.00  a  month  and 
expenses. 

The  following  bills  of  members  were  examined  and  al" 
lowed: '  Dr.  White,  $5.00  ;  Dr.  Hunter,  $3.00  ;  Dr.  Ganf 
$21.40  j  Dr.  Toombs,  $25.50;  Dr.  Dunn,  $25.50;  Dr.  Sam 
ford,  $36.00;  Dr.  Hyer,  $17.30;  Dr.  Wright,  $26.20;  Dr- 
Greene,  $26.40  ;  Dr.  Griffin,  $33.60. 

On  motion,  the  Board  adjourned. 
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receipts   and   expenditures    from    november  15,    1892 
to  september  30,  1893. 


SHIP    ISLAND    QUARANTINE    STATION. 
1892.  DR. 

November  30 — To  amount  from  Dr.  J.  J.  Haralson, 
Quarantine  Physician,  fees   collected   at  the 

station $     37  50 

December  27 — To  amount  from  Auditor 695  49 

December  27 — To  amount  from  Auditor 1  50 

Total $  734  49 

1892.  or. 

December  5 — By  amount  paid  into  State  Treasury, 

fees  collected  at  the  station $     37  50 

December  27 — By  bill  Jno.  W.  O'Brien  for  services 
as  fumigator  for  month  of  October,  and  from 
1st  to  the  19th  of  November 49  00 

December  27 — By  bill  F.  W.  Eaton  for  carrying  mail 
and  supplies,  month  of  October,  and  from  1st 
to  19th  of  November 57  16 

December  27 — By  bill  J.  C.  Batton  for  services  as 
boatman  for  month  of  October  and  from  1st 
to  19th  of  November 49  00 

December  27 — By  bill  Dr.  J.  J.  Haralson, for  services 
as  Quarantine  Physician  for  month  of  October 
and  from  the  1st  to  19th  of  November;  for 
boarding  3  men  for  same  period;  for  express 
charges  paid  and  for  stamps 482  33 

December  27 — By  bill  F.  W.  Eaton,  for  1  sail  fur- 
nished the  station 9  00 

December  27 — By  bill  Thomas  Shines,  for  services 
as  boatman  for  month  of  October  and  from 
the  1st  to  19th  of  November 49  00 

December  27 — By  bill  E.  G-lennan,  for  articles  fur- 
nished the  station 1  50 


$  734  49 


1893.  dr. 

February  16 — To  amount  from  Auditor $       5  00 

June  29 — To  amount  from  Auditor 242  60 
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June  29 — To  amount  from  Auditor 72  47 

August  14 — To  amount  from  Auditor 1037  00 


$1357  07 


1893.  cr. 

February  28 — By  bill  J.  T.  Sweatman  for  one  mast 

for  sail  boat $       5  00 

June  29 — By  bill  I.  L.  Lyons  &  Co.,  for  alcohol  and 

brimstone  furnished  station 72  47 

June  29 — By  bill  B.  Glennan  for  articles  furnished 

the  station 23  85 

June  29 — By  bill  Cowan  Bros,  for  articles  furnished 

the  station 9  65 

June  29 — By  bill  William  Parilla  for  services  for 
six  days  and  boarding  himself  in  April  and 
for  services  as  boatman  for  month  of  May.  .        39  00 

June  29 — By  bill  L.  Llado  for  services  for  six  days 
and  boarding  himself  in  April  and  for  services 
as  boatman  for  month  of  May 39  00 

June  29 — By  bill  C.  T.  Tuero  tor  one  yawl  boat  and 

for  repairing  the  cat  rig  boat 131  10 

August  14 — By  bill  Dr.  J.  B.  Chamberlin  for  services 
as  Quarantine  Physician  for  the  month  of 
May  aad  for  boarding  two  boatmen  in  May.      280  00 

August  14 — By  bill  Dr.  J.  B.  Chamberlin  for  services 
as  Quarantine  Physician  for  the  month  of 
June  and  boarding  two  boatmen  in  June.  .  .      280  00 

August  14 — By  bill  Dr.  J.  B.  Chamberlin  for  services 
as  Quarantine  Physician  for  month  of  July 
and  boarding  two  boatmen  in  July 280  00 

August  14 — By  bill  L.  Llado  for  services  as  boat- 
man for  montb  of  June 30   00 

August  14 — By  bill  L.  Llado  for  services  as  boat- 
man for  month  of  July 30  00 

August  14 — By  bill  J.  T.  Sweatman  for  transport- 
ing mail  and  supplies  for  month  of  June  and 
for  freight  and  hauling 42  00 

August  14 — By  bill  J.  T.  Sweatman  for  transport- 
ing mail  and  supplies  for  month  of  July.  ...        35  00 

August  14 — By  bill  William  Parilla  for  services  as 

boatman  for  month  of  June 30  00 

August  14 — By  bill  William  Parilla  for  services  as 

boatman  for  month  of  July 30  00 

$1357  07 
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amount  furnished  jackson  county  board  of  health — 1893. 

June  29 $500  00 

August  19 1000  00 


Total 81500  00 


Expenses   of   Members    and   Their  Per  Diem  in  Attending 
Meetings— 1892. 

MEETING   AT   JACKSON,    NOVEMBER    15. 

W.  F.  Hyer 8  24  50 

J.  M.  Greene 24  60 

W.  B.  Sanford 29  70 

W.  H.  White 8  90 

S.  E.  Dunn 25  70 

K.  S.  Toombs 25  70 

B.  F.  Kittrell ,  .  22  70 

E.  F.  Griffin 29  50 

John  Wright 24  70 

H.  A.  Gant 20  90 

J.  F.  Hunter 3  00 


$239  90 


MEETING    AT    JACKSON    ON   APRIL   4,    5,    6    AND    7TH. 

W.  F.  Hyer $  48  00 

J.  F.  Hunter 12  00 

W.  H.  White 23  80 

J.  M.  Greene 46  20 

E.  S.  Toombs 45  85 

E.  F.  Griffin 50  00 

W.  B.  Sanford 57  40 

S.  E.  Dunn 45  85 

John  Wright 45  70 

B.  F.  Kittrell 43  70 

H.  A.  Gant 48  40 


8  466  90 


MEETING   AT    JACKSON   IN    AUGUST. 

W.  H.  White 8       5  00 

J.  F.   Hunter 3  00 


30  State  Board  of  Health. 

H.  A.  Gant 21  40 

E.  S.  Toombs 25  50 

S.E.Dunn 25  50 

W.  B.  Sanford 36  00 

W.  F.  Hyer 17  30 

John  Wright 26  20 

J.  M.  Greene 26  40 

E.  F.  Griffin 33  60 


$  219  90 


Secretary's  Salary $  375  00 


REPORTS  OF  QUARANTINE  OFFICERS. 


Moss  Point,  Miss.,  Nov.  20tb,  1893. 
To  the  Mississippi  State  Board  of  Health  : 

Quarantine  was  enforced  at  this  station  on  May  1st,  and 
was  closed  on  October  17th.  During  this  time  the  names  of 
38  vessels  had  been  recorded  on  Quarantine  Register ;  of 
this  number  5  served  detention  and  disinfection  at  this 
station;  14  have  been  inspected  and  free  pratique  given 
them,  being  from  healthy  ports  and  the  sanitary  condition 
of  vessels  and  crew  also  good;  18  were  from  from  infected 
or  suspected  ports  via  G-ulf  Quarantine,  where  they  had 
served  quarantine;  and  1  was  from  infected  port  via  Key 
West  Quarantine  Station   where  she  had  served  quarantine. 

This  station  was  prematurely  closed  due  to  the  change  of 
the  Government  Station  from  Chandeleur  to  Ship  Island. 

It  was  found  necessary  to  refit  this  station  with  boats  and 
other  articles,  and  I  now  regret  to  report  a  complete  loss  of 
all  the  boats  and  the  greater  part  of  quarantine  property 
during  the  storm  of  October  2d. 

J.  B.  Chambeelin, 
Quarantine  Physician. 


Dr.   Wirt  Johnston,  Secretary  Mississippi  State  Board  Health : 

Dear  Sir — I  was  ordered  to  report  for  duty  to  Dr.  Hyer 
at  Meridian  on  September  19th.  In  accordance  with  in- 
structions I  proceeded  at  once  to  Columbus  to  establish 
quarantine  station  on  the  Georgia  Pacific  R.  R.  near  that 
place.  Dr.  Russell,  the  regularly  appointed  inspector  for 
that  station,  having  removed  from  the  county  and  not  being 
available,  Dr.  J.  W.  Spill  man,  of  Columbus,  was  appointed 
in  his  stead  and  he  immediately  took  charge.  After  leaving 
Columbus  I  proceeded  to  station  on  M.  &  C.  R.  R.  near 
Corinth,  thence  to  station  on  K.  C.  M.  &  B.  near  Amory, 
thence  to  State  Line  on  M.  &  O.,  thence  to  station  on  L.  &  N., 
and  thence  to  stations  on  A.  G.  S.  and  B.  T.  V.  &  G-.  near 
York,  Ala.,  returning  to  Jackson  on  September  28th. 

Finding  the  inspectors  on  duty  at  their  several  stations,  I 
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observed  the  methods  of  inspection  employed  and  gave  such 
instructions  as  were  deemed  necessary  to  the  efficiency  and 
uniformity  of  the  service.  The  general  plan  adopted  was 
for  inspectors  to  board  incoming  trains  at  some  convenient 
railroad  station  in  Alabama  and  interview  each  passenger  on 
the  way  to  theState  line  without  detaining  trains  at  quaran- 
tine. This  system  was  found  impracticable  on  the  L.  &  N., 
M.  &  O.  and  E.  T.  V.  &  G-.  roads  without  the  expense  of  an 
additional  assistant,  on  account  of  the  schedules  being  un- 
favorable, so  on  these  lines  trains  are  stopped  and  inspected 
at  quarantine  stations.  All  inspectors  have  made  arrange- 
ments so  that  in  case  of  their  coming  in  contact  with  "sus- 
pects," they  may  be  detained  and  looked>fter  if  necessary, 
but  so  far  none  have  been  encountered. 
Very  respectfully, 

H.  H.  Hughes,  M.  D., 

General  Inspector. 


Meridian,  October  16,  1893. 
Dr.  Wirt  Johnston,  Secretary  Mississippi  State  Board  of  Health; 

Dear  Sir:  In  accordance  with  the  instructions  of  the 
State  Board  of  Health,  I  left  Meridian  on  the  6th  inst.  to 
inspect  the  Jackson  county  quarantine  station  at  Eound 
Island,  and  the  State  quarantine  station  at  Ship  Island,  both 
off  the  mainland  of  the  State  of  Mississippi.  Owing  to  the 
disasters  along  the  Louisiana  and  Mississippi  coasts  of  the 
1st  inst.,  and  inability  to  learn  any  tidings  from  that  region, 
owing  to  the  wholesale  destruction  of  telegraph  lines  and 
railroads  along  the  entire  extent  of  our  gulf  coast,  grave  ap- 
prehension was  felt,  not  only  as  to  the  safety  of  tbe  stations, 
but  also  as  to  the  lives  of  their  occupants.  These  apprehen- 
sions were,  however,  happily  unfounded,  except  as  to  the 
loss  of  some  boats  and  rigging.  Eound  Island  was  found  to 
be  in  a  still  habitable  condition,  and  the  only  loss  was  the 
total  destruction  of  a  valuable  yawl  and  the  sinking  of  the 
large  sail-boat,  which  will  probably  be  raised  with  but 
slight  injury. 

Kound  Island  Station  guards  from  infection  the  harbor  of 
Pascagoula,  which  in  point  of  the  number  of  vessels  annually 
arriving  from  foreign  ports,  is  the  most  important  harbor 
on  the  Mississippi  coast.  It  seems  that  an  inspection  sta- 
tion at  this  point  is  absolutely  necessary  as  a  safeguard  from 
the  entrance  of  yellow  fever  from  tropical  parts,  and  it  is  a 
wise  provision  of  legislation  which  allows  the  State  Board 
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of  Health  to  give  substantial  aid  to  Jackson  county  for  its 
maintenance. 

The  station  at  Ship  Island  under  the  immediate  control  of 
the  State  Board  of  Health,  has  been  maintained  since  the 
passage  of  the  law  in  1888  requiring  them  to  establish  a  sta- 
tion for  the  observance  of  vessels  entering  Ship  Island  Har- 
bor, after  the  United  government  had  abandoned  the  Island 
as  a  disinfecting  station,  and  established  a  plant  for  that 
purpose  at  Chandeleur  Island. 

On  endeavoring  to  establish  a  station  on  Ship  Island,  it 
was  learned  that  the  Island  had  been  ceded  to  the  United 
State  Government,  in  1868,  for  use  of  the  War  Department, 
and  had  by  that  Department  been  transferred  to  the  Treas- 
ury Department  for  quarantine  purposes.  Through  the 
courtesy  of  the  Treasury  Department  and  that  of  the 
Marine  Hospital  Department,  the  Mississippi  State  Board  of 
Health  have  annually  been  granted  permission  to  occupy 
the  officers'  quarters  on  Ship  Island  as  an  Inspection  Station 
at  that  point  for  such  a  length  of  time  as  they  might  not  be 
needed  by  the  Marine  Hospital  Service. 

Owing  to  the  destruction  of  Chandeleur  Island  and  the 
whole  of  the  disinfecting  plant  located  there  by  the  storm 
of  the  1st  inst.,  the  Marine  Hospital  Service  has  revoked  the 
permission  to  occupy  the  Island  by  the  State  authorities, 
thereby  leaving  them  without  a  local  habitation  from  which 
proper  inspection  and  supervision  can  be  made  ;  and  since  all 
of  the  boats  of  the  station  were  destroyed  by  the  storm,  and 
the  ordinary  quarantine  period  is  within  two  weeks  of  its 
close,  I  would  recommend  that  the  Station  be  closed  for  the 
season.  It  is  pretty  generally  understood  that  the  Marine 
Hospital  Service  intends  to  make  permanent  use  of  Ship 
Island  as  a  disinfecting  station  and  harbor  of  refuge  for  sus- 
pected vessels,  and  establish  in  furtherance  thereof  an  ex- 
tensive plant  for  purposes  of  disinfection.  This,  in  my 
opinion,  should  not  be  allowed  without  protest  from  the  State 
authorities,  since  the  necessary  proximity  of  infected  vessels 
to  the  open  harbor  of  Ship  Island  and  to  the  towns  along 
the  coast  will  act  as  a  constant  menace  to  their  freedom  from 
the  introduction  of  yellow  fever.  In  fact,  the  epidemic  of 
yellow  fever  at  Biloxi  in  1887,  which  was  evidently  import- 
ed from  infected  vessels  in  Ship  Island  quarantine,  was  the 
potent  factor  in  causing  the  removal  of  the  plant  of  the 
Marine  Hospital  Service  to  the  more  exposed  locality  of 
Chandeleur  Island.  This  fact,  which  was  recognized  at  that 
time  by  the  Marine  Hospital  Service,  occupies  the  same  po- 
sition and  is  as  potent  a  factor  to-day  as  it  was  at  that  period 
of   time.     The   scientific  methods  of    dealing   with    yellow 
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fever  by  State  authorities  have  for  the  past  several  years 
been  efficient  in  preventing  the  introduction    of   epidemic 
diseases  into  our  Southern  States,  and  the  money  expended 
for  this  purpose  could  not  better  be  expended. 
Yery  respectfully, 

W.  F.  Hyer. 


RULES  AND  REGULATIONS 


Guidance  of  County  Health  Officers 

IN    THE 

STATE   OF  MISSISSIPPI. 


Rule  1.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  County  Health  Officers  to 
visit  the  poor-house  of  their  respective  counties  at  intervals 
of  not  less  than  four  months,  and  observe  the  sanitary  con- 
dition of  the  same,  the  character,  quantity  and  palatableness 
of  the  food  furnished  them,  and  to  report  the  same  to  the 
Board  of  Supervisors,  with  such  recommendations  as  they 
may  deem  best  for  the  improvement  of  the  sanitary  surround- 
ings, comfort  and  health  of  the  inmates. 

Rule  2.  It  shall  also  be  their  duty  to  visit  the  county 
jail  and  convict  camps  in  the  county,  at  least  once  every 
three  months,  and  examine  into  the  sanitary  condition  of  the 
same ;  the  character,  quantity  and  palatableness  of  the  food 
furnished  the  prisoners,  and  to  report  the  same  to  the  Board 
of  Supervisors,  with  such  recommendations  as  they  may 
deem  best  for  the  improvement  of  the  sanitary  surround- 
ings and  health  of  the  prisoners. 

Rule  3.  It  shall  also  be  their  duty  from  time  to  time 
at  intervals  of  not  more  than  two  months,  to  visit  and  in- 
spect the  public  school  houses  in  all  centres  of  population, 
and  observe  their  sanitary  condition,  condition  of  water- 
closets,  ventilation  and  light ;  also  facilities  for  escape  of 
inmates  in  case  of  fire,  and  report  the  result  of  the  observa- 
tions to  the  city  authorities  in  incorporated  towns  and  to  the 
Board  of  Supervisors  when  school  houses  are  located  out- 
side of  corporate  limits.  He  shall  also  at  the  request  of  any 
patron  of  any  public  school,  visit  and  inspect  any  public 
school-house  in  the  county  and  report  the  result  of  his  ob- 
servations, with  any  recommendations  for  the  health  and 
comfort  of  the  pupils  to  the  Board  of  Supervisors.  The 
County  Health  Officer  shall   also  at  not  longer  nitervals 


36  Mississippi  State 

than  thirty  days  inspect  the  hotels  and  taverns  in  his  county, 
and  report  as  to  their  cleanliness  and  sanitary  condition  to 
the  proper  authorities,  and  shall  every  three  mouths  inspect 
each  place  of  public  amusement  in  the  county  and  note  its 
sanitary  condition  and  facilities  for  escape  of  inmates  in  time 
of  panic  or  fire  and  report  their  condition  to  the  proper 
authorities. 

Rule  4.  It  shall  also  be  the  duty  of  the  County  Health 
Officer  to  visit  all  slaughter  houses  in  the  county  at  inter- 
vals of  not  less  than  one  month,  between  the  1st  day  of 
April  and  the  30th  day  of  September,  and  at  intervals  of  not 
less  than  two  months  between  the  first  day  of  September  and 
the  31st  day  of  March,  note  their  sanitary  condition,  and 
report  the  result  of  their  observations  to  the  Board  of  Super- 
visors at  their  next  regular  meeting.  Also  to  notify  the 
proprietors  of  the  premises  of  any  unsanitary  or  offensive 
conditions  they  may  observe,  and  if  such  nuisances  are  not 
abated  in  ten  days  after  notification,  to  notify  the  Secretary 
of  the  State  Board  of  Health  of  the  same. 

Rule  5.  It  shall  also  be  the  duty  of  the  County  Health 
Officer,  at  frequent  intervals  in  localities  where  the  offal  and 
refuse  of  cities  is  dumped  outside  of  the  city  limits,  to  visit 
said  dumping  grounds  and  see  that  it  is  so  disinfected  and 
disposed  of  that  a  public  nuisance  is  not  created;  and  if 
such  nuisance  be  created,  he  shall  at  once  notify  the  cor- 
porate authorities  creating  the  nuisance  to  abate  the  same, 
and  if  his  suggestions  be  not  complied  with  in  ten  days  he 
shall  at  once  notify  the  Secretary  of  the  State  Board  of 
Health  of  the  facts  of  the  case. 

Rule  6.  It  shall  be  his  duty  to  report  all  nuisances  com- 
ing under  his  observation  to  the  Board  of  Supervisors  at 
their  next  meeting ;  and  all  nuisances  not  abated  after  ten 
days  notice,  to  the  Secretary  of  the  State  Board  of  Health. 

Rule  7.  When  notified  of  the  presence  of  a  suspected 
case  of  small-pox,  yellow  fever,  cholera  or  any  infectious  or 
contagious  disease,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  County  Health 
Officer  to  visit  and  inspect  the  case  or  cases,  without  delay, 
and  if  a  case  is  found  suffering  with  an  infectious  or  conta- 
gious disease  dangerous  to  the  health  of  the  community,  he 
shall  at  once  take  the  steps  necessary  to  isolate  and  disinfect 
the  locality ;  to  report  the  case  to  the  President  of  the  Board 
of  Supervisors,  and  to  make  daily  reports  of  the  conditio 
of  affairs  by  mail  to  the  Secretary  of  the  State  Board  o 
Health.  The  telegraph  only  to  be  used  in  case  of  emergency 
when  prompt  action  by  the  State  Board  of  Health  is  neces- 
sary. 
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Kule  8.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  County  Health  Officer 
to  make  a  written  report  to  the  Secretary  of  the  State  Board 
of  Health  between  the  1st  and  31st  day  of  August  annually 
— such  report  to  contain  a  trauscript  of  each  report  made  to 
the  Board  of  Supervisors.  Also  the  general  health  of  the 
county,  character  of  disease  and  fatality  during  the  twelve 
months  previously  to  the  report. 

Eule  9.  The  failure  of  any  County  Health  Officer  to  ob- 
serve the  foregoing  rules  and  regulations,  or  to  make  annual 
reports  to  the  State  Board  of  Health  promptly  during  the 
time  designated  in  Rule  No.  8,  will  be  considered  sufficient 
cause  for  his  prompt  removal  from  office  by  the  State  Board 
of  Health. 
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MEMBERS  OF  THE  BOARD. 


President, 
W.  F.  Hyer,  M.  D.,  Meridian. 

Secretary, 
Wirt  Johnston,  M.  D.,  Jackson. 

From  the  State  at  Large, 

W.  B.  Sanford,  M.  D.,  Corinth. 
J.  F.  Hunter,  M.  D.,  Jackson. 
H.  H.  Haralson,  M.  D.,  Forest. 
S.  K.  Dunn,  M.  D.,  Greenville. 
H.  H.  Gant,  M.  D.,  Water  Valley. 

First  District, 
J.  M.  Greene,  M.  D.,  Aberdeen. 

Second  District, 
John  Wright,  M.  D.,  Sardis. 

Third  District, 
E.  S.  Toombs,  M.  D.,  Greenville. 

Fourth  District, 
B.  F.  Kittrell,  M.  D.,  Black  Hawk. 

Fifth  District, 
W.  F.  Hyer,  M.  D.,  Meridian. 

Sixth  District, 
E.  F.  Griffin,  M.  D.,  Moss  Point. 

Seventh  District, 
Wirt  Johnston,  M.  D.,  Jackson. 

Execvtive  Committee, 

Wtrt  Johston,  M.  D.  W.  F.  Hyer,  M.  D. 

H.  H.  Haralson,  M.  D. 


REPORT  OF  PRESIDENT  OF  STATE  BOARD 
OF  HEALTH. 


To  His  Excellency  John  M.  Stone,  Governor  of  Mississippi : 

In  compliance  with  law  I  tender  you  this  report  of  the 
operations  of  the  of  the  State  Board  of  Health  since  its 
organization  in  1892  under  the  authority  of  the  annotated 
code  of  that  year. 

During  that  time  the  State  has  been  free  from  epidemic 
disease  of  a  malignant  character  except  in  such  instances  as 
will  hereinafter  be  mentioned. 

Owing  to  the  prevalence  of  an  epidemic  of  yellow  fever  in 
Brunswick,  Georgia,  during  the  summer  of  1893  it  became 
necessary  in  the  interest  of  the  public  health  and  commer- 
cial prosperity  of  the  State  to  establish  quarantine  and  in- 
spection stations  on  all  railroads  entering  the  State  through 
Alabama.  Such  action  on  the  part  of  the  board  materially 
alayed  the  public  apprehension  that  was  beginning  seriously 
to  militate  against  the  commercial  prosperity  of  the  country. 

During  the  year  1895  a  case  of  smallpox  was  discovered 
in  Lauderdale  county  just  outside  of  the  limits  of  the  City 
of  Meridian  in  a  thickly  settled  hamlet  of  a  dozen  or  more 
houses.  This  case  was  far  advanced  when  discovered  and 
was  at  once  isolated,  and  also  all  the  inhabitants  of  the 
hamlet  that  had  been  exposed  to  infection,  among  whom  the 
disease  was  afterwards  manifested.  Cases  also  appeared  in 
the  City  of  Meridian,  but  probably  were  infected  from 
another  source.  All  the  cases  outside  of  the  city  were 
among  the  white  inhabitants,  while  all  the  cases  in  the  city 
were  among  the  negroes.  Isolated  cases  were  also  discov- 
ered at  Marion  station  and  at station.     Reports 

of  the  inspector  will  give  detailed  information  concerning 
this  epidemic.  The  disease  was  stamped  out  wherever  it  ap- 
peared as  rapidly  as  could  have  been  expected,  and  no 
spread  of  the  disease  occurred  from  any  infected  locality. 
Isolation  of  patients  and  of  persons  who  had  been  in  con- 
tact with  them,  with  general  vaccination  and  perfect  disin- 
fection of  premises,  proved  efficient  in  this  epidemic  as  they 
always  will  under  similar  circumstances. 
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A  smaller  epidemic  occurred  in  Tunica  and  DeSoto  coun- 
ties which  readily  yielded  to  similar  measures.  The  occupa- 
tion of  the  quarantine  station  at  the  Ship  Island  station  has 
been  necessarily  abandoned  since  the  Marine  Hospital  ser- 
vice has  dispossed  us  of  the  buildings  there  for  their  own 
use  since  the  destruction  of  the  disinfection  station  at  the 
Chandeleur  Island  by  the  severe  storm  of  October,  1893. 

Ship  Island  belongs  to  the  United  States  Government  and 
there  is  no  ground  to  be  obtained  for  the  erection  of  the 
necessary  quarters  for  quarantine  officials  of  the  State. 

Since  the  Stale  Board  of  Health  was  recostructed  in  1892 
there  have  in,  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  law  been 
examined  for  license  to  practice  medicine  in  the  State  of 
Mississippi  247  applicants,  of  whom  164  were  granted  license 
and  83  rejected.  The  medical  knowledge  of  the  applicants, 
as  is  evidenced  by  33  per  cent,  rejections,  indicates  the  value 
of  the  law  as  a  protection  to  the  people  from  incompetent 
and  uneducated  pretenders. 

In  conclusion  I  would  suggest  that  without  detriment  to 
the  public  service  and  without  impairment  of  its  efficiency 
the  number  of  the  members  composing  the  State  Board  of 
Health  might  be  materially  decreased.  There  is  absolutely 
no  necessity  for  a  Board  composed  of  more  than  seven  (7) 
members,  one  to  represent  each  Congressional  District  in- 
stead of  twelve  (12)  as  is  now  the  case.  Such  a  decrease  of 
the  number  of  members  of  the  Board  of  Health  would  be  in 
the  line  of  economy  and  reduced  expenditures  of  the  finances 
of  the  State  as  is  imperatively  demanded  by  the  impover- 
ished condition  of  the  treasury.  The  Board  of  Health,  with 
its  power  of  appointment  and  removal  of  county  officials,  is 
a  branch  of  the  executive  department  of  the  State  and  the 
members  should  be  appointed  by  the  Governor  of  his  own 
volition  since  he  is  at  the  head  of  the  executive  department 
of  the  government,  and  should  be  responsible  to  the  people 
for  the  efficiency  of  his  appointees. 

For  details  concerning  the  actions  of  the  board  and  its  ex- 
penditures you  are  referred  to  the  report  of  the  Secretary 
accompanying  this  report.         Very  respectfully, 

W.  F.  Hyer,  M.  D. 
President  Mississippi  State  Board  of  Health. 


MINUTES— 1893. 


Jackson,  Miss.,  October  2,  1893. 

The  Board  met  at  10  o'clock  a.  m.  •  Present:  Dr.  Hyer, 
president;  Drs.  Kittrell,  Wright,  Greene,  Dunn;  Gant, 
Griffin  and  Johnston. 

The  Board  proceeded  to  consider  the  questions  reported 
by  committee  for  the  examination  of  applicants  for  license 
to  practic  medicine. 

On  motion  the  Board  adjourned  until  3  p.  m. 


AFTEENOON  SESSION. 

The  Board  met  at  3:30  p.  m.  Present:  Dr.  Hyer,  presi- 
dent;  Drs.  Kittrell,  Dunn,  Wright,  Griffin,  Greene,  Sanford, 
Gant  and  Johnston. 

Dr.  H.  H.  Hughes  submitted  a  report  as  Supervising 
Inspector  of  Quarantine,  which  was  read  and  received. 

The  bill  of  Dr.  Hughes  for  $31.80  for  expenses  incurred 
in  inspecting  quarantine  stations  was  examined  and  allowed. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Dunn,  Dr.  Hyer  who  was  employed  in 
establishing  quarantine,  stations  was  allowed  010  a  day  and 
expenses  for  the  time  he  was  employed. 

The  secretary  requested  that  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
examine  his  book  and  vouchers.  Whereupon  the  president 
appointed  the  following  committee :  Drs.  Kittrell,  Greene 
and  Gant. 

A  communication  was  read  from  Dr.  C.  Montgomery, 
health  officer  of  Calhoun  county,  and  the  secretary  was  di- 
rected to  inform  him  that  it  is  his  duty  to  inspect  the  poor 
house  of  his  county. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Kittrell  Dr.  B.  A.  Yaughan  was  ap- 
pointed a  delegate  from  this  Board  to  the  International  Con- 
gress of  Public  Health,  which  will  meet  in  Chicago  this 
month. 

The  resignation  of  Dr.  Frank  Ferrell,  health  officer  of 
Benton  county,  was  presented  and  action  upon  it  was  de- 
ferred. 
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On  motion  a  committee  was  appointed  to  confer  with  the 
Attorney-General  as  to  whether  a  board  of  supervisors  has 
the  authority  to  virtually  abolish  the  office  of  county  health 
officer  by  fixing  the  per  diem  at  so  small  a  sum  that  the  ser- 
vice of  a  competent  physician  cannot  be  obtained.  Com- 
mittee :     Drs.  Greene  and  Wright. 

A  communication  was  read  from  Dr.  B.  A.  Vaughan, 
health  officer  of  Lowndes  county,  in  regard  to  compensation 
for  enforcing  the  order  of  the  Board  issued  in  August  in  re- 
gard to  yellow  fever  at  Pensacola,  Fla.,  and  Brunswick,  Ga. 
On  motion  the  Secretary  was  directed  to  write  Dr.  Vaughan 
that  he  was  expected  to  discharge  the  duties  in  his  capacity 
as  health  officer  of  his  county  and  that  the  Board  has  no 
authority  to  compensate  him. 

A  communication  was  read  from  the  board  of  supervisors 
of  Kemper  county  asking  to  be  granted  exemption  from  a 
health  officer.  On  motion  the  Board  declined  to  grant  the 
exemption. 

The  committee  appointed  to  examine  the  secretary's 
book  and  vouchers  reported  as  follows  : 

The  undersigned  committee  has  examined  the  accounts 
and  vouchers  of  Dr.  Wirt  Johnston,  secretary  of  the  State 
Board  of  Health,  and  find  the  same  correct. 

Benjamin.  F.  Kittrell, 
Signed.         J.  M.  Greene, 

October  2,  1893.  H.  A.  Gant. 


Jackson,  Miss.,  October  3,  1893. 

The  Board  met  at  9:30  a.  m.  Present:  Dr.  Hyer,  presi- 
dent ;  Drs.  Gant,  Wright,  Dunn,  Kittrell,  Sanford,  Griffin, 
Greene  and  Johnstwa. 

The  Board  proceeded  to  examine  the  following  appli- 
cants for  license  to  practice  medicine;  O.  B.  Benbrook, 
E.  Morgan,  Lomax  S.  Anderson,  Emmett  Dill,  Wm.  J.  May- 
hall,  W.  D.  Wilson,  Thos.  L.  Mayhall.  John  L.  Gandy,  M. 
R-  Scruggs,  Alcide  Leigh,  G.  L.  Harbour,  Andrew  E.  Govan, 
R.  C.  Cunningham,  Stephen  Harman,  Eugene  King  and  An- 
drew G.  Payne. 

Ob  motion  the  Board  adjourned. 


Jackson,  Miss.,  October  4,  1893. 
The  Board  met  at  9:30  a.  m.     Present:     Dr.  Hyer,  presi- 
dent; Drs.   Gant,  Wright,    Dunn,  Kittrell,  Sanford,  Griffin, 
Greene  and  Johnston. 
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The  Board  proceeded  to  consider  the  examinations  of  ap- 
plicants for  licence  to  practice  medicine,  and  it  was  decided 
to  issue  licenses  to  the  following  gentlemen :  O.  B.  Ben- 
hrook,  Lomax  S.  Anderson,  Wm.  J.  Mayhall,  W.  D.  Wilson, 
Thos.  L.  Mayhall,  John  L.  (randy,  M.  K.  Scruggs,  G-.  L. 
Harbour,  R.  C.  Cunningham,  Stephen  Harmon  and  Andrew 
G.  Payne. 

The  following  committee  was  appointed  to  prepare 
questions  for  the  examination  of  applicants  for  license  at 
the  April  meeting  in  1894.  Dr.  Sanford,  physiology;  Dr. 
G-ant,  chemistry;  Dr,  White,  pathology;  Dr.  Hunter,  hy- 
giene ;  Dr.  Greene,  anatomy ;  Dr.  Kittrell,  surgery ;  Dr. 
Toombs,  materia  medica;  Dr.  Dunn,  obstetrics. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Griffin  Dr.  Hyer  was  appointed  a  com- 
mittee to  visit  the  sea-coast  to  inspect  the  Bound  Island  and 
Ship  Island  quarantine  stations. 

The  committee  appointed  to  confer  with  the  Attorney- 
General  in  regard  to  the  duty  of  the  boards  of  supervisors  to 
provide  proper  compensation  for  county  health  officers  re- 
ported as  follows:  Your  committee  to  confer  with  the 
Attorney  General  on  matter  of  refusal  of  board  of  super- 
visors to  allow  compensation  to  health  officers  report:  The 
Attorney-General  advises  the  board  of  health  to  urge  health 
officers  so  refused  to  have  said  refusal  made  a  matter  of 
record  and  then  to  make  a  report  of  the  matter  promptly  to 
the  Governor. 

0.        ,  J.  M.  Greene, 

SlSned-        John  Wright. 

On  motion  the  report  was  received  and  adopted. 

The  report  of  Dr.  F.  L.  Fulgham,  health  officer  of  Hinds 
eounty,  in  regard  to  the  unsanitary  condition  of  the  Hinds 
county  jail  at  Raymond  was  read,  and  upon  motion  of  Dr. 
Gant  the  jail  was  declared  a  nuisance  and  the  secretary  was 
directed  to  communicate  with  the  proper  authorities  to  com- 
mence proceedings  to  abate  the  same.  On  motion  of  Dr. 
Johnston  the  secretary  was  authorized  to  first  communicate 
with  the  board  of  supervisors  and  endeavor  to  induce  them 
to  abate  the  nuisance  before  beginning  legal  proceedings 
against  them. 

The  following  resolution  was  adopted  : 

Resolved,  That  applicants  for  temporary  license  shall 
satisfy  the  secretary  of  the  State  Board  of  Health  of  their 
bona  fide  intention  to  locate  in  the  State  of  Mississippi  and 
to  appear  before  the  State  Board  of  Health  for  examina- 
tion at  their  next  regular  meeting,  and  that  such  applicant 
shall  satisfy  the  Secretary  of  his  possession  of  a  diploma 
from  a  reputable  college  before  such  license  shall  be  issued. 
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The  following  bills  of  members  were  allowed  :  Dr. 
Sandford,  $42 ;  Dr.  Griffin,  $43;  Dr.  Gant,  $32;  Dr.  Dunn, 
$38.50;  Dr.  Greene,  $37.70;  Dr.  Wright,  $38.70;  Dr.  Kitt- 
rell,  $36.20 ;  Dr.  Hyer,  $36. 

On   motion  the  Board  adjourned. 


MINUTES-1894. 


Jackson,  Miss.,  April  2,  1894. 

Tho  Board  met  at  11  o'clock  a.  m.  There  were  present : 
Dr.  W.  F.  Hyer,  president;  Drs.  Wright,  Griffin,  Sanford, 
Greene,  Kittrell,  Haralson,  Hunter,  Toombs,  Dunn  and 
Johnston. 

A  communication  was  read  irom  the  health  officer  of 
Clarke  county,  reporting  a  nuisance  in  the  town  of  DeSoto, 
and  on  motion  of  Dr.  Sanford,  the  secretary  was  directed 
to  refer  the  matter  to  the  town  authorities. 

In  the  case  of  Dr.  S.  H.  Hodgson  of  Scranton,  whose 
license  became  void  on  account  of  failure  to  have  it  recorded, 
on  motion  of  Dr.  Hunter  it  was  decided  to  take  up  his 
former  examination  for  consideration. 

The  resignation  of  Dr.  C.  H.  Jones,  as  health  officer  of 
Washington  county,  was  accepted.  The  names  of  Dr.  Jos. 
Waldauer  and  Sprague  Winchester  were  put  in  nomination 
to  fill  the  vacancy,  and  a  vote  beiug  taken,  resulted  in  the 
election  of  Dr.  Winchester. 

On  motion  the  Board  adjourned  until  3  o'clock  p.  m. 


AFTERNOON  SESSION. 

The  Board  met  at  3  o'clock.  Present :  Dr.  Hyer,  presi- 
dent ;  Drs.  Toombs,  Greene,  Wright,  Sanford,  Gant,  Griffin, 
Haralson,  Kittrell,  Dunn  and  Johnston. 

On  motion  the  Board  proceeded  to  elect  an  Executive 
Committee  for  the  term  of  the  members  of  the  Board,  and  a 
ballot  being  taken,  the  following  gentlemen  were  elected : 
Drs.  Hyer,  Haralson  and  Johnston. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Sanford,  a  committee  was  appointed  to 
prepare  suitable  resolutions  in  memory  of  Dr.  W.  H.  White, 
deceased. 

On  motion  of  Gant  a  per  diem  of  $3  and  expenses  was 
allowed  the  members  of  the  Execative  Committee  when  at- 
tending to  their  duties. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Toombs  the  dumping  ground  used  by 
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the  city  of  Meridian  was  declared  a  nuisance  calculated  to 
affect  injuriously  the  health  of  the  community,  and  the  sec- 
retary was  instructed  to  call  the  attention  of  the  district 
attorney  to  the  matter,  with  the  request  that  he  will  bring 
proceedings  at  once  to  have  it  abated,  as  it  is  regarded  as 
urgent. 

On  motion  &1500  was  appropriated  to  assist  the  Jackson 
County  Board  of  Health  in  conducting  a  sea  coast  quaran- 
tine during  the  coming  season. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Johnston,  it  was  decided  not  to  estab- 
lish a  quarantine  station  of  Ship  Island  for  the  present,  in 
view  of  the  fact  that  the  Marine  Hospital  Service  of  the 
National  Government  now  has  a  station  there. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Toombs,  Dr.  Johnston  was  designated 
as  chairman  of  the  Executive  Committee. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Greene,  the  health  officers  of  Hancock 
and  Harrison  counties  were  appointed  inspectors  01  this 
Board  and  requested  to  watch  the  shipping  of  their  counties 
and  report  any  danger  that  may  arise. 

On  motion  the  Board  adjourned  until  tomorrow  at  9 
o'clock  a.  m. 


Jackson,  Miss.,  April  3,  1894. 

The  Board  met  at  9  o'clock  a.  m.  There  were  present : 
Dr.  Hyer,  president ;  Drs.  Toombs,  Haralson,  Wright, 
Hunter,  Griffin,  Greene,  Kittrell,  Dunn,  Sanford,  Gant  and 
Johnston. 

The  Board  proceeded  to  examine  the  following  applicants 
for  license:  W.  N.  Blount,  Charles  E.  Leuba,  C.  A.  Sheely, 
W.  H.  Arnold,  A.  J.  Weissinger,  C.  McPrice,  C.  E.  Dearing, 
E.  J.  Scott,  D.  G.  Mohler,  Sebron  Culpepper,  F.  M.  Hamil, 
S.  H.  Whitehead,  P.  H.  Carlile,  L.  M.  Coleman,  D.  T.  Mc- 
Call,  J.  W.  Spicer,  J.  B.  McElroy,  E.  P.  Wendel,  E.  H.  Topp, 

B.  M.  Hines,  Emmett  Dill,  J.  P.  Moore,  Jr.,  J.  McGrisham,  C. 
S.  Middleton,  J.  E.  Williams,  W.  J.  McVey,  T.  W.  Huey, 
G.  F.  Deaton,  T.  M.  Holloway,  Francis  Y.  McRee,  Jos.  E. 
Johnston,  T.  J.  Denman,  Alcede  Leigh,   Benj.  J.  Marshall, 

C.  Y.  Snyder,  Wm.  M.  Leverett,  J.  W.  Allen,  Jas.  E.  Luter, 
W.  F.  Scales,  W.  H.  Baugh,  S.  D.  Luce,  W.  A.  Spivey,  C.  V. 
Gilmore,  J.  E.  Hall,  R.  M.  Butler,  W.  E.  Peek,  D.  R.  Rich- 
ardson, H.  E.  McKay,  Jr.,  J.  P.  Conn,  S.  H.  Hodgson,  Chas. 
Bridges,  W.  W.  Bernard,  Walter  Armstrong,  Wm.  H.  Hardin, 
R.  E.  Dickson,  A.  L.  Emerson. 

On  motion  the  Board  adjourned  until  9  o'clock  tomorrow. 
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April  4,  1894. 

The  Board  met  at  9:30  o'clock  a.  m.  Present :  Dr.  Hyer, 
president;  Drs.  Gant,  Toombs,  Sanford,  Haralson,  Wright, 
Greene,  Griffin,  Dunn,  Kittrell  and  Johnston. 

The  consideration  of  the  examinations  of  applicants  for 
license  was  commenced. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Gant,  the  Board  took  a  recess  until  2 
o'clock  p.  m. 


AFTEENOON  SESSION. 

The  Board  met  at  3  o'clock  p.  m.  Present :  Dr.  Hyer, 
president ;  Drs.  Gant,  Sanford,  Haralson,  Kittrell,  Greene, 
Griffin,  Hunter,  Dunn,  Toombs  and  Johnston. 

The  consideration  of  the  examinations  of  applicants  was 
resumed. 

On  motion  the  Board  adjourned  until  tomorrow  morning. 


April  5,  1894. 

The  Board  met  at  9  o'clock  a.  m.  Present :  Dr.  Hyer, 
president;  Drs.  Gant,  Sanford,  Kittrell,  Wright,  Dunn, 
Greene,  Griffin,  Toombs,  Hunter  and  Johnston. 

The  Board  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  examinations 
of  applicants  for  license. 

On  motion  the  Board  adjourned  until  2  o'clock  p.  m. 


AFTEENOON     SESSION. 

The  Board  met  at  2  o'clock  p.  m.  Present:  Dr.  Hyer, 
President;  Drs.  Kittrell,  Sanford,  Gant,  Greene,  Toombs, 
Dunn,  Wright,  Griffin,  Hunter  and  Johnston. 

The  consideration  of  the  examinations  of  applicants  was 
continued. 

On  motion  the  Board  adjourned  until  8:30  to-morrow 
morning. 


April  6,  1894. 

The  Board  met  at  9  o'clock  a.  m.  Present:  Dr.  Hyer, 
President;  Drs.  Kittrell,  Dunn,  Gant,  Sanford,  Wright, 
Greene,  Toombs,  Hunter,  Griffin  and  Johnston. 

The  consideration  of  the  examinations  of  applicants  for 
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license  was  resumed  and  concluded,  and  it  was  decided  that 
the  following  gentlemen  were  entitled  to  license :  T.  J. 
Denman,  Alcede  Leigh,  B.  J.  Marshall,  C.  Y.  Snyder,  J.  W. 
Allen,  James  B.  Luter,  C.  Y.  G-ilmore,  J.  E:  Hall,  E.  M.  But- 
ler, W.  B.  Peek,  S.  H.  Hodgson,  Charles  Bridges,  W.  H. 
Hardin,  A.  L.  Emerson,  W.  N.  Blount,  C.  E.  Leuba,  C.  A. 
Sheelj,  W.  H.  Arnold,  A.  J.  Weissinger,  C.  McPrice,  C.  E. 
Dearing,  E.  J.  Scott,  D.  G.  Mohler,  D.  T.  McCall,  J.  W. 
Spicer,  J.  B.  McElroy,  E.  P.  Wendel,  E.  H.  Topp,  B.  M. 
Hines,  Emmett  Dill,  J.  P.  Moore,  Jr.,  J.  McGrisham,  C.  S. 
Middleton,  W.  J.  McYey,  T.  W.  Huey,  G.  F.  Deaton,  Fran- 
cis Y.  MoEee,  Joseph  E.  Johnson. 

On  motion  the  President  was  authorized  to  appoint  a  com- 
mittee to  prepare  questions  for  the  next  examinations. 

The  following  accounts  of  members  for  attending  meetings 
were  allowed  :  H.  A.  Gant,  $38.40  ;  E.  S.  Toombs,  $50.60 ; 
S.  E.  Dunn,  $50.60;  H.  H.  Haralson,  $19.30;  W.  F.  Hyer, 
$42.50  j  W.  B.  Sanford,  $60.45 ;  E.  F.  Griffin,  $58.00  ;  B.  F. 
Kittrell,  $49.05  ;  J.  F.  Hunter,  $15.00  ;  John  Wright,  $51.20  ; 
J.  M.  Greene,  $51.20. 

On  motion  the  Board  adjourned. 


RECEIPTS  AND  EXPENDITURES 


-PROM- 


SEPT.  30,   1893,  TO   SEPT,  30,   1894. 


EXPENSES    OF    MEMBEKS    OF    THE    BOAKD  AND 

THEIR  PER  DIEM  IN  ATTENDING 

MEETINGS. 

MEETING    AT    JACKSON    IN    OCTOBER,   1893. 

W.  F.  Hyer $  36  00 

B.  F.  Kittrell 36  20 

John  Wright 38  70 

J.  M.  Greene 37  70 

S.  R.  Dunn 38  50 

H.  A.  Gant 32  00 

W.  B.  Sanford 42  00 

E.  F.  Griffin 43  00 


$  304  10 


MEETING    AT    JACKSON,  APRIL,    1894. 


H.  A.  Gant $  38  40 

W.  F.  Hyer 42  50 

H.  H.  Haralson 19  30 

S.  R.  Dunn 50  60 

R.  S.  Toombs 50  60 

J.  M.  Greene 51  20 

John  Wright 51  20 

J.  F.  Hunter 15  00 

B.  F  Kittrell 49  05 

E.  F.  Griffin , 58  00 

W.  B.  Sanford 60  45 


$  486  30 


FOR    SHIP   ISLAND    QUARANTINE    STATION. 
1893.  DR. 

October  20— To  amount  from  Auditor $  138  00 
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October  28— To  amount  from  Auditor 861  10 

1894. 

To  amount  fees  received  from  Quarantine  Station..      220  50 
April  30 — To  amount  fees  received  from  Quaran- 

antine  Station 17  50 


Total $1,237  10 

1893.  cr. 

October  20 — By  bill,  Wm.  Parilla,   for   services  as 

boatman  from  Aug.  1  to  Sept.  1 $     30  00 

October  20 — By  Bill  Tbomas  Thompson  for  services 

as  boatman  from  Aug.  13  to  Sept.  1 19  00 

October  20 — By  bill  Frank  Laurendine  for  services 

as  boatman  Aug.  2,  to  Aug.  10,  inclusive 9  00 

October  20 — By  bill  J.  T.  Swetman  for  transport- 
ing mail  and  supplies  for  month  of  May,  and 
amount  paid  for  boats  to  Kennedy 45  00 

October  20 — By  bill  J.  T.  'Swetman  for  transport- 
ing mail  and  supplies  for  month  of  August.  . .        35  00 

October  28 — By  bill  Thomas  Thompson  for  services 

as  boatman  for  month  of  September 30  00 

October  28 — By  bill  Thomas  Thompson  for  services 

as  boatman  from  Oct.  1  to  Oct.  16,  inclusive.  .        16  00 

October    18 — By  bill  Wm.  Parilla  for  services  as 

boatman  for  month  of  September 30  00 

October   28 — By  bill  Wm.  Parilla  for   services  as 

boatman  from  Oct.  1  to  Oct.  16,  inclusive 16  00 

October  28— By  bill  Dr.  J.  B.  Chamberlin  for 
services  as  Quarantine  Physician  for  month  of 
August,  and  for  boarding  Frank  Laurendine 
from  Aug.  2  to  Aug.  10,  inclusive,  for  boarding 
Thos.  Thompson  from  Aug.  13  to  Sept.  1,  and 
for  boarding  Wm.  Parilla  from  Aug.  1  to  Sept. 
1 8  279  00 

October  28— By  bill  Dr.  J.  B.  Chamberlin  for  ser- 
vices as  Quarantine  Physician  for  month  of 
September,  and  for  boarding  2  boatmen 280  00 

October  28 — By  bill  Dr.  J.  B.  Chamberlin  for  ser- 
vices as  Quarantine  Physician  from  October  1 
to  Oct.  17,  inclusive,  and  for  boarding  2  boat- 
for  same  time 157  60 

October  28 — By  bill  tug  Toiler  for  carrying  mail 

and  supplies  for  month  of  September 35  00 

October  28 — By  bill  tug  Toiler  for  carrying  mail 

and  supplies  from  Oct.  1  to  Oct.  15 17  50 
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1894 
March   31 — By   amount   paid  into   State  Treasury, 

fees  collected  at  the  Sation 220  50 

Sept.    29 — By  amount  paid  into  State  Treasury,  lees 

collected  at  the  Station 17  50 

$1237   10 


Amount  furnished  Jackson  County  Board  of  Health  (under 
the  provisions  of  an  Act  supplementary  to  an  Act  to 
amend  the  statutes  in  regard  to  Boards  of  Health,  ap- 
proved February,  28,  1880). 

1894 

♦August  7 $500  00 

*NOTE.— In  furnishing  the  Auditor  a  statement  of  the  amounts  re- 
ceived for  the  State  Board  of  Health  for  the  year  from  Septamber 
30.  1893  to  September  30,  1894,  under  the  heads  of  the  different  ac- 
counts for  which  they  were  used,  I  made  the  mistake  of  giving  him 
under  the  head  amount  furnished  the  Jackson  County  Board  of 
Health  $1500.00.  when  it  should  have  been  $500.00.  The  mistake 
was  made  of  including  $1000.00  which  was  drawn  after  the  close  of 
the  year,  viz  :  on  November  15,  1894.  This  amount  comes  in  the  year 
from  September  30.  1894  to  September  30,  1895. 


FOR    QUARANTINE    PURPOSES. 


1893. 


DR. 


Octobor  20 

October«20 

October~28 

October 

October 

October 

October 

Novmb'r 


28- 
28- 
28- 
28- 
4- 


Novmb'r   4 
Novmb'r   4 

1894 
Febru'y  24 
Febru'y  24 
March      81 
June  23 


-To  amount  from  Auditor $  100  00 

-To  amount  from  Auditor 100  00 

-To  amount  from  Auditor 235  80 

-To  amount  from  Auditor 173  33 

-To  amount  from  Auditor 229  56 

-To  amount  from  Auditor 204  80 

-To  amount  from  Auditor 163  91 

-To  amount  from  Auditor 228  65 

-To  amount  from  Auditor ....  259  49 

-To  amount  from  Auditor 286  43 

-To  amount  from  Auditor 19  00 

-To  amount  from  Auditor 31  80 

-To  amount  from  Auditor 10  65 

-To  amount  from  Auditor 18  00 


$  2061  42 
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1893.  cr. 

October  20 — By  bill  Dr.  H.  H.  Hughes  for  services 
as  General  Inspector  of  Quarantine  from  Sept. 
19  to  Sept.  28,  inculsi ve $   100  00 

October  20— By  bill  Dr.  W.  F.  Hyer  for  services 
as  General  Inspector  of  Quarantine  from  Sept. 

19  to  Sept.  28,  inclusive 100  00 

October  28 — By  bill  Dr.  A.  G.  Payne  for  services 

as  Quarantine  Officer  on  the  Mobile  &  Ohio  E. 

R.,  and  expenses,  from  Sept.  19  to  Oct.  18. . . .      167  50 

October  28 — By  bill  Walter  Partin  for  services  as 
Assistant  Quarantine  Officer  on  the  Mobile  & 
Ohio  R.  R.  from  Sept.  19  to  Oct.  18,  and  ex- 
penses         68  30 

October  28 — By  bill  Dr.  J.  W.  Spillman  for  services 
as  Quarantine  Inspector  on  the  Georgia  Pacific 
R.  R.  from  Sept.  20  to  Oct  16 130  00 

October  28 — By  bill  G.  N.  Smythe  for  services  as 
Quarantine  Sergeant  on  the  Georgia  Pacific  R. 
R.  from  Sept.  20  to  Oct.  16 43  33 

October  28 — By  bill  Dr.  W.  F.  Betts  for  services  as 
Quarantine  Inspector  on  the  Alabama  Great 
Southern  R.  R.  for  25  days,  and  expenses.  .  .  .        152  70 

October  28 — By  bill  J.  F.  Betts  for  services  as  As- 
sistant Quarantine  Inspector  on  the  Alabama 
Great  Southern  R.  R.  for  28  days 76  86 

October  28 — By  bill  Dr.  W.  A.  Cox  for  services  as 
Quarantine  Inspector  on  the  Louisville  &  Nash- 
ville R.  R.  from  Sept.  19  to  Oct.  9,  inclusive.  .      105  00 

October  28 — By  bill  W".  H.  Bishop  for  services  as 
Assistant  Inspector  at  Quarantine  Station  on 
Louisville  &  Nashville  R.  R.  from  Sept.  19  to 
Oct.  9,  inclusive 35  00 

October  28 — By  bill  Chas.  Jacobson  for  services  as 
Inspector  on  trains  (L.  &  N.  R.  R.)  from  Sept. 

20  to  Sept.  24,  inclusive,  and  expenses 10  00 

October  28 — By  bill  O.  B.  Lyons  for  services  as  In- 
spector on  trains  (L.  &  N.  R.  R.)  from  Sept.  20 

to  Sept.  24,  inclusive,  and  expenses 10  00 

October  28 — By  bill  John  G.  Morgan  for  hauling 
tents,  bedding  and  utensils  from  Scranton  to 
Quarantine  Station  on  Louisville  &  Nashville 
R.  R.,  and  for  hauling  same  from   depot   and 

storing  in  warehouse 12  00 

October  28 — By  bill  F.  A.  Robbing  for  services  as 
cook  at  Quarantine  Station  on  Louisville  & 
Nashville  R.  R.  from  Sept.  19  to  Oct.  9,  inclu- 
sive          10  50 
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October  28 — By  bill  W.  M.  Cantry  for  supplies  fur- 
nished the  Quarantine  Station  on  the  Louisville 
&  Nashville  R.  R 22  30 

October  28 — By  bill  Dr.  W.  F.  Hyer  for  services 
and  expenses  as  Inspector  in  visiting  sea-coast 
stations 163  91 

November  4 — By  bill  Dr.  J.  M.  Greene,  Jr.,  for  29 
days  services  as  Quarantine  Officer  on  the 
Kansas  City,  Memphis  &  Birmingham  R.  R., 
and  expenses 203  00 

November  4 — By  bill  W.  T.  Hampton  for  7  days 
services  as  Assistant  Quarantine  Officer  on  the 
Kansas  City,  Memphis  &  Birmingham  R.  R., 
and  expenses 25  65 

November  4 — By  bill  Dr.  R.  G.  Barnhill  for  ser- 
vices as  Quarantine  Officer  on  the  Memphis  & 
Charleston  R.  R.  from  Sept.  19  to  Oct.  17,  in- 
clusive, and(expenses 185   15 

November  4 — By  bill  Harry  B.  Sanford  for  ser- 
vices as  Quarantine  Inspector  on  the  Memphis 
&  Charleston  R.  R.  from  Sept.  19  to  Oct.  17, 
inclusive,  and  expenses 74  34 

November  4 — By  bill  Dr.  W.  C.  Brooke  for  ser- 
vices as  Quarantine  Officer  on  the  East  Tenn- 
essee, Yirginia  &  Georgia  R.  R.  from  Sept.  19 
to  Oct.  17,  inclusive,  and  expenses 163   10 

November  4 — By  bill  F.  M.  McCarroll  for  services 
as  Assistant  Quarantine  Inspector  on  the  East 
Tennessee,  Virginia  &  Georgia  R.  R.  for  29 
days  and  expenses 60  82 

November  4 — By  bill  Albert  Peoples  for  services 
as  cook  at  Quarantine  Station  on  the  East 
Tennessee,  Virginia  &  Georgia  R.  R.  from  Sept. 
27  to  Oct.  17 10  00 

November  4 — By  bill  F.  Metzger  for  supplies  fur- 
nished Quarantine  Station  on  East  Tennessee, 
Virginia  &  Georgia  R.  R 52  51 

1894 

February  24— By  bill  Dr.  I.  P.  Partin  for  services 
as  Quarantine  Officer  Sept.  19,  20  and  21,  1893, 
and  expenses 19  00 

February  24— By  bill  Dr.  H.  H.  Hughes  for  ex- 
penses as  General  Quarantine  Inspector,  1893.        31  80 

March  31 — By  bill  Meridian  Mercantile  Co.  for 
articles  furnished  Quarantine  Station  East 
Tennessee,  Virginia  &  Georgia  R.  R.  in  1893.  .        10  65 

B  H-2 
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June  28 — By  bill  J.  A.  Ehodes  for  rent  of  room  for 
storing  quarantine  property  from  Oct.  1,  1892, 
to  March  31,  1894 18  00 

$2061  42 


POSTAGE,  expressage  and  telegrams. 

1893.  dr. 

*October  5 — To  amount  from  auditor $     25  08 

October  20 — To  amount  from  auditor 44  63 

$     69  71 
1893.  cr. 

October  5— By  bill  Dr.  W.  F.  Hyer,  President,  for 

postage  and  telegrams $     25  08 

October  20 — By  bill  Wirt  Johnston,  Secretary,   for 

postage,  expressage  and  telegrams 44  63 

$     69  71 


Secretary's  Salary $  500  00 

*Dr.  Hyer  drew  $61  this  date,  $36  of  which  was  for 
per  diem  and  expenses  for  attending  a  meeting. 


From  September  30,  1894,  to  January  1,  1896. 


Jackson,  Miss.,  October  1,  1894. 

Board  met  at  10  o'clock,  a.  m.  There  were  present:  Dr- 
W.  F.  Hyer,  President,  Drs.  Griffin,  Sanford,  Gant,  Karal. 
sod,  Kittrell,  Wright,  Greene,  Hunter  and  Johnston. 

The  Board  proceeded  to  consider  the  questions  to  be  pro- 
pounded to  applicants  for  license  to  practice  medicine. 

The  following  resolution,  offered  by  Dr.  Kittrell,  was 
adopted: 

Resolved,  That  the  result  of  the  examination  of  every  ap- 
plicant for  license,  whether  favorable  or  unfavorable,  shall 
be  preserved  as  an  executive  secret  by  the  members  of  this 
Board  until  after  the  adjournment  of  the  Board,  when  each 
applicant  shall  be  officially  informed  of  the  action  of  the 
Board  by  the  Secretary,  either  in  person  or  by  letter. 

The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  questions  for  the  ex- 
amination in  April,  1895,  reported  and  .the  reports  were 
adopted. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Johnston,  a  committee  was  appointed 
to  revise  the  rules  and  regulations  for  the  guidance  of  county 
health  officers.  Committee  :  Drs.  Greene  Kittrell  and  Har- 
alson. 

On  motion  the  board  adjourned  until  9  o'clock  to-morrow 
morning. 


Jacksom,  Miss.,  October  2,  1894. 

The  Board  met  at  9  o'clock  a.  m.  Present,  Dr.  Hyer, 
President,  Drs.  Dunn.  Toombs,  Kittrell,  Wright,  Haralson, 
Sanford,  Griffin,  Greene,  Gant,  Hunter  and  Johnston. 

The  board  proceeded  to  examine  the  following  applicants 
for  license  to  practice  medicine  :  J.  F.  Alexander,  J.  W. 
Price,  W.  W.  McRae,  G.  W.  Ragsdale,  C.  E.  Catchings,  L.  A. 
Murdock,  J.  T.  Butler,  W.  H.  Roane,  L.  R.  Harrison,  Terry 
Kinney,  W.  D.  Smith,  J.  L.  Parker,  Oscar  Kennedy,  J.  H. 
Bailey,  M.  R.  Clark,  J.  L.  Lenoir,  R.  A.  Creekmore,  S.  W. 
Puriloy,  R.  C.  Brooks,  G.  R.  Rau,  G.  L.  Fox,  E.  M.  Ellis,  C. 
D.  Fontaine,  W.  H.  Hawkins,  W.  M.  Wells,  T.  M.  Holloway, 


20  State  Board  of  Health. 

J.   T.  Holloway,   H.   L.    Baur,  ¥m.  Spivey,  George  C.  Mc- 
Gowan,  H.  M.  Baugh,  Neulan  B.  Smith,  ¥m.  F.  Scales. 
On  motion  the  board  adjourned  until  to-morrow  morning. 


Jackson,  Miss.,  October  3,  1894. 

The  board  met  at  9  o'clock  a.  m.  Present,  Dr.  Hyer,  Pres- 
ident, Drs.  Kittrell,  Sanford,  Dunn,  Haralson,  Toombs, 
Wright,  Griffin,  Greene,  Gant,  Hunter  and  Johnston. 

The  board  proceeded  to  the  examinations  of  applicants  for 
license. 

On  motion  the  board  adjourned  until  to-morrow  morning. 


Jackson,  Miss.,  October  4,  1894. 

The  board  met  at  9  o'clock  a.  m.  Present,  Dr.  Hyer, 
President,  Drs.  Sanford,  Kittrell,  Dunn,  Haralson,  Toombs, 
Wright,  Griffin,  Greene,  Gant,  Hunter  and  Johnston. 

The  consideration  of  the  examinations  of  applicants  for 
license  was  resumed,  and  it  was  decided  that  the  following 
gentlemen  were  entitled  to  license :  J.  P.  Alexander,  J.  W. 
Price,  W.  W.  McEae,  G.  W.  Eagsdale,  C.  A.  Catchings,L.  A. 
Murdock,  J.  T.  Butler,  W.  H.  Koane,  L.  E.  Harrison,  Terry 
Kinney,  W.  D.  Smith,  M.  E.  Clark,  J.  L.  Lenoir,  S.  W.  Puri- 
foy,  E.  C.  Brooks,  G.  E.  Eau,  C.  D.  Fontaine,  W.  M.  Wells, 
T.  M.  Holloway,  Wm.  Spivey,  Neulan  B.  Smith,  W.  F. 
Scales. 

Mhe  following  accounts  of  members  for  attending  meet- 
ing were  allowed  :  A.  A.  Gant  $36 .  90,  E.  S.  Toombs  $33 .  00, 
W.  B.  Sanford  $55.16,  J.  M.  Greene  $45.90,  S.E.Dunn 
$47.50,  Wirt  Johnston  $12.00,  John  Wright  49.70,  J.  F. 
Hunter  $12.00.  E.  F.  Griffin  $57.00,  H.  H.  Haralson  $27.00, 
W.  F.  Hyer,  $43.00,  B.  F.  Kittrell  $42.30. 

On  motion  the  board  adjourned. 


Scranton,  Miss.,  March  29,  1895. 

The  State  Board  of  Health  was  called  to  order  at  Scranton, 
March  29,  at  8  o'clock  a.  m.  Present,  Dr.  W.  F.  Hyer, 
President,  Drs.  Dunn,  Wright,  Haralson,  Griffin,  Gant  and 
Toombs.  n  wag 

Dr.  Wirt  Johnston  being  absent,  Dr.  Gant,  on  motio  ' 
requested  to  act  as  Secretary. 
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The  President  explained  the  necessity  of  the  meeting  on 
the  coast,  that  the  board  might  become  better  acquainted  with 
the  constitution  of  quarantine  stations,  the  destructive  storm 
that  swept  the  Gulf  in  Octobbr,  1893,  having  been  especially 
damaging  to  Chandeleur,  Ship  and  Bound  Islands.  The 
board  proceeded  to  Pascagoula,  and  after  inspecting  the 
bay  and  harbor,  took  a  boat  for  Round  Island.  This  Island 
guards  the  port  of  Pascagoula,  and  is  about  twenty  miles 

east  of  Ship  Island,  six  miles  north  of Island,  and 

four  miles  off  the  coast  from  Pascagoula,  which  is  the 
largest  and  most  important  port  of  entry  in  the  Slate,  and 
since  the  United  States  Marine  Hospital  Service  has  taken 
charge  of  Ship  Island,  it  offers  the  most  available  location 
for  a  quarantine  station. 

Here  we  found  every  facility  for  protecting  this  port 
from  the  entrance  of  contagious  diseases.  The  island  is 
about  one  mile  in  length,  and  from  one-half  to  three-quar- 
ters of  a  mile  wide.  On  its  south-eastern  side  is  the  Gov- 
ernment light  house,  from  which  for  many  miles  the  Sound 
can  be  scanned  and  approaching  vessels  recognized.  About 
the  center  of  the  island  is  located  the  quarantine  station, 
consisting  of  two  rooms  14x16  feet,  of  plain  undressed  lum- 
ber, but  substantial  and  comfortable,  occupied  by  the  quar- 
antine physician  as  offices.  About  thirty  or  forty  feet  from 
this  is  the  hospital,  a  well-built,  cheap  house  of  one  large 
room  25x50  feet,  with  a  six  foot  covered  gallery  on  each 
side.  This  is  used  as  a  hospital  or  place  of  detention  for 
persons  suspected  of  having  any  contagious  disease,  and 
when  not  so  needed,  as  a  storage  room  for  supplies.  There 
are  on  hand  at  this  time  one-half  dozen  cots,  one-half  dozen 
iron  bedsteads,  twenty-five  fumigating  pots,  seven  barrels 
each  of  sulphate  iron  and  sulphur,  and  a  small  quantity  of 
lime. 

About  twenty  feet  from  this  building  is  another,  consisting 
of  two  small  rooms,  10  by  12  feet,  with  gallery  in  front, 
used  as  a  kitchen  and  dining-room.  These  are  supplied 
with  a  cooking  stove,  kitchen  utensils,  dishes,  dining  table, 
chairs,  etc.  Two  cisterns  furnish  an  ample  supply  of  fresh 
water.  The  buildings  are  all  in  good  repair,  and  inclosed 
by  a  good  fence. 

From  this  point  the  Board  went  out  to  the  anchorage  and 
inspected  several  vessels  lying  there.  After  discussing  the 
needs  of  the  quarantine  service  it  was  decided  that  Round 
Island  is  the  best  available  place  for  a  State  quarantine  Sta- 
tion, and  that  the  station  should  be  furnished  a  steam  or 
naptha  launch,  to  be  used  by  the  quarantine  physician  in 
visiting  the  vessels,  which  are  generally  anchored  from 
four  to  ten  miles  distant  from  the  Island. 
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Upon  returning  from  Scranton  the  Board  visited  Biloxi. 
The  disinfecting  plant  used  by  the  government  at  Ship 
Island  consists  of  a  vessel  supplied  with  all  necessary  ap- 
paratus for  super-heating  or  fumigating  all  articles  to  be 
disinfected,  and  a  steam  tug  on  which  is  built  a  furnace  for 
burning  sulphur,  with  which  all  apartments  of  vessels  that 
can  be  closed  are  fumigated,  the  fumes  being  forced  through 
hose  by  fans.  There  are  also  portable  hand  pumps  for 
washing  all  parts  of  vessels  with  solution  of  mercuric 
chloride. 

The  members  of  the  Board  were  impressed  with  the  idea 
that  all  necessary  precautions  had  been  taken  along  our  sea- 
board to  prevent  the  introduction  of  yellow  fever  or  other 
epidemic  diseases  into  the  State  during  the  coming  summer. 


Jackson,  Miss.,  April  1,  1895. 

The  State  Board  of  Health  met  at  10  a.  m.  There  were 
present:  Dr.  W.  P.  Hyer,  President;  Drs.  Grant,  Greene, 
Haralson,  Sanford,  Wright,  Toombs,  Hunter,  Dunn,  Griffin, 
Kittrell  and  Johnston. 

The  Board  proceeded  to  consider  the  questions  to  be  pro- 
pounded to  applicants  for  license  to  practice  medicine. 

On  motion  the  Board  adjourned  until  3  o'clock  p.  m. 

AFTERNOON     SESSION. 

The  Board  met  at  3  o'clock  p.  m.  Present :  Dr.  Hyer, 
President;  Drs.  Haralson,  Sanford,  Dunn,  Toombs,  Kittrell, 
Wright,  Greene,  Griffin,  Gant,  Hunter  and  Johnston. 

The  Board  proceeded  to  appoint  Health  officers  for  the 
counties  of  the  State  as  follows : 

County.  Name. 

Adams Dr.  J.  C.  Ballard. 

Alcorn Dr.  E.  Y.  Barnhill. 

Amite Dr.  C.  H.  Bates. 

Attala Dr.  E.  C.  Coleman. 

Benton Dr.  Frank  Ferrell. 

Bolivar Dr.  T.  A.  Harris. 

Calhoun Dr.  C.  Montgomery. 

Carroll Dr.  G.  W.  Yasser. 

Chickasaw Dr.  J.  H.  Murfee. 

Choctaw Dr.  E.  K.  Prewett. 

Claiborne Dr.  W.  D.  Eedus. 

Clarke Dr.  E.  M.  Hand. 

Clay Dr.  J.  B.  Gresham. 
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County.  Name. 

Coahoma Dr.  J.  N-  D.  Shinkel. 

Copiah Dr.  A.  B.  Pitts. 

DeSoto Dr.  W.  S.  Weissinger. 

Franklin Dr.  C.  T.  Hogan. 

Greene „■..*.  Dr.  B.  F.  Hamrick. 

Grenada Dr.  A.  C.  Kuykendall. 

Hancock Dr.  R.  J.  Turner. 

Harrison Dr.  W.  T.  Bolton. 

Hinds Dr.  F.  L.  Fulgham. 

Holmes Dr.  B.  A.  Shepherd. 

Issaquena Dr.  B.  D.  Farish. 

Jackson Dr.  W.  R.  Kell. 

Jasper Dr.  J.  O.  Denson. 

Jefferson Dr.  A.  K.  McNair. 

Jones Dr.  R.  L.  Turner. 

Kemper Dr.  W.  H.  Lipscomh. 

Lafayette Dr.  W.  H.  Baird. 

Lauderdale Dr.  I.  P.  Partin. 

Lawrence Dr.  G.  A.  Teunisson. 

Leake Dr.  B.  N.  Ward. 

Lee Dr.  J.  W.  Gilbert. 

Leflore Dr.  J.  H.  Lucas. 

Lincoln Dr.  J.  W.  Bennettt. 

Lowndes Dr.  B.  A.  Vaughan. 

Madison Dr.  C.  S.  Priestley. 

Marion Dr.  T.  B.  Ford. 

Marshall , Dr.  Chesley  Daniel. 

Monroe Dr.  J.  M.  Greene,  Jr. 

Montgomery Dr.  B.  F.  Ward. 

Neshoba . .  Dr.  E.  L.  White. 

Newton Dr.  J.  J.  Haralson. 

Noxubee , .  .  .  Dr.  H.  A.  Minor. 

Oktibbeha ...  Dr.  J.  S.  Montgomery. 

Panola Dr.  Edwin  Wright. 

Pearl   River Dr.  James  G.  Sherry. 

Perry Dr.  J.  A.  Cook. 

Pike Dr.  W.  M.  Wroten. 

Pontotoc Dr.  C.  B.  Mitchell. 

Prentiss Dr.  S.  N.  Walker. 

Quitman Dr.  J.  H.  Phipps. 

Eankin Dr.  A.  G.  McLaurin. 

Scott Dr.  B.  M.  Neal. 

Sharkey Dr.  J.  C.  Hall. 

Simpson Dr.  D.  McCallum. 

Smith Dr.  W.  H.  Hill. 

Sunflower Dr.  A.  L.  Cannon. 

Tallahatchie Dr.  T.  J.  Denman . 
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County.  Name. 

Tate Dr.  J.  L.  Koseborough. 

Tippah Dr.  C.  M.  Murry. 

Tishomingo Dr.  F.  T.  Carmack. 

Tunica Dr.  E.  L.  Irby. 

Union Dr.  J.  A.  Green. 

Warren Dr.  W.  D.  Eastland. 

Washington Dr.  E.  F.  Turner. 

Wayne Dr.  W.  H.  Boykin. 

Webster Dr.  A.  H.  Bays. 

Wilkinson Dr.  J.  F.  Therrel. 

Yalobusha Dr.  E.  S.  Beadles. 

Yazoo Dr.  P.  J.  McCormick. 

The  following  Board  of  Health  was  appointed  for  Jackson 
county :  H.  F.  Krebs,  Charles  Boster,  Dr.  W.  A.  Cox, 
G.  W.  Davis  and  J.  W.  Stewart. 

Dr.  E.  F.  G-riffin  was  appointed  quarantine  physician  at 
the  Round  Island  Station. 

On  motion  the  Board  adjourned  until  8  o'cbck  to-morrow 
morning. 


Jackson,  Miss.,  April  2,  1895. 

The  Board  met  at  9  o'clock  a.  m.  Present :  Dr.  Hyer, 
President;  Drs.  Toombs,  Dunn,  Grant,  Haralson,  Wright, 
Greene,  Grffin,  Sanford,  Kittrell  and  Johnston. 

The  Board  proceeded  to  examine  the  following  applicants 
for  license  to  practice  medicine :  J.  H.  Beavers,  F.  H. 
Thompson,  G.  L.  Fox,  J.  O'Riley,  H.  L.  Yarbrough,  W.  B. 
Pinson,  G.  A.  McDonald,  W.  L.  Howard,  R.  C.  Henderson, 
Clinton  Toy,  R.  A.  Creekmore,  J.  W.  Tillson,  B.  J.  Bar- 
nette,  R.  L.  Hollady,  C.  M.  Coker,  A.  L.  Darling,  J.  E. 
Beall,  B.  S.  Waller,  C.  H.  Walker,  George  C.  McGowan, 
John  Tackett,  J.  Harbour,  Wm.  M.  Spivey,  J.  H.  Bailey, 
E.  M.  Ellis,  G.  W.  Johnson,  W.  G.  Thompson,  J.  C.  Webb, 
J.  R.  Kennedy,  J.  P.  Conn,  G.  W.  Johnson,  H.  A.  Stuart, 
R.  E.  Higdon,  J.  T.  Norman,  J.  W.  Comfort,  Paul  Bellenger, 
W.  S.  Kilpatrick,  E.  T.  Wilkinson,  J.  C.  Higdon,  F.  H.  Car- 
lisle, E.  O.  Lott,  J.  E.  Williams,  McWillie  Johnston,  C.  E. 
Wilson,  W.  R.  Thames,  S.  U.  Martin'  W.  R.  McKinley,  J.  B. 
Anderson,  Geo.  McD.  Lackey,  and  James  D.  Shields. 

On  motion  the  Board  adjourned  until  tomorrow  morning. 


Jackson,  Miss.,  April  3,  1895. 
The    Board   met  at   8:30    o'clock.     Present:     Dr.  Hyei> 
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president;  Drs.  Dunn,  Wright,  Kittrell,  Greene,  Griffin, 
Toombs,  Sanford,  Gant,  Hunter  and  Johnston. 

The  Board  proceeded  to  consider  the  examinations  of  ap- 
plicants for  license  to  practice  medicine. 

On  motion  the  Board  adjourned  until  tomorrow  morning. 


Jackson,  Miss.,  April  4,  1895. 

The  Board  met  at  8:30  a.  m.  Present :  Dr.  Hyer,  presi- 
dent; Drs.  Haralson,  Gant,  Sanford,  Toombs,  Griffin,  Greene, 
Kittrell,  Wright,  Dunn,  Hunter  and  Johnston. 

The  consideration  of  the  examination  of  applicants  for 
license  to  practice  medicine  was  resumed. 

Dr.  E.  F.  Turner  was  appointed  Health  Officer  of  Wash- 
ington county. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Toombs,  $2500  was  allowed  the  Jackson 
county  Board  of  Health,  $1000  of  which  is  to  be  used  for 
the  purchase  of  a  launch  for  the  station  and  $1500  to  assist 
in  paying  the  expenses  of  quarantine  at  the  Port  of  Pasca- 
goula  during  the  coming  season. 

On  motion  the  Board  adjourned  until  tomorrow  morning. 


Jackson,  Miss,  April  5,  1895. 

The  Board  met  at  8  o'clock  a.  m.  Present:  Dr.  Hyer, 
president ;  Drs.  Wright,  Dunn,  Greene,  Griffin,  Kittrell, 
Gant,  Toombs  and  Johnston. 

The  questions  to  be  propounded  to  applicants  at  the  Oc- 
tober meeting  for  license  to  practice  medicine  were  con- 
sidered and  adopted. 

The  bill  of  Dr.  W.  T.  Bolton  for  $150,  as  special  quaran- 
tine officer  for  Harrison  county  during  the  season  of  1894, 
was  allowed. 

The  consideration  of  the  examinations  of  applicants  lor 
license  was  resumed,  and  it  was  decided  that  the  following 
gentlemen  were  entitled  to  license  :  J.  H.  Beavers,  F.  H. 
Thompson,  G.  L.  Fox,  J.  O.  Riley,  H.  L.  Yarbrougb,  W.  B. 
Pinson,  G.  A.  McDonald,  W.  L.  Howard,  R.  C.  Henderson, 
Clinton  Toy,  R.  A.  Creekmore,  J.  W.  Tillson,  B.  J.  Barnette, 
R.  L.  Holladay,  C.  M.  Coker,  A.  L.  Darling,  J.  E.  Beall, 
B.  S.  Waller,  C.  H.  Walker,  Geo.  C.  McGowan,  John  Tackett, 
J.  Harbour,  J.  H.  Bailey,  E.  M.  Ellis,  G.  W.  Johnson,  W.  G. 
Thompson,  J.  C.  Webb,  J.  R.  Kennedy,  J.  P.  Conn,  G.  W. 
Johnson,  H.  A.  Stuart,  J.  W.  Comfort,  Paul  Bellenger,  W. 
S.  Kilpatrick,  E.  T.  Wilkinson,  E.  O.  Lott.  J.  E.  Williams, 
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McWillie  Johnson,  C.  E.  Wilson,  W.  E.  Thames,  S.  U.  Mar- 
tin, W.  E.  McKinley,  J.  B.  Anderson,  Geo.  McD.  Lackey 
and  Jas.  D.  Shields. 

The  following  accounts  of  members  were  allowed  :  W.  B. 
Sanford,  $53.50;  J.  F.  Hunter,  $15;  E.  S.  Toombs,  $96.72; 
S.  E.  Dunn,  $99.72 ;  W.  F.  Hyer,  $80.75 ;  Wirt  Johnston, 
$15;  E.  F.  Griffin,  $6-3  ;  H.  A.  Gant,  $98.30;  John  Wright, 
$98.70:  J.  M.  Greene,  $48.10;  H.  H.  Haralson,  $79.60;  B. 
F.  Kittrell,  $47.10. 

On  motion  the  Board  adjourned. 


Jackson,  Miss.,  August  27,  1895. 

The  Board  met  at  11:30  a.  m.  Present :  Dr.  Hyer,  presi- 
dent; Drs.  Griffin,  Greene,  Kittrell,  Toombs,  Dunn,  Wright, 
Haralson,  Hunter  and  Johnston. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Hunter,  the  action  of  the  Executive 
Committee  in  taking  charge  of  the  outbreak  of  smallpox  in 
Lauderdale  county  was  endorsed. 

On  motion,  the  action  of  the  Executive  Committee  in 
taking  charge  of  the  outbreak  of  smallpox  in  Tunica  county 
was  endorsed. 

On  motion,  the  bills  incurred  in  these  outbreaks  were 
allowed. 

Dr.  A.  L.  Morris  was  appointed  health  officer  of  Leake 
county,  vice  Dr.  B.  N.  Ward,  deceased. 

Dr.  T.  J.  Brown  was  appointed  health  officer  of  Grenada 
county,  vice  Dr.  Kuykendall,  deceased. 

The  following  accounts  of  members  were  allowed  :  S.  E. 
Dunn,  $27.80;  John  Wright,  $30.20;  B.  F.  Kittrell,  $24.70; 
E.  F.  Griffin,  $35  ;  W.  F.  Hyer,  $12.85  ;  H.  H.  Haralson, 
$8  ;  J.  M.  Greene,  26.40;  J.  F.  Hunter,  $3  ;  E.  S.  Toombs, 
$27.30. 

On  motion  the  Board  adjourned. 


Jackson,  Miss.,  September  30,  1895. 

The  Board  met  at  11  o'clock  a.  m.  Present:  Dr.  Hyer, 
president;  Drs.  Dunn,  Greene,  Griffin,  Toombs,  Wright, 
Haralson  and  Johnston. 

The  Board  proceeded  to  consider  the  questions  to  be  pro- 
pounded to  applicants  for  license  to  practice  medicine. 

On  motion  the  Board  adjourned  until  tomorrow  morning. 
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Jackson,  Miss.,  October  1,  1895. 

The  Board  met  at  9  o'clock  a.  m.  Present :  Dr.  Hyer, 
president;  Drs.  Dunn,  Greene,  Griffin,  Toombs,  Wright, 
Haralson,  Hunter,  Kittrell  and  Johnston. 

The  Board  proceeded  to  examine  the  following  applicants 
for  license  to  practice  medicine  :  H.  A.  S.Hartley,  E.  L. 
Greene,  E.  M.  Murphey,  W.  T.  Harris,  E.  Paxton,  J.  W. 
Grisham,  B.  M.  Kendrick,  Rosa  "Weiss,  W.  A.  Denson,  J.  R. 
Kittrell,  B.  B.  Jones,  L.  L.  Barnes,  J.  T.  Holloway  and  J.  P. 
O'Leary. 

On  motion  the  Board  adjourned  until  tomorrow  morning. 


Jackson,  Miss.,  October  2,  1895. 

The  Board  met  at  9  o'clock  a.  m.  Present :  Dr.  Hyer, 
president,  Drs.  Dunn,  Greene,  Griffin,  Toombs,  Wright, 
Haralson,  Kittrell  and  Johnston. 

The  Board  proceeded  to  consider  the  examinations  of  ap- 
plicants for  license  to  practice  medicine,  and  it  was  decided 
that  the  following  gentlemen  were  entitled  to  license:  E. 
L.  Greene,  E.  M.  Murphy,  E.  Paxton,  J.  W.  Grisham,  Rosa 
Weiss,  J.  R.  Kittrell,  B.  B.  Jones  and  J.  P.  O'Leary. 

The  following  accounts  of  members  were  allowed  :  S.  R. 
Dunn,  $40.55;  J.  M.  Greene,  $39.90;  B.  F.  Kittrell,  $31; 
E.  F.  Griffin,  $38;  R.  S.  Toombs,  $40.80;  W.  F.  Hyer, 
$31.50;  John  Wright,  $37.20;  H.  H.  Haralson,  $18. 


On  motion  the  Board  adjourned. 


Jackson,  Miss.,  December  18,  1895. 

The  Board  met  at  11  o'clock  a.  m.  Present:  Dr.  Hyer, 
president;  Drs.  Dunn,  Hunter.  Wright,  Toombs,  Griffin  and 
Johnston. 

The  Board  proceeded  to  examine  the  accounts  and 
vouchers  of  the  secretary  and  found  them  correct. 

In  the  matter  of  small-pox  in  Tunica  county  it  was  de- 
cided that  the  small  number  of  cases  there  should  be  man- 
aged by  the  health  officer  of  the  county  and  that  an  inspec- 
tor would  not  be  put  on  duty  for  the  present. 

The  following  accounts  of  members  were  allowed:  R.  S. 
Toombs,  $28.80;  E.  F.  Griffin,  $37;  S.  R.  Dunn,  $29.30;  W. 
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F.  Hyer,  $13  j  J.  F.  Hunter,  $3  (for  this  meeting),  J.  F.  Hun- 
ter, $3  for  the  October  meeting). 
On  motion  the  Board  adjourned. 


Dr.  Wirt  Johnston,  Secretary  Mississippi  State  Board  of  Health: 

Dear  Sir — At  the  request  of  the  President  of  the  Jackson 
County  Board  of  Health,  and  in  accordance  with  your  sug- 
gestion, from  the  fourth  to  the  ninth  of  June  inclusive  I 
spent  in  visiting  the  town  of  Pascagoula  and  Eound  Island 
quarantine  station,  engaged  in  investigating  the  facts  in  the 
case  of  the  difference  of  opinion  existing  between  the  Jack- 
son County  Board  of  Health  and  the  Marine  Hospital  Ser- 
vice of  the  United  States,  in  regard  to  the  necessity  of  forc- 
ing vessels  bound  to  Pascagoula  harbor  from  foreign  ports 
neither  infected  with  epidemic  disease  or  suspected  of  infec- 
tion, to  go  into  port  at  Ship  Island  or  the  Tortugas  for  in- 
spection by  the  officials  of  the  United  States  Marine  Service. 

This  order  being  enforced  against  all  foreign  vessels  from 
all  parts,  subjected  the  major  part  of  the  shipping  bound  to 
Pascagoula  to  unnecessary  delay  and  unnecessary  expense 
in  that  in  addition  to  pilot  fees  averaging  $150  per  vessel 
necessary  to  be  paid  on  entering  the  port  of  Pascagoula,  the 
same  fees  had  to  be  duplicated  at  the  Ship  Island  pass,  and 
the  vessel  once  in  Ship  Island  harbor  frequently  was  com- 
pelled to  await  a  favorable  wind,  perhaps  for  several  days, 
or  to  hire  a  tug  to  carry  them  to  the  port  of  original  des- 
tination. In  consequence  of  these  drawbacks  and  hinder- 
ances  it  was  .becoming  difficult  to  charter  vessels  to  enter 
Pascagoula  harbor  to  load  with  lumber  for  foreign  ports. 
The  lumber  interests  centering  in  Pascagoula  harbor  are 
vast  in  extent,  in  fact  the  most  extensive  on  the  Mississippi 
coast,  and  are  in  competition  with  the  lumber  interests  of 
Pensacola,  Pearl  river  and  many  other  points  along  the 
Grulf  coast,  and  the  difference  alone  of  $150  per  vessel  in 
the  cost  of  the  transportation  of  a  ship  load  of  lumber  makes 
quite  a  hole  in  the  profits  of  the  marine  voyage.  The 
Marine  Hospital  Service  of  the  United  States  has  for  years 
been  straining  every  nerve  to  take  into  their  own  hands 
eveiything  in  the  United  States  in  the  quarantine  and  in- 
spection line,  and  to  root  out  and  abolish  all  State  and 
county  inspections  along  the  line  of  the  sea-coast. 

But  the  past  history  of  the  efficiency  of  that  bureau  is  not 
such  as  to  justify  local  or  State  authorities  in  relating  their 
observation  of  them  as  well  as  ships  from  infected  parts.  My 
inquiries  into  the  state  of  affairs  at  Pascagoula  included  in- 
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terviews  with  the  Jackson  County  Board  of  Health,  the 
quarantine  officer,  ship  captains  and  exporters  of  lumber,  and 
my  conclusion  was  that  the  obnoxious  orders  were  onerous 
to  shippers  and  shipping  interests.  In  consequence  thereof, 
I  at  once  entered  into  correspondence  on  the  subject  with 
Dr.  Wyman,  Supervising  Surgeon  of  the  Marine  Hospital 
Service  department,  and  on  the  sixth  day  of  July  by  order 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  the  obnoxious  orders  were 
revoked. 

There  is  no  means  by  which  our  quarantine  and  inspec- 
tion service  can  be  abolished  or  superseded  except  by  State 
legislation,  but  it  is  in  the  power  of  the  Marine  Hospital 
Service  officials  to  so  handicap  vessels  by  forcing  unneces- 
sary detention  and  the  payment  of  extra  onerous  pilot  fees 
and  port  charges,  as  to  materially  injure  the  shipping  inter- 
ests of  any  port  whose  harbor  is  not  under  the  sole  control 
of  its  officials  and  employees.  It  may  be  asked  :  Why 
not  abandon  State  and  county  quarantine  and  inspection 
stations,  and  turn  the  whole  matter  over  to  the  Marine  Hos- 
pital Service  officials  '(  Simply  ior  the  reason  that  he  who 
attends  to  his  own  affairs  attends  to  it  the  best,  and  further- 
more, a  system  of  quarantine  that  allowed  the  yellow  fever 
to  slip  through  its  service  into  Biloxi  in  and  into  Bruns- 

wick, Ga.,  in  1893,  cannot  safely  be  entrusted  with  these 
matters,  but  State  inspections  should  be  zealously  enforced 
to  guard  against  any  ignorance,  carelessness  or  neglect  in 
the  performance  of  the  official  duties  of  the  subordinates  of 
the  Marine  Hospital  Service  of  the  United  States  entrusted 
with  excluding  contagious  or  infectious  epidemic  diseases 
into  the  United  States  and  State  of  Mississippi.  I  append 
to  this  report  the  correspondence  with  Surgeon- General 
Wyman  in  regard  to  the  matter  herein  before  referred  to. 

Very  Kespectfully, 

W.  P.  Hyer. 


Treasury  Department,  "] 

Office  of  the  Supervising  Surgeon-General  I 
Marine  Hospital  Service, 
Washington,  D.  C,  June  18,  1895.  J 

W.  F.  Hyer,  M.  D.,  President  Mississippi  State  Board  of  Health, 
Meridian,  Miss.: 

Dear  Sir  :  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
letter  of  June  11th  regarding  the  quarantine  at  Pascagoula. 

The  action  taken  by  this  Bureau  was  after  consultation 
with  the  Collector  of  Customs  of  that  District,  who  urgently 
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recommended  it,  and  after  a  personal  inspection  of  the 
Pascagoula  quarantine  by  myself.  It  was  found  that  vessels 
which  under  the  quarantine  regulations  coming  from  infected 
ports  are  required  to  be  thoroughly  disinfected  with  sulphur 
and  the  dunnage  to  be  disinfected  by  steam,  and  the  vessels 
then  held  under  observation  five  days,  were  being,  at  the 
time  of  my  visit,  permitted  to  enter  the  port  of  Pascagoula 
without  having  undergone  these  quarantine  observances. 
The  matter  had  been  previously  referred  to  officially  by  the 
medical  officer  in  command  of  Ship  Island,  and  I  have 
since  learned  had  been  the  subject  of  unfavorable  comment, 
even  in  Scranton.  I  am  convinced  after  inquiry  that  the 
present  regulation  requiring  pratique  from  Tortugas  or  Ship 
Island  does  not  impose  great  hardship  upon  the  commerce 
of  the  port,  and  that  the  present  plan  is  the  only  safe  one. 
It  is  operative  until  November  1. 

Eespectfully  yours, 

Walter  Wyman, 
Supervising  Surgeon-General,  M.  H.  S. 


Mississippi  State  Board  of  Health,  \ 

W.  F.  Hyer,  M.  D.,  President.      > 

Meridian,  July  1,  1895.) 

Dr.  Walter  Wyman,  Supervising-Surgeon : 

In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  18th  of  June  (F.  J.)  I  beg 
leave  to  enclose  for  your  consideration  the  endorsed  letter 
from  the  President  of  the  County  Board  of  Health  of  Jack- 
son County.  While  I  deem  your  regulations  as  prudent 
concerning  vessels  from  suspected  and  infected  ports  I  can 
see  no  reason  tor  applying  them  to  all  vessels  from  all  ports. 
I  wns  not  at  all  surprised  to  learn  that  the  Collector  of  Cus- 
toms was  at  the  bottom  of  the  matter  since  he  has  a  griev- 
ance against  the  health  authorities  of  Jackson  county,  who 
had  his  deputy  arrested  and  fined  for  violating  their  ordi- 
nances. In  making  the  request  for  the  modification  of  your 
rules  I  do  not  think  that  we  are  asking  for  anything  but 
what  is  reasonable  and  right. 

Very  respectfully, 

W.  F.  Hyer,  M.  D., 
President  Mississippi  State  Board  of  Health. 
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Treasury  Department, 
Office  oftheSupervising  Surgeon-General, 
Marine  Hospital  Service, 
Washington,  D.  C,  July  24,  1895. 

Br.  W.  F.  Hyer,  President  Mississippi  State  Board  of  Health, 
Meridian,  Miss.: 

Sir:  In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  1st  inst.,  enclosing  a 
letter  from  H.  F.  Krebs,  President  of  the  Board  of  Health 
of  Jackson  county,  Miss.,  relative  to  the  quarantine  require- 
ments for  vessels  arriving  at  the  port  of  Pascagoula,  you  are 
informed  in  reply  that,  under  date  of  July  6,  1895,  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  directed  the  Collector  of  Customs  at 
Shieldsboro  to  admit  to  entry  all  vessels  from  non-infe:'ted 
European  ports  without  the  certificate  of  free  pratique  from 
the  U.  S.  Quarantine  Officers  at  Dry  Tortugas  or  Ship  Is- 
land. Respectfully  yours, 

Walter  Wyman, 
Supervising  Surgeon-General,  M.  H.  S. 


Report  of  Small  Pox  iu  Lauderdale  County. 

Meridian,  Miss.,  August  16,  1895. 

Dr.  Wirt  Johnston  Secretary  State  Board  Health,  Jackson,  Miss: 

Dear  Sir — The  following  is  the  report  of  small  pox 
from  May  5  to  August  15,  1895,  in  Lauderdale  county  and 
Meridian,  Miss.  A  case  of  small  pox  was  reported  to  me  in 
R.  K.  Gough's  family  (white);  I,  acting  as  county  inspector, 
immediately  isolated  the  family  and  all  who  had  been  ex- 
posed and  put  them  under  guard,  and  on  15th  the  entire 
Gough  family  was  taken — 9  eases  small  pox  and  3  of  vari- 
oliod — there  were  two  deaths  in  this  family.  May  16,  two 
cases  small  pox  in  Z.  T.  Atkins'  family — just  across  the  street 
from  Gough's  having  been  exposed  to  first  case.  On  24th 
another  case  at  Atkins' — all  got  well.  On  20th  May,  one  case 
reported  at  Marion,  Miss.,  A.  J.  Spencer  (white),  railroad 
employe  ;  being  in  box-car  had  him  removed  to  city  pest- 
house  with  negro  cook  who  nursed  him — he  died  June  19; 
nurse  had  small  pox  and  got  well.  May  22,  Midin  Page 
(white)  small  pox,  Toomsuba,  Miss.,  14  miles  east  of  Meridian, 
got  well.  This  case  was  isolated  in  room  to  himself,  nurse 
employed ;  no  other  case  in   this  family. 

May  22,   Mr.  Williams,  two  miles   east  of  Meridian,  took 
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small  pox;  got  well ;  mother,  grand-mother  and  three  children 
had  it ;  mother  died  June  4,  others  recovered. 

May  23,  Alex  Hopkins  (colored),  varioloid,  got  well. 

Jane  5,  D.-n  Davis  (white),  small  pox,  got  well ;  mother 
and  sister  had  varioloid  June  10 — recovered. 

On  May  25  I  was  appointed  State  Inspector  by  Dr.  W.  F. 
Hyer,  President  State  Board  ot  Health,  small  pox  having 
become  epidemic. 

On  or  about  July  5,  Midin  Page,  Toomsuba,  small  pox  case, 
was  disinfected  and  discharged  ;  and  on  July  10,  II  and  12, 
the  families  of  G-ough,  Atkins,  Davis  and  Williams,  were 
disinfected  and  discharged. 

On  July  12  two  suspicious  cases  just  outside  city  limits,  in 
western  portion,  and  three  cases  in  northern  portion,  were 
put  under  guard  and  isolated  •  also  all  persons  that  had 
been  exposed,  until  during  the  course  of  the  disease,  it  was 
demonstrated  that  they  were  all  caused  by  spurious  vaccina- 
tion. 

On  July  23,  Dr.  Hyer,  in  behalf  State  Board  of  Health, 
took  charge  of  the  city  quarantine,  and  put  me  in  charge  as 
State  Inspector.  I  immediately  separated  the  infected  per- 
sons from  those  who  were  not  infected,  and  disinfected  the 
camps  and  disinfected  and  sent  home  all  who  had  passed  or 
as  they  passed  the  period  of  incubation,  the  last  of  whom 
were  sent  home  yesterday.  August  15,  the  camp  was  thor- 
oughly fumigated  and  disinfected. 

Eespectfully,  I.  P.  Partin, 

State  Inspector. 

P.  S Attached  to  this  I  give  City  Health  Officer's  report. 

I.  P.  P. 


Meridian,  Miss.,  August  16,  1895. 

Dr.  I.  P.  Partin,  County  Health  Officer,  City  ; 

Dear  Sir — The  following  is  a  report  of  small  pox  from 
May  7,  1895,  to   August  15,  1895,  in  the  city  of  Meridian : 

Malinda  Sims,  colored,  small  pox,  removed  May  9,  died 
May  11 ;  had  been  sick  three  weeks  before  found.  Isabella 
Garrett  colored,  small  pox,  removed  May  12,  discharged 
July  16.  Dave  Eodgers,  colored,  small  pox,  removed  May 
15,  discharged  July  15.  Peter  Bell,  colored,  small  pox,  re- 
moved May  20,  died  May  27.  A.  J.  Spencer,  white,  small 
pox,  removed  May  22,  died  June  19.  Jane  Eodgers,  colored, 
small  pox,  removed  May  17,  discharged  July  15.  Will 
Shields,  colored,  small  pox,  removed  May  27,  discharged 
June  19.     Will  Eichie,  colored,  small   pox,  removed  June  3, 
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discharged  July  16.  Jennie  Shields,  colored,  varioloid,  re- 
moved June  3,  discharged  June  19.  Clara  Shields,  colored, 
varioloid,  removed  June  3,  discharged  June  19.  C.  C.  Shields, 
colored,  varioloid,  removed  June  3,  discharged  June  19. 
Mary  Bell,  colored,  varioloid,  removed  June  3,  discharged 
June  19.  Mattie  Bell,  colored,  varioloid,  removed  June  3, 
discharged  June  19.  Cora  Bell,  colored,  varioloid,  removed 
June  3,  discharged  June  19.  Jennie  Bell,  colored,  varioloid, 
removed  June  3,  discharged  June  19.  Joe  Peyton,  colored, 
varioloid,  removed  Juno  3, discharged  June  19.  Annie  Peyton, 
colored,  varioloid,  removed  June  3,  discharged  June  19.  Annie 
Garrett,  colorad,  small  pox,  removed  June  11,  discharged  Au- 
gust 15.  Annie  Clayton,  colored,  small  pox,  removed  June 
24,  discharged  July  23.  Mose  Clayton,  colored,  small  pox 
— advanced  stage — removed  June  24,  discharged  July  15. 
Wm.  Hill,  colored,  varioloid,  removed  June  24,  discharged 
July  25.  John  Manuel,  colored,  varioloid,  removed  June  24, 
discharged  July  15.  Sherman  Young,  colored,  small  pox, 
removed  June  24,  died  August  9,  of  acute  Bright' s  sequellae. 
Tom  Crockett,  colored,  varioloid,  removed  June  27,  dis- 
charged August  15.  Shirley  Williams,  colored,  varioloid, 
removed  July  1,  dischared  July  15.  Clara  Irvins,  colored, 
varioloid,  removed  July  6,  discharged  July  25.  Isaac  Hen- 
derson, colored,  varioloid,  removed  July  11,  died  August  9, 
of  enteritis  as  sequellae,  B.  C.  Pollard,  colored,  varioloid, 
removed  July  14,  discharged  August  15. 

The  above  is  a  correct  report  of  small  pox  and  varioloid 
cases  from  the  city  of  Meridian  from  May  7  to  August  15, 
1865,  at  the  city  pest  houses. 

Very  respectfully, 

J.  H.  Blanks,  Jr.,  M.  D., 

City  Health  Officer. 
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REPORT  OF  DR.  E.  L.  IRBY, 

Health    Officer   of    Tunica   County   Mississippi,    on   the 

Smallpox  Prevailing  in  said  County  During  the 

Months  of  July  and  August,  1895. 


On  July  2,  1895.  a  negro  man,  who  had  been  at  work  in 
DeG-arris  Levee  Camp  in  DeSoto  county,  Miss.,  previous  to 
coming  to  this  county  was  taken  sick  at  a  levee  camp  near 
Clacks  Station,  Y.  &  M  V.  R.  R.,  in  Tunica  county.  His 
disease  rapidly  manifested  symptoms  of  smallpox,  and  I  as 
health  officer  of  the  county  being  notified,  at  once  went  to 
the  camp,  and  after  a  careful  examination  of  the  patient 
found  him  to  be  suffering  from  smallpox.  I  at  once  quaran- 
tined the  levee  camp  by  employing  the  nccessaiy  men  to 
guard  it,  both  night  and  day,  vaccinated  all  members  of  the 
camp  and  had  the  smallpox  patient  moved  to  a  pest  camp 
established  for  the  purpose.  The  negro  first  taken  recov- 
ered. Following  his  attack  four  other  members  of  the  camp 
successively  were  taken,  one  of  whom  died.  The  disease 
was  severe  in  three  of  the  cases,  but  in  the  other  two  was  of 
mild  form. 

The  disease  was  stamped  out,  and  the  pest  camp,  with  its 
bedding,  furniture,  etc.,  was  burned  on  August  19,  since 
which  time  there  has  been  no  further  manifestations  of  the 
disease  in  this  county. 

During  the  prevalence  of  the  disease  I  found  it  necessary 
to  employ  seven  guards  for  quarantine  service,  as  it  was 
found  that  the  negroes  of  the  levee  camp  manifested  a  dis- 
position to  travel  around  in  the  neighborhood,  particularly 
after  night. 

I  employed  one  nurse,  who  had  previously  had  the  disease 
and  who  was  to  some  extent  skilled  in  nursing  it. 

The  guards  having  been  employed  by  me  under  powers 
conferred  by  a  special  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Supervisors 
of  Tunica  county.  All  costs  incident  to  their  employment 
were  paid  by  the  county.  The  total  cost  of  these  I  am  un- 
able to  give,  not  having  data  at  hand  from  which  to  make 
the  estimate.  Respectfully  submitted, 

E.  L.  Irby,  M.  D. 
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KEPOET  OF  QUARANTINE  PHYSICIAN. 

ROUND    ISLAND    STATION. 

To  the  State  Board  of  Health,  Jackson,  Miss.: 

I  submit  the  following  as  my  report  of  tbe  operation  and 
enforcement  of  quarantine  at  the  Port  of  Pascagoula  for  the 
seasons  of  1894  and  1895  : 

In  each  year  quarantine  was  commenced  on  the  first  of 
May  and  discontinued  on  the  tenth  and  second  of  the  follow- 
ing Novembers,  respectively.  During  the  season  of  1894 
there  arrived  at  the  port  eighty-siy  vessels,  of  all  sizes  and 
classes.  Of  these,  forty  came  from  within  the  prescribed 
yellow  fever  zone,  and  were  subjected  to  quarantine  and 
disinfection  as  suspected  vessels;  none  of  them  were  known, 
however,  to  have  had  yellow  fever  on  board  for  years. 

Shortly  after  the  enforcement  of  quarantine  was  begun, 
last  May,  the  Surgeon  General  of  the  Marine  Hospital  Ser- 
vice issued  an  order,  under  the  authority  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  requiring  all  vessels  from  foreign  ports  des- 
tined for  the  Port  of  Pascagoula,  to  first  report  to  the  Gulf 
Quarantine  Station  at  Ship  Island  to  undergo  quarantine  re- 
strictions as  requisite,  before  entry  at  the  custom  house  at 
this  port  would  be  allowed.  This  requirement  necessarily 
imposed  a  hardship  on  vessels  bound  for  this  port  in  the  way 
of  extra  pilotage,  towage  and  loss  of  time,  besides  militating 
againt  the  commercial  interest  of  the  port,  as  vessel  owners 
will  not  bring  or  send  their  ships  here  when  they  can  send 
them  to  neighboring  ports,  at  the  same  freights,  with  less 
expense. 

If  there  is,  or  has  been,  a  cause  for  this  discrimination 
against  the  Port  of  Pascagoula  on  account  of  the  inefficiency 
of  quarantine  here,  it  is  not  demonstrable  or  susceptible  of 
proof.  A  history  of  the  two  stations  will  easily  and  quickly 
show  which  has  been  the  most  successful  in  forcing  quaran- 
tine. 

Much  more  might  be  said  about  this  unnecessary  and  un- 
warranted action  of  the  Treasury  Department,  wholly  insti- 
gated, as  it  is  believed,  by  the  local  representative  of  the  M. 
H.  S.  Service,  in  collusion  with  the  Customs  Collector  of  the 
District,  but  forbearance  is  sometimes  a  virtue. 

The  number  of  vessels  arrived  at  the  port  during  the  sea- 
son of  1895  was  eighty.  Aud  as  the  ordinary  inspection  tee 
is  only  five  dollars  the  receipts  of  quarantine  fees  were  in- 
adequate to  defray  the  running  expenses  of  the  station. 

The  storm  of  1893  destroyed  tbe  wharves  at  the  station 
and  wrecked  the  boats  belonging  to  it.     This  loss,  however, 
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was  restored  at  the  expense  of  the  local  Board  of  Health,  so 
that  if  not  quite  as  convenient  it  was  equally  efficient. 

The  first  day  the  station  was  occupied  this  season  the 
kitchen  and  dining  room  took  fire  from  a  defective  flue  and 
were  totally  destroyed. 

The  naptha  launch,  furnished  the  station  by  the  Board, 
serves  a  most  excellent  purpose  and  supplies  a  long  felt 
want.  It  is  almost  an  indispensible  requisite,  and  undoubt- 
edly a  good  investment.     Eespectfnlly  submitted, 

E.  F.  Griffin, 

Jackson,  Miss.,  Dec.  18,  1895.        Quarantine  Physician. 


Receipts  and  Expenditures 

From  September  30.  1894,  to  January  1,  1896. 


MEETING    AT   JACKSON    IN    OCTOBER,    1894. 

B.  F.  Kittrell : .  $  42  30 

H.  A.  Gant 36  90 

E.  S.  Toombs 33  00 

W.  B.  Sanford 55  16 

J.  M.  Greene 45  90 

S.E.Dunn 47  50 

Wirt  Johnston 12  00 

John  Wright 49  70 

J.  F.  Hunter 12  00 

B.  F.  Griffin. 57  00 

H.H.Haralson 27  00 

W.  F.  Hyer 43  00 


$  461  46 


MEETING  AT  8CRANTON  AND  JACKSON  IN  MARCH  AND  APRIL,  1895. 

*W.  B.  Sanford $     53  00 

J.  F.  Hunter 15  00 

E.  S.  Toombs 96  72 

S.  E.  Dunn. ..!... 99  72 

W.  F.  Hyer 80  75 

Wirt  Johnson 15  00 

E.  F.  Griffin 65  00 

H.  A.  Gant 98  30 

John  Wright 98  70 

J.  M.  Greene 48  10 

H.  H.  Haralson 79  60 

B.  F.  Kittrell 47  10 

$  796  99 

*  Note— W.  B.  Sanford's  bill  is  for  $53  50,  but  through  error  in  requi- 
ition  only  $53.00  was  paid  him. 
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meeting  at  jack80n  in  august,  1895. 

*S.  B.  Dunn $  27  80 

John  Wright 30  20 

B.  F.  Kittrell 24  70 

E.  P.  Griffin 35  00 

W.  F.  Hyer 12  85 

H.  H.  Haralson 8  00 

|J.  M.  Greene 26  40 

J.  F.  Hunter , 3  00 

K.  S.  Toombs 27  30 


$  195  25 


MEETING   AT    JACKSON    IN    OCTOBER,    1895. 

S.E.Dunn $  40  55 

fJ.  M.  Greene 39  90 

B.  F.  Kittrell 3100 

E.  F.  Griffin 38  00 

E.  S.  Toombs 40  80 

W.  F.  Hyer 31  50 

John  Wright 37  20 

H.  H.  Haralson 18  00 


$  276  95 


MEETING    AT   JACKSON    IN    DECEMBER,    1895. 

J.  F.  Hunter $  3  00 

J.  F.  Hunter  (bill  for  October  meeting,  1895) 3  00 

W.  F.  Hyer 13  00 

John  Wright 31  70 

S.  E.  Dunn 29  30 

E.  F.  Griffin 37  00 

E.  S.  Toombs 28  80 


$   145  80 


•:'Note — The  mistake  was  made  at   the   Auditor's  office  of  issuing  a  war- 
rant for  $27.86  in  payment  of  this  bill. 

fNoTE — One  warrant  was  issued   to  Dr.   Greene  by   Auditor  in  October 
for  $66.30,  in  payment  of  bill  for  August  and  Octobee  meetings. 
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Amount  furnished  Jackson  County  Board  of  Health  (under 
the  provisions  of  an  Act  supplementary  to  an  Act  to  amend 
the  statutes  in  regard  to  Boards  of  Health,  approved  Febru- 
ary 28,  1880). 
1894. 

Novevember  15   $1000  00 

1895. 

April  19 2500  00 


*$3500  00 

FOR    QUARANTINE    PURPOSES. 
1895.  DR. 

September  14 — To  amount  from  Auditor $   150  00 

September  14 — To  amount  from  Auditor  105  60 

September  14 — To  amount  from  Autitor    12  00 


$267  60 


1895.  cr. 


September  14—  By  bill  Dr.  W.  T.  Bolton  for  ser- 
vices as  Special  Quarantine  Physician  for  Har- 
son  county  during  quarantine  season  of  1894, 
from  May  1  to  Nov.  1 $   150  00 

September  14 — By  bill  Dr.  W.  F.  Hyer  for  services 
and  expenses  as  Inspector  on  M.  &  C.  K.  R.  for 
1  day,  May  25th,  and  for  6  days  services,  and 
expenses,  to  sea-coast,  June  4th  to  9th 105  60 

September  14— By  bill  Estate  S.  T.  Taylor  for  rent 
of  room  in  Meridian  for  12  months,  May,  1894 
to  May  1895,  for  storing  quarantine  outft.  ...        12  00 


$  267  60 


POSTAGE,    EXPRESSAGE    AND    TELEGRAMS. 
1894.  DR. 

November  30 — To  amount  from  Auditor $       5  00 

*Note. — In  furnishing  the  Auditor  a  statement  of  the  amounts 
received  for  the  State  Board  of  Health  for  the  year  from  September 
30.  1894,  to  September  30,  1895,  under  the  heads  of  the  different  ac- 
counts for  which  they  were  used  I  made  a  mistake  of  giving  him  un- 
der the  head  amount  furnished  the  Jackson  County  Board  of  Health 
$2500.00,  when  it  should  have  been  $3500. (i0.  The  mistake  was  made 
of  not  including  $1000.00  which  was  drawn  on  November  16,  1894. 
By  mistake  this  amount  was  included  in  the  year  from  September  30. 
1893  to  September  30,  1894. 
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November  30 — To  amount  from  Auditor 12  10 

1895. 

April  5 — To  amount  from  Auditor 5  00 

September  3 — To  amount  from  Auditor 33  99 

September  14 — To  amount  from  Auditor 7  99 

November  2 — To  amount  from  Auditor 2  00 

$     66  08 

1894.  cr. 

November  30— By  bill   Dr.  W.  F.  Hyer,  President, 

for   postage $       5  00 

November  30 — By   bill  Wirt  Johnston,   Secretary, 

for  postage,  exyressage  and  telegrams 12   10 

1895. 
April    5_By  bill    Dr.  W.    F.   Hyer,  President,  for 

postage 5  00 

September   3 — By   Bill  Wirt    Johnston,  Secretary, 

for  postage,  expressage  and  telegrams 33  99 

September  14— By  bill  Dr.  W.  F.  Hyer,  President, 

for  telegrams 7  99 

November   2— By  bill   Dr.  W.  F.  Hyer,  President, 

for  postage  stamps 2  00 

$     66  08 


SMALLPOX    IN    LAUDERDALE    COUNTY. 
1895.  DR. 

September  14— To  amount  from  Auditor 81446  44 

September  14 — To  amount  from  Auditor 12  00 

October  28— To  amount  from  Auditor 550  70 

November  2 — To  amount  from  Auditor 62  00 

November  2 — To  amount  from  Auditor 56  00 


$2127   14 


1895.  cr. 
September  14 — By  bill  Dr.  I.  P.  Partin  for  services 
as  Inspector  irom  May  25  to  June  30,  inclusive, 
and  for  amounts  paid  Hannah  Brantley,  cook, 
May  25  to  June  29,  H.  P.  Hudson,  May  25  to 
June  30,  J.  W.  France,  May  25  to  June  30,  M. 
B.  Fallon,  May  25  to  June  80,  and  Charley  Lee, 
May  25  to  July  1,  guards,  and  B.  F.  Cox  for 
supplies  for  camps,  May  26  to  July  15 $  943  99 
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September  14 — By  bill  Charley  Lee,  lor  services  as 

guard  from  July  1  to  July  29 72  50 

September  14 — By  bill  M.  B.  Fallon,  for  services  as 

guard  from  July  1  to  August  13,  inclusive 110  00 

September  14 — By  bill  E.  F.  Cox  for  supplies  fur- 
nished camps  from  July  16  to  August  14 63  45 

September  14 — By  bill  H.  P.  Hudson  for  services 

as  guard  from  July  1  to  August  14 121   50 

September  14 — By  bill  A.  Bevil  for  services  as  sani- 
tary inspecting  policeman  from  July  23  to  Aug. 

2,  inclusive 27   50 

September  14 — By  bill  Calvin  T.  Giles  for  services 
as  sanitary  inspecting  policeman,  from  July 
24  to  August  2,  inclusive 25  00 

September  14 — By   bill  A.  J.    Gavison  tor  services 

as  guard  from  May  25  to  June  18,  inclusive       62  50 

September  14 — By  bill  M.  J.  Culpepper  for  services 

as  guard  from  July  17  to  24 20  00 

September  14 — By  bill    Dr.    Francis  C.   Martin  for 

200  vaccine  points 12  00 

October  28 — By  bill  Dr.  I.  P.  Partin  for  services  as 
inspector  from  July  1  to  August  15,  and  for 
amounts  paid  Hannah  Brantley,  cook;  Wal- 
ter Kennedy  for  moving  camp,  and  Geo. 
Brown  for  milk  and  butter 487   45 

October  28 — By  bill  J.  W.  Nance  for  services  as 
guard  from  July  1  to  July  12,  and  from  July 
16  to  July  23,  and  board 63  25 

November  2 — By  bill  Dr.  I.  P.  Partin  lor  expenses*     19  20 

November  2 — By  bill  Mrs.  E.    F.   Cox  for  services 

as  cook  from  June  29  to  July  29 15  00 

November  2 — By  bill  D.  S.  Malone  for  services  as 
guard  from  May  25  to  June  3,  inclusive,  and 
board 28  00 

November  2 — By  bill  Dr.  W.  F.  Hyer  tor  one  half 
the  amount  paid  Dr.  Dabney,  who  was  sent 
for  to  New  Orleans  as  an  expert  to  deter- 
mine character  of  sickness  in  Meridian 56  00 

(City  of  Meridian  paid  one  half  of  this  bill  of 

$112  00).  

*S2127  34 

*NOTE — In  furnishing-  the  Auditor  a  statement  of  the  amounts  re- 
ceived for  the  State  Board  of  Health  for  the  vear  from  September 
30.  1894.  to  September  30.  1895.  under  the  heads  of  the  different  ac- 
counts for  which  they  were  used  I  made  the  mistake  of  giving  him 
under  the  head  of  small-pox  in  Lauderdale  county  $2,135.13  when  it 
should  have  been  $1,458.44.  The  mistake  was  made  of  including  in 
the  amount  $668.70  which  was  drawn  after  the  close  of  the  year, 
viz.:     On  October  28  and  November  2.  1895.  and  also  including  in 
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the  amount  $7.99  drawn  on  September  14.  1895,  which  is,  as  it  should 
be.  charged  to  the  account  of  postage,  expressage  and  telegrams. 

The  mistake  was  made  in  the  Auditor's  office  of  issuing  a  warrant 
for  $62  for  Partin's,  Cox's  and  Malone's  bills  when  it  should  have 
been  for  $02.20.  It  appears  that  20  cents  was  omitted  in  Dr.  Partin's 
bill. 

SMALLPOX    IN    TUNICA    COUNTY. 

1895.  DR. 

November  2 — To  amount  from  Auditor S  353  10 

November  2 — To  amount  from  Auditor 7  50 


$  360  60 
1895.                                 cr. 
November  2 — By  bill  of  Dr.  E.  L.  Irby  for  services 
as  Inspector  from  July   18  to  August  19,  in- 
clusive  $  353  10 

November  2 — By  bill   of  Dr.  H.  M.   Alexander  & 

Co.  for  15  packages  vaccine  points 7  50 


.$  360  60 


SMALLPOX    IN    DESOTO    COUNTY. 
1895.  DB. 

September  14 — To  amount  from  Auditor $       9  00 

1895.                                  cr. 
September  14 — By  bill  National  Vaccine  Establish- 
ment for  150  points  vaccine  virus $       9  00 


Secretary's  salary  for  year  ending  Sept.  30 $  500  00 

Secretary's  salary  for  quarter  ending  Nov.  15    ....      125  00 

$  625  00 


COLUMBIA  UNIVERSITY  LIBRARIES 

This  book  is  due  on  the  date  indicated  below,  or  at  the 
expiration  of  a  definite  period  after  the  date  of  borrowing,  as 
provided  by  the  rules  of  the  Library  or  by  special  arrange- 
ment with  the  Librarian  in  charge. 


DATE   BORROWED 

DATE   DUE 

DATE  BORROWED 

DATE  DUE 

C28(l14l)MtOO 

